
USMC Completes 20,000 Flight
Hours with MUX MALE MQ-9A

Release from General Atomics

*****

SAN  DIEGO  –  24  July  2023  –  General  Atomics  Aeronautical
Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) congratulates the U.S. Marine Corps
(USMC)  on  achieving  a  significant  milestone  of  surpassing
20,000 flight hours with their Marine Air-Ground Task Force
(MAGTF)  Unmanned  Expeditionary  (MUX)  Medium-Altitude,  High-
Endurance (MALE) MQ-9A Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS).

To date, GA-ASI has delivered eight MQ-9A UAS to the USMC. Two
of these MQ-9A aircraft are actively engaged in operational
missions, playing a vital role in supporting mission-critical
Marine  Corps  objectives.  The  USMC  awaits  delivery  of  12
additional aircraft, which will fulfill their goal of three
squadrons by 2025.

“This strategic acquisition of MQ-9As underscores the USMC’s
commitment  to  strengthening  their  aerial  surveillance
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capabilities  and  demonstrates  their  confidence  in  GA-ASI’s
expertise in delivering top-tier UAS,” said GA-ASI President
David R. Alexander.

Renowned  for  its  fault-tolerant  flight  control  system  and
triple-redundant avionics system architecture, the MQ-9A UAS
embodies the industry’s highest standards of reliability and
performance, surpassing those of many manned aircraft.

The USMC fleet will ultimately be entirely composed of the
MQ-9A Extended Range (ER) configuration, enhanced with wing-
borne fuel pods and reinforced landing gear. This model has
been specifically designed to extend its endurance to more
than 30 hours, enabling persistent long-endurance surveillance
capabilities.  Equipped  with  Full-Motion  Video  and  both  a
Synthetic  Aperture  Radar  and  a  Moving  Target
Indicator/Maritime Mode Radar, this advanced system provides
the USMC with a comprehensive real-time situational awareness
picture.

The  USMC’s  20,000  flight  hours  with  MQ-9A  represent  an
impressive accomplishment in the field of unmanned aviation.
GA-ASI is honored to have played a role in this achievement
and looks forward to continuing its collaboration with the
USMC to further advance the capabilities of unmanned systems
and support their growing UAS squadrons.

President  Biden  Announces
Intent to Nominate Key Roles
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Within the U.S. Military

Admiral Lisa Franchetti has been nominated to become the next
Chief of Naval Operations.

Release from The White House

*****

WASHINGTON – Today, President Joe Biden announced his intent
to  nominate  the  following  four  individuals  for  key  roles
within the U.S. military. Each are highly decorated naval
officers with extensive operational experience. They will help
ensure that the U.S. Military, and in particular the U.S.
Navy, remain the most powerful and capable forces in the world
at this critical moment.

Nominee for Chief of Naval Operations: Adm. Lisa Franchetti
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Adm. Lisa Franchetti currently serves as the Vice Chief of
Naval  Operations.   She  is  a  surface  warfare  officer  with
extensive operational and policy experience.  She previously
served as the Director for Strategy, Plans, and Policy for the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and as commander of the U.S. Sixth
Fleet.  She has also served as commander of U.S. Naval Forces
Korea, commander of Carrier Strike Group 9, and commander of
Carrier Strike Group 15.  She received her commission in 1985
through the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Program at
Northwestern  University,  where  she  received  a  Bachelor  of
Science in Journalism. She also attended the Naval War College
and holds a master’s degree in organizational management from
the University of Phoenix.  If confirmed, Admiral Franchetti
will be the first woman to serve as Chief of Naval Operations
and on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Nominee for Vice Chief of Naval Operations: Vice Adm. James
Kilby
Vice Adm. James Kilby currently serves as the Deputy Commander
of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, which trains, equips, certifies,
and provides combat-ready Navy forces to Combatant Commands
around the world. Prior to that, he served as Deputy Chief of
Naval  Operations  for  Warfighting  Requirements  and
Capabilities, N-9, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.
His first flag assignment was standing up Naval Surface and
Mine Warfighting Development Center and he also served as
commander of the Carl Vinson Strike Group.  He is a 1986
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy.

Nominee for Commander of Indo-Pacific Command: Adm. Samuel
Paparo
Adm. Samuel Paparo has extensive experience serving in the
Indo-Pacific region, and currently serves as the commander of
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, the world’s largest fleet command in a
priority region for the United States. He is a U.S naval
aviator  and  has  flown  more  than  6,000  hours,  with  1,100
carrier landings. He previously served as commander of U.S.



