
Hegseth Says Campaign Against
Houthis Will be ‘Unrelenting’
Until Hostilities Cease

March 17, 2025 | By Matthew Olay, DoD News 

During a media interview yesterday, Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth said the U.S. military will continue to tactically
engage  Iranian-backed  Houthis  until  they  stop  acting
aggressively  against  U.S.  ships  in  the  region.  

Hegseth commented on the topic following President Donald J.
Trump’s order for U.S. Central Command to launch multiple
airstrikes against Houthis in Yemen, March 15, 2025.  

“Freedom  of  navigation  is  basic;  it’s  a  core  national
interest,” Hegseth said, adding that the current campaign is
about  restoring  deterrents  in  the  region  in  addition  to
freedom of navigation.  
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“The minute the Houthis say, ‘We’ll stop shooting at your
ships [and] we’ll stop shooting at your drones,’ this campaign
will  end  but,  until  then,  it  will  be  unrelenting,”  he
continued.   

Hegseth also said the airstrikes were meant to draw Iran’s
attention.  

“The message is clear to Iran … Your support of the Houthis
needs to end immediately. We will hold you accountable as the
sponsor of this proxy, and I echo [the president’s] statement
[that] we will not be nice about it,” Hegseth said. 

The  Houthis  have  been  acting  aggressively  in  the  Red  Sea
region since October 2023, when a U.S. Navy destroyer had to
intercept  three  land-attack  cruise  missiles  fired  by  the
Houthis toward Israel.  

Since  then,  the  Houthis  have  launched  over  100  drone  and
missile attacks targeting American and allied ships in the
Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, resulting in many commercial
ships having to alter their routes to avoid the region at a
tremendous commercial cost.  

Hegseth  likened  the  severe  economic  impact  of  the  Houthi
aggression in the region to “being held hostage by a terrorist
organization”  and  then  pointed  out  that  the  Trump
administration has indeed labeled the Houthis as such.  

“To the Houthis: [the airstrikes weren’t] a one-night thing …
This is about stopping the shooting at assets in that critical
waterway to reopen the freedom of navigation, which is a core
national interest of the United States,” Hegseth said, before
again  reemphasizing  that  Iran  needs  to  “back  off”  from
enabling the Houthis.  

Hegseth  said  Iran  and  its  additional  military  proxies  —
including Hamas and Hezbollah — are in a “weakened state.”  



“But it doesn’t mean they still don’t have the desire [for
aggression],” he said, adding that Iran will never be allowed
to have a nuclear weapon.  

“Iran must get that clear message and negotiate the end of
their pursuit for nuclear weapons because … President Trump
has said clearly that they will not get a bomb,” Hegseth
said. 

Vestdavit Sees Successful Sea
Trials  For  First  Davits
Delivered To Us Navy Oilers
At Gd Nassco
From Vestdavit 

Efficient installation and commissioning of onboard equipment
is critical in the newbuild construction process – and this
has been demonstrated with successful sea trials for the first
davits installed by Vestdavit on a series of US Navy fleet
refuelling vessels being built by General Dynamics NASSCO. 

The pair of high-specification PLRH-5000 rescue boat davits
were subject to rigorous operational testing in the recent
trials performed with USNS Robert F. Kennedy, or T-AO 208,
that is the fourth and latest so-called T-AO oiler to be
delivered in the series of John Lewis-class vessels under
construction at the San Diego-based shipbuilder in the US. 

“Our davits performed as expected, which can be attributed to
the proven robustness of this technology in naval operations
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as  well  as  Vestdavit’s  long-standing  competence  in  davit
installation  that  contributes  to  smooth-running  newbuild
deliveries,” says Vestdavit’s Managing Director Rolf Andreas
Wigand. 

Additional davit order 

The leading Norwegian supplier of boat-handling systems has
recently also secured a further purchase order from GD NASSCO
for the PLRH-5000, taking its tally to seven ships covering T-
AO 208 to T-AO 214 for which Vestdavit will provide a total of
14 such davits – two per vessel.  

