US Coast Guard Cutter
Resolute Returns Home From
Caribbean Patrol; Interdicts
Four Suspected Smugglers,
3,736 Pounds Of Illicit Drugs

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Resolute (WMEC 620) transits outbound
for sea from homeport, St. Petersburg, Florida, ahead of a
migrant interdiction and maritime safety and security patrol
in the Caribbean Sea, April 10, 2024. Resolute routinely
performs deterrence of illegal maritime migration throughout
the Windward Passage, prioritizing the safety of life at sea
and protecting the Nation’s southern maritime border. (U.S.
Coast Guard photo courtesy of Coast Guard Cutter Resolute)

U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, June 8, 2024

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. - The crew of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
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Resolute (WMEC 620) returned to their homeport in St.
Petersburg, Saturday, following a 60-day patrol of the
Caribbean, in support of Homeland Security Task Force -
Southeast’s Operation Vigilant Sentry and Joint Interagency
Task Force-South’s counterdrug mission.

While deployed within the Coast Guard’s Seventh District area
of operations, and off the southwest coast of Haiti, the
Resolute crew, together with the Coast Guard Cutter Mohawk
(WMEC 913), interdicted one go-fast vessel, apprehended four
suspected smugglers and seized 3,736 pounds of marijuana worth
more than $3.5 million.

In addition to the drug interdiction and deterring illegal
maritime migration, the Resolute crew conducted over 24 hours
of search and rescue efforts for two missing mariners after
the 90-foot Vanuatu-flagged schooner, De Gallant, sank
approximately 20 miles north of Great Inagua on May 21, 2024.
Resolute refueled Coast Guard helicopters searching for the
missing sailors, conducted strategic search patterns, and
recovered floating debris from De Gallant 1life rafts.
Together, Coast Guard and Royal Bahamas Defence Force crews
covered over 3,700 square miles before suspending the
search.

“The officers and crew of Resolute completed this deployment
in extraordinary fashion,” said Cmdr. Michael Ross, commanding
officer of Resolute. “They answered the call and responded to
each case with dignity, compassion and professionalism. The
Coast Guard’s overt presence in this region is essential to
deter dangerous and life-threatening maritime migration
ventures. Our extensive Coast Guard presence in the area
significantly decreased the number of migration events
preventing loss of life at sea while protecting the
homeland.”

Resolute 1is a 210-foot, Reliance-class medium endurance
cutter. The cutter’s primary missions are counter drug
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operations, migrant interdiction, and search and rescue 1in
support of U.S. Coast Guard operations throughout the Western
Hemisphere.

EpiSci Selected by Naval
Information Warfare Center
Pacific for Project
Overmatch’s Mission Autonomy
Proving Grounds

POWAY, California (10 June 2024) — The Naval Information
Warfare Center Pacific (NIWC PAC) has awarded EpiSci, a leader
in trusted warfighter autonomy solutions, a follow-on contract
for Project Overmatch’s Mission Autonomy Proving Grounds
following EpiSci’s successful performance during a 12-month
demonstration event. “As a hardware-agnostic software company
that prioritizes input from experienced military individuals
at every stage, EpiSci is uniquely positioned to be at the
forefront of the next stage of battle management solutions,”
said Aaron Gibney, EpiSci’s VP of Battle Management Command
and Control (BMC2).

With this award, EpiSci will continue to develop their domain
and vehicle-agnostic mission autonomy applications. EpiSci’s
TacticalAI-enabled software will enable heterogenous, multi-
domain swarms to work together and carry out missions for
Unmanned Surface Vehicle’s (USVs) and Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle'’'s (UAVs). The software-only capabilities reduce human
workload and enhance mission success rates and survivability
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on operational timelines.

EpiSci’s commitment to software-first methodologies offers
scalable autonomy solutions that transcend traditional
platform limitations. Capable of integrating on sensors or
weapons, or orchestrating diverse multi-domain platforms,
TacticalAI software ensures seamless collaboration and
operational efficiency.

“Our teams have integrated and operated TacticalAI-enabled
autonomy products on 12 uncrewed airborne and maritime
platform types in only 6 months,” said Bo Ryu, CEO of EpiSci.
“We are proud to be partnering with NIWC PAC and look forward
to meeting their needs with trusted, scalable autonomy
capabilities. This effort will broaden the application of our
software into maritime environments and ensure they have
access to our critical technology solutions.”

