Coast Guard to Commission New
FRC in New London,
Connecticut

NEW LONDON, Connecticut — The Coast Guard Cutter Melvin Bell
(WPC-1155) is scheduled to be commissioned during a ceremony
March 28 at 10 a.m. at the Coast Guard Academy in New London.

The Coast Guard’'s newest cutter was accepted by the Coast
Guard on November 16, 2023, and will be the sixth and final
fast response cutter homeported in Boston.

The Sentinel-class fast response cutter (FRC) is designed for
multiple missions, including drug and migrant interdiction;
ports, waterways and coastal security; fishery patrols; search
and rescue; and national defense. The Coast Guard has ordered
a total of 65 FRCs to replace the 1980s-era Island-class 110-
foot patrol boats. The FRCs feature advanced command, control,
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communications, computers, 1intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance equipment; over-the-horizon cutter boat
deployment to reach vessels of interest; and improved
habitability and seakeeping.

ALl Coast Guard fast response cutters are named after an
enlisted Coast Guard hero who distinguished themselves in the
line of duty. Melvin Kealoha Bell was a master chief
electronics technician and served in the Coast Guard from
November 1938 to December 1958. ETCM Melvin Bell distinguished
himself during World War II by transmitting the first warning
messages to military installations in Pearl Harbor on the
morning of December 7, 1941, when the Japanese attacked. He
continued to prove instrumental throughout the war as he
helped break enemy codes leading to numerous victories,
including the Battle of Midway and in an operation to break up
a Nazi espionage network in New York City. ETCM Bell became
the first Pacific Islander to achieve the rank of chief petty
officer, the first master chief electronics technician and the
first master chief petty officer of color.

Red Sea Update
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From U.S. Central Command

March 23, 2024

TAMPA, Fla. — From 2:50 to 4:30 a.m. (Sanaa time) March 23,
the Iranian-backed Houthis launched four anti-ship ballistic
missiles (ASBM) into the Red Sea in the vicinity of M/V Huang
Pu, a Panamanian-flagged, Chinese-owned, Chinese-operated oil
tanker.

At 4:25 p.m. (Sanaa time), a fifth ballistic missile was
detected as fired toward M/V Huang Pu. The ship issued a
distress call but did not request assistance. M/V Huang Pu
suffered minimal damage, and a fire on board was extinguished
within 30 minutes. No casualties were reported, and the vessel
resumed its course. The Houthis attacked the M/V Huang despite
previously stating they would not attack Chinese vessels.

Between 6:50 and 9:50 a.m. (Sanaa time), U.S. forces,
including USS Carney (DDG 64), engaged six Houthi unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAV) over the southern Red Sea. Five crashed
into the Red Sea, and one flew inland into Houthi-controlled
areas of Yemen.

It was determined these UAVs presented an imminent threat to
U.S., coalition, and merchant vessels in the region. These



actions are taken to protect freedom of navigation and make
international waters safer and more secure for U.S, coalition,
and merchant vessels.

March 22, 2024

TAMPA, Fla. — On March 22, between approximately 4:22 a.m. and
11:10 p.m. (Sanaa time), United States Central Command
(CENTCOM) forces successfully engaged and destroyed four
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) in Houthi-controlled areas of
Yemen in self-defense.

During this timeframe, Iranian-backed Houthi terrorists fired
four anti-ship ballistic missiles (ASBM) from Houthi-
controlled areas of Yemen toward the Red Sea. There were no
injuries or damage reported by U.S., coalition, or commercial
ships.

Additionally, CENTCOM forces conducted self-defense strikes
against three Houthi underground storage facilities 1in
Iranian-backed Houthi terrorist-controlled areas of Yemen.
These strikes targeted capabilities used by the Houthis to
threaten and attack naval ships and merchant vessels in the
region. Illegal Houthi attacks have killed three mariners,
sunk a commercial vessel lawfully transiting the Red Sea,
disrupted humanitarian aid bound for Yemen, harmed Middle East
economies, and caused environmental damage.

These weapons storage facilities presented a threat to U.S.
and coalition forces and merchant vessels in the region. These
actions are necessary to protect our forces, ensure freedom of
navigation, and make international waters safer and more
secure for U.S., coalition, and merchant vessels.



