
Bollinger  Shipyards  Launches
Inaugural  Shipfitter  Boot
Camp

Partnership  with  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community
College, South Mississippi Planning & Development District and
AccelerateMS will hire and train the next generation of Gulf
Coast shipbuilders 

PASCAGOULA,  MS.  –  (June  20,  2024) This  week,  Bollinger
Shipyards (“Bollinger”) kicked off the inaugural Shipfitter
Bootcamp,  an  innovative  workforce  development  initiative
alongside Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College (MGCCC),
the  South  Mississippi  Planning  &  Development  District  and
AccelerateMS  that  will  recruit,  hire,  and  train  the  next
generation  of  skilled  shipbuilders,  ensuring  Bollinger’s
workforce  in  Mississippi  remains  second  to  none  in  the
shipbuilding industry. The Shipfitter Bootcamp is a critical
step  to  establishing  Bollinger  Shipyards  as  a  Center  of
Excellence  in  the  design  and  construction  of  heavy  polar
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icebreakers. 

The  Shipfitter  Bootcamp  is  a  comprehensive  workforce
development  program  designed  to  equip  current  and  future
Bollinger employees with the essential skills and knowledge
required to take their careers to the next level. Through a
blend  of  classroom  instruction  and  hands-on  experience,
students will learn the essential functions that are required
to become a Shipfitter in a 14-week program.  The first 12
weeks will be taught at MGCCC and the final 2 weeks will be
taught on-site at Bollinger Mississippi Shipbuilding located
in Pascagoula, Mississippi.  Upon successful completion of the
program each Shipfitter Trainee will be evaluated and their
compensation will increase according to their skill level. 

“We are thrilled to launch this exciting new program that will
ensure  Bollinger  and  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  remain
synonymous with best-in-class defense shipbuilding,” said Ben
Bordelon, CEO of Bollinger Shipyards. “Our industry relies on
the expertise and dedication of skilled shipfitters, and this
bootcamp will provide invaluable training and opportunities
for individuals looking to start or advance their careers at
Bollinger. When we invest in our Mississippi workforce, we’re
investing  in  and  ensuring  the  future  success  of  our
industry.”  

Participants in Bollinger’s Shipfitter Bootcamp will benefit
from state-of-the-art facilities and resources at MGCCC, as
well as becoming a Bollinger employee and earning an income
while  they  learn.   This  opportunity  not  only  provides  an
income for themselves and their families, but it also offers
full benefits, paid holidays and vacation.  The bootcamp is
open  to  anyone  who  is  interested  in  learning  the  skills
necessary to become a Shipfitter. 

“For over seven decades, Bollinger has exhibited excellence
and innovation in the shipbuilding industry,” said Jonathan
Woodward, Ph.D., Vice President for Teaching & Learning and



Community  Campus  at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community
College. “Bollinger Mississippi has consistently delivered the
highest  quality  ships  by  accentuating  efficiency  and
effectiveness  –  rising  above  external  challenges. The
paramount challenge in all sectors of the current economy is
human capital. The Shipfitter Bootcamp illustrates a novel,
practical, and attractive approach to meet this challenge head
on.” 

“Shipbuilding  is  a  critical  defense  industry  and  a  major
contributor to the economic growth of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast,”  said  Dr.  Courtney  Taylor,  Executive  Director  of
AccelerateMS. “These students have the opportunity to achieve
success through training programs that few other fields can
offer. We’re proud to support initiatives like these, which
equip a new generation of workers to drive the industry’s
evolution in our state.”

Austal  USA  Starts
Construction on T-ATS 13
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MOBILE, Ala. – Austal USA has started construction on the
future USNS James D. Fairbanks (T-ATS 13), the third of five
steel U.S. Navy Navajo Class Towing, Salvage, and Rescue Ships
Austal USA has under contract with the Navy. Construction is
well underway on both the future USNS Billy Frank Jr. (T-ATS
11) and USNS Solomon Atkinson (T-ATS 12).   

“It’s exciting to see another ship begin traveling down the
steel production line which has been busy since we opened it
just a little over two years ago,” Austal USA Vice President
of New Construction Dave Growden said. “I’m proud of how well
our workforce is handling the diversity of work we have taken
on since the steel line became active.” 

