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HSC-22 CONDUCTS FINAL FLIGHT 

By COMNAVAIRLANT Public Affairs

23 February 2023 

(NORFOLK, Va.) – The “Sea Knights” of Helicopter Sea Combat
Squadron (HSC) 22 conducted their final flight on Wednesday,
Feb. 15, 2023, almost 16 years after their first flight in
2006. 

 

https://seapowermagazine.org/hsc-22-conducts-final-flight/
https://www.usff.navy.mil/Press-Room/News-Stories/Article/3308730/hsc-22-conducts-final-flight/


As one of the squadrons located on the “seawall” of Naval
Station Norfolk, HSC-22 operated the MH-60S helicopter, the
Navy’s multi-mission, rotary-wing helicopter, as well as the
MQ-8B/C “Fire Scout”, an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) used
for  intelligence,  surveillance  and  reconnaissance  in  the
maritime environment. 
 
Cmdr. Aaron “Dempsey” Berger is the last of 14 commanding
officers who have led the squadron to work towards their core
mission areas. 
 
“When this squadron was established we were handed a challenge
of living up to the standards set by other squadrons,” said
Berger. “I believe we’ve risen above and set new standards for
other squadrons to meet… I’ve challenged every Sailor as they
depart  for  other  commands  to  take  their  “get  to  yes”
mentality, work ethic, and organizational standards onward so
we, as a Naval Aviation Enterprise can continue to support the
National Defense Strategy.” 
 
HSC-22 was the first East Coast HSC squadron to pioneer the
integration of rotary UAVs into the existing MH-60S mission
sets.  For  over  5  years,  HSC-22  operated  three  separate
aircraft  models  in  the  squadron  with  many  members  being
qualified  to  operate  or  perform  maintenance  on  all  three
platforms. 
 
Designated as one of three east coast expeditionary squadrons,
HSC-22 has deployed detachments of personnel and aircraft on
nearly every class of ship the U.S. Navy currently operates
world-wide. 
 
One of the squadron’s core mission areas in recent years was
working with the U.S. Coast Guard under the Joint Interagency
Task Force South. This unique opportunity enabled the squadron
to exercise the manned-unmanned teaming concept to facilitate
the interdiction of illicit trafficking. 



 
Berger closed with acknowledging that even though they have
performed their final flight, the “Sea Knights” have proudly
lived up to their motto of “Praeses, Armis, Gero”, “Protect,
Fight, Support”.  

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Interdicts  Illegal  Drugs
Shipment in Arabian Sea 

Release from U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs 
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U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Interdicts Illegal Drugs Shipment in
Arabian Sea 

By U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs | February
26, 2023 

MANAMA, Bahrain — 

A U.S. Coast Guard ship seized illegal drugs worth $20 million
in U.S. street value from a fishing vessel with four mariners
transiting international waters in the Arabian Sea, Feb. 25. 

Crewmembers from USCGC John Scheuerman (WPC 1146) discovered
1,350 kilograms of hashish, 276 kilograms of methamphetamine
and 23 kilograms of amphetamine pills upon interdicting the
vessel during a routine patrol. 

“This is the result of excellent teamwork and multinational
collaboration. It is important that we continue relentlessly
pursuing any destabilizing maritime activity,” said U.S. Navy
Capt. Anthony Webber, commander of Task Force 55, the staff
responsible for U.S. 5th Fleet surface forces in the region.
“The  crew  clearly  demonstrated  John  Scheuerman’s  motto  of
‘selflessness and strength’ during this seizure and I couldn’t
be more proud.” 

John Scheuerman was operating in support of Combined Task
Force (CTF) 150 at the time. Currently led by the United
Kingdom  Royal  Navy,  CTF  150  is  one  of  four  task  forces
organized under the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). 

CMF is the largest international naval partnership in the
world, consisting of 38 member-nations and partners, and has
interdicted over $1 billion worth of illicit narcotics during
maritime patrols. 