The  US  shipbuilder,  which  specialises  in  design  and
construction of naval as well as commercial vessels, has so
far  been  contracted  to  build  10  T-AO  oilers  under  the
extensive  newbuild  programme.   

The davits will be used for launch and recovery of seven-metre
RHIBs to support refuelling operations by the oilers for US
Navy carrier strike group ships operating at sea under the
Military Sealift Command, with each of the 742-feet vessels
having capacity to carry 157,000 barrels of oil and a sailing
speed of 20 knots. 

Rapid and reliable deployment 

This demands that such boat-handling systems are capable of
rapid and reliable deployment of daughter craft for mission-
critical operations under challenging conditions, with a high
level of redundancy to ensure they keep operating efficiently
when  time  is  of  the  essence  and  lives  may  be  at  stake,
according to Magnus Oding, General Manager of US subsidiary
Vestdavit Inc., who attended commissioning of the davits at
the shipyard. 

He points out the PLRH-5000 davits are also equipped with
sophisticated  motion  compensation  and  safety  features  to
optimise the efficiency of launch-and-recovery operations. 



These  include  shock  absorbers  for  removing  peak  loads,
constant tension for safe and efficient recovery in rough sea
conditions, and guiding arms that act as an anti-pendulation
device to keep the RHIB steady. 

Proven supplier to naval market 

These advanced specifications are underpinned by Vestdavit’s
proactive strategy of product development and innovation to
meet  client  requirements  through  over  40  years  of  davit
deliveries to the demanding naval segment that forms its core
market, with a track record of supplying robust systems with
proven  performance  in  real-life  operations  for  most  Nato
navies worldwide. 

As a major client, the US Navy has been the source of similar
repeat  orders  for  Vestdavit  such  as  those  for  the  dual
TDB-7000  davit-type  that  have  been  delivered  for  three
Expeditionary  Sea  Base  (ESB)  ships  also  contracted  at  GD
NASSCO. 

Ease of installation 

Oding says a key factor in securing such awards is Vestdavit’s
ability to deliver systems designed for ease of installation,
with the PLRH-5000 supplied as a fully self-contained and
skid-mounted davit that is quick to install. “All that is
required is to weld it to the deck, fill oil and connect the
power,” he explains. 

Furthermore,  its  davits  are  certified  according  to  all
relevant  class  standards  based  on  verification  of  design,
materials and safety, and thorough testing at the fabrication
stage, which minimises any commissioning issues during vessel
construction.  

Wigand concludes: “Our strong delivery model ensures we can
supply  tried  and  trusted  systems  that  meet  the  highest
performance standards for naval operations, with a compact



footprint that enables them to be easily incorporated into
newbuild designs.” 

HII  to  Expand  Shipboard,
Shore-Based  Training  Support
for U.S. Navy and Coalition
Forces

From HII 
 

MCLEAN, Va., March 18, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII (NYSE: HII)
announced today that its Mission Technologies division was
awarded  a  $147  million  contract  to  support  shipboard  and
shore-based combat training services for the U.S. Navy. 

Under the five-year task order, HII will provide engineering
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support for every aspect of training systems under the U.S.
Naval  Surface  Warfare  Center  Dahlgren  Division,  Dam  Neck
Activity  (NSWCDD  DNA),  including  associated  hardware,
software,  subsystems  and  elements.  Tasks  will  range  from
integrated training system hardware and software installation,
system certification and testing to troubleshooting, repair
and lifecycle sustainment. 

“Providing full-cycle support for U.S. Navy, joint, coalition
and  Department  of  Defense  training  systems  requires  a
seamless, well-orchestrated approach and close collaboration
with the Navy customer to make sure we’re providing the best
quality service possible,” said Michael Lempke, president of
Mission Technologies’ Global Security group. “We look forward
to expanding our relationship with NSWCDD DNA and ensuring our
military fleets remain mission-ready through warfare systems
superiority.” 

HII supports the U.S. naval fleet across various bases and
operational theaters worldwide. 

A  photo  accompanying  this  release  is  available  at:
http://hii.com/news/hii-to-expand-shipboard-and-shore-based-tr
aining-support-for-the-u-s-navy-and-coalition-forces/. 