U.S. Central Command Update

From U.S. Central Command
June 11, 2024

TAMPA, Fla. — In the past 24 hours, U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) forces successfully destroyed two anti-ship cruise
missile (ASCM) Tlaunchers 1in a Houthi-controlled area of
Yemen.

It was determined the launchers presented an imminent threat
to U.S. and coalition forces and to merchant vessels
transiting the region. U.S. forces will continue to take
actions that protect freedom of navigation and make
international waters safer and more secure for vessels in the
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Red Sea region.
June 10, 2024

TAMPA, Fla. - In the past 24 hours, partner forces
successfully destroyed one uncrewed aerial system (UAS)
launched by Iranian-backed Houthis into the Gulf of Aden.
There were no injuries reported by U.S., coalition, or
merchant vessels.

It was determined the UAS presented an imminent threat to
U.S., coalition forces, and merchant vessels in the region.
These actions are taken to protect freedom of navigation and
make international waters safer and more secure for U.S.,
coalition, and merchant vessels.

RTX Awarded $677 Million US
Navy Contract for SPY-6
Family of Radars
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ANDOVER, Massachusetts, (June 10, 2024) — Raytheon, an RTX
(NYSE: RTX) business, was awarded a $677 million contract to
continue to produce AN/SPY-6(V) radars for the U.S. Navy. This
is the third option exercised from the March 2022 hardware,
production and sustainment contract that is valued up to $3
billion over five years.

Under this contract, the U.S. Navy will receive seven
additional radars, increasing the total amount of radars under
contract for procurement to 38.

“SPY-6 provides the fleet with superior air surveillance,
electronic warfare protection and enhanced detection
abilities,” said Barbara Borgonovi, president of Naval Power
at Raytheon. “This contract is a significant step forward in
ensuring this technology is delivered to ships to improve the
overall self-defense of the fleet.”

The U.S. Navy is integrating SPY-6 into its surface fleet
beginning with the USS Jack H. Lucas (DDG 125) that was
commissioned in October 2023. The USS Richard M. McCool Jr.
(LPD 29) is the second ship and the first to deploy the (V)2
variant. LPD 29 was delivered to the U.S. Navy April 11
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following successful completion of builder’s and acceptance
trials in the Gulf of Mexico. The SPY-6(V)2 radar not only
provides defense against missile threats but will also provide
air traffic control capability.

The SPY-6 family of radars is the most tested, most advanced
radar technology in production today. It is projected to be
deployed on 65 U.S. Navy ships over the next 10 years to
defend against air, surface, and ballistic threats.

Coast Guard Offloads $7.4
Million 1n Seized Cocalne,
Transfers Custody of 9
Smugglers to DEA in San Juan,
Puerto Rico


https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/p-lsCW68GYi9XGAtKAo2K?domain=rtx.com
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-7-4-million-in-seized-cocaine-transfers-custody-of-9-smugglers-to-dea-in-san-juan-puerto-rico/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-7-4-million-in-seized-cocaine-transfers-custody-of-9-smugglers-to-dea-in-san-juan-puerto-rico/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-7-4-million-in-seized-cocaine-transfers-custody-of-9-smugglers-to-dea-in-san-juan-puerto-rico/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-7-4-million-in-seized-cocaine-transfers-custody-of-9-smugglers-to-dea-in-san-juan-puerto-rico/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-7-4-million-in-seized-cocaine-transfers-custody-of-9-smugglers-to-dea-in-san-juan-puerto-rico/

From U.S. Coast Guard 7™ District, June 7, 2024

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Charles
David Jr. offloaded and transferred custody of 245 kilograms
of cocaine and nine suspected smugglers to Drug Enforcement
Administration authorities at Coast Guard Base San Juan,
Puerto Rico, Friday.

The seized contraband is estimated to have a wholesale value
of $7.4 million dollars, while the interdiction and seizure 1is
the result of multi-agency efforts involving Coast Guard’s
Western Hemisphere Strategy, the Caribbean Corridor Strike
Force Initiative and Operation Unified Resolve.