AUSTALUSA CHRISTENS CODY (EPF
14) – THE FIRST EPF FLIGHT II
VESSEL 

Release from AustalUSA 
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FEBRUARY 25, 2023 

AUSTALUSA CHRISTENS CODY (EPF 14) – THE FIRST EPF FLIGHT II
VESSEL 

MOBILE, Ala. – Austal USA christened its 14th Expeditionary
Fast Transport (EPF), USNS Cody, during a ceremony at its
advanced manufacturing facility today. Cody is the first EPF
Flight II as well as the first Navy vessel to honor the city
of Cody, Wyo.   

The ceremony for the Navy’s first Flight II EPF was well
attended by Navy leaders and elected officials. Vice Admiral

https://seapowermagazine.org/austalusa-christens-cody-epf-14-the-first-epf-flight-ii-vessel/
https://seapowermagazine.org/austalusa-christens-cody-epf-14-the-first-epf-flight-ii-vessel/
https://seapowermagazine.org/austalusa-christens-cody-epf-14-the-first-epf-flight-ii-vessel/
https://usa.austal.com/news/austalusa-christens-cody-epf-14-first-epf-flight-ii-vessel


Francis Morley, principal military deputy to the assistant
secretary  of  the  Navy  for  research,  development,  and
acquisition; Rear Admiral Bruce Gillingham, surgeon general of
the U.S. Navy; Rear Admiral Michael Wettlaufer, commander,
Military Sealift Command; Rear Admiral Tom Anderson, program
executive officer, ships; Honorable Matt Hall, mayor of Cody,
Wyo.; and Honorable Greg Reed, Alabama Senate President Pro
Tempore all participated in christening events. 

Ship sponsor Averil D. Spencer christened the ship with a
ceremonial champagne bottle-break on the bow of the ship.
Spencer, an avid philanthropist, is the Founder and Executive
Director of Launch gURLs, a nonprofit that aims to close the
gender gap in economic opportunities through entrepreneurship
programming for adolescent girls globally. 

“Cody represents the future of naval medicine afloat and the
ability  to  provide  critical  combat  care  in  austere  and
contested operating environments,” Austal USA President Rusty
Murdaugh said. “With her medical capability, Cody will make a
name for herself as a new asset to the global humanitarian
cause very soon.” 

EPF Flight II provides a Role 2E (expanded) medical capability
which  includes,  among  other  capabilities,  basic  secondary
health care built around primary surgery; intensive care unit;
ward beds; and limited x-ray, laboratory and dental support.
The  EPF’s  catamaran  design  provides  inherent  stability  to
allow surgeons to perform underway medical procedures in an
on-board operating suite. The EPF’s catamaran design provides
inherent  stability  to  allow  surgeons  to  perform  underway
medical procedures in an on-board operating suite. Enhanced
capabilities to support V-22 flight operations and launch and
recover 11-meter Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats complement the
ship’s medical facilities. These Flight II upgrades along with
EPF’s speed, maneuvrability and shallow water access are key
enablers for mission support of future Distributed Maritime
Operations and Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations around



the world. Flight II retains the capability of the Flight I to
support other missions including core logistics capabilities. 

The  USNS  Cody  is  one  of  two  EPF  Flight  II  ships  under
construction at Austal USA with a third under contract.  EPF
Flight II ships will augment the future Expeditionary Medical
Ships  which  will  be  capable  of  comprehensive,
multidisciplinary  hospital  operations.  

NAVWAR Highlights Information
Warfare’s Role in Connecting
a Joint Future Force at WEST
2023 
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NAVWAR Highlights Information Warfare’s Role in Connecting a
Joint Future Force at WEST 2023 

24 February 2023 

From Kara McDermott 

SAN DIEGO – Naval Information Warfare Systems Command (NAVWAR)
leaders  and  technical  experts  highlighted  digitization,
automation, and agile software delivery as key tenants to
connecting a joint future force during WEST 2023 at the San
Diego Convention Center, Feb. 14-16. 

Gathering with a contingent of other information warfare (IW)
commands, the team shared the IW mission and priorities with

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3307186/navwar-highlights-information-warfares-role-in-connecting-a-joint-future-force/


attendees through speakers, panels, subject matter experts,
and technology demonstrations at the three-day conference and
exposition. 

