
Ceremony Culminates 12 Months
of Centennial Activities
DAHLGREN, Va. — Navy and congressional leaders joined Naval
Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division (NSWCDD) personnel to
celebrate  a  centennial  of  technological  innovation  that
revolutionized  surface  warfare  at  a  grand  finale  ceremony
here, Oct. 19.

Over the past year of centennial activities — from a concert
and picnics to podcasts and a rocket contest — government
civilians, defense contractors, and military personnel working
at NSWCDD travelled down memory lane leading up to the 100-
year mark this month.

“The first shot of the new base was fired from a 7-inch, 45-
caliber, tractor-mounted gun, just like the one over there,”
said Capt. Godfrey “Gus” Weekes, NSWCDD commanding officer,
while pointing to the century-old gun on display.

Since  that  shot  was  fired  on  Oct.  16,  1918,  Dahlgren
scientists and engineers rose to the occasion time and again
to provide the Navy with innovative solutions based on their
technical  capability  to  integrate  sensors,  weapons,  and
associated weapon and combat systems into surface ships and
vehicles.

“The men and women of Dahlgren are dedicated to the mission
and have always answered the bell,” Weekes told the audience
which included 65 distinguished visitors. “We answered the
bell in 1918 and we’re answering the bell today. Just like
during the Cold War or the Korean War, we’re up against near
peer or peer threats. The need for Dahlgren is never more
apparent.”

Today,  NSWCDD  leads  in  the  research  and  delivery  of
technological  solutions  that  enable  warfighters  to  counter
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emerging threats. The command leverages core naval warfare
systems development and integration capabilities in electric
weapons such as the electromagnetic railgun and high-energy
lasers, mission engineering and analysis, and cyber warfare
engineering.

“I’ve  been  blessed  with  the  opportunity  to  recognize  our
workers who have given so much to this institution,” said
Weekes,  recounting  that  he  has  presented  scores  of
certificates recognizing Navy civilians for 30 and 35 plus
years of federal service. “I’ve been privileged to recognized
employees who were pioneers in GPS, to those who pioneered
Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense and the Standard Missile as
well as any advanced weaponry which the U.S. Navy is now in
the process of realizing or advancing.”

As participants celebrated the division’s impact upon the Navy
and nation, a time capsule — 10 105 mm shells surrounding a
16-inch shell — was unveiled and all in attendance had the
opportunity  to  write  notes  and  share  their  thoughts  with
future generations.

The writers conveyed how they personally met the challenges of
our time and solved them through innovative collaboration,
placing  their  letters  inside  the  capsule  that  will  be
displayed on base. Dahlgren personnel can write notes to be
placed inside the capsule until the end of 2018 when it will
be sealed and opened on Oct. 16, 2068, at the command’s 150th
anniversary.

“Think about the contributions Dahlgren has made over the past
100 years,” said John Fiore, NSWCDD technical director. “We
have over 500 patents to our name thanks to the men and women
here who have done that work. When the Navy struggles with
challenges, it is often that they come to Dahlgren to ask what
they should be doing, what they should be thinking about, what
we should be working on. Our innovations that have become
programs of record are changing the face of warfare systems



today.”

Since June 1918, when U.S. President Woodrow Wilson signed a
proclamation to acquire nearly one thousand acres to create
the  original  ordnance  proving  ground  during  World  War  I,
through  today,  Dahlgren  has  served  as  the  center  for  the
scientific research and development that led to hundreds of
patents,  innovations,  and  scientific  breakthroughs  for  the
U.S. Navy. Dahlgren, today, hosts nine different commands with
an expansive array of scientific research and development, and
is  one  of  the  hubs  of  naval  weapons  and  weapon  system
development  nationwide.

“There is no technical director who does not appreciate what
has happened in the past but let’s think about where we are
headed in the future — the kinds of systems and solutions the
Navy needs in the future,” said Fiore, speaking to a crowd of
more  than  700  people  —  government  employees,  military
personnel, defense contractors and visitors, including former
NSWCDD technical directors and commanding officers.

