USNS Comfort Arrives 1in
Limon, Costa Rica for CP25
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LIMON, Costa Rica (July 24, 2025) The Mercy-class hospital

ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) arrives in Limén, Costa Rica
during Continuing Promise 2025, July 24, 2025. Continuing
Promise 2025 is the 16th iteration of the U.S. 4th Fleet/U.S.
Naval Forces Southern Command-led mission since 2007, which
aims to foster goodwill, strengthen existing partnerships with
partner nations, and form new partnerships between host
nations, non-federal entities, and international
organizations. (U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Deven Fernandez)

By U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command / U.S. 4th Fleet Public

Affairs — Continuing Promise Detachment, July 24, 2025

LIMON, Costa Rica - The Mercy-class hospital ship USNS
Comfort (T-AH 20) arrived in Limén, Costa Rica, July 24, 2025,
for the fifth mission stop of Continuing Promise 2025 (CP25).

“The Continuing Promise team 1s excited to be here in Costa
Rica and ready to bring medical aid and participate in subject
matter expert exchanges and community building events
alongside our Costa Rican counterparts,” said Capt. Ryan
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Kendall, commodore, Destroyer Squadron 40 and CP25 mission
commander. “Our combined team is stronger together and we look
forward to continuing to strengthen our relationships and
friendships over the next week.”

This visit marks the sixth CP mission stop to Costa Rica since
its inception in 2007, and the third visit aboard Comfort in
support of CP.

“The arrival of USNS Comfort marks the beginning of the
Continuing Promise 2025 mission, a mission that embodies the
best of our shared values,” said Michael Flores, Chargé
D’Affaires, U.S. Mission to Costa Rica. “It is a testament to
the strong friendship built upon our partnership.”

While in Costa Rica, the team will provide comprehensive
medical services—including adult, pediatric, dental,
optometry, and women’s health care, and perform surgeries
aboard Comfort. Service members will also conduct humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief training, and medical exchanges
with Costa Rican professionals to strengthen maritime
partnerships and enhance joint disaster response
capabilities.

“Continuing Promise 2025 has been a rewarding experience to be
able to work with people from so many different countries,”
said Lt. Cmdr. Laura Riebel, a physical therapist assigned to
Comfort. “As a physical therapist, we have been able to help
with conditions that we don’t see often and provide relief to
numerous patients so far.”

Additionally, U.S. Army veterinarians assigned to 248th
Medical Detachment Veterinary Support Services will perform
spay and neuter surgeries, while Seabees from Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 11 will repair two Costa Rican schools
and the U.S. Fleet Forces Band “Uncharted Waters” will host
performances at multiple local schools.
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“I left Costa Rica six years ago,” said Hospital Corpsman 2nd



Class Veronica Hernandez Araya, assigned to Comfort. “I am
grateful that I am here, grateful for this opportunity to be a
part of this mission to Costa Rica.”

Sailors from Comfort will also support the Costa Rican
community through outreach events, including paint
restorations and sporting activities such as basketball,
cricket, and kickball.

Lastly, for some service members, this mission represents more
than professional duty—it has deeply personal connections.

“I am excited to see my little brother, it has been a year
since the last time that I saw him,” said Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Deven Fernandez, assigned to Comfort.
“It’'s an uplifting feeling when we get to help people that are
close to your family and have a similar background.”

CP25 marks the 16th mission to the region since 2007 and the
eighth aboard Comfort. The mission will foster goodwill,
strengthen existing partnerships with partner nations, and
encourage the establishment of new partnerships among
countries, non-federal entities, and international
organizations.

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet supports
U.S. Southern Command’s joint and combined military operations
by employing maritime forces in cooperative maritime security
operations to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and
build enduring partnerships in order to enhance regional
security and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the
Caribbean, Central and South American region.



U.S. Coast Guard responds to
Chinese Research Vessel off
Alaska

A Coast Guard C-130J Hercules aircrew from Coast Guard Air
Station Kodiak detects and responds to the China-flagged
research ship Xue Long 2 on the U.S. Extended Continental
Shelf (ECS) in the U.S. Arctic, approximately 290 NM north of
Utgqiagvik, Alaska, July 25, 2025. The C-130] aircraft was
operating under Coast Guard Arctic District’s Operation
Frontier Sentinel, which is designed to meet presence with
presence in response to adversary activity in or near Alaskan
waters. (U.S. Coast Guard photo courtesy of Air Station
Kodiak)

From U.S. Coast Guard Arctic District, July 26, 2025

JUNEAU, Alaska — The U.S. Coast Guard detected and responded
to the China-flagged research ship Xue Long 2 on the U.S.
Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) in the U.S. Arctic,
approximately 290 NM north of Utqiagvik, Alaska, Friday.