Naval Forces Central Command/U.S. 5th Fleet/Combined Maritime
Forces.  He  graduated  from  Villanova  University  and  was
commissioned  in  1987.  He  earned  a  Master  of  Arts  in
International  Studies  from  Old  Dominion  University  and  a
Master  of  Science  in  Systems  Analysis  from  the  Naval
Postgraduate School. He is also a graduate of the Air Command
and Staff College, Air War College, Naval War College, and the
Joint and Combined Warfighting School.

Nominee for Commander of Pacific Fleet: Vice Adm. Stephen
“Web” Koehler
Vice Adm. Stephen T. “Web” Koehler currently serves as the
Director for Strategy, Plans, and Policy for the Joint Chiefs
of  Staff.  A  naval  aviator,  he  previously  served  as  the
Commander of the U.S. Third Fleet, Director of Fleet Training
at U.S. Fleet Forces Command, Deputy Commander of U.S. Pacific
Fleet,  and  Director  for  Operations  at  U.S.  Indo-Pacific
Command.  Koehler  is  a  1986  graduate  of  the  University  of
Colorado at Boulder where he received a Bachelor of Science in
Physics and was commissioned through the Naval Reserve Officer
Training Corps Program. He holds a master’s degree in National
Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College and
is a graduate of the Joint Staff College and the Navy Nuclear
Power Program.

BOLLINGER  SHIPYARDS  DELIVERS
54th FAST RESPONSE CUTTER TO
U.S. COAST GUARD
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Release From Bollinger Shipyards

USCGC William Sparling is the fifth of 6 FRCs to be homeported
in Boston, MA

LOCKPORT, La., — (July 20, 2023) – Bollinger Shipyards LLC
(“Bollinger”) has delivered the USCGC William Sparling to the

U.S. Coast Guard in Key West, Florida. This is the 180th vessel
Bollinger has delivered to the U.S. Coast Guard over a 35-year

period and the 54th Fast Response Cutter (“FRC”) delivered
under the current program.

“We’re  incredibly  proud  to  deliver  another  Fast  Response
Cutter to be homeported in Boston, the birthplace of the U.S.
Coast  Guard,”  said  Bollinger  President  &  C.E.O.  Ben
Bordelon. “We’re confident that pound for pound, the quality
and capabilities of the FRC platform is unmatched, and that
this  vessel  will  outperform  its  mission  requirements  and
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expectations  in  the  challenging  conditions  where  it  will
operate in the North Atlantic. Our unique experience building
for the Coast Guard is unparalleled and has shown time and
time  again  that  we  can  successfully  deliver  the  highest
quality vessels on a reliable, aggressive production schedule.
We look forward to continuing our historic partnership with
the U.S. Coast Guard.”

The USCGC William Sparling will be the fifth of six FRCs to be
homeported in Sector Boston, which is known as “The Birthplace
of the Coast Guard.” The sector is responsible for coastal
safety, security, and environmental protection from the New
Hampshire-Massachusetts  border  southward  to  Plymouth,
Massachusetts out to 200nm offshore. Sector Boston directs
over 1,500 Active Duty, Reserve, and Auxiliary members whose
mission is to protect and secure vital infrastructure, rescue
mariners  in  peril  at  sea,  enforce  federal  law,  maintain
navigable waterways, and respond to all hazards impacting the
maritime transportation system and coastal region.

The Coast Guard’s FY2024 Unfunded Priorities List includes, as
one of its items, an unfunded priority for procuring four more
FRCs (which would be the 66th through 69th in the program) to
provide increased Coast Guard presence and engagement with
allied and partner countries in the Indo-Pacific region.

Each  FRC  is  named  for  an  enlisted  Coast  Guard  hero  who
distinguished themselves in the line of duty. Coxswain William
Sparling was awarded a Silver Star by Admiral Chester Nimitz
for his combat actions during the invasion of Guadalcanal.
Forming part of the initial assault wave, Boatswain’s Mate
Second Class Sparling landed his embarked troops, and then
made three return trips in the face of terrific enemy fire to
land equipment, ammunition and supplies.