“As I thought about that, I thought about our values. Values
that  we  hold  dear  at  Dahlgren  —  integrity,  courage,
imagination, esprit de corps, and urgency. We here overcome
change, and we overcome the things we need to do to in order
to make a difference in warfare systems throughout the Navy,
and that takes courage. The value that I’m the proudest about
is urgency, and I think Dahlgren exemplifies that. We’ve been
talking urgency and that’s been a core value of Dahlgren for
years.

“Recently, I’ve had the privilege of hearing the secretary of
the Navy talk. He signs his name, ‘urgently, Richard Spencer’
— understanding that we live in a time when what we do is
urgent. If we do not do what we do in developing warfare
systems, we’re not enabling our Sailors and Marines to go out
and do their mission effectively and come home safe to their
families and loved ones — that’s critical.”



Dahlgren’s enduring success in research, development, test,
and  evaluation  stems  from  its  ability  to  handle  complex
mathematics and engineering associated with ballistic weapons
and projectiles. Moreover, the command’s civilian scientists
and engineers always had the capability to test their ideas in
collaboration  with  military  personnel  on  base  to  produce
proven technological solutions.

“This is an installation where a great deal of innovation and
collaboration  take  place,”  said  Sen.  Mark  Warner,  D-Va.,
describing  Dahlgren’s  development  of  technologies
revolutionizing military capabilities over the past 100 years.
“We’re going to need that same level of collaboration, cutting
edge  experimentation  as  we  move  forward  for  the  next  100
years, not only to protect our country but to make sure that
we’re  able  to  match  the  innovation  and  have  the  kind  of
protections that will keep this nation strong, safe and free.
So, for all you’ve done for the last 100 years, I say thank
you.”

Warner cited Dahlgren’s role in the development of long guns
for World War II followed by the development of Naval warfare
systems,  the  super  computer  (Naval  Ordnance  Research
Calculator) during the 1950s, the Naval Space Surveillance
Center  in  the  wake  of  Sputnik,  GPS  technology,  and
technological  advancements  impacting  ballistic  missile
systems.

“How are we going to do more with the resources that we have
than our adversaries do with the resources that they have?”
U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., asked the audience. “How are we
going to do more with our unit of currency than they do with
their unit of currency?”

The congressman — focusing on technological solutions required
to meet complex threats to U.S. national security — answered
his questions.



“We’re not going to have the ability to out-resource people
anymore,” said Wittman. “Today, it’s about the creation and
innovation that goes into doing more with what we have than
anybody around the world. We have done that, we can do that,
and we will continue to do that to make sure that our nation’s
Navy,  Marine  Corps,  Air  Force,  Army  and  indeed  our  Coast
Guard, continue to be the greatest the world has ever known
because we have the best and brightest men and women serving
our nation both in uniform and here at the base in making sure
that we have what we need to defend our nation’s interest. And
you will do it better than anybody else in more creative and
innovative  ways  than  anybody  else,  that’s  what  has  made
Dahlgren great in the first 100 years and that’s what will
make it great in the next century.”

At one point in the ceremony, Virginia State Sen. Richard
Stuart  and  Virginia  Delegate  Margaret  Ransone  read  and
presented the Virginia General Assembly Resolution proclaiming
Oct. 16 as Dahlgren Day.

“NSWC Dahlgren Division is the largest employer in central
Virginia and the Northern Neck with over 8,000 civilian and
military and contract personnel,” said Stuart. “The workforce
— composed of 14 counties in Virginia and five counties in
Maryland — contributes more than $6.5 billion to the local
economy. That is incredible to a boy who grew up in the small
town of Montross and understands how important Dahlgren is to
this  entire  region.  For  your  economic  activity,  for  your
amazing technological advancements, and for your invaluable
contributions to modern warfare systems, we thank you.”

As the U.S. Navy band played “Stars and Stripes Forever” to
conclude the ceremony, people from the audience began making
their way up for a closer look at the time capsule. They took
pictures and in response to the invitation to share their
thoughts with future generations — wrote letters to be placed
in the capsule.