A Coast Guard C-130J Hercules fixed wing aircraft from Air
Station Kodiak responded to the Xue Long 2, an icebreaker
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operated by the Polar Research Institute of China and 130 NM
inside the ECS boundary.

The U.S. has exclusive rights to conserve and manage the
living and non-living resources of its ECS.

“The U.S. Coast Guard, alongside partners and other agencies,
vigilantly monitors and responds to foreign government vessel
activity in and near U.S. waters to secure territorial
integrity and defend sovereign interests against malign state
activity,” said Rear Adm. Bob Little, Commander of the U.S.
Coast Guard Arctic District.

The (C-130J aircraft was operating under Coast Guard Arctic
District’s Operation Frontier Sentinel, which is designed to
meet presence with presence in response to adversary activity
in or near Alaskan waters.

USS Mitscher Departs Naval
Station Norfolk for Scheduled
Deployment
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The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Mitscher
(DDG 57) departs Naval Station Norfolk, July 25, for a
regularly scheduled deployment as part of the Gerald R. Ford
Carrier Strike Group (GRFCSG). The GRFCSG is deployed to the
U.S. European Command area of responsibility to underpin
American security and economic prosperity, deter adversaries,
and project power on a global scale through sustained
operations at sea. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Clay M. Whaley)

From Commander, U.S. 2nd Fleet, July 28, 2025

NORFOLK, Va. — Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Mitscher (DDG 57), assigned to Destroyer Squadron Two
(DESRON-2), departed Naval Station Norfolk for a regularly
scheduled deployment to the U.S. European Command area of
responsibility, July 25, 2025.

Equipped with the Aegis combat system, Mitscher provides
multi-mission offensive and defensive capabilities to conduct
anti-air, anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare.

“Our Sailors have trained hard and are well-prepared to go
over the horizon in support of our nation’s tasking,” said



Cmdr. Stephen Prugh, commanding officer of Mitscher. “Our
Sailors are ready to use their knowledge and expertise 1in
support of U.S. security, whether steaming independently or as
a part of the Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group.”

USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78), the strike group’s flagship, as
well as multiple destroyers from DESRON-2 and USS Winston S.
Churchill (DDG 81), departed Naval Station Norfolk for
deployment to the U.S. European Command area of operations on
June 24, 2025. In addition to Mitscher, DESRON-2 includes USS
Mahan (DDG 72), USS Bainbridge (DDG 96) and USS Forrest
Sherman (DDG 98).

“Mitscher is another combat-ready warship DESRON-2 brings to
Fleet and Component Commanders for force employment,” said
Capt. Mark Lawrence, commodore of DESRON-2. “Our forces are
steadfast in their support of economic prosperity, national
security and national defense, in the Atlantic Ocean and all
around the globe.”

The Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group provides combatant
commanders and civilian leaders with increased capacity to
support U.S. security, deter adversaries and project power
globally through sustained operations at sea.

U.S. 2nd Fleet, reestablished in 2018 in response to the
changing global security environment, develops and employs
maritime ready forces to fight across multiple domains in the
Atlantic and Arctic in order to ensure access, deter
aggression and defend U.S., allied, and partner interests.

For more U.S. 2nd Fleet news and photos, visit
facebook.com/US2ndFleet, https://www.c2f.usff.navy.mil/, X -
@QUS2ndFleet, and
https://www.linkedin.com/company/commander-u-s-2nd-fleet.



Raytheon Introduces Advanced
Targeting System for U.S.
Navy Helicopters

From RTX, July 28, 2025

Next-generation capability supports critical maritime security
operations

MCKINNEY, Texas, July 28, 2025 /PRNewswire/ — Raytheon, an RTX
(NYSE: RTX) business launched its newest Multispectral
Targeting System variant, MTS-A HD, that offers significant
visual enhancements for maritime helicopter operations.

This next-generation variant delivers improved targeting
precision, imaging clarity, and expanded operational
flexibility for naval helicopter platforms. Raytheon 1is
collaborating with industry and commercial partners on the new
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variant to accelerate production and reduce system costs.

“Navy helicopter pilots need the clearest possible view when
flying in hostile areas,” said Bryan Rosselli, president of
Advanced Products & Solutions at Raytheon. “Our new high-
definition sensor system provides aircrews with superior
visual capability, allowing them to make faster and more
informed decisions when it matters most.”

MTS-A HD builds on Raytheon’s proven MTS family of sensors,
which are already in use on over 400 U.S. Navy helicopters.
The system’s modular architecture allows for seamless
integration and a cost-effective upgrade path for existing MTS
users while providing enhanced capabilities.