The ship’s namesake, James D. Fairbanks, was a Camp Pendleton
Marine  who  also  served  in  the  Navy,  where  he  became  a
prominent figure in the Seabees. Fairbanks grew up on the
White Earth Indian Reservation in northern Minnesota and went
on to compile an impressive service record. He first served



with  Second  Battalion  Eleventh  Marines  (2/11)  at  Camp
Pendleton  and  then  did  two  tours  in  the  Navy.  The  first
included service during Operation Iraqi Freedom, where he was
awarded the Bronze Star. Fairbanks also was hailed for his
service  in  the  Seabees,  the  Navy’s  storied  construction
battalion. 

T-ATS  will  provide  ocean-going  tug,  salvage,  and  rescue
capabilities to support U.S. Navy fleet operations and will be
a multi mission common hull platform capable of towing heavy
ships.  These  ships  will  also  support  several  missions,
including  oil  spill  response,  humanitarian  assistance,  and
wide area search and surveillance.  

Platform  Aerospace’s  Vanilla
UAS – Communications Relay at
Valiant Shield 2024  
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HOLLYWOOD,  Md.,  June  20,  2024  (Newswire.com)  –  Platform
Aerospace’s  Ultra-Long  Endurance  Group  3  Unmanned  Aircraft
System (UAS), Vanilla, completed mission requirements during a
27-hour flight at the Valiant Shield 2024 (VS24) exercise in
Guam. 

From June 7th to June 18th, Platform Aerospace participated in
VS24, a training exercise built on the collaborative efforts
of the United States Navy, Marine Corps, Army, Air Force,
Coast Guard, Space Force, and partner nations. 

Upon take-off from Andersen Air Force Base (AAFB) in Guam,
Vanilla  completed  mission  requirements  by  demonstrating
communications relay functionality through Link 16 (BATS-D)
and Silvus radio connections to other participating assets,
including  High  Altitude  Balloons  (HABS)  and  manned  and
unmanned air and surface vessels. In the early hours of June
13th,  Vanilla  flew  through  substantial  precipitation,



including multiple events of 1,000 ft/min climbs and descents
due to airmass motion, in the mission airspace. Due to ongoing
extreme weather, Platform Aerospace operators returned to base
early rather than risk damage to the aircraft. 

On June 14, Vanilla returned to AAFB and executed a normal
landing  on  runway  24R.  Landing  occurred  at  11:21  local,
concluding a 1-day, 3-hour, 2-minute flight with the Link 16
relay  active  for  the  entire  duration.  Whereas  this  is  a
relatively short flight for Vanilla, which has demonstrated
>8-days of unrefueled endurance in a desert environment, this
flight  demonstrates  advanced  technology  readiness  for  any
military operational environment. 

Vanilla can be configured for Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance  (ISR),  Communications  Relay,  Decoy,  Air
Launched  Effects  (ALE),  Signals  Intelligence  (SIGINT),
Electronic Warfare (EW), or any combination of those mission
requirements. 

Vanilla  is  a  Rapid  Defense  Experimentation  Reserve  (RDER)
Program;  VS24  was  Vanilla’s  graduation  event  and  formal
Technology  Readiness  Level  (TRL)  8  assessment.  Platform
Aerospace participated in VS24 in partnership with OUSD(R&E)
and the 3rd MDTF. 

June  20  Central  Command
Update
From U.S. Central Command 

June 20, 2024
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TAMPA,  Fla.  – In  the  past  24  hours,  U.S.  Central  Command
(USCENTCOM) forces successfully destroyed four Iranian-backed
Houthi uncrewed surface vessels (USV) in the Red Sea, and two
uncrewed aerial systems (UAS) over the Red Sea. 

There were no injuries or damage reported by U.S., coalition,
or merchant vessels.  

It was determined these systems presented an imminent threat
to U.S. forces, coalition forces, and merchant vessels in the
region.  These  actions  were  taken  to  protect  freedom  of
navigation and make international waters safer and more secure
for U.S., coalition, and merchant vessels. 

SECNAV:  Hanwha  Group’s
Acquisition  of  Philly
Shipyard a ‘Game Changer’
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From SECNAV Public Affairs 

ARLINGTON, Va.– In February 2024, Secretary Del Toro traveled
to Korea and Japan to meet with key shipbuilding executives.
While in Korea, he toured Hanwha and HD Hyundai shipyards and
met with company leaders. In his meetings with Hanwha Vice
Chairman Dong Kwon Kim and his tour of their Geoje Island
shipyard, he witnessed the Hanwha Group’s expertise, cutting-
edge technology, and best practices, which will energize the
American  shipbuilding  landscape.  They  bring  world-class
leadership, fostering renewed competition through innovation
and industrial capacity.  

