
Coast Guard Receives Upgraded
HC-144B  Aircraft  in  Corpus
Christi, Texas
CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas — The Coast Guard received an upgraded
HC-144  medium-range  surveillance  aircraft  at  Sector/Air
Station Corpus Christi, Texas, Wednesday, the Coast Guard 8th
District said in a Feb. 20 release.

The  bravo  upgrade  expands  the  HC-144’s  extensive  sensor
capability, aiding the Coast Guard in its maritime patrol,
drug and migrant interdiction, disaster response, and search
and rescue missions.

The  Coast  Guard  upgraded  the  HC-144  aircraft  to  improve
mission effectiveness and situational awareness, as each newly
modified  aircraft  features  an  updated  cockpit  control  and
display unit, navigation and equipment monitoring systems.

The  Coast  Guard  is  also  integrating  the  Navy’s  Minotaur
mission  system  architecture  across  its  fixed-wing  aircraft
fleet. With the sophisticated command and control system, the
aircraft  incorporates  surveillance  and  reconnaissance
equipment to allow aircrews to gather and process surveillance
information that can be transmitted to other platforms and
units during flight.

“We are excited to usher in this new command and control suite
to support the United States and our complex mission set,”
said Capt. Edward Gaynor, Sector/Air Station Corpus Christi
commanding  officer.  “Coast  Guard  Sector/Air  Station  Corpus
Christi  looks  forward  in  working  with  our  newly  upgraded
HC-144 fleet to better support our partners in South Texas.”
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