MTS-A HD is also attracting significant international interest
spanning Australia, Denmark, Saudi

Arabia, India, Norway, Greece, Spain, South Korea and emerging
markets in Europe and Asia.

Shipbuilding Investment: The
Policy Proposals and
Political Environment 1in
Washington
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By Luke Lorenz and Sonia Toloczko
From Seapower’s July/August Issue: Washington Report

Since American shipbuilding peaked during WWII, the production of
U.S.-flagged vessels has dropped precipitously despite American
imports rising at a similarly steep rate. The text of the recently
introduced SHIPS for America Act of 2025 illustrates the dire
state of American shipbuilding through several alarming
statistics.

Although 80% of goods imported to the U.S. arrive by sea, fewer
than 1.5% of the ships carrying them are American. This percentage
is surprisingly low, but the number of U.S.-flagged vessels in
operation is even more startling: approximately 80 American ships
are engaged in international commerce. Without intervention, that
figure is unlikely to see any significant increase given the
weakened state of the shipbuilding industry and 1its
infrastructure. Only a handful of U.S. shipbuilders can produce
large ocean-going vessels. In 2023, these shipyards received just
five orders for oceangoing ships, most of which engage in domestic
trade. As it stands, American shipbuilding capacity 1is so
diminished that even the most concerted efforts to expand it could
take years to produce results. That is why Congress needs to start



addressing the problem now.

Ramping up production of U.S.-flagged ships is imperative to
America’s maritime security, and doing so will require the
government to invest in all aspects of the shipbuilding industry.
China’s shipbuilding capacity already outpaces that of the United
States by an order of magnitude. Still, Congress and the president
have yet to enact legislation providing the consistent funding to
close that gap. Lawmakers are late to address this problem, but
the political will to do so is steadily growing.

In congressional committee hearings, many lawmakers recognize the
dire state of America’s shipbuilding and Merchant Marine. Speaking
to Dr. Kurt Campbell in a May 15 House China Committee hearing,
Rep. Ritchie Torres (D-New York) remarked that “one Chinese
shipyard has more capacity than all our shipyards combined.
China’s shipbuilding capacity is over 23 million deadweight tons.
The United States has less than 100,000 deadweight tons. The
difference is a multiple of 230.” In an April 10 Senate Armed
Services INDOPACOM posture hearing, Sen. Roger Wicker (R-
Mississippi) observed, “we need a drastic improvement in our
shipbuilding. The risk is simply too high for us to avoid making
these changes.” In nomination, posture and budget hearings across
Congress, many other legislators have echoed these statements.

Two major legislative developments this Congress are indicative of
the growing support for shipbuilding in Congress: the House
passage of a reconciliation spending bill providing for millions
in shipbuilding investment and the introduction of the bicameral
and bipartisan SHIPS for America Act. This month’s Washington
Report will explore the bills’ potential impact and lawmakers’
responses to them so far.

The ‘One Big Beautiful Bill Act’

Commercial and Military Shipbuilding Provisions

The House-passed reconciliation bill promises landmark investment
in military and commercial shipbuilding as well as Coast Guard
operations and facilities. Many shipbuilding funding allocations
in the bill, or H.R.1, the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act,” align



with the Navy League’s legislative recommendations. However, the
Navy League advocates that Congress provide consistent funding
through the annual budget process, not only reconciliation
spending bills.

H.R.1 provides $2.6 billion in funding to improve military
shipbuilding capacity and technology. The bill also allocates
$2.4 billion to expand and modernize the commercial shipbuilding
industrial base. Most notably, Section 20002 of H.R.1,
“Enhancement of Department of Defense Resources for Shipbuilding,”
promises $28 billion in funding for naval ship construction,
technology, maintenance and repair, and autonomous systems.
Although the investment is less remarkable in comparison, it bears
noting that the bill also includes $100 million for the
procurement of commercial logistic ships and $700 million for the
lease and purchase of ships under the National Defense Sealift
Fund.

Section 20009 of the reconciliation bill, “Enhancement of
Department of Defense Resources to Improve Capabilities of United
States Indo-Pacific Command,” also allocates $9.7 billion for
INDOPACOM operations and infrastructure. Of that funding,
INDOPACOM would receive $35 million for additive manufacturing
capabilities and $19 million for the development of naval small
craft capabilities. Under Section 20010, “Enhancement of
Department of Defense Resources for Improving the Readiness of the
Armed Forces,” the DoD can expect $2 billion in funding for Navy
depot and shipyard modernization and capacity enhancement, as well
as $241 million for the production and integration of Marine Corps
amphibious vehicles. H.R.1 would provide the DOD with $13 billion
to build 16 warships. When combined with the proposed annual
budget, the reconciliation bill’s passage would result in a $33.8
billion shipbuilding budget

However, the $13 billion plus-up provided by the reconciliation
bill is only for 2026, leaving $20.8 billion as the starting point
for shipbuilding in 2027. H.R.1 promises the shipbuilding industry
a historic one-time influx of investment. But shipbuilders and
shipbuilding component manufacturers will expect demand to drop
back down in 2027 when funding from the reconciliation bill ends.