The Drug Enforcement Administration is 1leading the
investigation in this case.

In the early morning hours of June 3, 2023, the crew of the
Coast Guard Cutter Heriberto Hernandez located a suspect



vessel, approximately 75 nautical miles south of St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands. As cutter Heriberto Hernandez approached,
the crew observed the occupants of the suspect vessel jettison
multiple packages overboard. The crew of cutter Heriberto
Hernandez successfully stopped the suspect vessel that had
nine men onboard, who claimed to be Venezuelan nationals. The
cutter crew also recovered multiple packages of the jettisoned
cargo and seized a total of 10 bales and two additional bags,
with individual packages, which tested positive for cocaine.

The crew of cutter Heriberto Herndndez embarked the nine
detainees and seized contraband that were later transferred to
cutter Charles David Jr. for final transport to San Juan,
Puerto Rico.

“We appreciate the efforts of Cutter Heriberto Hernandez'’s
crew as well as the work and collaboration of all other Coast
Guard personnel, units and partner agencies involved in this
case,” said Lt. Cmdr. Edward Kunigonis, Sector San Juan chief
of enforcement. “The daily work and collaboration with our
federal, local and regional partners is critical to achieving
successful outcomes like in this case to help safeguard the
Caribbean region from this threat.”

“Today’'s successful interdiction and seizure underscore the
relentless commitment and collaboration of our federal, local,
and regional partners in combating drug trafficking in the
Caribbean,” said DEA Special Agent in Charge Denise Foster.
“The efforts of the Coast Guard and all agencies involved in
this operation are vital to our mission of safeguarding our
communities from the scourge of narcotics. The DEA will
continue to lead the investigation to ensure that those
responsible for these crimes are brought to justice.”

The Coast Guard’s efforts under Operation Unified Resolve
contribute to the interagency results being achieved daily
under Operation Caribbean Guard, which coordinates efforts
between the Coast Guard, DHS, and Commonwealth and Territorial



law enforcement partners, who are working diligently to deter,
detect and disrupt illicit maritime trafficking to Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

The Caribbean Corridor Strike Force is an initiative of the
U.S. Attorney’s Office created to disrupt and dismantle major
drug trafficking organizations operating in the Caribbean.
CCSF is part of the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
(HIDTA) and Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force
(OCDETF) that investigates South American-based drug
trafficking organizations responsible for the movement of
multi-kilogram quantities of narcotics using the Caribbean as
a transshipment point for further distribution to the United
States. The initiative 1s composed of HSI, the U.S. Attorney
for the District of Puerto Rico, the Drug Enforcement
Administration, the FBI, the Coast Guard, CBP and Puerto Rico
Police Department’s Joint Forces for Rapid Action.

June 9 U.S. Central Command
Update

From U.S. Central Command, June 9, 2024

TAMPA, Fla. — In the past 24 hours, Iranian-backed Houthis
launched two anti-ship ballistic missiles (ASBM) from Houthi
controlled areas of Yemen into the Gulf of Aden. One ASBM
struck M/V Tavvishi, a Liberian-flagged, Swiss owned and
operated container ship. M/V Tavvishi reported damage but has
continued underway. The second ASBM was successfully destroyed
by a coalition ship. There were no injuries reported by U.S.,
coalition, or merchant vessels.
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Separately, Iranian-backed Houthis launched one ASBM and one
anti-ship cruise missile (ASCM) into the Gulf of Aden. Both
missiles struck M/V Norderney, an Antigua and Barbados
flagged, German owned and operated cargo ship. M/V Norderney
reported damage but has continued underway. There were no
injuries reported by U.S., coalition, or merchant vessels.

Additionally, U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM) forces
successfully destroyed one uncrewed aerial system (UAS) over
the Gulf of Aden. Later, USCENTCOM forces successfully
destroyed two Houthi land attack cruise missiles (LACM) and
one missile launcher in Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen.

It was determined these systems presented an imminent threat
to U.S., coalition forces, and merchant vessels in the region.
This action was taken to protect freedom of navigation and
make international waters safer and more secure for U.S.,
coalition, and merchant vessels.