U.S., Seychelles Conduct
Bilateral Maritime Security
engagements

March 24, 2024

By U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa Public Affairs and U.S.
Coast Guard Atlantic Area Public Affairs

NAPLES, Italy -

Over the course of 7 days from March 14-21, 2024, United
States Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET)
personnel worked alongside their counterparts in the
Seychelles Coast Guard during multiple bilateral maritime

security engagements in Seychelles’ Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) .

These events included identifying vessels suspected in
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engaging in illicit activity or illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing in Seychelles’ EEZ, which extends
into significant portions of East Africa and the Western
Indian Ocean. After identification, the U.S. and Seychelles
teamed up to intercept vessels of interest to conduct
compliant boardings of Seychelles-flagged vessels, ensuring
adherence to Seychelles Maritime law.

“Our cooperation on maritime security is a visible sign of our
mutual goal of a more secure and prosperous Indian Ocean
Region,” said U.S. Embassy Seychelles Chargé d’Affaires, Adham
Loutfi. “It gives me enormous satisfaction to know that
Seychelles and the United States continue to work side by
side—demonstrating great dedication, courage, and sacrifice-to
ensure the safety and security of our maritime spaces.”

These bilateral engagements come immediately after the East
African maritime exercise Cutlass Express 2024, which was
hosted by Djibouti, Kenya and the Seychelles. Cutlass Express
focused on a variety of maritime security and stability
issues, providing invaluable training and realistic scenarios
for partners and Allies that they can then apply in real world
operations, as is the case here.

“The 2024 enactment of the U.S.-Seychelles Bilateral agreement
is the second major operation performed with our key Indian
Ocean partner, Seychelles Coast Guard, since the agreement was
signed in 2021,” said Cmdr. Beau Powers, Chief of law
enforcement operations at U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area.
“Seychelles is a distinctly maritime nation, committed to
meeting obligations to counter Illegal, Unreported, and
Unregulated Fishing as well as deterring illicit maritime
activity. The U.S. Coast Guard is committed to performing
combined operations with our highly capable counterparts in
the Seychelles Coast Guard to stem such global problems.
Training on law enforcement tactics, practicing information
exchange, and then working together 1in operational law
enforcement patrols, bolsters maritime security in a perfect



demonstration of the U.S. and Seychelles’ commitment to
keeping the international rules-based order in this region.”

Seychelles Special Forces, agents from Seychelles Maritime
Safety Authority, the Seychelles Fishery Authority, and the
U.S. Coast Guard kicked off the bilateral engagement on March
14. From day one, the team completed joint small boat sorties
and maritime operations center communication rehearsals as
part of a harmonization period to bring the team together.
Once underway aboard the Seychelles Coast Guard ship SAYA DE
MALHA, their meticulous planning and pre-underway coordination
was evident as their efforts led to eight vessel boardings and
over 700 nautical miles steamed throughout the West Indian
Ocean.

This also continues a history of maritime cooperation between
the United States and the Seychelles, as both nations are
committed to preserving peace and stability, upholding freedom
of the seas in a manner consistent with international law,
maintaining the unimpeded flow of commerce, and opposing any
attempt to use coercion or force to settle disputes. In
addition to Coast Guard operations and the Cutlass Express
series of exercises, the Lewis B. Puller-class expeditionary
sea base USS Hershel “Woody” Williams (ESB 4) conducted a port
visit in Victoria in July 2022, and U.S. Navy Divers have
collaborated with Seychellois Divers to conduct survey and
salvage missions in the Seychelles as recently as January
2023, demonstrating the diversity of cooperation between the
two nations in the maritime domain.

The Coast Guard Atlantic Area located in Portsmouth, Virginia,
is responsible for overseeing all Coast Guard operations from
the Rocky Mountains to the Arabian Gulf.

For over 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval Forces
Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic relationships with
Allies and partners, leveraging a foundation of shared values
to preserve security and stability.



Headquartered in Naples, Italy, NAVEUR-NAVAF operates U.S.
Naval forces in the U.S. European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S.
Africa Command (USAFRICOM) areas of responsibility. U.S. Sixth
Fleet is permanently assigned to NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs
maritime forces through the full spectrum of joint and naval
operations.

Pratt & Whitney Receives Full
Funding for Engine Core
Upgrade in FY 2024 Defense
Bill

POWER
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EAST HARTFORD, Connecticut — Pratt & Whitney, an RTX business,
has received full funding in the recently passed fiscal year
2024 Defense Appropriations bill for its F135 Engine Core
Upgrade, which will modernize the F-35's propulsion system to
increase durability and fully-enable Block 4 capabilities and
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beyond starting in 2029.