If the maritime industry cannot expect consistently elevated
funding from an increased annual budget, manufacturers will be
wary of making the long-term investments crucial to expanding
American shipbuilding capacity.

Coast Guard Funding

In addition to large investments in the military and commercial
shipbuilding industries, the reconciliation bill also promises
$14.6 billion in funding for Coast Guard offshore patrol cutters,
fast response cutters, polar security cutters, and Arctic security
cutters. Section 100001, “Coast Guard Assets Necessary to Secure
the Maritime Border and Interdict Migrants and Drugs,” allocates
$3.2 billion for Coast Guard shoreside infrastructure, $1.3
billion for all facility depot maintenance and $180 million for
autonomous maritime systems providing maritime domain awareness.
The $20 billion that H.R.1 allocates to the Coast Guard mirrors
the $20 billion budget recommended by the Navy League but still
does not offer the commercial and military shipbuilding industries
the reliable investment of an increased annual budget.

The SHIPS Act

Introduction and Impact

At the beginning of May, Sens. Mark Kelly of Arizona and Todd
Young of Indiana and Reps. Trent Kelly of Missouri and John
Garamendi of California reintroduced legislation colloquially
referred to as the SHIPS for America Act in their respective
chambers of Congress. Kelly and Young initially introduced two
bills, splitting the House version of the SHIPS Act into one piece
of legislation with tax policy provisions and another with the
remaining proposals for increasing American shipbuilding.

The 2025 SHIPS for America Act includes the policies proposed in
the original 2024 legislation, such as implementing a National
Maritime Strategy under an executive branch Maritime Security
Advisor and creating a 250-ship fleet of “commercially operated,
U.S.-flagged, American crewed, domestically built merchant
vessels” referred to as the Strategic Commercial Fleet. In



addition to these original provisions, the 2025 bill has a few
notable updates. For one, the original bill introduced a Maritime
Security Trust Fund that would “reinvest duties and fees paid by
the maritime industry into maritime security programs and
infrastructure supporting maritime commerce.”

Along with those duties and fees, the updated SHIPS Act would also
supply the Maritime Security Trust Fund with fines resulting from
the U.S. Trade Representative’s April 2025 Section 301
investigation into China’s illegal shipbuilding trade practices.
The other new provisions in the 2025 SHIPS Act similarly tighten
restrictions on activity hindering the expansion of America’s
shipbuilding industry.

Barriers to Passage

Although support for shipbuilding legislation is growing, the
budget reconciliation bill may prevent Congress from acting on the
SHIPS Act for some time. President Trump and Speaker of the House
Rep. Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) have publicly aimed to push the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act through the Senate and onto the
President’s desk by the Fourth of July. If the Senate passes the
legislation, current speculation indicates it will likely be a
revised version. Congressional Republicans may not be able to
debate and vote on the revised bill in time to meet the July 4
deadline to which they previously agreed.

Whether Congress passes the reconciliation bill by Independence
Day, senior lawmakers will be busy trying to finalize committee
budget bills throughout July before their summer recess begins at
the end of the month. With budget deadlines quickly following
Congress’ return from recess in September, activity on the SHIPS
Act could be stalled until mid-fall, assuming the appropriations
process runs on schedule. While this timeline 1is entirely
speculative, it illustrates how the upcoming congressional
calendar could impede the timely passage of the SHIPS Act. To push
the bill through Congress, advocates for its passage will need to
capture lawmakers’ attention during the busiest working period of
this Congress.



The State of Support

The current political climate and growing support for shipbuilding
in Washington are promising indicators the SHIPS Act will continue
to gain traction in Congress. Sen. Kelly, one of the bill’s
original sponsors, was optimistic about its reception in
Washington during an April 30 press conference. “I’'m glad that my
colleagues in Congress — Republicans and Democrats in both the
House and the Senate — and the administration see this challenge
too and are ready to do something about it,” he said.

Kelly'’s observations are borne out by the number of sponsors for
the 2025 SHIPS for America Act legislation. In addition to its
sponsors, the 2025 bills now boast a combined total of 38
Republican and 32 Democratic co-sponsors. Supporters like Sen.
Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) have been enthusiastic about the bills’
benefits for their states.

