Coast Guard offloads more
than $186 million 1in 1llegal
narcotics
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Coast Guard offloads more than $186 million in illegal
narcotics

Coast Guard Seventh District

Miami— The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Bear (WMEC 901)
offloaded more than 14,153 pounds of cocaine worth more than
$186 million in Miami, Friday.

The offloaded drugs were interdicted during nine separate
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cases in the international waters of the Caribbean Sea and the
Atlantic Ocean as a result of efforts by crews from:

= USCG Bear (WMEC 901)
» USCG Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron (HITRON)

= USS Little Rock (LCS-9)

= USCG Tactical Law Enforcement Team-Pacific
= USCG Tactical Law Enforcement Team-South

= USCG Donald Horsley (WPC-1117)

» USCG Air Station Borinquen HC-144 aircrew

=A U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Air and Marine
Operations (AMO) aircrew

“The contraband offloaded today represents the professional
expertise and dedication of U.S. defense and law enforcement
agencies working together to combat the flow of illicit drugs
through the Caribbean Region into the United States,” said Lt.
Peter Hutchison, duty enforcement officer at Coast Guard
District Seven. "This teamwork 1is imperative to the
identification, interception, and seizure of vessels engaged
in illicit trafficking and a testament to the hard work of
these crews.”

Along with the illicit narcotics, 12 suspected smugglers were
apprehended and face prosecution in federal courts by the
Department of Justice.

Detecting and interdicting illegal drug traffickers on the
high seas involves significant interagency and international
coordination. The Joint Interagency Task Force South in Key
West, Florida conducts detection and monitoring of aerial and
maritime transit of illegal drugs. Once interdiction becomes
imminent, the law enforcement phase of the operation begins,



and control of the operation shifts to the U.S. Coast Guard
throughout the interdiction and apprehension. Interdictions in
the Caribbean Sea are performed by members of the U.S. Coast
Guard under the authority and control of the Coast Guard’s
Seventh District, headquartered in Miami.

For breaking news, follow us on Twitter. For additional
information, find us on Facebook and Instagram.

New Commanding Officer USCG’s
Cutter Narwhal
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By: Irv Cuevas

The Corona del Mar based Coast Guard Cutter Narwhal (WPB
87335) received a new commanding officer during a change-of-
command ceremony Thursday June 15. The Narwhal is sponsored by
the Newport Beach Navy League Council.
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Lt. Dustin Miller, the commanding officer of the Narwhal for
the past two-plus years, relinquished command to LTJG
Annabella Farrabaugh during a time-honored military tradition
that formally transfers and ensures continuity of command.

Miller moves to Washington, DC as a Congressional Fellow for
the USCG.

Farrabaugh, a 2021 graduate of the USCG Academy, reports to
the Narwhal from her previous tour serving as Deck Watch
Officer for the Cutter Mohawk in Key West, FL.

Captain Ryan Manning, Sector Coordinator of USCG Los Angeles-
Long Beach presided over the ceremony marked by military pomp
and circumstance, and exhorted both Farrabaugh and Miller to
continue exemplifying the Coast Guard’s motto of Semper
Paratus/Always Ready.

Narwhal 1is an 87-foot Marine Protector Class coastal patrol
cutter and has been Homeported in Corona del Mar since 2001.
Narwhal has participated in a wide-range of at-sea missions,
received numerous commendations, and while ashore, its crew
has been closely involved in supporting a host of Orange
County community projects.

Navy to Christen Submarine
Iowa
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“A Virginia-class attack submarine is readied for its
christening ceremony at the General Dynamics Electri Boat
shipyard in Groton, Connecticut. Credit: General Dynamics
Release from the U.S. Department of Defense
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The Navy will christen one of its newest Virginia-class fast-
attack submarines, the future USS Iowa (SSN 797), during a 10
a.m. EDT ceremony Saturday, June 17, 2023, General Dynamics
Electric Boat in Groton, Connecticut.

The principal speaker will be the Honorable Erik Raven, Under
Secretary of the Navy. Remarks will also be provided by the
Honorable Senator Richard Blumenthal; Vice Adm. Frank Morley,
principal military Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy
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(Research, Development and Acquisition); Mr. Kevin Graney,
president of Electric Boat; Mr. Bryan Caccavale, vice
president, Huntington Ingalls Newport News Shipbuilding; U.S.
Representative, Iowa’s 3rd District, Zach Nunn; and U.S.
Representative, Connecticut’s 2nd District, Joe Courtney.

In a time-honored Navy tradition, the submarine’s sponsor,
Mrs. Christie Vilsack, will christen the boat by breaking a
bottle of sparkling wine across the bow. Vilsack, an Iowa
native, most recently served as the education advisor to the
chancellor of Colorado State University. She also served as
the senior advisor for International Education at USAID during
the Obama Administration. As Iowa’'s First Lady, she led a
focus on education and advocacy for Iowa’'s public libraries.
She and her husband Mr. Tom Vilsack, the Secretary of
Agriculture, 1live in rural Iowa.

The future USS Iowa (SSN 797) is the fourth U.S. Navy vessel
and first submarine named in recognition of the state.
Previous ships named after the state were battleships, as well
as, a converted merchant ship that was never activated.

Virginia-class submarines are built to operate in the world’s
littoral and deep waters while conducting anti-submarine
warfare; anti-surface ship warfare; strike warfare; special
operations forces support; intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance; irregular warfare; and mine warfare missions.
Their inherent stealth, endurance, mobility, and firepower
directly enable them to support five of the six maritime
strategy core capabilities — sea control, power projection,
forward presence, maritime security and deterrence. These
capabilities allow the submarine force to contribute to
regional stability and preservation of future peace while
operating everywhere international law allows, so everyone
else can too.

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information about the Virginia-class



attack submarines is available online at
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Ar
ticle/2169558/attack-submarines-ssn/

U.S. Coast Guard patrol
enhances partnerships,
interoperability 1in the
Pacific ahead of Typhoon
Mawar
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