The company was awarded this task order under the SeaPort Next
Generation  multiple  award  contract  indefinite
delivery/indefinite quantity vehicle. Work will be performed
at multiple locations in the U.S. and overseas. 

USS Gravely Deploys to U.S.
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Northern  Command  Area  of
Responsibility 

From U.S. Northern Command Public Affairs, March 15, 2025 

PETERSON SPACE FORCE BASE, Colo. – The Arleigh Burke-class
guided-missile destroyer USS Gravely (DDG 107) departed Naval
Weapons Station Yorktown for a scheduled deployment to the
U.S. Northern Command Area of Responsibility (USNORTHCOM AOR),
March 15. The ship will operate in U.S. and international
waters. 

“USS Gravely’s deployment will contribute to the U.S. Northern
Command  southern  border  mission  as  part  of  the  DOD’s
coordinated effort in response to the Presidential Executive
Order. Gravely’s sea-going capacity improves our ability to
protect the United States’ territorial integrity, sovereignty,
and  security,”  said  Gen.  Gregory  Guillot,  Commander,  U.S.
Northern Command. 

In  support  of  U.S.  Northern  Command’s  mission  to  restore
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territorial integrity at the U.S. southern border, Gravely
reinforces  the  nation’s  commitment  to  border  security  by
enhancing  maritime  efforts  and  supporting  interagency
collaboration. The ship’s deployment highlights the Department
of  Defense  and  Navy’s  dedication  to  national  security
priorities, contributing to a coordinated and robust response
to  combating  maritime  related  terrorism,  weapons
proliferation,  transnational  crime,  piracy,  environmental
destruction, and illegal seaborne immigration. 

“The deployment of Gravely marks a vital enhancement to our
nation’s border security framework,” said Adm. Daryl Caudle,
commander,  U.S.  Naval  Forces  Northern  Command.  “In
collaboration  with  our  interagency  partners,  Gravely
strengthens our maritime presence and exemplifies the Navy’s
commitment  to  national  security  and  safeguarding  our
territorial integrity with professionalism and resolve.” 

Gravely brings maritime capabilities to the USNORTHCOM AOR in
response  to  Presidential  executive  orders  and  a  national
emergency declaration and clarification of the military’s role
in protecting the territorial integrity of the United States. 

A U.S. Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) will be
embarked aboard Gravely. Founded in 1982, Coast Guard LEDETs
carry  out  a  variety  of  maritime  interdiction  missions,
including  counter-piracy,  military  combat  operations,  alien
migration  interdiction,  military  force  protection,  counter
terrorism, homeland security, and humanitarian response.  

USNORTHCOM  was  named  the  DoD’s  operational  lead  for  the
employment of U.S. military forces to carry out President
Trump’s  southern  border  Executive  Orders.  The  combatant
command  continues  to  fill  critical  capabilities  gaps  in
support of DHS and CBP. 



Coast  Guard  Conducts  Joint
Operation to Disrupt Illicit
Maritime  Activity  in
Philadelphia 

Coast Guard service members from Sector Delaware Bay lead a
joint operation with partner agencies to ensure compliance
with federal regulations at the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal,
Philadelphia, March 11, 2025. (U.S. Coast Guard photo courtesy
of Sector Delaware Bay)
From U.S. Coast Guard 5th District, March 14, 2025 

PHILADELPHIA — A Coast Guard law enforcement team from Sector
Delaware Bay led a joint operation with partner agencies to
ensure  compliance  with  federal  regulations  at  the  Packer
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Avenue Marine Terminal, Tuesday. 

The joint operation included 27 officers. The goal was to
ensure  the  facility  was  in  compliance  with  the  Maritime
Transportation  Security  Act  while  deterring  and  detecting
illicit activity within a key port area. The team screened 121
trucks and containers resulting in a shipping container being
detained for a hazardous material violation. 

“Operations like this one are an important part of the Coast
Guard’s mission of detecting and disrupting potential illicit
maritime activity” said Capt. Kate Higgins-Bloom, captain of
the port and commander of Coast Guard Sector Delaware Bay. “We
are fortunate to have a great group of federal, state, and
local partners  here  in  Philadelphia.   Working  as  an
interagency team is one of the most efficient ways for us to
secure  and  defend  the  ports  and  waterways  that  fuel  our
national economic security.” 