The lead for the IW community, Vice Adm. Kelly Aeschbach,
commander,  Naval  Information  Forces,  touched  on  readiness,
capability, and capacity by noting that people are the weapon
systems in information warfare. 

“Our biggest challenge right now is facing demand,” she said.
“We  are  needed  everywhere,  and  I  cannot  produce  enough
information warfare capacity and capability to distribute it
everywhere that we would like to have it. That remains a real
pressing challenge for me – how we prioritize where we put our
talent  and  ensure  that  we  have  it  in  the  most  impactful
place.” 

As a part of the IW speakers’ series, Rear Adm. Doug Small,
commander, NAVWAR, answered questions on a variety of subjects
including  risk  management,  future  opportunities  and
constraints  for  continuous  connectivity,  and  how  unmanned
systems play into Project Overmatch. As a Navy high-priority
initiative,  Project  Overmatch  is  aimed  at  connecting
platforms, weapons, and sensors together in a robust Naval
Operational Architecture that integrates with Joint All-Domain
Command  and  Control  for  enhanced  Distributed  Maritime
Operations.  

“Networking for unmanned systems is a core part of what we are
trying to do,” said Small. “We are charged with making sure
all the components of the architecture, what the CNO called
the ‘connective tissue,’ reaches every single one of those
platforms  to  include  unmanned  systems.   Everything  from
networking  to  the  computing  plant  onboard  to  how  it
communicates.”  

Small also joined top leaders from across the Navy, Marine
Corps, and Coast Guard on a panel to discuss what is being



done to provide clarity in the requirements and acquisition
processes, recruiting and retaining the right talent in a
competitive hiring environment, and explaining their toughest
challenges and areas of opportunities. 

“As  we  continue  to  bring  digital  platforms  to  ships  with
modern methods of software delivery, we are using new ways to
tap into our amazing talent pool,” said Small. “With events
like script-a-thons and coding challenges, we are pushing to
get  the  very  best  from  our  Sailors  and  Marines  who  are
absolutely experts in their fields.” 

Back at the IW Pavilion, attendees had the opportunity to meet
informally with dozens of program managers, business portfolio
managers and subject matter experts through the engagement
zone  program.  Open  to  all  registered  attendees  with  no
appointment  needed,  these  one-on-one  and  small  group
conversations discussed capabilities, service offerings, and
opportunities for partnerships. 

“WEST and other similar industry forums are vital to program
managers to ensure we’re aware of commercial technologies we
can leverage for the Fleet,” said Capt. Kris De Soto, program
manager, Communications and GPS Navigation Program. “I was
excited to participate in the event and the engagement zone
and very pleased that we were able to meet so many of our
industry partners in one place.” 

In  addition  to  the  engagement  zone,  the  IW  pavilion  also
hosted a variety of technology demonstrations as a way to
share insights into Navy tools, capabilities, and tactics so
attendees could understand opportunities for collaboration or
support. 

“This year, Naval Information Warfare Center (NIWC) Pacific is
showcasing a wide breadth of our capabilities, with many of
them showing the power of digitization and automation to the
Fleet and for overall joint service readiness,” said Amanda



George, business portfolio manager at NIWC Pacific. 

One of those demonstrations was CyberKnight, a toolset that
provides  a  method  to  automate  the  analysis  of  security
technical  implementation  guides  for  command,  control,
communications,  computers,  intelligence, surveillance,  and
reconnaissance systems. 

“CyberKnight is beneficial because the operating system type
it analyzes is prevalent throughout the Department of Defense
(DoD),” said Michael Price, cyber assessment and authorization
branch  head  at  NIWC  Pacific.  “It  speeds  up  onerous
requirements, allowing the security and engineering teams to
address any security risks in a more timely fashion.” 

NIWC Pacific also demonstrated their Space and Stratospheric
Systems Program, where they have developed a small satellite
and payload integration lab that enables rapid prototyping and
demonstration of capabilities for Navy and other DoD sponsors
in a government-owned and operated environment. 