“This bill will allow Pratt & Whitney to deliver the current
and future propulsion capabilities that will keep the United
States and its allies on the cutting edge of fighter engine
technology,” said Jill Albertelli, president of Pratt &
Whitney Military Engines. “We are incredibly thankful to our
congressional allies for their steadfast commitment to
supporting these programs.”

$497 million was allocated to the F135 ECU, which will move
into detailed design later this year. The ECU is compatible
with all three variants of the F-35, will be retrofittable,
and will be available to all F-35 operators. The ECU will
utilize the same F135 global sustainment network and domestic
workforce already in place, supporting more than 57,000 jobs
and 225 suppliers that contributed more than $2.2B to the U.S.
economy in 2023.

“We are thankful that Congress has embraced and enacted the
Defense Department’s decision to upgrade the F135 with the
Engine Core Upgrade, the lowest-risk, most cost-effective
solution to modernizing the F-35,"” said Jeff Shockey, senior
vice president, RTX government relations. “We are fortunate to
enjoy continued bipartisan and bicameral support and
leadership from our congressional advocates on this critical
capability for the warfighter; particularly Sen. Susan
Collins, Rep. Rosa DelLauro, and many other members that
continue to be staunch advocates of the F135 program.”

The defense bill also includes continued support for the Next-
Generation Adaptive Propulsion program, a portion of which
will be provided for Pratt & Whitney’s XA1l03 adaptive engine
to continue moving toward detailed design review for the
prototype engine. Pratt & Whitney remains well-positioned to
support concurrent development programs with the capacity and
expertise to meet customers’ evolving propulsion needs.



AUKUS Trilateral Statement

. 1 ¥

ROCKINGHAM, Australia (March 10, 2024) The Los Angeles-class
fast-attack submarine USS Annapolis (SSN 760) moors alongside
Diamantina Pier at Fleet Base West in Rockingham, Western
Australia, March 10, 2024. (USN photo by MC Kaitlyn E. Eads)
March 21, 2024

From The Honourable Richard Marles MP, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Defence, Australia; the Right Honourable
Grant Shapps, Secretary of State for Defence, United Kingdom;
and Lloyd J. Austin III, Secretary of Defense, United States.

“One year ago, on 13 March 2023 in San Diego, the Leaders of
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States announced
the Optimal Pathway. The Optimal Pathway outlines an ambitious
plan to deliver a conventionally armed, nuclear-powered
submarine capability (SSNs) for the Royal Australian Navy
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(RAN) — a plan that will strengthen our three countries’
combined military capabilities, boost our collective
industrial capacity, set the highest non-proliferation
standard and enhance our ability to promote stability and
security in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.

AUKUS is built on the bedrock of decades of close defense,
capability and technology cooperation between our three
nations and is a natural progression of our partnership.
Today, AUKUS partners welcomed the announcement of the
selection of ASC Pty Ltd and BAE Systems to build Australia’s
SSN-AUKUS submarines, and the selection of ASC as Australia’s
nuclear-powered submarine sustainment partner.

The formation of these strategic partnerships with industry is
a significant milestone in the AUKUS endeavour. It is a
demonstration of our trilateral industry supporting the
Optimal Pathway becoming a reality and will wunderpin
Australia’s role as a capable security partner and responsible
steward of a conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarine
capability for decades to come.

The enduring trilateral partnership between the governments of
Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States supports
these commercial relationships and further enables the close
industrial collaboration across our three countries in support
of AUKUS.

ASC and BAE Systems will build the SSN-AUKUS submarines for
the Royal Australian Navy. BAE Systems has been at the heart
of the UK’s submarine enterprise for generations. SSN-AUKUS 1is
being trilaterally developed, based on the United Kingdom’s
next-generation design and incorporating technology from all
three nations, including cutting edge United States submarine
technologies. Also to be built by the UK and operated by the
Royal Navy, SSN-AUKUS will be equipped for intelligence,
surveillance, undersea warfare and strike missions, and will
provide maximum interoperability among AUKUS partners.



ASC has been at the centre of Australia’s sovereign submarine
program for decades as Australia’s sovereign submarine
sustainment partner, and the builder of Australia’s Collins-
class submarines. ASC will build its sustainment capability
for SSNs, including through partnering opportunities with UK
and US industry. Sustainment capability is critical to the
Optimal Pathway, accelerating Australia’s ability to operate
and sustain its own Virginia class submarines as soon as
possible and contribute to regional security, together with
AUKUS partners.