This operation was led by members of Sector Delaware Bay’s
response  and  prevention  departments.  Participating  agencies
included the Philadelphia Police Department and Transportation
Security  Administration’s  Vehicle  Intermodal  Prevention  and
Response team. 

The Maritime Transportation Security Act provides a framework
for ensuring the security of maritime commerce and domestic
ports. The act’s main goal is to prevent a transportation
security  incident  which  is  defined  as  any  incident  that
results in significant loss of life, environmental damage,
transportation system disruption and economic disruption to a
particular area. 

“When we conduct these missions, we focus our efforts towards
dismantling the exploitation of the maritime transportation
system from drug trafficking operations and other maritime
crime,”  said  Lt.  Cmdr.  Matthew  Zangle,  the  enforcement
division chief at Sector Delaware Bay. “Our partnership with



local  and  federal  agencies  to  disrupt  the  smuggling  of
narcotics like fentanyl and to deter illicit activity within
the  port  not  only  increases  our  maritime  security  and
resilience  but  also  ensures  the  safety  of  the  general
public.”  

While conducting the operation, the Coast Guard’s prevention
inspectors ensured  compliance  of  federal  regulations  which
resulted in the positive identification of improperly stowed
hazardous materials inside a shipping container. The container
was detained and released upon corrective action taken by the
responsible party. 

“What  this  operation  proved  is  we  have  the  know-how  and
interagency relationships necessary to get the job done and
ensure a major point of entry in our country remains safe and
secure,” said Higgins-Bloom. 

Golden  Dome  ‘Only  Hope
Against  the  Existential
Threat  of  an  EMP  Attack,’
Expert Says
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From Ascot Media News, March 17, 2025 

Washington, D.C., March 14, 2025 — A “Golden Dome” missile
defense  shield  designed  to  detect,  track  and  intercept
incoming ballistic weapons would offer the United States the
best  protection  possible  against  advanced  missile  threats,
including  electromagnetic  pulse  (EMP)  weapons,  explains
William R. Forstchen, Ph.D., widely recognized as a leading
authority on EMP technology and its potential consequences. 
 
“The Golden Dome is our only hope against the existential
threat of an EMP attack,” Forstchen said. “Every day we go



without  such  a  defense  is  yet  another  day  when  we  are
vulnerable  to  an  EMP  attack  that  could  destroy  America’s
electrical and electronic infrastructure, setting our 21st-
century  society  back  to  the  19th  century  or  even
earlier. Within  a  year,  the  majority  of  Americans  would
perish.” 
 
Forstchen has provided guidance to federal, state and local
governments,  as  well  as  private  organizations,  on  the
potential widespread impact of an EMP event. A sought-after
speaker, Forstchen has shared his expertise at conferences
across the United States, educating audiences on the critical
need for preparedness. 
 
Citing the country’s already vulnerable energy grid, Forstchen
said an EMP attack would wipe out power and set off a cascade
of deadly events. The first necessity people would lose is
water, followed by food supply and medication. Then, disease
would set in. Long-term survival, he added, would depend on
being in the right place at the right time with the right food
supply. 
 
“I believe the threat of America being hit by an EMP weapon is
the single greatest danger to our survival,” Forstchen said.
“Electricity is the fundamental building block of our society.
Everything is predicated on electrification.” 
 
An EMP causes widespread cataclysmic damage to power grids due
to what’s called the Compton effect, he explained. 
 
“An electromagnetic pulse is the byproduct of detonating a
nuclear weapon. When a nuclear weapon is detonated 200 to 250
miles above the earth, the gamma ray burst when it hits the
upper atmosphere sets off the Compton effect. In essence, a
giant electrostatic discharge hits the earth’s surface and
wipes out electronic devices as well as entire power grids,
leaving affected areas in the dark,” he said. 