“Working jointly with other services is the best way to move
fast,” said Jason Bousquet, NIWC Pacific space systems branch
head. “Every organization has something of value to offer with
contributions in technical expertise, experience, and valuable
lessons learned. Knowledge gaps are filled quickly allowing
for accelerated progress and increased success.” 

Jara Tripiano, NIWC Pacific’s chief engineer, closed out the
IW pavilion speakers’ series by acknowledging that there is
increased  recognition  of  the  importance  of how capabilities
are developed and delivered, and how it truly matters at an
operational level. 

“In support of Project Overmatch, we recently delivered a
software  package  via  the  Overmatch  Software  Armory’s
continuous integration/continuous delivery pipeline over-the-
air to an operational platform,” she said. “In the future, we
want that to be the norm. That WILL be the norm.” 



Co-sponsored  by  the  Armed  Forces  Communications  and
Electronics  Association  (AFCEA)  International  and  the  U.S.
Naval  Institute  (USNI),  WEST  2023  is  the  premier  naval
conference and exposition on the West Coast. 

About NAVWAR 

NAVWAR  identifies,  develops,  delivers,  and  sustains
information warfighting capabilities and services that enable
naval, joint, coalition, and other national missions operating
in  warfighting  domains  from  seabed  to  space  and  through
cyberspace.  NAVWAR  consists  of  more  than  11,000  civilian,
active  duty  and  reserve  professionals  located  around  the
world. 

USCGC Vigilant’s crew returns
home following 28-day Florida
Straits patrol 
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USCGC Vigilant’s crew returns home following 28-day Florida
Straits patrol 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. – The crew of the USCGC Vigilant (WMEC
617) returned to their home port in Cape Canaveral Saturday
following a 28-day patrol in the Florida Straits. 

Patrolling  in  support  of  Homeland  Security  Task  Force  –
Southeast and Operation Vigilant Sentry in the Seventh Coast
Guard  District’s  area  of  responsibility,  Vigilant’s  crew
conducted maritime safety and security missions while working
to detect, deter and intercept unsafe and illegal migrant
ventures bound for the United States. 

During the patrol, Vigilant assisted with the interdiction of
a  grossly  overloaded  vessel  with  311  Haitian  migrants  on

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3310448/uscgc-vigilants-crew-returns-home-following-28-day-florida-straits-patrol/


board. The crew provided migrants with food, water, shelter
and medical aid until the migrants were repatriated back to
their country of origin. 

“This interdiction was a great example of the Department of
Homeland Security’s outstanding interagency coordination and
cooperation,”  said  Cmdr.  Jay  Guyer,  Vigilant’s  commanding
officer. “I’m extremely proud of Vigilant’s crew in how they
execute  this  dynamic  and  difficult  mission  with
professionalism  and  humanity.”  

Vigilant is a 210-foot Reliance-class medium endurance cutter.
The cutter’s primary missions are counter drug operations,
migrant interdiction, enforcement of federal fishery laws and
search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations
throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

Joint,  Combined  Exercise
Shows  Marine  Littoral
Regiment  Idea  is  on  ”Right
Track’
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U.S.  Marines  with  3d  Marine  Littoral  Regiment,  3d  Marine
Division present arms during the redesignation ceremony of 3d
Marines to 3d MLR aboard Marine Corps Base Hawaii, March 3,
2022. The 3d MLR will serve as a key enabler for joint,
allied,  and  partnered  forces,  will  integrate  with  naval
forces, and will enable multi-domain maneuver and fires within
contested spaces. The transition of 3d Marines to 3d MLR is in
accordance with Force Design 2030 and one of the first major
steps to facilitating a shift as the Marine Corps divests in
legacy capabilities and builds a force that is optimized for
operations  envisioned  within  the  Commandant’s  Planning
Guidance. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Patrick King)
ARLINGTON, Va. — Now that the first Marine Littoral Regiment
has  been  created,  U.S.  Marine  Corps  leaders  say  they’re
experimenting to determine how best to equip the pioneering
unit as the forward-based eyes and ears of the fleet inside a
contested maritime environment.  