ABOUT THE FAST RESPONSE CUTTER PLATFORM

The FRC is an operational “game changer,” according to senior



Coast Guard officials. FRCs are consistently being deployed in
support of the full range of missions within the United States
Coast Guard and other branches of our armed services. This is
due to its exceptional performance, expanded operational reach
and capabilities, and ability to transform and adapt to the
mission. FRCs have conducted operations as far as the Marshall
Islands—a  4,400  nautical  mile  trip  from  their  homeport.
Measuring in at 154-feet, FRCs have a flank speed of 28 knots,
state  of  the  art  C4ISR  suite  (Command,  Control,
Communications,  Computers,  Intelligence,  Surveillance,  and
Reconnaissance), and stern launch and recovery ramp for a 26-
foot, over-the-horizon interceptor cutter boat.

ABOUT BOLLINGER SHIPYARDS LLC

Bollinger Shipyards LLC (www.bollingershipyards.com) has a 76-
year  legacy  as  a  leading  designer  and  builder  of  high-
performance  military  patrol  boats  and  salvage  vessels,
research vessels, ocean-going double hull barges, offshore oil
field  support  vessels,  tugboats,  rigs,  lift  boats,  inland
waterways push boats, barges, and other steel and aluminum
products from its new construction shipyards as part of the U.
S.  industrial  base.  Bollinger  has  13  shipyards,  all
strategically  located  throughout  Louisiana  and  Mississippi
with direct access to the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi
River and the Intracoastal Waterway. Bollinger is the largest
vessel repair company in the Gulf of Mexico region.

Marine Corps Releases Command
Investigation Into the MV-22B
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Osprey  Mishap  in  California
on June 8, 2022

PACIFIC  OCEAN  (Dec.  6,  2022)  –  An  MV-22  Osprey  tiltrotor
aircraft assigned to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM)
364  takes  off  from  the  flight  deck  of  amphibious  assault
carrier USS Tripoli (LHA 7).
Statement from the V-22 Joint Program Office (PMA-275) 

On June 8, 2022, five U.S. Marines from the “Purple Foxes” of
Marine  Medium  Tiltrotor  Squadron  364  (VMM-364)  lost  their
lives during an aviation mishap onboard an MV-22 Osprey. The
investigation into the mishap’s cause is complete, and Marine
Corps leaders have shared the results with the families. 

The investigation revealed no error on the part of the pilots
and aircrew, and confirmed no maintenance errors led to the
mishap.  It  was  determined  the  pilots  and  aircrew  were
conducting  routine  flight  operations  in  accordance  with
applicable regulations when a catastrophic, unpreventable and
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unanticipated mechanical failure occurred. 

The investigation revealed the cause of the mishap was a dual
hard clutch engagement (HCE) which created a Single Engine and
Interconnect Drive System (Single Engine/ICDS) failure; the
failure  resulted  in  a  catastrophic  loss  of  thrust  on  the
right-hand (RH) proprotor. The degraded drivetrain caused by
the dual HCE event and subsequent Single Engine/ICDS failure
created  an  unrecoverable  departure  from  controlled  flight,
resulting in the tragic crash that occurred on June 8, 2022.

The V-22 Joint Program Office (PMA-275) continues to take
decisive  actions  to  address  the  HCE  mechanical  challenge.
Since 2010, there have been numerous actions associated with
defining, mitigating or eliminating HCEs. The results of this
investigation have further driven efforts to mitigate the HCE
phenomenon,  identify  root  cause  and  prevent  it  from
occurring.  

“Our latest research and mitigation efforts produced several
new findings that significantly increased our understanding of
the HCE phenomenon,” said Col. Brian Taylor, PMA-275 program
manager. “While definitive root cause for all HCE events has
not yet been identified, we are using this new information to
implement solutions designed to reduce the likelihood of an
HCE event and increase aircrew safety.”

Through a combination of efforts, including the recent input
quill assembly replacement bulletin in February 2023, the risk
of  a  HCE  event  occurring  was  reduced  by  greater  than  99
percent.  The  V-22  community  executed  22,258  flight  hours
between February 3, 2023 and July 19, 2023, with zero HCE
events. 

“The completion of this investigation does not close the HCE
effort within PMA-275,” Taylor added. “The implemented IQA
life limit, which reduced overall V-22 HCE risk by greater
than 99 percent, was not a result of this investigation but is



certainly reinforced by its findings.” 