JFD Completes Sea Trials for
First Deep Search and Rescue
Vehicle for the Indian Navy
OLDMELDRUM, Scotland — JFD, part of James Fisher and Sons plc,
has successfully completed the sea trials of the deep search
and  rescue  vehicle  (DSRV)  for  the  first  of  two  third-
generation submarine rescue systems being delivered to the
Indian Navy, the company announced in an Oct. 22 release.

The  Deep  Search  and  Rescue  Vehicle  (DSRV)  carried  out
underwater mating with a bottomed submarine at a depth of over
300 feet, followed by a target mating and hatch opening at 45
degrees. On successful mating with the bottomed submarine, JFD
and  the  Indian  Navy  then  carried  out  a  safe  transfer  of
personnel from the submarine to the DSRV.

The sea trials have proven the newly inducted DSRV’s ability
to undertake rescue operations from a disabled submarine at
sea,  providing  the  Indian  Navy  with  a  critical  submarine
rescue capability. In addition to the mating and transfer of
personnel exercises, the DSRV conducted a record dive which
represents the deepest submergence by a “manned vessel” in
Indian waters, as well as remotely operated vehicle operations
at a depth of over 750 meters and side-scan sonar operations
at  a  depth  of  over  650  meters,  all  of  which  represent
significant  ‘firsts’  for  the  Indian  Navy.

In a statement on social media, the Indian Navy said it now
“joins  a  select  league  of  nations  with  the  capability  to
search, locate and provide rescue to distressed submarines by
induction of our first DSRV and associated kit, which in a fly
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away configuration can be rapidly mobilized. The DSRV can be
mobilized  from  the  naval  base  at  Mumbai  to  the  nearest
mounting port by air, land or sea, ready to provide rapid
rescue to the submarine in distress.”

Having already successfully completed harbor trials earlier
this  year,  the  DSRV  has  now  completed  a  full  launch
deployment,  dive  and  recovery  in  open  sea  as  well  as  an
underwater  mating  exercise,  replicating  the  operating
conditions  of  a  real  submarine  rescue  operation.  The
completion  of  open  sea  trials  represents  a  significant
milestone in the ongoing delivery and acceptance of the 3rd
Generation Submarine Rescue System, which is grounded in a
rigorous trials and testing process that ensures the highest
safety standards are upheld.

“JFD is pleased to have successfully completed a period of
rigorous sea trials, working in close partnership with the
Indian  Navy  who  provided  the  commercial  mothership  and
associated trials consort vessels,” said Ben Sharples, India
DSRV  project  director.  “The  Indian  Navy  west  coast-based
rescue team, who will operate the system when in service, were
active  participants  throughout  this  phase  of  the  trials,
ensuring they are equipped with the skills and expertise to
conduct safe and efficient submarine rescue operations, should
the need ever arise.

“The sea trials of the DSRV has ushered in a niche capability
into the Indian Navy,” he said. “The DSRV, which is operated
by a crew of three, can rescue 14 personnel from a disabled
submarine at one time. These sea trials have proven the newly
inducted DSRV’s ability to undertake rescue operations from
disabled submarines at sea and has provided the Indian Navy
with a critical capability.”

JFD  is  delivering  two  complete  third-generation  submarine
rescue  systems,  including  launch  and  recovery  systems
equipment,  Transfer  Under  Pressure  systems,  logistics  and



support  equipment,  and  a  25-year  all-inclusive  annual
maintenance  contract.

MBDA  Introduces  Naval
Versions of MMP Ground Combat
Missile System
PARIS — MBDA has unveiled its new naval offering based on the
fifth-generation MMP ground combat missile at Euronaval, the
company announced in an Oct. 23 release. This decision follows
the operational evaluation campaign carried out at the end of
the summer by the French armed forces in Djibouti to confirm
the reliability and operational performance of the MMP system
in a hot environment, both from the ground and from a rigid-
hull inflatable boat (RHIB) moving at high speed.