The  3rd  Marine  Regiment  was  redesignated  the  3rd  Marine
Littoral Regiment (MLR) in a March 3, 2022 ceremony at Marine
Corps Base Hawaii, where the new regiment will continue to be
headquartered. The first of three planned littoral regiments
for the Indo-Pacific region, the 3rd MLR is a key part of the
Marines’ ambitious force redesign to contend with near-peer

https://seapowermagazine.org/the-3rd-marines-come-in-first-as-the-first-marine-littoral-regiment/
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militaries like China and Russia. 

”We have not only built the organization, now we are equipping
it, experimenting and doing the testing and evaluation with
those concepts we’ve come up with,” Marine Corps Col. Lance
Lewis told the National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA)
Expeditionary Warfare Conference Feb. 22. ”We’re definitely on
the right track when it comes with MLRs,” added Lewis, the
Assistant Vice Chief of Naval Research at the Office of Naval
Research (ONR), ”That is how we are going to enable the Stand-
In Force.” 

The Marines’ evolving Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations
concept envisions littoral operations by specialized mobile,
low  signature  units  within  larger  distributed  maritime
operations areas. Plans call for the MLRs to be organized,
trained and equipped to support sea control and sea denial
operations  as  part  of  a  larger  naval  expeditionary  force
integrated  with  the  joint  force  and  allied  and  partnered
forces. 

Currently the MLRs are divided into three elements: a littoral
combat team made up of a one infantry battalion equipped with
a ship-killing missile battery, an anti-aircraft battalion,
and a combat logistics battalion. All three elements were
dispersed over three separate islands in their debut inclusion
in RIMPAC 22
, the huge joint multinational maritime exercise in Hawaii.
The MLR provided multi-domain awareness to the Combined Task
Force, the Combined Force Maritime Component Command, and the
Combined Force Air Component Command. 

As the “eyes and ears of the fleet,” Lewis said, ”You need not
only to restructure, but how do you maneuver those forces
around  the  battlefield  so  it’s  not  a  standard  set  of
battalions but a different task organization, and then how do
you now equip those forces.” 

https://www.ndia.org/events/2023/2/22/3700-ewc-2023
https://www.c3f.navy.mil/News/Article/3184998/3d-marine-littoral-regiment-participates-in-rimpac-22/


Navy to Christen Future USNS
Cody 
Release from the Department of Defense 

***** 

The Navy will christen its Spearhead-class expeditionary fast
transport, the future USNS Cody (EPF 14), during a 10:00 a.m.
ceremony Saturday, February 25, in Mobile, Ala. 

The Honorable Matt Hall, Mayor of Cody, Wyo., will deliver the
ceremonial principal address. Additional speakers include Vice
Adm.  Francis  Morley,  principal  military  deputy  to  the
Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research, Development, and
Acquisition; The Honorable Greg Reed, president pro tempore of
the Alabama state senate; Rear Adm. Bruce Gillingham, Surgeon
General of the Navy; Rear Adm. Michael Wettlaufer, commander,
Military  Sealift  Command;  Mr.  Rusty  Murdaugh,  president,
Austal USA; and Mr. Stan Kordana, vice president of Surface
Systems, General Dynamics Mission Systems. 

In a time-honored Navy tradition, Averil Spencer, the ship’s
sponsor,  will  christen  the  ship  by  breaking  a  bottle  of
sparkling wine across the bow. Spencer is the daughter of the
Honorable Richard V. Spencer, 76th Secretary of the Navy. 

“This ship is the first to honor the city of Cody, Wyoming, a
city that proudly embodies America’s independence and fighting
spirit,” said Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro. “The
future  USNS  Cody  will  also  be  the  first  Flight  II
configuration  in  its  class,  bringing  enhanced  medical
capabilities in addition to its high-speed sealift mobility
and  agility.  I  look  forward  to  the  depth  that  this

https://seapowermagazine.org/navy-to-christen-future-usns-cody/
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expeditionary  fast  transport  will  add  to  our  fleet.”  