The Optimal Pathway was always designed to create a stronger,
more resilient trilateral submarine industrial base,
supporting submarine production and maintenance in all three
countries. The announcements today are a testament to that —
the build of SSN-AUKUS will increase opportunities for
industrial base collaboration, strengthen our collective
industrial base capacity, and generate economic growth in
defense and national security sectors in all three countries.
Similarly, the announcement of Australia’s sovereign
sustainment partner is a key milestone to build Australia’s
capacity to operate and sustain nuclear-powered submarines.
ASC will, in time, develop robust industry partnerships with
UK and US businesses to gain the technical skills, know-how
and capacity to sustain nuclear-powered submarines.

All AUKUS partners are investing significantly to ensure
success of the Optimal Pathway and are working at pace to
transform and integrate our trilateral industrial bases to
support SSN cooperation.

» Australia has agreed an AUD$1.5 billion investment for
early priority works at HMAS Stirling, to put in place
the enablers for the safe and secure rotational presence
of United Kingdom and United States SSNs through
Submarine Rotational Force-West from 2027. Australia has
also commenced enabling works at the future nuclear-



powered submarine construction yard at Osborne Naval
Shipyard in Adelaide. All up, Australia has committed at
least AUD $18 billion in infrastructure upgrades across
South Australia and Western Australia over the next 10
years to enable critical milestones for the Optimal
Pathway.

» The United States has announced the intended investment
of USD $11.4 billion in its submarine industrial base
across the five-year defense budget period starting in
2025 to increase the production rate of Virginia class
submarines as quickly and effectively as possible, to
meet its own fleet requirements and support U.S.
commitments under AUKUS.

= The United Kingdom also announced last year that it
would inject GBP £3 billion into its Defence Nuclear
Enterprise, including the construction of submarine
industrial infrastructure that will help to deliver the
SSN-AUKUS program. Subsequently, Rolls-Royce has
announced that it will double the size of its Derby site
to support the delivery of the UK and Australian
programs, which will include building all of Australia’s
nuclear reactors.

Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States remain
fully committed to this shared endeavor. These steps to grow
Australia’s submarine construction and maintenance capability
are critical to the AUKUS partnership, expanding trilateral
industrial capacity and building the collective resilience of
AUKUS partners to produce and sustain conventionally armed
nuclear-powered submarines for decades to come.”



U.S. Navy Achieves
Significant Engine Testing
Milestones for LUSV Program
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By Program Executive Office Unmanned and Small Combatants,
March 22, 2024

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy’s Large Unmanned Surface Vessel
(LUSV) program reached pivotal milestones earlier this year
after several industry teams successfully completed extended
reliability demonstrations of four different engine
configurations, officials announced today.

The four 720-hour tests demonstrated the capability and
durability of different engine plants to operate for extended
periods without human intervention — a critical enabler for
advancing unmanned maritime operations and the Navy'’s manned-
unmanned Hybrid Fleet concept.

Mandated by a congressional requirement in the 2021 National
Defense Authorization Act, the engine testing milestones must
be completed before the LUSV can proceed into a formal
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development phase. An engine system only qualifies for use 1in
the program after successful demonstration events.

Demonstrations of each engine configuration took place over
720 continuous hours. No human intervention or
preventative/corrective maintenance on the equipment was
permitted during this time. Successfully completing the
demonstration meant that an engine system could not exhibit
any failures or issues that would require maintenance of any
kind during operations on an unmanned ship for 30 days.

Four teams have successfully completed their separate 720-hour
testing milestones. The successful teams include:

Bollinger and Carter Machinery on behalf of Caterpillar in
Chesapeake, Virginia was the first team to achieve this
milestone in December of 2023. They demonstrated sufficient
mechanical reliability of the 1550 kw Caterpillar 3512C model
engine.

Fincantieri Marinette Marine (FMM) and Carter Machinery on
behalf of Caterpillar in Chesapeake, VA demonstrated
mechanical durability of the Caterpillar 2300 kW rated 3516
main propulsion diesel, lube oil and fuel system.

- Gibbs & Cox and Southwest Research Institute in San Antonio,
Texas on behalf of Cummins also validated the reliability of
the QSK95 diesel engine paired with an ABB AMG 0560M04 LAE
generator.