Del Toro released the following statement: 

“Hanwha’s acquisition of Philly Shipyard is a game-changing
milestone in our new Maritime Statecraft. This will bring good
paying union jobs to Philadelphia, a city with a 250-year
relationship with the U.S. Navy.  Knowing how they will change
the competitive U.S. shipbuilding landscape, I could not be
more excited to welcome Hanwha as the first Korean shipbuilder
to come to American shores—and I am certain they will not be
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the last.”  

Secretary Del Toro has made Maritime Statecraft and restoring
the comprehensive maritime power of the United States a key
component  of  his  tenure  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  This
acquisition  aligns  with  both  the  Maritime  Statecraft
initiative and the Department of Defense’s National Defense
Industrial Strategy. The Department of the Navy looks forward
to collaborating with Hanwha Group in the future to ensure the
continued strength of the American maritime industry. 

U.S.  Navy  Efforts  Aid  in
Baltimore Channel Reopening

BALTIMORE  (May  13,  2024)  A  Naval  Sea  Systems  Command
Supervisor of Salvage and Diving harbor boat secures the area
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around the Francis Scott Key Bridge and the M/V Dali cargo
vessel before a highly controlled demolition. (U.S. Navy photo
by Lt. Jason Showmaker)
By  Naval  Sea  Systems  Command  Office  of  Corporate
Communications SUPSALV  

June 12, 2024 

BALTIMORE — The U.S. Navy’s Supervisor of Salvage and Diving
(SUPSALV)  led  critical  efforts  in  support  of  the  Unified
Command  in  clearing  the  Port  of  Baltimore’s  Fort  McHenry
Federal Channel, following the M/V Dali’s collision into the
Francis Scott Key Bridge. 
 
“In the aftermath of the tragic accident and profound sadness
experienced by the City of Baltimore and indeed the nation, I
am  proud  of  the  extraordinary  work  and  professionalism
displayed by our Sailors and civilians, under the supervision
of Capt. Sal Suarez, in support of the Key Bridge Response
Unified Command,” said Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro.
“Our Navy and Marine Corps Team remains critical to defending
our economic security, including the crucial efforts of our
Navy’s  diving  and  salvage  experts  to  keep  our  waterways
open.” 
 
SUPSALV arrived within hours after tasking by the U.S, Army
Corps of Engineers to support the Unified Command by leading
the clearing of the Baltimore Harbor waterway. The team, along
with  several  private  maritime  salvage  companies,  mobilized
resources to the site and worked to remove debris, support
truss cuts, rigging and bridge sections. Their efforts also
included controlled explosions that allowed the Dali to be
refloated and moved back to port. 
 
“SUPSALV expertise is recognized throughout the U.S. Navy,
Department of Defense and other federal agencies,” said Capt.
Sal  Suarez,  commander,  Supervisor  of  Salvage  and  Diving.
SUPSALV provides technical, operational, and emergency support



in marine salvage, towing, pollution control and abatement,
diving and diving system safety and certification, diving and
salvage equipment procurement, and underwater ship husbandry.
Its expertise in marine salvage has been leveraged globally
removing a sunken dredge barge in Alexandroupoli, Greece, in
2019, and recently clearing Louisiana waterways impacted by
Hurricane Ida in 2021. 
 
“SUPSALV supports other federal agencies and the country with
its national response capability, including active duty and
contractor  salvage  experts,”  said  Paul  Hankins,  director,
Salvage Operations at SUPSALV. “We have resources and support
agreements in place so we can immediately respond with our
expertise and resources when called upon.” 
 
Throughout the entirety of the process SUPSALV was responsible
for managing all on-scene assets tasked with debris removal
and channel clearing effort. Each day began at 06:30 a.m. to
coordinate assets, align on objectives and finished daily at
5:30 p.m. to share what was accomplished that day and what
they plan to accomplish next. 
 
SUPSALV provides technical, operational, and emergency support
in marine salvage, towing, pollution control and abatement,
diving and diving system safety and certification, diving and
salvage equipment procurement, and underwater ship husbandry. 

June  18/19  U.S.  Central
Command Update
From U.S. Central Command 
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June 19,2024

TAMPA,  Fla.  – In  the  past  24  hours,  U.S.  Central  Command
(USCENTCOM) forces successfully destroyed two Iranian-backed
Houthi uncrewed surface vessels (USV) in the Red Sea. 