“The loss of these five Marines is tragic and, while there
will always be inherent risk in military aviation, we are
working tirelessly to identify and mitigate risk across the
V-22 platform; we are committed to the safety of the Marines,
Airmen, Sailors, and the Japan Ground Self Defense Force, that
fly this platform every day,” he said.

HQMC Statement:

The  investigation  into  the  cause  of  the  Marine  Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 364, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing MV-22B Osprey
mishap in Glamis, California, on June 8, 2022, is complete. We
have provided the results of the investigation to the families
of our fallen Marines and provided all available resources to
them during this difficult time.

The loss of Capt. Nicholas P. Losapio, Capt. John J. Sax, Cpl.
Nathan E. Carlson, Cpl. Seth D. Rasmuson, and Lance Cpl. Evan
A. Strickland continues to be felt across the Marine Corps.

The investigation revealed the cause of the mishap was a dual
hard clutch engagement (HCE) which created a Single Engine and
Interconnect Drive System (Single Engine/ICDS) failure; the
failure  resulted  in  a  catastrophic  loss  of  thrust  on  the
right-hand (RH) proprotor. The degraded drivetrain caused by
the dual HCE event and subsequent Single Engine/ICDS failure
created  an  unrecoverable  departure  from  controlled  flight,
resulting in the tragic crash that occurred on June 8, 2022.

It is clear from the investigation that there was no error on
the part of the pilots and aircrew and nothing they could have
done  to  anticipate  or  prevent  this  mishap.  They  were
conducting  routine  flight  operations  in  accordance  with
applicable  regulations  when  this  catastrophic  and
unanticipated mechanical failure occurred. The investigation
also found there was no maintenance error on the part of the
team whose job it was to prepare the aircraft to fly on the



day of the flight.

The  Marine  Corps  has  taken  the  following  actions  in
coordination with the original equipment manufacturer: design
and field a new Proprotor Gearbox Input Quill Assembly that
mitigates unintentional clutch disengagements and hard clutch
engagement  events;  improve  MV-22B  drivetrain  and  flight
control  system  software,  drivetrain  component  material
strength, and inspection requirements; and integrate a crash
survivable,  high-temperature,  fire-resistant  flight  data
recorder into all MV-22B aircraft. All USMC MV-22B commands
will also present this investigation to pilots and aircrew to
discuss  the  hazards  of  hard  clutch  engagements  and  its
potential to cause a Single Engine/Interconnect Drive System
failure compound emergency.

On February 3, 2023, the Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force
Special Operations Command issued Dynamic Component Bulletin
63  which  directed  the  replacement  of  all  input  quill
assemblies over a predetermined flight hour threshold at the
recommendation of the V-22 Joint Program Office. Replacing the
input quill assembly at this threshold significantly reduces
the likelihood of a Hard Clutch Engagement occurring by 99
percent, based on the data.

We will never forget Capt. Nicholas P. Losapio, Capt. John J.
Sax, Cpl. Nathan E. Carlson, Cpl. Seth D. Rasmuson, and Lance
Cpl. Evan A. Strickland, and their loved ones, as we continue
with our quest to provide the safest, most lethal platforms to
the men and women who fly them.

The redacted command investigation is available to the public
via  the  Marine  Corps  Freedom  of  Information  Act  website:
hqmc.marines.mil/Agencies/USMC-FOIA/FRR/.
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USS  Illinois  Returns  Home
from Indo-Pacific Deployment

Release from Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Public Affairs

*****

July 19, 2023

By Chief Petty Officer B. Biller, Commander, Submarine Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii  –  The Virginia-class
fast-attack submarine USS Illinois (SSN 786) returned to Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on July 3, following a seven-month
deployment.

Illinois deployed from Pearl Harbor in December 2022, during
which the submarine and its crew performed a full spectrum of
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operations, to include anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare
missions in the Indo-Pacific region.

“The Illinois crew demonstrated the extreme resiliency and
endurance  required  to  operate  at  sea,”  said  Illinois
Commanding  Officer  Cmdr.  Daniel  McNab,  from  Brewster,
Minnesota. “Operating a deployed submarine through the most
remote parts of the Pacific is incredibly challenging. The
strength of our families and support from home was essential
to accomplishing our mission of defending a free and open
Indo-Pacific  region.  It  has  been  the  highest  honor  of  my
career to serve at sea with this amazing crew. I could not be
more  proud  of  my  Sailors,  their  families,  our  Illinois
supporters,  and  the  dedication  each  of  them  has  to  our
nation.”