“Because of our vast geography, the maritime industry is uniquely
vital to Alaska, with many of our coastal communities relying on a
strong U.S.-flagged fleet for everything from everyday logistics,
to commercial fishing and homeland defense,” Murkowski said. “I am
proud to cosponsor the SHIPS Act, which advances common-sense
solutions that will invest in the workforce and revitalize our
nation’s shipbuilding, increasing Alaska’s resilience and
security.”

Other legislators, such as Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania),
have expressed support for the bill’s international and local
impacts, saying, “not only will this [bill] strengthen our
national security, but it’ll also grow our local economies and
support working families right here in Pennsylvania. I'm proud to
support this commonsense, bipartisan legislation that will help us
build more ships in America and stand up to China.”

Alongside lawmakers, several prominent maritime organizations have
also publicly backed the SHIPS for America Act. Among the most
notable of these supporters are several state maritime academies,
USA Maritime, American Maritime Partnership, United Steelworkers,
AFL-CIO, Marine Machinery Association, Transportation Institute,



National Defense Transportation Association and Shipbuilders
Council of America.

Still to Come

Congressional activity on the One Big Beautiful Bill Act may not
indicate very much about 1legislators’ attitudes toward
shipbuilding investment. However, the bill’s inclusion of such
significant funding for the commercial maritime industry, new
warships and the Coast Guard signals there may be enough political
will to push shipbuilding bills, like the SHIPS for America Act,
through Congress. Many members of Congress have come to understand
a shipbuilding investment is a necessary element of safeguarding
America’s economic and national security future. Now that
lawmakers have become aware of the dire state of American
shipbuilding, it remains to be seen how committed they are to
improving it.

Luke Lorenz is the senior director of legislative affairs at the
Navy League of the United States. A former U.S. Army officer, Luke
also holds master’s degrees 1in political management and
international political economy from the George Washington
University and Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International
Studies, respectively. Sonia Toloczko is legislative affairs
associate at the Navy League.

Newly Modified Coast Guard
Cutter Storis Prepares for
Arctic Duty
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he U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis (WAGB 21) transits the
Puget Sound near Whidbey Island and crosses paths with the
Coast Guard Cutter Eagle (WIX 327), July 11, 2025. The arrival
of Storis marks a milestone in the Coast Guard’s Force Design
2028 initiative and broader Arctic strategy. Photo credit:
U.S. Coast Guard

The U.S. Coast Guard’s newly acquired icebreaker Storis

recently arrived in Seattle to prepare for its first Arctic
patrol, after a six-week voyage from Bollinger Shipyards in
Mississippi.

The Coast Guard bought the M/V Aivig (now the Storis) late
last November in a $125 million deal with Offshore Surface
Vessels LLC. Aiviq is a 360-foot U.S.-built vessel that has
supported oil exploration in the Chukchi Sea off the coast of
Alaska in the Arctic Ocean and has deployed twice to the
Antarctic, according to the service.

Aiviq was built in 2012 and acquired by the Coast Guard in
December 2024, making Storis 13 years old as of 2025. It’'s the
youngest of the icebreaking fleet; before Storis, the Coast
Guard had only two active-duty icebreakers, the 26-year-old
medium Arctic icebreaker Healy and the 49-year-old heavy
Antarctic icebreaker, Polar Star.

The Storis (WAGB-21) is a Polar Class 3 icebreaker meant for
Arctic ice patrols. Polar Class 3 denotes an icebreaker that



can break about 2.5 meters (approximately 8 feet) of ice.
Storis has four Caterpillar (C280-12 engines producing 4,060
kilowatts each and propulsion is provided by two ducted
controllable-pitch propellers and three bow thrusters and two
stern thrusters. Speed is 15 knots (28 km/h; 17 mph) in the
open ocean and five knots (9.3 km/h; 5.8 mph) when breaking
one meter (3.2 feet) of ice. Crew size is approximately 60
officers and the crew that will be assigned in the summer of
2025.

“Storis departed Pascagoula, Mississippi on June 4 [2025] and
transited the Panama Canal June 12 enroute to its future
homeport of Juneau. Storis will be commissioned into service
in August in Juneau,” said Lieutenant Commander Steve Roth,
chief of media relations at the Coast Guard.

Seapower also asked what kinds of modifications were made to
Storis.

“Prior to CGC Storis departing Mississippi, the Coast Guard
installed StarShield and Coast Guard network connectivity for
communications and crew safety,” Roth said. “The service also
added standard Coast Guard self-defense capabilities,
including a modular armory, ammunition storage, four .50
caliber machine gun mounts, and pyrotechnic lockers. Storis
has not been fitted with a Mark 38 [25mm autocannon].”