The future USNS Cody will join the fleet as one of nearly 100
U.S. Navy ships operating globally each day ensuring freedom
of the seas, protecting international law, and strengthening
relationships with Allies and partners. 

The Navy’s Military Sealift Command will operate the future
USNS  Cody,  the  first  Flight  II  configured  Spearhead-class
expeditionary fast transport (EPF). The ship is named in honor
of Cody, Wyo., and is the first ship in naval service named
after the city. 

EPFs, formerly designated as Joint High Speed Vessels, are
all-aluminum catamarans that provide high-speed, shallow-draft
transportation  capability  to  support  the  intra-theater
maneuver of personnel, supplies, and equipment for the Navy,
Marine Corps, and Army. EPFs enable the rapid projection,
agile maneuver, and sustainment of forces in response to a
wide range of military and civilian contingencies such as Non-
Combatant  Evacuation  Operations  (NEO),  Humanitarian
Assistance,  and  Disaster  Relief  (HADR).  

The  Flight  II  ships  will  enhance  the  medical  mission
capability of the EPF’s mission portfolio. With an embarked
medical unit, the Flight II EPF will have two operating rooms,
the ability to support approximately 41 medical patients, and
147 embarked forces. Flight II EPFs will have an 11M RIB and
MV-22 capability. 

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information on the Expeditionary Fast
Transport  (EPF)  can  be  found  at: 
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Ar
ticle/2226179/expeditionary-fast-transport-epf/ 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4jbECyPm3VHJJm1C0tPJQ?domain=lnks.gd
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4jbECyPm3VHJJm1C0tPJQ?domain=lnks.gd


USCGC Dependable returns home
after a 50-day patrol in the
Florida Straits and Windward
Pass 

USCGC Dependable’s (WMEC 626) crew operates alongside USCGC
James (WMSL 754) in support of Operation Vigilant Sentry in
the Florida Straits off the coast of Key West, Florida, Jan.
21,  2023.  Dependable’s  crew  patrolled  the  Coast  Guard’s
Seventh District area of operations to conduct maritime safety
and security missions. (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Fireman
Olliver Miller)
Release from Coast Guard Atlantic Area
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VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — The crew of the USCGC Dependable (WMEC
626) returned to their homeport in Virginia Beach Thursday
following a 50-day maritime safety and security patrol in the
Florida Straits and Windward Pass. 

In support of Homeland Security Task Force – Southeast and
Operation  Vigilant  Sentry  in  the  Seventh  Coast  Guard
District’s area of responsibility, Dependable’s crew conducted
multiple interdiction evolutions and collaborated with other
Coast Guard cutters and task force aircraft to continue the
critical mission of maintaining safety at sea. 

During the patrol, Dependable’s crew processed, cared for and
repatriated approximately 500 migrants. While operating in the
Florida Straits, Dependable worked with other law enforcement
entities,  including  Customs  and  Border  Protection  and  the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to detect,
deter and intercept unsafe and illegal ventures bound for the
United States.  

“The crew has been training to conduct migrant interdiction
operations  since  July  2022,”  said  Lt.  Cmdr.  Dana  Prefer,
Dependable’s executive officer. “In preparation for the recent
uptick in migration ventures, we worked hard to qualify over
50 crew members to stand watch and care for the migrants
embarked onboard the cutter. The training and preparation paid
off as it was truly a team effort to interdict, process and
care for just about 500 migrants throughout our patrol.” 