A total of nine MMP missiles were fired with all reaching
their target. Two of these shots were fired by the maritime
force of marines and commandos from an ECUME RHIB. A first
firing from the sea-to- land and the second from sea-to-sea
have demonstrated the ease of use of the MMP.

The  success  of  this  evaluation  allows  MBDA  to  extend  the
integration perspectives of the MMP system and to propose it
on fast attack craft or semi-rigid boats for missions against
hostile  ships,  coastal  defenses  or  armored  vehicles,
especially in support of a landing of small units or special
forces.

On fast patrol boats, the MMP will be fired from a stabilized
turret carrying four ready-to-fire ammunitions installed in
launchers  protecting  the  missiles  from  the  maritime
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environment. The turret can be controlled from a dedicated
console  or  from  a  multifunction  console  in  the  ship’s
operations  center.

“Today’s launch of a family of naval systems based on the MMP
missile is aligned with the trajectory we initiated with the
French armies at the launch of the MMP program in 2011,” said
Antoine Bouvier, chief executive of MBDA. “By deciding at that
time to introduce the most modern technologies of guidance and
propulsion together with a multi-effect warhead, we laid the
foundations of a family of weapons capable of meeting the most
demanding constraints the armed forces may encounter in the
field, in terms of tactical effects, in terms of mobility, as
well as in environmental terms. The MMP family sees today the
advent of naval versions. I have no doubt that the MMP will
give  birth  to  other  more  powerful  versions  in  the  near
future.”

L3 ASV to Conduct Autonomous
Navigation  Study  for  U.K.
Government
PORTCHESTER, England — L3 ASV has received U.K. government
funding for a pioneering project on autonomous navigation of
maritime vessels, the company announced in an Oct. 23 release.
The company will conduct a study with its partners in the
Maritime  &  Coastguard  Agency  (MCA)  and  U.K.  Hydrographic
Office (UKHO), focusing on the future of marine navigational
data and charts.

The  project  is  funded  by  the  Department  for  Transport’s
Transport Technology Research Innovation Grant (T-TRIG) and
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aims to promote early-stage science, engineering or technology
innovations with the potential to advance the U.K.’s transport
system.

L3  ASV’s  T-TRIG  project  will  begin  by  exploring  the
characteristics of navigational data and charts in terms of
what they comprise, their structure and how they are updated.

“Current navigational data and charts have been developed over
centuries to be read and interpreted by humans,” said Dan
Hook,  senior  director  of  business  development  at  L3  ASV.
“Today,  and  over  the  coming  decade,  more  and  more  marine
vessels will be operating unmanned, and the charts will be
read by computers.”

The project will identify the technical data requirements to
enable the development of a Smart Chart system, which will
then provide information to autonomous vessels to enable safer
navigation.

“Understanding the data requirements of autonomous vessels is
going to be hugely important for the MCA if we are to continue
to ensure the safety of navigation in U.K. waters to save
lives and combat pollution,” said Tim Wilkes, product manager
for the MCA. “This project will help us identify some of the
regulatory  issues  that  accompany  a  shift  to  smart  and
autonomous shipping and will highlight how the MCA can use its
wealth of bathymetric and ship movement data to support this
growing industry.”

“As we move through the 21st century, technology will continue
to transform the U.K.’s world-leading maritime sector,” said
Shipping Minister Nusrat Ghani. “Innovations such as Smart
Charts pave the way for automation and Smart Shipping, and we
are keen to support British companies making the most of new
technologies, giving our vibrant sector a competitive edge.
Technology and innovation are a key part of our Maritime 2050
initiative, which will set a vision for the growth and success



of our maritime sector over the next 30 years.”

“A wealth of marine geospatial data, from bathymetry depicting
the seafloor to the speed and direction of the tides, supports
navigation across our oceans,” said Mark Casey from the UKHO.
“For over 200 years, the UKHO has supplied this information to
shipping and defense to help keep mariners safe at sea. And we
have developed our expertise in sourcing and processing this
location-based information to help others better understand
the marine environment. With this expertise and knowledge, we
are  well  placed  to  help  our  partners  identify  the  data
requirements  and  standards  needed  to  support  autonomous
vessels of the future.”