StarShield is SpaceX’'s military-centric satellite program that
uses the Starlink satellite constellation network for secure
high-bandwidth data and communications transmissions for the
government, national security and the military.

Storis will hold a commissioning ceremony in Juneau in August,
where it will transition to active status before conducting an
Arctic District presence patrol.

“Following that patrol, the Coast Guard will conduct further
assessments of the ship to define its capability, develop
operational requirements, develop program management planning



(including cost, schedule, performance), and look to modify
the ship to bolster the U.S. Coast Guard’s capability in the
Arctic as required,” Roth said.

USS Thomas Hudner Returns
from Deployment to 4th and
6th Fleets

N

o

From U.S. 2nd Fleet, July 24, 2025

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Thomas
Hudner (DDG 116) returned to Naval Station Mayport July 23,
concluding a five-month deployment across multiple geographic
theaters, including the U.S. 4th and 6th Fleet areas of

operations.
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The crew departed Feb. 18, 2025, with their mission focused on
strengthening international maritime security and relations
with partner nations in the U.S. Southern Command area of
responsibility. Shortly after arrival on station, Thomas
Hudner welcomed the Honorable Pete Hegseth, Secretary of
Defense, who recognized Thomas Hudner’s high-performing
Sailors during his tour of Naval Support Activity (NSA)
Guantanamo Bay facilities.

Upon departing NSA Guantanamo Bay, Thomas Hudner conducted
trilateral operations in the Caribbean Sea with the
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60),
the United Kingdom Royal Navy River-class offshore patrol
vessel HMS Medway (P 223) and the Royal Netherlands Navy
Holland-class offshore patrol vessel HNLMS Groningen (P843),
enhancing interoperability among Allied naval forces. Thomas
Hudner also conducted freedom of navigation operations off the
coast of Cuba, reinforcing the U.S. Navy’s commitment to
unity, security, and stability in the Caribbean, Central and
South American maritime regions.

“The crew of Thomas Hudner has consistently proven their
unwavering commitment in safeguarding America’s national
security interests and maintaining the U.S. Navy'’s maritime
dominance worldwide,” said Cmdr. Cameron Ingram, commanding
officer of Thomas Hudner. “I could not be more proud of my
team!”

Throughout their deployment in the U.S. European Command area
of responsibility, Thomas Hudner'’s crew trained and engaged in
a variety of activities, from maritime security operations to
joint exercises with Allied and partner navies in the European
theater.

Thomas Hudner participated in several notable exercises,
including Formidable Shield 2025, executed alongside 11 NATO
Allies in the North and Norwegian Seas and North Atlantic



Ocean. During Formidable Shield 2025, Thomas Hudner executed
joint, live-fire Integrated Air and Missile Defense (IAMD)
training utilizing NATO command and control reporting
structures to enhance interoperability among Allied naval
forces.

Thomas Hudner also conducted several port visits and
collaborative operations with Norway, the United Kingdom,
Spain and Greece, reinforcing the U.S. Navy’s commitment to
unity, security and stability in the region. During the 81st
anniversary of D-Day landings in Normandy, Thomas Hudner also
had the honor of representing the U.S. Navy and hosting a
reception with Adm. Stuart B. Munsch, commander, U.S. Naval
Forces Europe-Africa, and various other distinguished
government and military leaders in the European theater.

Following operations in U.S. 6th Fleet’s northern flank,
Thomas Hudner was assigned to conduct national tasking in the
Eastern Mediterranean supporting Operation Cobalt Shield.
Through this mission, Thomas Hudner successfully conducted
maritime security operations and promoted regional stability
while executing ballistic missile defense operations.

Thomas Hudner served as the flagship for multiple
distinguished visitors throughout her deployment, including
the Honorable Pete Hegseth, U.S. Defense Secretary; Air Force
Gen. Dan Caine, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Adm.
Christopher Grady, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;
Adm. Alvin Holsey, commander, U.S. Southern Command; Adm.
Stuart B. Munsch, commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa;
and members of the German, French and Royal navies.

“Over the course of a five-month deployment, USS Thomas Hudner
and her exceptional crew exemplified the strength of American
naval power and international cooperation,” said Capt. Aaron
Anderson, Commander, Naval Surface Group Southeast. “Their
efforts reflect the strength of our commitment to maritime



security and cooperation with our Allies.”

Thomas Hudner 1is a multi-mission air warfare, undersea
warfare, naval surface fire support, surface warfare and
ballistic missile defense surface combatant capable of
supporting carrier battle groups and amphibious forces,
operating independently, or operating as the flagship of a
surface action group.