 
Forstchen has written extensively about the devastating impact
of EMP strikes, beginning with his New York Times bestseller,
One Second After, which offers a realistic look at a weapon
and its awesome power to destroy the entire United States,
literally within one second. One Second After spawned three
sequels, each of which is a fictional exploration rooted in
the cold, solid facts of how an EMP strike above U.S. soil
would impact society. 
 

ZE  Government  Solutions
Partners  with  HavocAI  to
Deliver  Computer  Vision
Capabilities
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Object  Detection  Software  to  be  Integrated  into  Unmanned
Maritime Vessels 

PHILADELPHIA, March 17, 2025 — ZE Government Solutions (ZEGS),
a wholly owned subsidiary of A.I.-based gun detection leader
ZeroEyes, today announced it has partnered with HavocAI Inc.,
a  leading  innovator  in  autonomous  uncrewed  surface  vessel
technology, to deliver customized computer vision capabilities
that  will  be  integrated  with  HavocAI’s  maritime  autonomy
platforms. 

HavocAI’s technology enables a single operator to command and



control thousands of autonomous assets. The company’s platform
is  designed  to  provide  significant  cost  efficiencies,
operational reliability, and scalable solutions for a wide
range of applications, from defense missions to commercial
ventures. 

“We are thrilled to partner with the ZeroEyes team, many of
whom are military veterans, to work with us on developing and
delivering  computer  vision  capability  to  our  defense
customers,”  said  Paul  Lwin,  CEO  of  HavocAI.  “These
capabilities will help us to build mission-critical aspects of
our autonomy platform.” 

“ZeroEyes  has  mastered  the  ability  to  build  and  deploy
customized  computer  vision  solutions  for  a  wide  range  of
government customers,” noted Dustin Kisling, Executive Vice
President of ZE Government Solutions. “We are very excited to
partner with the HavocAI team, who are leaders in deploying
maritime autonomy and unmanned surface vessels for critical
national security mission sets.”  

USS  Truxtun  Deploys  from
Naval Station Norfolk 
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NAVAL STATION NORFOLK (Aug. 10, 2020) – The Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroyer USS Truxtun (DDG 103) returns
to Naval Station Norfolk following a seven-month deployment.
As part of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group,
Truxtun  operated  in  the  U.S.  5th  and  6th  fleet  area  of
operations to maintain maritime stability and security and
ensure access, deter aggression and defend U.S., allied and
partner  interests.  (U.S.  Navy  photo  by  Mass  Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Jacob Milham/RELEASED)
From U.S. 2nd Fleet Public Affairs, March 15, 2025 

NORFOLK, Va. (Mar. 15, 2025) – The Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Truxtun (DDG 103) departed Naval Station
Norfolk for a scheduled independent deployment today. 

The  ship’s  departure  comes  after  months  of  training,
maintenance,  and  certification  events,  which  ultimately
prepared the ship for a multitude of operations. Ultimately
enhancing the Navy’s ability to detect and counter threats
when directed. 
 
“Being ready to fight and win isn’t just a goal, it’s a way of



life for Truxtun Sailors. This crew is unmatched in their
perseverance  and  dedication  to  the  ship’s  warfighting
readiness and tactical proficiency,” said Cmdr. James Koffi,
Truxtun’s commanding officer.  
 
“I am confident that our team will perform to the highest
standards of excellence, providing sustained credible combat
power and remaining a warship ready for tasking anywhere when
called upon around the globe.” 
 
Truxtun, stationed in Norfolk, Va., is a multi-mission guided-
missile destroyer with air warfare, anti-submarine warfare,
naval surface fire support, and surface warfare capability.
Its ship’s company includes approximately 300 Sailors, with an
additional 40 embarked air wing personnel assigned to the
“Vipers” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 48. 
 
“The maritime environment presents complex challenges, and the
Navy demands well-trained and capable warfighters, and Truxton
will deliver when called upon,” said, Vice Adm. Doug Perry,
commander, U.S. 2nd Fleet. “These Sailors are adaptable, and
our  Navy  has  charged  them  to  press  forward  and  challenge
threats against our nation, Allies and partners.” 
 