Vigilant  Shield  Homeland
Defense Exercise Set to Begin
PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — The North American Aerospace
Defense  Command  (NORAD)  and  U.S.  Northern  Command
(USNORTHCOM),  in  conjunction  with  the  Canadian  Joint
Operations  Command,  will  conduct  its  13th  annual  homeland
defense exercise, Vigilant Shield 19, Oct. 24-28.

This is a binational exercise between the United States and
Canada designed to assess and enhance the readiness of NORAD
and USNORTHCOM, its components and mission partners to defend
the homelands from attack. More than 5,500 personnel from
across  the  United  States  and  Canada  will  participate,
including the three commands’ headquarters, the Alaskan and
Canadian  NORAD  Regions,  USNORTHCOM  components  (U.S.  Army
North, U.S. Navy North, U.S. Marine Forces North and Special
Operations Command North), and other subordinate units and
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mission partners.

“The  homeland  is  no  longer  a  sanctuary  and  conducting
exercises like Vigilant Shield is just one example of the many
active measures taken every day by NORAD and USNORTHCOM as we
continue enhancing our ability to defend our nations,” said
Air Force Gen. Terrence O’Shaughnessy, NORAD and USNORTHCOM
Commander.

The Continental NORAD Region and U.S. Air Force North continue
conducting their homeland defense missions from Langley Air
Force Base (AFB), Virginia. However, they will have minimal
participation in Exercise Vigilant Shield 19 in order to allow
service  members  and  families  to  focus  on  recovering  from
Hurricane Michael damage at Tyndall AFB, Florida, which is the
home station of both organizations. While most facilities at
the  base  were  damaged,  NORAD  and  USNORTHCOM  have  well
established contingency plans that account for such events to
allow the Department of Defense to execute its mission without
interruption. Vigilant Shield 19 will go forward with some
changes to the exercise.

Vigilant Shield 19 provides NORAD and USNORTHCOM opportunities
to  examine  and  refine  strategies,  evaluate  processes  and
procedures, and demonstrate the ability to address threats in
various environments and domains. It is primarily a Command
Post  Exercise  using  simulated  forces  and  involves  the
commander, the staff, and communications within and between
headquarters.  While  the  overall  exercise  scenario  is
classified, it is designed to assess and enhance NORAD and
USNORTHCOM’s  ability  to  defend  the  homeland  across  all
domains, which include air, land, maritime, space and cyber.

NORAD  provides  aerospace  warning,  aerospace  control  and
maritime  warning  for  North  America.  USNORTHCOM  conducts
homeland defense, civil support and security cooperation to
defend and secure the U.S. and its interests. The two commands
have complementary missions and are co-located together on



Peterson AFB.

Canadian Joint Operations Command leads most Canadian Armed
Forces operations in Canada, North America and around the
world. It directs Canadian Armed Forces missions from planning
to  closing,  to  meet  national  and  international  strategic
goals.

Airbus  Helicopters  to
Showcase H135 as Future Navy
Helicopter Trainer
GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas — Airbus Helicopters is showcasing its
H135 aircraft as the future training helicopter for the U.S.
Navy at the Naval Helicopter Association’s Fleet Fly-in at
Naval Air Station Whiting Field in Pensacola, Florida, from
Oct. 22-26, the company said in a release.

“Airbus Helicopters is convinced the H135 is the best solution
to prepare the next generation of U.S. Navy pilots for decades
to  come,  both  technically  and  economically,”  said  Chris
Emerson, president of Airbus Helicopters Inc. and head of the
North America region. “We look forward to demonstrating why
this aircraft is the best solution for the Navy’s helicopter
training needs.”

Airbus pilots will conduct orientation flights with U.S. Navy
pilots  and  other  stakeholders  to  demonstrate  the  H135’s
capabilities at the October fleet fly-in.