U.S. 2nd Fleet, reestablished in 2018 in response to the
changing global security environment, develops and employs
maritime ready forces to fight across multiple domains in the
Atlantic and Arctic in order to ensure access, deter
aggression and defend U.S., Allied, and partner interests.

For more U.S. 2nd Fleet news and photos, visit
facebook.com/US2ndFleet, https://www.c2f.usff.navy.mil/, X —
@US2ndFleet, and
https://www.linkedin.com/company/commander-u-s-2nd-fleet.

USS Indiana Changes Homeport
to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam


https://seapowermagazine.org/uss-indiana-changes-homeport-to-joint-base-pearl-harbor-hickam/
https://seapowermagazine.org/uss-indiana-changes-homeport-to-joint-base-pearl-harbor-hickam/
https://seapowermagazine.org/uss-indiana-changes-homeport-to-joint-base-pearl-harbor-hickam/

s P Py P s P o P

]
|
I
f
|
/
/
f
!!

2+ e

= - —

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii (July 22, 2025) -
Virginia-class fast-attack submarine USS Indiana (SSN 789)
arrives at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam during its change of
homeport, July 22, 2025. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 1st Class Scott Barnes)

From MCl1l Scott Barnes, Commander, Submarine Force, U.S.

Pacific Fleet Public Affairs, July 22, 2025

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM — The Virginia-class fast-
attack submarine USS Indiana (SSN 789) arrived at its new
homeport of Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, July 22. The
Indiana joined Submarine Squadron 7 as its third Virginia-
class submarine after transiting from its previous homeport of
Groton, Connecticut.

“The crew and I are grateful for the hospitality and warm
aloha we received, both upon entering the Pacific Ocean, and
arrival here in Pearl Harbor,” said Cmdr. Kyle Johnson,
commanding officer of the Indiana. “We look forward to working
with Submarine Squadron 7 and our Pearl Harbor partners to
prepare Indiana—-the ‘Battle Bass’—for any tasking, at any



time, 1in defense of our nation.”

The Indiana previously returned from a successful six-month
deployment to the U.S. European Command area of responsibility
on March 27, 2025.

Rear Adm. Chris Cavanaugh, commander, Submarine Force, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, welcomed the Indiana to Pearl Harbor and
commented on the crew’s recent achievements. “Over the past 10
months, Indiana’s crew has expertly navigated the challenges
of an operational deployment and a homeport shift,” said
Cavanaugh. “Their ability to succeed is a testament to their
cohesiveness and resilience. I'm excited for Indiana to join
the Pacific Submarine Force and to bolster our submarine
presence to maintain a secure and prosperous, free, and open
Indo-Pacific.”

Capt. Corey Poorman, commander, Submarine Squadron 7, met the
Indiana’s crew upon arrival to Pearl Harbor. “On behalf of the
Submarine Squadron Seven Ohana, I welcome the crew and
families of the Indiana to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,”
said Poorman. “We look forward to working with the Indiana
crew and to provide the training and certification they need
to maintain as apex predators of the Indo-Pacific.”

Commissioned on Sept. 29, 2018, the Indiana is named in honor
of the state of Indiana. Holding a crew of approximately 14
officers and 120 enlisted Sailors, it is the third U.S. Navy
ship to bear the name Indiana, following two earlier
battleships—the first of which was commissioned in 1895.

Submarine Squadron 7 is responsible for providing training,
material, and personnel readiness support to three Virginia-

class submarines and four Los Angeles-class submarines.

The U.S. Pacific Fleet Submarine Force provides strategic



deterrence, anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare,
precision land strike, intelligence, surveillance,
reconnaissance, and early warning, and special warfare
capabilities around the globe.

Boeing’'s Redesigned Harpoon
Soars During Test Mission
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Launching from an F-15 jet, updated cruise missile completes
initial flight test, delivers key data as production nears.

From Boeing by By Josh Roth and Junu Kim, July 23, 2025

Boeing recently completed the first developmental flight-test
mission of its redesigned Harpoon cruise missile, the Harpoon
Block II Update (HIIU).

Why it matters: As the program nears the start of production,
the mission provided Cruise Missile Systems (CMS) teammates
and the U.S. Navy with telemetry data to assess the system’s
performance and progress ahead of follow-on flight tests.




Catch up quick: Boeing’s Harpoon 1s the most widely used,
combat-proven cruise missile system in the world, able to
launch from aircraft, land launch systems, surface ships and
submarines.