Huntington Ingalls Incorporated (HII), in partnership with
the U.S. Coast Guard, conducted a successful 720-hour
demonstration on behalf of MTU of the MTU 20V 4000 M93L, a
Main Propulsion Diesel Engine configuration.

Each of these respective engine configurations are all now
eligible for use on the LUSV program.

“These successful test events mark a significant milestone for



our team and brings us one step closer to delivering the Large
Unmanned Surface Vessel to the Navy,” said Capt. Scot Searles,
program manager of the Unmanned Maritime Systems (PMS 406)
program office. “The completion of these rigorous engine tests
is a testament to the hard work and collective expertise of
both our Navy team and our industry partners. We are pleased
with the results and look forward to continuing our work with
industry to forge the future Hybrid Fleet.”

LUSVs will supplement the Fleet’s missile magazine capacity as
part of the Navy’'s Distributed Maritime Operations (DMO)
concept. Currently, the LUSV is envisioned as a vessel greater
than 200 ft. in length with a full load displacement of
approximately 1,500 tons. LUSVs are intended to be low cost,
high endurance, modular USVs that can employ a variety of
payloads.

The Navy in 2020 awarded six LUSV conceptual design contracts
to industry teams to refine program requirements and to
provide informed feedback on the Navy’s LUSV requirements. As
part of these contracts, each of these teams have been
pursuing propulsion plant efforts, culminating in these engine
test demonstrations.

PEO Unmanned and Small Combatants leads the Navy's efforts to
develop, deliver and sustain capable and affordable unmanned
maritime systems to meet Fleet requirements.

USCGC Legare Returns Home
Following Living Marine
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Resources Patrol, Engagements
With French Navy

Crews from the Coast Guard Cutter Legare (WMEC 912) and the
French naval ship Premier-Maitre L’'Her (F792) take a group
photo aboard Legare, off the coast of Long Island, New York,
on March 16, 2024. Legare worked with Premier-Maitre L’'Her for
a series of engagements and exercises designed to demonstrate
interoperability with a critical NATO partner. U.S. Coast
Guard

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Legare
(WMEC 912) returned home to Portsmouth, Thursday, after a
seven-week patrol in the Coast Guard’s First District area of

operations.

In support of Operation Atlantic Venture, Legare steamed more
than 6,300 nautical miles, patrolling the coast of New
England, New York, and near the Gulf of Maine, to conduct
maritime safety missions, while bolstering the safety and
sustainability of the marine ecosystem through enforcement of
living marine resources regulations.

Legare’s crew completed 41 commercial fishing vessel boardings
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and two recreational vessel boardings, resulting 1in
seven violations of safety or regulatory standards.

During the patrol, the Legare crew completed joint training
evolutions with U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Maurice Jester (WPC
1152), Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod, and the French naval
ship Premier-Maitre L'Her (F792). Legare worked with Premier-
Maitre L’'Her for a series of engagements and exercises
designed to demonstrate interoperability with a critical NATO
partner.

“The officers and crew of Legare performed up to the high
standards of the United States Coast Guard for this
deployment,” said Cmdr. Jeremy Greenwood, Legare’s commanding
officer. “The success in this deployment was measured not just
in the sheer number of boardings we conducted, but also by our
ability to maintain defense readiness, serve the American
public, as well as protect the environment we live in.”

Legare also collaborated with the Coast Guard Recruiting
Office Providence, Rhode Island, to host a recruiting event at
the Massachusetts Maritime Academy. Legare gave tours to more
than 300 cadets, 150 Junior Reserve Officer Training Course
cadets, and 50 civilian visitors.

The Legare is a 270-foot, Famous-class medium-endurance
cutter. The cutter’s primary missions are counter drug
operations, migrant interdiction, enforcement of federal
fishery laws, and search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast
Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere.

For information on how to join the U.S. Coast Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to learn about active duty, reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here.
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March 21 Daily Red Sea
Update
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USCENTCOM
March 21, 2024

TAMPA, Fla. — On March 21, between 8:50 a.m. and 11:40 a.m.
(Sanaa time), a coalition aircraft successfully engaged and
destroyed one unmanned surface vessel (USV) launched by
Iranian-backed Houthi terrorists from a Houthi-controlled area
of Yemen.

Additionally, coalition forces successfully engaged and
destroyed two anti-ship ballistic missiles (ASBMs) launched by
Iranian-backed Houthi terrorists from Houthi-controlled areas
of Yemen toward the Red Sea. There were no injuries or damage
reported to U.S. or coalition vessels.