USS Mason Enters the
Mediterranean Sea After Seven
Months i1n the Red Sea
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The guided-missile destroyer USS Mason (DDG 87) sails in the
Gulf of Aden Nov. 25, 2023. (U.S. Navy Photo by MC3 Samantha
Alaman)

By U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa / U.S. Sixth Fleet
Public Affairs, June 8, 2024

MEDITERRANEAN SEA — Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Mason (DDG 87) transited the Suez Canal and
entered the Mediterranean Sea, June 7, 2024.

Mason entered the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations on Nov. 4,
2023 for a routine deployment as part of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group (IKECSG). While operating in
the Red Sea, Mason supported maritime security and stability
in the Middle East, providing assurance to maritime traffic by
deterring threats to the international rules based order and
freedom of navigation.

“Mason and the crew demonstrated a remarkable level of
operational support in the Red Sea over the past 7 months and
I am extremely proud of all their accomplishments,” said Cmdr.



Justin B. Smith, commanding officer of Mason. “I am eager for
the next chapter of 6th Fleet operations as we continue to
demonstrate our proficiency and mission support.”

Mason is deployed as a part of the Dwight D. Eisenhower (IKE)
Carrier Strike Group (CSG). IKECSG is operating in the U.S.
5th and 6th Fleet areas of operations to deepen strategic
relationships with allies and partners, and to support
maritime security and stability.

The strike group 1is commanded by CSG-2 and comprised of
flagship Dwight D. Eisenhower, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3 with
its nine squadrons, USS Philippine Sea (CG 58), and Destroyer
Squadron (DESRON) 22 with its guided missile destroyers.

For more than 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval
Forces Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic
relationships with our Allies and partners, leveraging a
foundation of shared values to preserve security and
stability.

Headquartered in Naples, Italy, NAVEUR-NAVAF operates U.S.
naval forces in the U.S. European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S.
Africa Command (USAFRICOM) areas of responsibility. U.S. 6th
Fleet is permanently assigned to NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs
maritime forces through the full spectrum of joint and naval
operations.

NOAA’s Hahn Selected for
Third Star, Deputy Under
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Secretary for Operations

From NOAA Public Affairs, June 7, 2024

NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps Rear Admiral Nancy A. Hann has
been selected for promotion to the rank of vice admiral and
will serve as NOAA’s deputy under secretary for operations,
beginning August 2024. Since 2021, Hann has served as director
of the NOAA Corps and NOAA Office of Marine and Aviation
Operations (OMAO).

In her new role as deputy under secretary for operations, Hann
will be responsible for the day-to-day management of the
agency’s national and international operations for oceanic and
atmospheric services, research and coastal and marine
stewardship.

“Vice Adm. (select) Hann is an experienced and well-respected
leader with an impressive resume of accomplishments,” said
NOAA Administrator Rick Spinrad, Ph.D. “I look forward to
working with her as a key member of my management team to
further advance NOAA’s mission.”

Hann will succeed Benjamin Friedman, who has held the role for
over eight years — the longest span of any NOAA deputy under
secretary for operations. Later this year, Friedman will
retire from the federal workforce after 30 years of service,
of which 14 years were served within NOAA. After retiring, he
will assume the role as chief operating officer for the SUNY
Research Foundation.

“Ben is a strong leader and a compassionate civil servant with
decades of public service,” Spinrad added. “I will miss his
thoughtful counsel and insight, and wish him all the best in
this new endeavor.”

“I am honored to have the opportunity to serve as NOAA’s next
deputy under secretary for operations and lead this team of
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accomplished and dedicated scientists,” said Vice Adm. Hann.
“I would like to thank my predecessor Benjamin Friedman for
his service and look forward to working with him as I fully
transition into my new position.”

Throughout her 25-year career as a NOAA Corps officer, Hann
has served aboard NOAA aircraft as both a pilot and flight
meteorologist, and has supported a variety of scientific
missions and multiple uncrewed aircraft as a pilot and project
manager. She has also served aboard NOAA Ships Miller Freeman
and Townsend Cromwell in support of fisheries surveys and
oceanographic research in the Pacific.

Hann has also previously served as executive officer at the
NOAA Marine Operations Center-Atlantic, associate director at
the NOAA Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory
and NOAA liaison to the U.S. Pacific Command.