During the deployment, the crew traveled approximately 35,000
nautical miles under the sea. The Sailors aboard Illinois
trained to be combat-ready prior to departure and maintained
those standards throughout the deployment.

“The  grit  and  positive  attitude  displayed  by  the  entire
Illinois crew has been extraordinary,” said Illinois Chief of
the Boat Master Chief Fire Control Technician (Submarines)
Mark  Walter,  from  Burke,  Virginia.  “Every  day,  Illinois
Sailors  demonstrated  our  ability  to  maintain  a  sustained
presence at sea. Special thanks are owed to all the families
for keeping our home front secure. Our nation is stronger and
our loved ones are safer because of your sacrifice.”

During  the  deployment,  41  Illinois  Sailors  became  fully
qualified in submarines and earned their Submarine Warfare
Specialist designation known as “dolphins”.

“The  most  unforgettable  moment  of  deployment  was  when  I
qualified in submarines, especially because I was pinned on my
birthday,”  said  Torpedoman  Fireman  Apprentice  Jeremiah  J.
Bruce from Montgomery, Alabama. “Earning my silver dolphins



was tough and it took a lot of sleepless nights of studying.
It was achievable with help from the entire crew along the
way. I’m extremely proud and appreciative to be a part of the
Illinois team.”

Illinois  was  commissioned  Oct.  29,  2016,  and  is  the  13th
Virginia-class submarine. It is 377 feet long with a beam of
34 feet. USS Illinois is the second ship to be named for the
nation’s  21st  state,  the  first  being  the  battleship  USS
Illinois  (BB  7)  which  was  in  service  from  1901  to  1920,
serving as part of President Theodore Roosevelt’s “Great White
Fleet”.

USS Little Rock: Back with a
Vengeance
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Release from U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command

*****

July 19, 2023

Caribbean Sea  –  The Freedom-variant littoral combat ship USS
Little Rock (LCS 9) with an embarked U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) has made its presence known
in the fight against illicit drug-trafficking since entering
the U.S. Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM) area of responsibility
(AOR).
 

In early April, the team interdicted a go-fast vessel (GFV),
detained  four  suspected  drug  smugglers,  and  recovered  50
kilograms of cocaine. Based on observations from the deployed
helicopter,  the  suspected  smugglers  had  jettisoned  an
estimated  650  kilograms  of  cocaine.

Later that month, while on patrol in the Caribbean, a maritime
patrol aircraft spotted a suspected drug smuggling GFV and
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vectored Little Rock in for an intercept. In response, Little
Rock deployed a helicopter and a sea asset. LEDET members saw
a package get tossed into the water before the GFV stopped and
the  LEDET  gained  positive  control  of  the  vessel.  After
receiving permission to conduct a boarding, the LEDET detained
three suspected drug smugglers and recovered an estimated 570
kilograms of suspected cocaine worth an approximate street
value  of  more  than  $14.25  million.  This  was  just  the
beginning.
 
In early May, the Little Rock team interdicted another GFV,
detained  two  suspected  drug  smugglers,  confiscated  one
firearm,  and  recovered  an  approximated  652  kilograms  of
cocaine.  Later  that  month,  the  Little  Rock  had  two  more
interdictions amounting to the detainment of six suspected
drug smugglers and a recovery of an estimated 2,530 kilograms
of cocaine overall.

“Little Rock is here to bring down the hammer on illicit
trafficking  in  the  Caribbean,”  said  Cmdr.  Mike  Chesnut,
commanding officer of the USS Little Rock. “Together with
JIATF-S  (Joint  Interagency  Task  Force  –  South)  and  our
embarked  team,  we  will  pursue  and  disrupt  Transnational
Criminal  Organizations  to  support  stability  at  home  and
throughout the Americas.”

The USS Little Rock has had six GFV interdictions to date and
Little Rock will continue to raise this number. As long as the
ship is assigned to Commander, Task Force 45 (CTF-45), she
will continue interdiction operations. CTF-45 is the 4th Fleet
task force charged with executing combined naval operations,
building and strengthening Latin American, south of Mexico,
and Caribbean maritime partnerships, and acting as a DoD ready
service provider to JIATF-S in support of counter illicit-drug
trafficking  operations  in  the  Central  and  South  American
waters.