Dependable  is  a  210-foot  Reliance-class  medium  endurance
cutter  with a  crew  of  70.  The  cutter’s  primary  missions
include  counter  drug  operations,  migrant  interdiction,
enforcement of federal fishery laws, and search and rescue in
support  of  Coast  Guard  operations  throughout  the  Western
Hemisphere. 

http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/210wmec.asp


USMC Calls for GPN

U.S. Marines with Headquarters Company, Headquarters Regiment,
2nd  Marine  Logistics  Group,  stage  vehicles  in  support  of
Exercise Trident Juncture 18 on Camp Lejeune, N.C., Aug.27,
2018.
***** 

New  Marine  Corps  Logistics  Plan  Calls  for  Pre-Positioned
Stocks to be Integrated into a Global Positioning Network 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Marine Corps is refining its logistics
concepts in conjunction with the commandant’s Force Design
2030  to  provide  sustainable  logistics  in  a  contested
environment. The plan includes integrating its pre-positioned
stocks into a Global Positioning Network (GPN), the Corps said
in a Feb. 23 press teleconference. 

https://seapowermagazine.org/usmc-calls-for-gpn/


The plan — Installations and Logistics 2030 — was released
Feb. 23 by Marine Corps Commandant Gen. David H. Berger, who
said  in  the  accompanying  release  that,  “[a]ny  student  of
military history understands the critical nature of logistics
and sustainment capabilities. We are focusing on diversifying
distribution  models,  resourcing  and  improving  sustainment
capabilities, and ensuring the most resilient installations.” 

“One broken link in a supply chain can result in an untethered
force,” said Lt. Gen. Edward Banta, deputy commandant for
Installations  and  Logistics.  “A  web  mentality  assures
sustainment  of  the  force  and  can  absorb  disruption.”  

Logistics Upgrades Needed 
The plan directs myriad studies and experiments to re-vamp the
logistical systems and make them more forward and resilient,
modify force structure tailored the Stand-In Force operating
inside an enemy’s engagement zone, and to and able to take
advantage  of  emerging  technologies,  including  unmanned
systems, tele-maintenance, 3D printing, and alternative energy
sources. 

“Stand-in Forces are small, low signature, mobile, relatively
simple-to-maintain-and-sustain  forces  designed  to  operate
across the competition continuum within a contested area,” the
release  said.  “They  are  the  leading  edge  of  a  maritime
defense-in-depth in order to intentionally disrupt the plans
of a potential or actual adversary.” 

“We  are  changing  our  global  posture  with  a  new  Global
Positioning Network (GPN) that leverages afloat and ashore
capability sets for responsiveness,” Banta said. ”The GPN also
matures our relationships with partners and allies for access,
basing, and overflight. Within the GPN we will be pushing
higher echelons of maintenance further forward, as well as
leveraging the already existing global presence of commercial
industry partners. An example here is the ability of forklift



operator to reach over to a Caterpillar dealer in the region,
versus having to order a part from back in the Continental
United States.” 

The  new  document  says  that  the  current  logistics  concept
“relies on deliberate, multi-modal movement of equipment and
supplies across a linear logistics and supply chain, requiring
large  warehousing  and  trans-shipment  nodes  to  break  down,
consolidate, and repackage shipments for delivery to the end
user. Our supply chains have been developed for efficiency,
not effectiveness. One broken link in the supply chain can
result in an untethered force.” 

The GPN will be designed to be a supply web instead of a
supply line. 

“Instead of relying on a singular, vulnerable chain, we must
build a more resilient supply web that can adapt to temporary
broken  links  or  obstructions,”  the  new  document  said.
“Improving sustainment will demand global logistics solutions
that are non-linear and distributed, have a smaller physical
footprint at any one site, and limit the vulnerability of
forward forces.” 

The Marine Corps maintains prepositioned stocks of weapons,
equipment, and supplies on Military Sealift Command ships at
Diego Garcia and the Marianas, plus a stock at a facility in
Norway.  The  Corps  will  be  integrating  its  pre-positioned
stocks into the GPN. 

In response to a question from Seapower Magazine about the
pre-positioned  stocks,  Col,  Michael  Mulvey,  Futures  branch
head for Logistics Vision and Strategy said, “[We] are looking
at an integrated global positioning network now. So that’s,
that’s a combination of both afloat and ashore platforms that
enables campaigning. So that’s steady state operations that
Marines will do from day to day. And by having that forward
position  [with]  the  equipment  and  capabilities  inside  the

https://seapowermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Media-Kit_2023.pdf


first island chain and in the Indo Pacific, we can transition
much more efficiently from campaigning to a conflict scenario
if we need that.” 