Equipped with the most advanced technologies available like 4-
axis autopilot and One Engine Inoperable (OEI) training mode,
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the FAA Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) Certified H135 provides
future aviators with an ideal platform for training missions,
a critical requirement for the Navy as it trains its pilots
over water and in reduced visibility.

“As a twin-engine helicopter, the H135 provides a training
environment most similar to the Navy’s warfighting rotorcraft
fleet,  creating  opportunities  for  cost  and  operational
efficiencies compared to a single-engine aircraft,” said Scott
Tumpak,  vice  president  of  military  programs  at  Airbus
Helicopters  Inc.

With its maneuverability, cockpit visibility, advanced safety
features, endurance and best-value performance attributes, the
H135 is the preeminent military training helicopter in the
world. More than 130 units are providing training for military
pilots in 13 countries, including Germany, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, Australia and Japan.

The H135 has executed over 300,000 military training flight
hours. Globally, the H135 operates in more than 60 countries
and has flown more than 4.8 million hours.

The  H135  boasts  the  Airbus-developed,  state-of-the-art
Helionix avionics package designed by pilots specifically for
helicopters.  The  H135’s  advanced  cockpit  design  improves
pilots’ situational awareness while reducing workload, which
enhances  safety.  The  high-set  main  rotor  and  Fenestron
shrouded tail rotor contribute to improved operational safety.

Airbus produces the U.S. Army’s primary training helicopters,
the twin-engine UH-72A Lakota. Since contract award in 2006,
Airbus has delivered 431 Lakotas on time, on cost and on
quality. Also, the Lakota is the primary trainer aircraft for
the Navy’s Advanced Test Pilot School in Patuxent River, Md.

The  H135  trainers  for  the  Navy  would  be  produced  at  the
company’s facility in Columbus, Miss., where the Lakota is
manufactured. The Columbus workforce is comprised of more than



40 percent U.S. military veterans.

“A multimission and economical workhorse, the H135 is the
right  tool  to  support  U.S.  Navy  initial  pilot  training,”
Tumpak said. “Airbus’ global success in delivering rotary wing
training platforms is recognized worldwide.”

General  Dynamics  Mission
Systems  Launches  Latest  UUV
at Oceans 2018
QUINCY, Mass. — General Dynamics Mission Systems has released
the new Bluefin-9 autonomous unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV)
at Oceans 2018 in Charleston, South Carolina, the company said
in an Oct. 23 release.

The  completely  re-engineered  vehicle  combines  high
navigational  accuracy,  outstanding  sonar  resolution  and
precision  manufacturing  to  deliver  defense,  commercial  and
academic customers highly-detailed subsurface data in minutes
rather than hours.

The two-man portable UUV provides the same data collection
capabilities of larger UUVs, and can be deployed and recovered
from piers, a rigid-hulled inflatable boat (RHIB) or other
vessels of opportunity.

The Bluefin-9 includes a removable data storage module (RDSM)
which stores high-definition images, video and sonar data that
can be accessed within minutes of the vehicle’s recovery. It
delivers mission endurance of up to eight hours at a speed of
three-knots and can reach speeds of six-knots and dive to 200
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meters.

Because of its modularity, customers can exchange both the
RDSM and battery to redeploy the Bluefin-9 in 30 minutes or
less. These capabilities align with environmental surveying,
water  quality  measurement,  search  and  recovery,  security,
intelligence,  surveillance  and  reconnaissance,  and  other
tactical missions.

“General Dynamics has invested in the redesigned Bluefin-9 and
a  broad  team  of  engineering  experts  has  made  significant
improvements to the design, production quality, modularity and
reliability of the entire Bluefin Robotics product family to
deliver cost-effective UUVs with more mission capability and
range,” said Carlo Zaffanella, a vice president and general
manager of General Dynamics Mission Systems. “We are proud to
introduce this first product of a new generation of UUVs,
designed to meet the dynamic operational challenges of our
defense and commercial customers.”

Davidson  is  Navy’s  Newest
‘Old Salt’
WASHINGTON — Adm. Philip S. Davidson, commander of U.S. Indo-
Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM), became the Navy’s newest “Old
Salt” during an award presentation Oct. 22 at the Pentagon,
the Navy News Service reported.