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet supports



USSOUTHCOM’s  joint  and  combined  military  operations  by
employing  maritime  forces  in  cooperative  maritime  security
operations to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and
build  enduring  partnerships  in  order  to  enhance  regional
security and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the
Caribbean, Central and South American region.

LEDETS are deployable specialized forces of the U.S. Coast
Guard that enforce U.S. laws and treaties in the maritime
domain. LEDETs conduct counter-smuggling operations as their
primary mission from U.S. and allied platforms. The U.S. Coast
Guard is simultaneously a member of the Joint Force, a law
enforcement organization, a regulatory agency, and a member of
the intelligence community. The U.S. Coast Guard’s wide suite
of  specialized  maritime  capabilities,  competencies,  and
authorities enhances the Joint Force’s comparative advantage
at sea.

HII is Awarded Naval Surface
Warfare  Center’s  Integrated
Training Systems Contract
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Release from HII

*****

MCLEAN,  Va.  (July  19,  2023)  —  HII’s  (NYSE:  HII)  Mission
Technologies division has been awarded a $41 million contract
to  provide  integrated  training  systems  installation  and
sustainment (ITSIS) for the U.S. Navy.

The  task  order  was  awarded  under  the  Naval  Sea  Systems
Command’s (NAVSEA) SeaPort Next Generation contract to support
the Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division Dam Neck
Activity (NSWCDD DNA) and has a one-year base period plus one
six-month extension.

The  work  expands  upon  HII’s  existing  support  of  training
systems to the customer.

“HII is excited to continue our partnership with NAVSEA and
deliver shipboard and shore-site integrated training system
hardware and software installation and life-cycle sustainment
services,”  said  Ryan  Norris,  president  of  Mission
Technologies’ Fleet Sustainment business group. “We have built
a  strong  team  with  extensive  experience  installing,
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configuring,  maintaining,  modernizing  and  securing  Navy
networks, tactical systems and C6ISR systems. We look forward
to supporting the systems that are critical to training naval
warfighters and improving fleet readiness.”

With more than 30 years of experience delivering shipboard and
shore-based installation and sustainment services to the U.S.
Navy, HII’s team will provide hardware and software upgrades,
system  maintenance,  training  system  integration,  curriculum
development and fleet training, cybersecurity, lab support,
integrated  logistics  support,  configuration  management  and
life-cycle sustainment of integrated training systems.

FUTURE USS CANBERRA (LCS 30)
RECEIVES  NATIONAL,  GRASS-
ROOTS  SUPPORT  FROM
COMMISSIONING COMMITTEE
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230419-N-NT811-1004  SAN  DIEGO  (April  19,  2023)  The
Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Canberra (LCS
30) departs San Diego Harbor for a routine underway off the
California Coast. Littoral Combat Ships are fast, optimally
manned, mission-tailored surface combatants that operate in
near-shore and open-ocean environments, winning against 21st-
century coastal threats. LCS integrates with joint, combined,
manned  and  unmanned  teams  to  support  forward  presence,
maritime security, sea control and deterrence missions around
the globe. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
1st Class Mark D. Faram)
SYDNEY – The Navy’s Independence-variant Littoral Combat Ship,
the future USS Canberra (LCS 30), will be commissioned, July
22 at the Royal Australian Naval Base Garden Island, in Sydney
Harbor — a rare commissioning abroad for the U.S. Navy. Behind
the scenes, an all-civilian committee of Navy League members
have worked for months to support the ship and its crew ahead
of this historic event that both celebrates and exemplifies
the strong relationship between the two nations. “We have
begun another important in the relationship between these two



great nations. The new USS Canberra (LCS 30) demonstrates the
strong alliance between the United States and Australia,” said
Ward Cook, Commissioning Committee Chairman in Kansas City.

Quoting Alfred Thayer Mahan who said, “navies are instruments
of  international  relations,”  Commissioning  Committee  member
Patricia Du Mont in Fort Lauderdale, Florida underscored the
importance of the relationship, stating, “As the first U.S.
Navy international ship commissioning, the commissioning of
USS  Canberra  (LCS  30)  in  Sydney,  Australia,  exemplifies
people-to-people diplomacy.”

The Navy League of the United States, a nonprofit organization
headquartered  in  Arlington,  Virginia  whose  mission  is  to
advocate, educate, and support the sea services, is routinely
involved in the commissioning process of U.S. Navy ships.
President and CEO of the Hampton Roads, Virginia Navy League
Council,  Maryellen  Baldwin  explained  that  her  council  has
commissioned  28  ships  to  date  and  stated,  “Navy  League-
provided ship enhancements add character and context to a
warship, which exerts its presence through port visits and
other peacetime pursuits [while also] improving quality of
life for those aboard.”

