Navy Awards AARGM-ER
Development Contract to
Northrop Grumman

Q

ARLINGTON, Va. — The extended-range version of the AGM-88G
Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided Missile — Extended Range
(AARGM-ER) is proceeding into engineering and manufacturing
development (EMD) with the March 7 Defense Department contract
announcement of a contract award to Northrop Grumman.

Northrop Grumman Innovation Systems, Northridge, California,
was awarded a $322.5 million cost-plus-incentive-fee contract
from the Naval Air Systems Command to provide for the EMD
phase, which will include “the design, integration and test of
a new solid rocket motor for the AARGM-ER.”

The AARGM-ER will be integrated on the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet
strike fighter and EA-18G Growler electronic attack aircraft
and configured for internal carriage on the F-35AC Lightning
IT joint strike fighter.

“AARGM-ER extended range coupled with AARGM lethality will
meet a critical defense suppression requirement while
protecting our strike aviators,” said Cary Ralston, vice
president, defense electronic systems, Northrop Grumman, in a
March 8 release.

“The AARGM-ER program is leveraging the AARGM that 1is
currently in production,” the Northrop Grumman release said.

The AARGM is an improved version of the AGM-88 High-Speed
Anti-Radiation Missile (HARM), an air-launched missile used to
suppress and destroy enemy air defenses. The AARGM 1is
currently deployed with the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps on
the F/A-18C/D Hornet; the U.S. Navy F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and
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EA-18G Growler aircraft; and the Italian Air Force'’s Tornado

electronic combat aircraft.

Work on the EMD phase is expected to be completed in December
2023.