The “Old Salt” award is given to the active-duty officer who
has held the Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) qualification for
the longest amount of time.

“It is a tremendous honor to receive this award. I have been
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fortunate to be part of this organization for more than 35
years, serving alongside a number of amazing men and women.
This award honors them, those who have come before, and those
still  yet  to  serve,”  said  Davidson,  who  became  the  20th
recipient of the award, which is sponsored by the Surface Navy
Association (SNA).

A 1982 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Davidson is the
25th commander of USINDOPACOM, America’s oldest and largest
military combatant command located in Hawaii. As a surface
warfare officer, he has deployed across the globe in frigates,
destroyers, cruisers and aircraft carriers.

Davidson received the award from Adm. Kurt W. Tidd, commander
of the U.S. Southern Command.

Initiated in 1988, the “Old Salt” award is accompanied by a
bronze statue depicting a naval officer on the pitching deck
of  a  ship.  The  statue  is  cast  from  metal  salvaged  from
historic U.S. naval ships, most notably the battleship USS
Maine,  which  exploded  and  sank  in  Havana  Harbor  in  1898,
precipitating the Spanish-American War.

Holding  the  award  since  2015,  Tidd  said,  “From  its  very
earliest days, our Navy has been before all else a profession
of Sailors — that closely knit team of men and women who have
made it their life’s work to ‘go down to the sea in ships.’
It’s been an honor and a privilege to play a small part in the
history of this organization and to have held the title of
‘Old Salt.’ As I pass this distinction on to Adm. Davidson, I
also pass along my very best wishes to him, our Navy’s newest
‘Old Salt’.”

“Old Salts” have their names engraved on brass plates attached
to the base of the “Old Salt” statue. The statue is then held
in  the  custody  of  the  current  “Old  Salt”  during  the
recipient’s active duty tenure. The “Old Salt” trophy may be
kept  in  possession  of  the  recipient  or  displayed  by  the



command to which the Old Salt is assigned.

The issuance of the Old Salt Award is a tribute to the Navy’s
customs and traditions which call the respected, experienced,
knowledgeable  and  senior  surface  warfare  officer  with  the
designation as “old salt.”

At the ceremony, Davidson and Tidd took a photo with Taylor
Randall,  the  youngest  SWO  in  the  room,  who  received  her
service warfare qualification in 2016.

Upon Davidson’s retirement, the statue will be passed on to
the  next  officer,  who  will  be  determined  by  a  search  of
records, a recommendation by director of surface warfare, and
approval by the Board of the SNA, which is a professional
organization composed of both military and civilian members
dedicated to enhance awareness and support of the U.S. Navy
and the surface forces.

The Surface Warfare director of the Department of the Navy
determines  which  officers  meet  the  award  criteria  which
include being in continuous active duty and surface warfare
qualification letters.

Changing  Global  Security
Environment  Challenges  U.S.
Logistics Advantage
NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The United States’ ability to project
military  power  on  a  global  scale  is  an  “unparalleled”
strategic advantage, but that capability is being challenged
by the rapidly changing global security environment, cyber
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threats  to  defense  command  and  transportation  management
networks, and a badly aged sealift fleet, senior logistics and
transportation officials said Oct. 23.

The extent of the threats was highlighted by Army Gen. Stephen
Lyons,  commander  of  the  U.S.  Transportation  Command
(TRANSCOM), who quoted former Pacific Fleet commander Adm.
Scott Swift saying: “If we forget about logistics, we can
forget about victory.”

The responses to those challenges include greater coordination
and integration of the multiple service and national defense
transportation  and  logistics  operations,  intensified  cyber
security efforts within TRANSCOM and its industry partners,
and  a  three-pronged  program  to  recapitalize  the  Maritime
Administration’s and the Military Sealift Command’s fleets.