Separately, USCENTCOM forces successfully destroyed one ground
control station and one command and control node in a Houthi
controlled area of Yemen. 

It was determined these systems presented an imminent threat
to U.S. forces, coalition forces, and merchant vessels in the
region.  These  actions  were  taken  to  protect  freedom  of
navigation and make international waters safer and more secure
for U.S., coalition, and merchant vessels. 

June 18, 2024

TAMPA,  Fla.  – In the  past  24  hours,  U.S.  Central  Command
(USCENTCOM) forces successfully destroyed eight Iranian-backed
Houthi uncrewed aerial systems (UAS) in a Houthi controlled
area of Yemen. 

Additionally, partner forces successfully destroyed one Houthi
uncrewed aerial vehicle (UAV) over the Gulf of Aden. There
were no injuries or damage reported by U.S., coalition, or
merchant vessels.  

It was determined these systems presented an imminent threat
to U.S., coalition forces, and merchant vessels in the region.
These actions were taken to protect freedom of navigation and
make international waters safer and more secure for U.S.,
coalition, and merchant vessels. 



Lockheed  Martin  Delivers
2,700th  C-130  Hercules
Tactical Airlifter

MARIETTA, Ga., June 18, 2024 /PRNewswire/ — Lockheed Martin
recently delivered the 2,700th Hercules multi-mission tactical
airlifter, increasing the size, reach, and strength of the
worldwide C-130 fleet. 

This landmark aircraft is a KC-130J Super Hercules tanker
operated by the U.S. Marine Corps’ VMGR-252 at MCAS Cherry
Point, North Carolina. 

Defined by its proven performance and unmatched versatility,
operators in 70 nations around the world fly C-130 airlifters
to support any mission – anywhere, any time. The current C-130
production model is the C-130J Super Hercules, which includes
the KC-130J tactical tanker. To date, the C-130J is certified
to support 18 different mission requirements. 

“The Lockheed Martin team is honored to deliver this milestone
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Super Hercules to the U.S. Marine Corps, where it will be part
of the largest KC-130J fleet in the world and provide true
force amplification across the globe,” said Rod McLean, vice
president  and  general  manager  of  Lockheed  Martin’s  Air
Mobility & Maritime Missions line of business. “Not only does
this Hercules represent the 2,700th C-130 delivered, but it
also  reflects  the  inherent  mission  and  performance
adaptability that fuels the C-130’s ongoing relevance.”
The  KC-130J  is  the  global  standard  for  tactical  tankers,
refueling  a  majority  of  rotary-wing  aircraft  in  operation
today and multiple fixed-wing aircraft including the Lockheed
Martin F-35B/C Lighting II fighter aircraft. With its truly
tactical design, the KC-130J has the ability to fly at the
slow speeds and low altitudes that are ideal when refueling
helicopters.

Always evolving, continually innovating, and ready for what’s
next, the Super Hercules leads the charge by setting standards
and  shaping  the  future  of  tactical  airlift  missions  –
 including  humanitarian  operations  around  the  world.  The
global C-130J fleet spans 26 operators in 22 nations with 20+
airworthiness  certifications.  With  nearly  3  million  flight
hours  logged  across  the  global  fleet  of  540+  C-130Js,
invaluable insights gained from missions in every scenario
equip the C-130J for what’s next. 

L3Harris  and  Startup
Accomplish  Milestone  in
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Proving  Resilient,
Distributed  Maritime
Autonomous Operations

MELBOURNE,  Fla.,  June  18,  2024 — L3Harris  Technologies
(NYSE:LHX)  joined  maritime  startup  Seasats  to  successfully
test the advanced capabilities of an autonomous surface vessel
(ASV) in the Pacific Ocean.  

Seasats  and  L3Harris  demonstrated  reliable,  resilient  and
effective operations off the coast of Hawaii with a surfboard-
size ASV after completing a 2,500-mile journey from San Diego,
California, to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The 10-week voyage also
proved the ASV’s seaworthiness while continuously operating in
challenging conditions.  

“The ability of ASVs to prove their prolonged and reliable
operations in the ocean is critical for establishing their
effectiveness as a hard-to-detect, autonomous and affordable
platform  for  L3Harris’  collaborative  network  payloads  –
essential  for  military  effectiveness  in  contested
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environments,” said Andrew Puryear, Vice President and Chief
Technology  Officer,  L3Harris.  “We  are  committed  to
collaborating with promising startups on innovative solutions
that will make an impact in supporting the U.S., its allies
and partners.”  