Hann holds a master’s degree in public administration from the
John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, a
master’s degree in aeronautical science and space studies from
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and a bachelor’s degree
in marine science and biology from the University of San
Diego. She has received numerous awards, including the NOAA
Corps Meritorious Service Medal and multiple Department of
Commerce medals.

Rear Admiral Chad Cary has been nominated to succeed Hann as
the next director of the NOAA Corps and OMAO, pending U.S.
Senate confirmation.



Navy to Christen Future USNS
Cherokee Nation

From U.S. Navy Office of Information, 07 June 2024

The Navy will christen the Navajo-class towing, salvage, and
rescue ship, the future USNS Cherokee Nation (T-ATS 7), during
a 10 a.m. CDT ceremony Saturday, June 8, in Houma, Louisiana.

The Honorable Chuck Hoskin, Jr., Principal Chief of the
Cherokee Nation, will deliver the principal address. Remarks
will also be provided by the Honorable Franklin Parker,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs; Vice Adm. Scott Gray, commander, Navy Installation
Command; and Mr. Ben Bordelon, President and Chief Executive
Officer, Bollinger Shipyards. In a time-honored Navy
tradition, the ship’s sponsor, the Honorable Victoria Vazquez,
Deputy Speaker of the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council, will
christen the ship by breaking a bottle of sparkling wine
across the bow.

The future USNS Cherokee Nation is the second ship in 1its
class and will be operated by the Navy’s Military Sealift
Command. The vessels will replace the existing Powhatan-class
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T-ATF fleet ocean tugs and Safegquard-class T-ARS rescue and
salvage ships in service with the U.S. Military Sealift
Command.

The Navajo-class is a new series of towing, salvage, diving,
and rescue ships (T-ATS) being constructed for the U.S. Navy.
The Navajo-class is a multi-mission common hull platform that
will be deployed to support a range of missions such as
towing, rescue, salvage, diving, humanitarian assistance, oil

spill response and wide-area search and surveillance
operations.

USS Normandy Attends 80th D-
Day Remembrance
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USS Normandy (CG 60) (U.S. Navy Photo by MC1l Ryan Seelbach)
By U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa/ U.S. Sixth Fleet
Public Affairs

June 5, 2024

CHERBOURG, France - Sailors assigned to the Ticonderoga-
class guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60) arrived in
Cherbourg, France June 3, 2024, to commemorate their
namesake’s region while paying tribute to the 80th year of D-
Day.

During the wvisit, USS Normandy will participate in a
remembrance event that marks the 80th anniversary of the
Allied invasion of France, scheduled for June 6, 2024, which
marked the turn in America’s campaign during World War II.
Leadership will also participate in a reception attended by
The 76th Secretary of the Navy, The Honorable Carlos Del Toro,
Admiral Stuart B. Munsch, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-



Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) and Allied Joint Forces Command (JFC)
Naples, and Admiral Nicolas Vaujour, 63rd Chief of Staff of
the French Navy.

“It is an honor to be a part of this historic milestone and
pay tribute to the men and women who paid the ultimate price
in the name of freedom,” said Capt. Errol Robinson, Commanding
Officer of USS Normandy. “Representing not only these Sailors,
but the countless other French, American, and Allied heroes
who gave their lives on these hallowed grounds is a moment in
time that will never be forgotten.”

USS Normandy is named after the French region of Normandy, the
site of the D-Day landings on June 6, 1944 that shifted the
tide of WWII in favor of the allies. In the months that
followed D-Day, American, French resistance, and Allied forces
fought to drive Nazi occupiers from the region and establish a
strong base for the final push to liberate France.

USS Normandy is independently deployed to enhance integration
for future operations and demonstrate the U.S. Navy'’s
commitment to a peaceful, stable and conflict-free Atlantic
region.

For more than 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval
Forces Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic
relationships with our Allies and partners, leveraging a
foundation of shared values to preserve security and
stability.

Headquartered in Naples, Italy, NAVEUR-NAVAF operates U.S.
naval forces in the U.S. European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S.
Africa Command (USAFRICOM) areas of responsibility. U.S. Sixth
Fleet is permanently assigned to NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs
maritime forces through the full spectrum of joint and naval
operations.