“The logistical challenge in front of us is massive. But the
risks  of  not  implementing  change  are  clear  –  the  Naval
Expeditionary  Force  becomes  unnecessarily  vulnerable,
particularly  while  operating  in  forward  and  distributed
formations,” Berger said in the new document. “Transforming
our current installations and logistics related capabilities,
capacity, and resiliency to support the future force more
effectively,  while  reducing  risk  to  our  units,  Marines,
Sailors, families, and allies and partners is paramount. The
time for action is now.”  

Installations and Logistics 2030 can be downloaded from the
USMC website. 

Boeing Sets F/A-18 Production
Completion  Date  as  Defense
Business  Pivots  to  Future
Work  

https://www.marines.mil/Installations-and-Logistics-2030/
https://www.marines.mil/Installations-and-Logistics-2030/
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A Boeing-built F/A-18 Super Hornet takes off from Lambert
International Airport in St. Louis. Boeing will continue to
deliver new Block III Super Hornets to the Navy through 2025.
(Boeing photo)

Release from Boeing  

***** 

– Defense, Space & Security plans St. Louis workforce growth
supporting new and next-generation military aircraft programs
and services  

– F/A-18 Service Life Modification will continue through the
mid-2030s; advanced capabilities development and upgrades for
global fleet continuing for decades 

ST.  LOUIS,  Feb.  23,  2023  —  Boeing  [NYSE:  BA]  expects  to
complete  new-build  production  of  the  F/A-18  Super  Hornet
fighter aircraft in late 2025 following delivery of the final
U.S. Navy fighters. Production could be extended to 2027 if
the Super Hornet is selected by an international customer. 

To meet demand for defense products and services, Boeing plans
to continue hiring year-over-year for the next five at its St.
Louis site. More than 900 people were hired in the region last
year. 

https://boeing.mediaroom.com/news-releases-statements?item=131215#assets_20295_131215-117


“We are planning for our future, and building fighter aircraft
is in our DNA,” said Steve Nordlund, Boeing Air Dominance vice
president and St. Louis site leader. “As we invest in and
develop the next era of capability, we are applying the same
innovation and expertise that made the F/A-18 a workhorse for
the U.S. Navy and air forces around the world for nearly 40
years.” 

The F/A-18 production decision allows Boeing to: 

Redirect resources to future military aircraft programs:
To  support  work  on  the  next  generation  of  advanced
crewed  and  uncrewed  aircraft,  Boeing  plans  to  build
three  new,  state-of-the-art  facilities  in  St.  Louis.
These facilities, as well as the new Advanced Composite
Fabrication  Center  in  Arizona,  and  the  new  MQ-25
production  facility  at  MidAmerica  St.  Louis  Airport,
represent more than a $1 billion investment. 

Boeing  has  invested  $700  million  into  St.  Louis
infrastructure upgrades during the past decade, enabling
the  introduction  of  new  design  and  build  techniques
streamlining  processes  and  improving  first-time
quality.  

Ramp up production of critical new defense programs:
Boeing St. Louis will increase production of the world’s
first all-digital training system, the T-7A Red Hawk,
and  the  world’s  first  carrier-deployed  autonomous
refueling  aircraft,  the  MQ-25  Stingray,  along  with
ongoing production of new F-15EX Eagle IIs and 777X wing
components.  
Focus on modernization and upgrade efforts: Boeing will
continue to develop advanced capabilities and upgrades
for the global F/A-18 Super Hornet and EA-18G Growler



fleet. Throughout the next decade, all Block II Super
Hornets in Service Life Modification will receive the
Block III capability suite. Boeing will also continue to
add advanced electronic attack capability as part of
ongoing Growler modifications. 

 
Since the F/A-18 debuted in 1983, Boeing has delivered more
than  2,000  Hornets,  Super  Hornets  and  EA-18G  Growlers  to
customers around the world including the U.S. Navy, Australia,
Canada, Finland, Kuwait, Malaysia, Spain and Switzerland. 