Truxtun  last  deployed  in  2023  with  the  George  H.W.  Bush
Carrier Strike Group. During this time, the ship operated in
U.S. 5th and 6th Fleet areas of operation and participated in
Exercise AMAN, Exercise Juniper Oak 23-2, and International
Maritime Exercise 2023. 
 
“Our Navy, our crew, and our ships combine to make the U.S. a
capable force,” said Perry. “For 250 years, the Navy has been
a force to be reckoned with, and we stand ready to fight. I am
confident in Truxtun delivering when called upon.” 
 
Truxtun was commissioned on April 25, 2009. The ship is named
for Commodore Thomas Truxtun, who was selected as one of the



Navy’s initial six captains on June 4, 1798. 
 
U.S.  2nd  Fleet,  reestablished  in  2018  in  response  to  the
changing  global  security  environment,  develops  and  employs
maritime ready forces to fight across multiple domains in the
Atlantic  and  Arctic  in  order  to  ensure  access,  deter
aggression and defend U.S., allied, and partner interests. 
 
For  more  U.S.  2nd  Fleet  news  and  photos,  visit
facebook.com/US2ndFleet,  https://www.c2f.usff.navy.mil/,  X  –
@US2ndFleet,  and
https://www.linkedin.com/company/commander-u-s-2nd-fleet. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Reliance
Returns  Home  After  60-Day
Maritime  Border  Security
Patrol 
From U.S. Coast Guard 8th District, March 14, 2025 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Reliance
(WMEC 615) returned to their home port in Pensacola, Monday,
following a 60-day patrol in the Florida Straits, Windward
Passage and Gulf of America. 

Reliance deployed in support of Homeland Security Task Force –
Southeast (HSTF-SE) and Operation Vigilant Sentry (OVS) while
underway  in  the  Seventh  Coast  Guard  District’s area  of
responsibility, where crew members contributed to safeguarding
America by patrolling U.S. maritime borders. 

https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-cutter-reliance-returns-home-after-60-day-maritime-border-security-patrol/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-cutter-reliance-returns-home-after-60-day-maritime-border-security-patrol/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-cutter-reliance-returns-home-after-60-day-maritime-border-security-patrol/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-cutter-reliance-returns-home-after-60-day-maritime-border-security-patrol/


While underway, the crew assisted in the interdiction of 12
aliens attempting to reach the United States unlawfully by
sea, including several young children. Crew members provided
humanitarian aid and care until the aliens were repatriated to
their country of origin.  

Reliance  maintained  presence  and  directed  operations  for
additional Coast Guard assets to deter dangerous and unlawful
alien  migration  departures  in  the  Windward  Passage,  which
enabled other Coast Guard crews to assist with joint force
operations for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)-led
mission at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

While  at  sea  in  the  Eighth  Coast  Guard  District  area  of
responsibility,  Reliance’s  crew  patrolled  the  U.S.-Mexico
maritime  border  in  the  Gulf  of  America  to  deter  illicit
activity  such  as  illegal  maritime  migration,  fishing  and
smuggling at sea. 

Reliance’s crew also worked with two nearby Coast Guard air
stations to conduct flight operations and maintain critical
ship-helicopter interoperability. 

“I am enormously proud and impressed by the Reliance crew’s
exceptional  professionalism,  versatility  and  adaptability,
which  they  demonstrated  across  multiple  dynamic,  high-
profile and demanding missions during this patrol,” said Cmdr.
Aaron  Kowalczk,  commanding  officer  of  Reliance.  “Their
tireless  commitment  to  the  aggressive  deterrence  of  alien
maritime  migration  ventures  and  the  relentless  compassion
displayed  in  their  dedication  to  the  Coast  Guard’s
humanitarian  mission  was  exemplary,  once  again  saving
countless  lives  while  safeguarding  our  borders.”  

Established in 2003, HSTF-SE is the DHS-led interagency task
force  charged  with directing  operational  and  tactical
planning, command and control, and functions as a standing
organization to deter, mitigate and respond to maritime mass



migration in the Caribbean Sea and Florida Straits.   