Seasats manufactures ASVs under the product name Lightfish,
which operate autonomously in all maritime environments for up
to six months. 

“We were extremely pleased how well the Lightfish navigated
the challenges of an open ocean environment during our transit
to Hawaii,” said Mike Flanigan, CEO and President, Seasats.
“We  see  ASVs  as  a  force  multiplier  and  another  way  to
affordably and quickly grow U.S. naval presence around the
world.” 

Seasats is a privately-owned company that designs and produces
solar-powered maritime ASVs for military and commercial use.
L3Harris strategically invested in Seasats in 2022 as part of
its  ongoing  strategy  to  adopt  emerging  technologies  that
address customers’ growing requirements for innovative, agile
solutions that can be fielded rapidly.  

SECNAV Names Ship in Honor of
Narragansett  Tribe  of  Rhode
Island
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From SECNAV Public Affairs 

18 June 2024 

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro announced today that a
future Navajo-class Towing, Salvage, and Rescue (T-ATS) ship
will be named USNS Narragansett in honor of the Narragansett
Indian Tribe of Rhode Island, June 18. 

WASHINGTON – Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro announced
today that a future Navajo-class Towing, Salvage, and Rescue
(T-ATS) ship will be named USNS Narragansett in honor of the
Narragansett Indian Tribe of Rhode Island, June 18. 

Secretary  Del  Toro  made  the  announcement  on  the  90th
Anniversary  of  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act.  

The Indian Reorganization Act, signed by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, was aimed at decreasing Federal control of Native
American Indian Affairs. The Act presented a major reversal of
federal  policy  toward  Native  Americans  and  provided  them
greater control over their lands, allowing the formation of
legally recognized tribal governments and decreasing pressure
toward assimilation. 

The naming selection of the future USNS Narragansett (T-ATS
14)  follows  the  tradition  of  the  Navajo-class  of  naming



towing,  salvage  and  rescue  ships  after  prominent  Native
Americans or Native American tribes. Secretary Del Toro has
previously named three Navajo-class ships: USNS Billy Frank
Jr., USNS Solomon Atkinson, and USNS James D. Fairbanks. 

“Native Americans have been integral to the history of our
Nation; however, historically, the rights of Native Americans
have  been  drastically  impacted  in  negative  ways,”  said
Secretary Del Toro. “Today, on the 90th Anniversary of the
Indian Reorganization Act, I am honored to announce the name
of our newest Navajo-class T-ATS, the future USNS Narragansett
(T-ATS 14).”  

Prior to European contact, the Narragansett were a powerful
Algonquian-speaking  warrior  tribe  that  occupied  most  of
present-day Rhode Island from the Narragansett Bay in the east
to the Pawcatuck River in the West. They first encountered
European explorers in the 1520s when Giovanni de Verrazano
visited the region and provided land to Roger Williams in 1636
to establish the settlement of Providence. 

Increasing tensions with colonists led the Narragansett tribe
to unite with other tribes during King Philip’s War. Their
territory was gradually reduced to a 15,000-acre reservation
and the Narragansett people were officially recognized by the
federal government as the Narragansett Indian Tribe in April
1983. 

There  are  currently  approximately  2,400  members  of  the
Narragansett Indian Tribe living primarily in Rhode Island.
Five  naval  vessels  have  been  named  in  honor  of  the
Narragansett  people:  a  screw  sloop  (1859-1875),  a  troop
transport  (SP  2196)  (1918-1919),  a  ferry  boat  (YFB  1163)
(1918-1944), a fleet tug (AT 88) (1943-1946), and a fleet
ocean tug (T-ATF 167) (1979-2002). 

Navajo-class ships will provide ocean-going tug, salvage, and
rescue capabilities to support Fleet operations. The current



capabilities are provided by Powhatan-class T-ATF Fleet Tugs
and Safeguard-class T-ARS Rescue and Salvage vessels. Navajo-
class ships will be capable of towing U.S. Navy ships and will
have 6,000 square feet of deck space for embarked systems. 

More  information  on  our  towing,  salvage,  and  rescue  ship
programs can be found here. 

https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Article/2232242/fleet-ocean-tugs-t-ats/