In  a  video  presentation  to  the  annual  conference  jointly
sponsored by TRANSCOM and the National Defense Transportation
Association,  an  industry-oriented  organization,  Lyons  said:
“Our ability to project military power at a time and place of
our choosing is a strategic advantage unparalleled in the
world.”

But, he said, the new National Defense Strategy warns that the
rapidly changing global security environment “challenges the
traditional assumption that the joint global logistics network
will operate with impunity.”

Delivering the keynote address for his boss, TRANSCOM Deputy
Commander Marine Lt. Gen. John Broadmeadow said the command’s
mission “depends on our end-to-end global logistics network, a
systems of systems” with multiple modes of transportation and
an integrated command and control system.

Although that global transportation network has been tested in
the  past,  “the  challenges  of  tomorrow  will  require  a  new
approach, because the problems have become more complex, more
nuanced,” he said.



Broadmeadow noted how dependent the command is on its service
and  industry  partners  and  said,  our  adversaries  seek  to
exploit “the cyber vulnerabilities” where the military and
commercial networks meet.

To counter that, the command is moving aggressively into the
cloud to protect its data and the transportation management
system, he said. It also has added contract requirements for
its commercial partners to conduct cyber security assessments
and to report any cyber intrusions to TRANSCOM.

“We also must ready our organic sealift fleet for the future
fight,” he said, noting that by 2034, 54 of the 76 organic
sealift ships will average 60 years old. “We cannot wait until
then to take action on recapitalizing our fleet.”

To address that problem, TRANSCOM and the Navy have agreed on
a three-pronged program that would extend the service life of
some of the current vessels, buy retired commercial ships that
would be modified and updated in U.S. shipyards, and build new
vessels in U.S. yards, he said.

Recent congressional defense budgets actions have authorized
life extensions for 31 existing ships and purchase of two of
the  26  planned  used  commercial  vessels.  Funding  for
construction  of  10  new  ships  is  anticipated,  he  said.

“Ultimately, we will create a balanced approach to delivering
our combat power,” Broadmeadow said.

Retired Rear Adm. Mark Buzby, administrator of the Maritime
Administration, amplified the problem with the aged sealift
fleet, saying the cost to maintain the ships “has skyrocketed”
and they had to take one ship out of service because they
could not afford to fix it.

Although the plan to recapitalize the fleet is good, Buzby
observed that the Navy “will be challenged by a number of
funding  challenges,”  including  replacing  the  Ohio-class



ballistic missile submarines.

Busby also detailed a new program to build new training ships
for  the  six  state-run  Merchant  Marine  academies,  which
currently  are  using  badly  outdated  vessels.  The  program
provides for hiring a commercial construction manager who will
contract with a shipyard to design and build the ships and be
paid when they are turned over to the Navy.

Navy Holds Ceremony to Mark
First  Dedicated  UAS  Test
Squadron
PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — The U.S. Navy commissioned its first
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) test and evaluation squadron
during  a  ceremony  Oct.  18  at  Naval  Air  Station  Patuxent
River’s Webster Outlying Field.

The new unit, Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (UX) 24, flies
more than 23 fixed- and rotary-wing UASs including the MQ-8
Fire Scout, RQ-20 Puma, RQ-21 Blackjack, RQ-26 Aerostar and a
number of commercial systems.

During the ceremony, Cmdr. Matthew Densing officially assumed
leadership of UX-24.

“This squadron centralizes the Navy’s technical excellence in
unmanned aviation,” said Densing. “As the Navy continues to
require the broad range of capability offered by UAS, UX-24
will always challenge the status quo.”

In  April,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations  Adm.  John  Richardson
approved  establishment  of  UX-24  to  provide  research,
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development, test and evaluation support for Navy and Marine
Corps UAS as growth in the field required establishment of a
command dedicated solely to that mission. The ceremony marked
the  squadron’s  official  transition  from  what  was  formerly
known as NAWCAD’s UAS Test Directorate.

Densing previously oversaw the former UAS Test Directorate.
Under his leadership, the directorate executed more than 2,200
flight hours and 2,000 ground test hours in support of UAS
developmental test.