OVS is the 2004 DHS plan that provides the structure for
deploying  joint  air  and  surface  assets  and  personnel  to
respond  to  irregular  maritime  migration  in  the  Caribbean
corridor of the United States. Its primary objectives are to
prevent the unnecessary loss of life at sea while deterring
and dissuading maritime mass migration alongside our federal,
state and local partners.    

Reliance is a 210-foot, Reliance-class medium endurance cutter
with a crew of 77. The cutter’s primary missions are counter-
narcotics and migrant interdiction operations, living marine
resources protection, and search and rescue in support of U.S.
Coast Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere.  

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer  and  enlisted  opportunities.  Information  on  how  to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here.   

USNS Wally Schirra Completes
Major  Maintenance  at  South
Korean Shipyard 
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GYEONGSANGNAM-DO, Republic of Korea—Military Sealift Command’s
(MSC) Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo ship USNS Wally Schirra
(T-AKE 8) departs Hanwha Ocean shipyard after a seven-month
overhaul at Gyeongsangnam-do, Republic of Korea, March 12,
2025. (Courtesy photo)
GYEONGSANGNAM-DO,  Republic  of  Korea  –  Military  Sealift
Command’s (MSC) Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo ship USNS
Wally  Schirra  (T-AKE  8)  completed  a  seven-month  regular
overhaul (ROH) at Hanwha Ocean, Gyeongsangnam-do, Republic of
Korea, March 12, 2025. 

The ROH marks the first time that a Republic of Korea shipyard
has bid on and won an ROH contract of this scale for an MSC
vessel. The ROH is much larger work vice voyage repairs (VRs),
which are conducted routinely in the Republic of Korea. 
 
“The  Republic  of  Korea’s  ability  to  conduct  large-scale
maintenance  to  USNS  ships  within  the  Indo-Pacific  Theater
demonstrates  the  strong  strategic  partnership  between  the



Republic of Korea and the United States,” said Rear Adm. Neil
Koprowski, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Korea. “Maintenance in
Theater  reduces  downtime  and  costs,  while  enhancing
operational readiness. This is a landmark achievement to be
celebrated as a symbol of our strengthened partnership and
ironclad commitment to the ROK-U.S. alliance.” 

ROH conducted aboard Wally Schirra in the Republic of Korea
included  dry  docking,  and  more  than  300  work  items  that
addressed hull corrosion and a full rudder replacement. 
 
“Hanwha addressed extensive deterioration and damage to the
hull, propeller, rudder, and rudder post/steering gear,” said
Cmdr. Patrick J. Moore, commanding officer, MSC Office-Korea.
“Notably,  Hanwha  engineers  reverse-engineered  the  damaged
rudder, completely replacing the unit when blueprint were not
available.  This  saved  significant  time  and  resources  in
getting  Wally  Schirra  back  to  sea,  a  testament  to  their
resilient  supply  chains,  advanced  automations,  and  skilled
workforce.” 
 
Wally Schirra is one of the many ships that are part of the
U.S. Navy’s Combat Logistics Force (CLF). CLF are the supply
lines to U.S. Navy ships while at sea. These ships provide
virtually everything Navy ships need including fuel, food,
fleet  ordnance,  dry  cargo,  spare  parts,  mail,  and  other
supplies. 
 
“We appreciated the opportunity to complete this maintenance
in the Republic of Korea, which will ensure Wally Schirra is
ready  for  any  tasking,”  said  Moore.  “The  addition  of  ROH
capability for MSC ships in the Republic of Korea’s shipping
industry adds additional means to deliver repair of military
logistics vessels in order to sustain the readiness necessary
to support Fleet operations.” 
 
CLF ships enable the Navy fleet to remain at sea and combat



ready for extended periods of time. In addition to U.S. Navy
ships,  CLF  ships  also  resupply  international  partners  and
allies operating in the Indo-Pacific Region. 
 
MSC  Far  East  supports  the  U.S.  7th  Fleet  and  ensures
approximately 50 ships in the Indo-Pacific Region are manned,
trained, and equipped to deliver essential supplies, fuel,
cargo, and equipment to U.S. forces and coalition partners,
both at sea and on shore. 