The HIIU configuration builds upon the program’s 50-plus year
legacy by addressing obsolescence items and preparing the
Harpoon program to extend production amid a resurgence in
global demand.

Zoom in: The HIIU was carried by an F-15SA flight-test
aircraft out of Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake,
California, and launched in the Point Mugu Sea Range off the
Southern California coast.

Following release, the anti-ship missile successfully achieved
the test objectives for the propulsion, guidance, navigation
and control systems, and demonstrated desired aerodynamic
performance.

What they’re saying:

Brian Schottel, HIIU program manager: “This is a significant
achievement for our program and Navy counterparts, whose
collaborative efforts have been essential in renewing this
capability for operators.”

Joe Gentile, F-15 test engineer: “Completing this test was
especially meaningful because all the teams involved - CMS,
F-15 and Boeing Test & Evaluation (BT&E) along with the Navy —
were able to work together and accomplish a shared mission to
help the U.S. and its allies.”

The big picture: The U.S. Navy and over 30 customers worldwide
use the Harpoon in support of anti-ship and land-strike
missions.

What's next: Following flight-test completion, teammates will
begin production on the HIIU, with first deliveries planned



for 2026.

Fairbanks Morse Defense
Completes Acquisition of
Rolls-Royce Naval Propulsors
Business

Milestone event at Pascagoula foundry draws Mississippi
Governor Tate Reeves and key stakeholders to mark defense
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industry and regional economic growth

Fairbanks Morse Defense (FMD) has finalized its acquisition of
the Rolls-Royce Naval Propulsors business. This milestone was
celebrated at the newly acquired Pascagoula, Mississippi,
foundry, where Governor Tate Reeves, Fairbanks Morse Defense
CE0O Steve Pykett, Jackson County Economic Development
Foundation Deputy Director Mary Martha Henson, and other
community and industry leaders gathered to recognize the
significance of the acquisition to both national security and
regional economic growth.

The Fairbanks Morse Defense Pascagoula facility is the only
privately owned foundry in the United States capable of
casting large Navy-standard propulsor systems, making it a
critical component of the maritime defense supply chain. Now
operating through a naval-focused defense contractor, the
facility 1is being fully integrated into Fairbanks Morse
Defense’s broader portfolio of naval technologies. The
strategic shift is designed to boost support for the U.S. Navy
through enhanced responsiveness, increased investment, and
continued innovation, while also preserving skilled jobs and
strengthening Mississippi’s industrial economy.

“This acquisition represents a strategic investment in
sustaining the United States’ defense manufacturing
capabilities and ensuring we remain prepared to meet mission-
critical demands,” said Steve Pykett, CEO of Fairbanks Morse
Defense. “The Pascagoula foundry, in particular, plays a vital
role in supporting the Navy’s maritime dominance, and its
continued operation expands our capacity to serve as a trusted
partner to the U.S. military. Integrating these highly skilled
workforces into Fairbanks Morse Defense strengthens our
ability to deliver on our mission of supporting warfighter
readiness at home and abroad.”

Event guests had a rare opportunity to tour the foundry and
directly engage with leaders who are committed to advancing



both national security and Mississippi’s manufacturing
economy.

During his opening comments, Governor Reeves underscored the
broader economic impact of the foundry on the state’s
economy.

“The acquisition of the Pascagoula foundry by Fairbanks Morse
Defense is a strategic win for Mississippi and our nation’s
defense,” said Governor Reeves. “This move reinforces our
state’s commitment to supporting the defense industrial base.
Mississippi stands ready to provide the skilled workforce and
robust infrastructure necessary to ensure our defense partners
have the resources they need to succeed.”

Jackson County Economic Development Foundation Deputy
Director, Mary Martha Henson, echoed this sentiment,
emphasizing the value of local resources and community
commitment.

“Fairbanks Morse Defense is joining a community that knows how
to get the job done,” Henson said. “Jackson County has the
infrastructure, workforce, and partnerships to help defense
manufacturers thrive because we’re focused on building a
regional hub that strengthens our economy and supports
national security. We look forward to working with Fairbanks
Morse Defense to grow local opportunity and ensure their
success here on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.”

The Pascagoula site is one of several key assets included in
Rolls-Royce Naval Propulsors’ business acquisition. Fairbanks
Morse Defense also gains a manufacturing campus in Walpole,
Massachusetts, to produce critical propulsor systems for the
U.S. Navy, Coast Guard, and allied naval fleets. Additionally,
Fairbanks Morse Defense is in the process of acquiring Rolls-
Royce’s facility in Peterborough, Ontario, where it will
support handling systems and undersea technology, including
the Mission Bay Handling System used in the Global Combat Ship



programs of the U.K., Canada, and Australia.