It was determined these weapons presented an imminent threat
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to coalition and merchant vessels in the region. These actions
are taken to protect freedom of navigation and make
international waters safer and more secure for coalition and
merchant vessels.

MV Roy P. Benavidez Departs
in Support of JLOTS Mission

AT " BJ
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From Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. (March 21, 2024)-The Bob Hope-class MV Roy
P. Benavidez (T-AKR 306), a large, medium speed roaying heavy
equipment and material needed to construct a temporary pier to
support the flow of multinational humanitarian aid into Gaza.
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The ship will anchor in the area to receive fuel prior to
proceeding to the Mediterranean Sea.

MV Roy P. Benavidez, part of the U.S. Department of
Transportation, U.S. Maritime Administration’s (MARAD) Ready
Reserve Fleet, 1is transporting components for a floating
modular pier system which will be delivered to the U.S. Army’s
7th Transportation Brigade who will construct the temporary
pier in the Mediterranean.

This capability is known as Joint Logistics-Over-the-Shore, or
JLOTS.

“JLOTS is a critical capability that allows ship-to-shore
cargo distribution in the absence of a usable pier,” said Army
Lt. Gen. John P. Sullivan, deputy commander, U.S.
Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM). “It can be used to
augment an established port or to create a pier where one 1is
needed, and allows us to support areas where large populations
are isolated from food, water, and other forms of humanitarian
aid.”

JLOTS operations are part of USTRANSCOM’s strategic sealift
mission.

Operated by Military Sealift Command for the current JLOTS
mission, MV Roy P. Benavidez is crewed by contracted merchant
mariners and is dry cargo surge sealift carrier capable of
transporting up to 380,000 square feet of containerized cargo
and rolling stock between developed ports.

“MARAD’'s ability to activate the Ready Reserve Force vessel MV
Roy P. Benavidez is a hallmark of our strategic sealift
capability,” said Maritime Administrator Ann C. Phillips.
“Missions like this — supporting the Armed Forces, highlight
the cornerstone capabilities MARAD delivers in support of
interagency operations.”



Keel Laid for Future USNS
Muscogee Creek Nation

By Team Ships Public Affairs, March 21, 2024

HOUMA, La. — A keel laying ceremony for the future USNS
Muscogee Creek Nation (T-ATS 10), the fifth ship of the Navy'’s
Navajo class of Towing, Salvage, and Rescue vessels was held
at Bollinger Houma Shipyards, Mar. 20.

Sponsors Geri Wisner, Attorney General of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation; Nicole Foster, wife of Rear Admiral Calvin Foster; and
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Principal Chief David Hill attended to
authenticate the keel. Members of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
were also in attendance.

The keel laying ceremony formally marks the start of a ship’s
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life and the joining of the ship’s modular components. The
keel serves as the symbolic backbone of the ship.

During the ceremony, the keel authenticators watched a welder
etch their initials into the keel plate and declared it to be
“truly and fairly laid.”

“We are honored to have representatives of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation here to celebrate this milestone with us,” said
Program Executive Office, Ships Auxiliary and Special Mission
Ships Program Manager, John Lighthammer. “The ship is critical
to the operations of our fleet. Today’'s ceremony is a reminder
of the pride and determination of the Muscogee people it 1is
named to honor.”

The Navajo class of ships will provide ocean-going tug,
salvage, and rescue capabilities to support Fleet operations.
The 10 ships are intended to provide continuity of capability
following on after the Powhatan and Safeguard classes of
vessels, which are nearing the end of their expected service
lives.

Navajo-class ships will be capable of towing U.S. Navy ships
and will have 6,000 square feet of deck space for embarked
systems. The platform will be 263 feet long, have a beam of 59
feet, and will be able to carry a load of nearly 2,000 tons.

In addition to the future USNS Muscogee Creek Nation (T-ATS
10), Bollinger Houma Shipyards 1is in the process of
constructing the future USNS Navajo (T-ATS 6), USNS Cherokee
Nation (T-ATS 7), USNS Saginaw Ojibwe Anishinabek (T-ATS 8)
and USNS Lenni Lenape (T-ATS 9).

As one of the Defense Department’s largest acquisition
organizations, PEO Ships is responsible for executing the
development and procurement of all destroyers, amphibious
ships and craft, auxiliary ships, special mission ships,
sealift ships and support ships.