The USS Canberra Commissioning Committee, made up of eleven
individuals  from  across  the  United  States,  have  extensive
experience  bringing  new  ships  to  life.  With  more  than  50
combined ship commissioning between them, these individuals
came together 20 weeks ago to support the crew and families of
the future USS Canberra (LCS 30).

When the Navy receives delivery of a ship from the contractor,
the ship is only given the bare essentials to conduct business
at sea. The civilian Commissioning Committee raises funds to
support the crew’s additional needs while on board the ship.
There are important morale items that need to be purchased for
the crew to use during their down time on board, such as media
like books and TVs, and gym equipment This critical support

https://www.navyleague.org/


for the ship and her crew are an important part of any ship
commissioning  effort,  but  this  unique  international
commissioning  this  some  both  challenges  and  great
opportunities.

“Working with on the commissioning of the USS Canberra has
been the most challenging yet rewarding experience. Dealing
with the women and men from around the globe to not only make
all the events leading up to the commissioning happen, but
being able to support the crew and their families in many ways
will always make this a memorable experience for me,” said
Commissioning  Committee  member  Ronald  Spence  in  the  Rocky
Mountain  region,  who  has  worked  on  multiple  commissioning
committees.

It  will  be  up  to  the  ship’s  crew,  its  sponsor,  the
commissioning  committee,  and  the  City  of  Canberra  to
strengthen the relationship between the ship and its namesake
for the life of the ship. The ship’s sponsor is Australian
Senator, the Honourable Marise Payne, the former Australian
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The commissioning ceremony will
be highlighted by a time-honored Navy tradition when Ms. Payne
will give the first order to “man our ship and bring her to
life!”

Built by Austal USA, LCS 30 will be the twenty sixth littoral
combat  ship  to  enter  the  fleet  and  the  fifteenth  of  the
Independence variant. Former Austal employee and Commissioning
Committee member Jenny Beam Klein of Mobile, Alabama said, “it
was  an  honor  to  witness  the  construction  of  future  USS
Canberra (LCS 30) for the past five years here in Mobile,
Alabama.” She discussed the importance of the relationship
with Austal, stating, “It has been a privilege to be part of
the LCS 30 Commissioning Committee under the leadership of Mr.
Ward Cook and Mr. Ernie Conner and we are thrilled to watch
her join the U.S. Navy fleet this weekend on the other side of
the world. This ship and ceremony are creating stronger ties
between our Gulf Coast shipbuilding community, the Navy and

https://www.austal.com/


Australia. Congratulations to the Officers and the Crew!”

Austal is also hosting watch party for the event at their
facility in San Diego to, “keep the families involved,” said
Commissioning Committee member CWO4 David Miller, USN (Ret.)
of Kansas City, Missouri. “What an honor to be part of this
challenging,  but  highly  rewarding  event,  planning  and
conducting the commissioning of a ship in Sydney,” he said.

This will be the first US Navy ship in an allied port, and the
second US Navy Combat ship named after Australian’s capitol
city. Independence-variant LCS pride themselves on being fast,
optimally  manned,  mission-tailored  surface  combatants  that
operate  in  near-shore  and  open-ocean  environments,  winning
against  21st-century  coastal  threats.  LCS  integrates  with
joint, combined, manned and unmanned teams to support forward-
presence,  maritime  security,  sea  control,  and  deterrence
missions around the globe.

USS  CANBERRA  (LCS  30)  will  be  homeported  in  San  Diego,
California.  The  ceremony  will  be  live  streamed  at:
http://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/32033.  The  link  will  become
active approximately five minutes prior to the event (Friday,

July 21st 8:55 p.m. EST). Please contact Editor-in-Chief of
Seapower  magazine,  Ann  Tropea  with  questions:
atropea@navyleague.org

###

Navy Retires Its Last Special
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Operations  Helicopter
Squadron

SAN DIEGO, California (June 30, 2023) MH-60S Seahawks assigned
to the “Firehawks” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 85
fly near San Diego during the squadron’s final flight prior to
its deactivation ceremony. Navy Reserve squadron HSC-85 is the
Navy’s last helicopter squadron dedicated to Naval Special
Warfare (NSW) and Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR). (U.S. Navy
photo  by  Mass  Communication  Specialist  2nd  Class  Ryan
LeCompte)
*****

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Navy’s only helicopter squadron
dedicated to support of special operations forces has made its
final flight.

Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 85 (HSC-85), a reserve squadron
based at Naval Air Station North Island, California, made its
final  flight  on  June  30,  2023,  prior  to  its  deactivation
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ceremony, according to a release from Commander, Naval Air
Force Reserve.

HSC-85 was equipped with MH-60S Seahawk helicopters to support
“Naval Special Warfare forces and other special operations
forces training and readiness,” according to the Department of
the Navy’s 2023 budget highlights book. The Navy proposed
retirement of the squadron with the service’s 2023 budget
request. The Navy estimates the program savings would amount
to $312.5 million over the Future Years Defense Plan.  

HSC-85 originally was established as Helicopter Anti-Submarine
Squadron 85 (HS-85) in 1970 at NAS Alameda, California, and
equipped with the SH-3A Sea King helicopter, later upgrading
to the SH-3D and SH-3H versions. The squadron moved to NAS
North Island in 1993 and in October 1994 was redesignated
Helicopter Combat Support Squadron 85 (HC-85), shifting to the
roles of search and rescue, logistics and range support. 

The squadron was redesignated HSC-85 in February 2006 and
equipped with MH-60S helicopters. In 2011, special operations
support became its primary role, and it was equipped with an
older version of the Seahawk, the HH-60H. The Navy planned in
2016 to deactivate HSC-85 and its East Coast counterpart,
HSC-84, but HSC-85 survived. The squadron in 2018 upgraded to
the Block III version of the MH-60S. 

SECNAV  ACCEPTS  MIAMI-DADE’S
INVITATION TO HOST FLEET WEEK
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MIAMI IN 2024
Release from Commander, Navy Region Southeast

*****

By CNRSE PAO

18 July 2023

MIAMI (July 14, 2023) – Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro
joined with Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava to
announce the inaugural Fleet Week Miami in 2024.
 
The two dignitaries made the announcement July 14 at PortMiami
along with other military and civilian officials.  Fleet Week
Miami will be held May 7-14, 2024 at PortMiami, and will bring
in  excess  of  800  service  members  to  south  Florida  whose
primary  mission  will  be  to  contribute  to  a  growing
understanding  of  the  Navy’s  importance  in  our  country’s
national defense.  The week-long event is expected to feature
both US Navy and US Coast Guard vessels to showcase military
technology to the public.
 
“We are honored the U.S. Navy has accepted Miami-Dade County’s
invitation to host Fleet Week at PortMiami in 2024,” Levine
Cava said. “Residents and visitors will be able to see ships
up close, board them and take tours as well as participate in
community events. We are also excited the visiting sailors and
marines  will  be  able  to  enjoy  our  attractions,  engage  in
community projects and experience all of Miami-Dade’s unique
cultural offerings.”
 
Other speakers at the news conference included the Honorable
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman, Miami-Dade Board of County
Commissioners; the Honorable Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of the
Navy; and Hydi Webb, PortMiami Chief Executive Officer.  
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Senior military present for the announcement included: Rear
Adm. Douglas Schofield, Coast Guard Commander District 7; Rear
Adm. Allan Thomas, Director of Operations SOUTHCOM; and Capt.
Ian Johnson, Commander Navy Region Southeast.
 
The U.S. Navy visited Miami through its Navy Week program in
January.  The  successful  event  was  one  of  15  Navy  Weeks
nationwide to take place in 2023, and it brought a variety of
assets,  equipment,  and  personnel  to  a  single  city  for  a
weeklong series of engagements designed to bring America’s
Navy closer to the people it protects. Miami Navy Week gave
the community an opportunity to learn about the Navy, its
sailors  and  its  importance  to  national  security  and
prosperity, and its success helped spur the Fleet Week Miami
initiative.
 
“Thank you Mayor Levine Cava, Miami-Dade County and the city
of Miami for continuing to host our service members, and for
opening up your port to our fleet,” said Secretary of the Navy
Carlos Del Toro. “Fleet Week in Miami will be an unforgettable
opportunity for Miamians and tourists alike to learn about the
incredible people who make up our Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard,  and  their  importance  to  our  national  security  and
prosperity.”  


