Navy to Send Beach Group,
Sealift Ships to Support Gaza
Relief

A Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore Trident floating pier and
causeway 1is shown under assembly. (US Army photo by Sgt.
Ashunteia Smith)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Navy 1is sending an expedition of
beach cargo handling forces to assist in the establishment of
a floating causeway and pier to handle delivery of relief
supplies to Gaza.

Speaking on background, a Navy official told reporters on
March 20 that Beach Group One, augmented by other logistics
forces, would be deployed to the eastern Mediterranean Sea to
deliver and assemble lighterage of the Joint Logistics Over-
the-Shore (JLOTS) system to convey supplies to the Trident
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pier and causeway Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore (JLOTS) pier
that will be assembled by the Army’s Transportation Corps.

Beach Group One, based in San Diego, 1s a command that
provides beachmasters and LCAC air cushion landing craft to
amphibious warfare ships, as well as a JLOTS.

The JLOTS equipment — positioned in Jacksonville, Florida -
will be transported to the Mediterranean on three sealift
ships — 2nd USNS LT John P. Bobo, USNS1st LT Baldomero Lopez,
and Maritime Administration’s Ready Reserve Force ship Roy P.
Benevidez — with the latter transporting Army equipment. The
ships will deploy nonstop straight to operations area and
remain on station off Gaza to provide berthing and support for
the Sailors and Soldiers involved in the relief operation. The
Beach Group One personnel will be flown to the Mediterranean
to join their equipment.

The official said the Navy would be sending 260 personnel to
the operation, including augmentees from Beach Group Two and
Navy Cargo Handling Battalion One. The personnel would include
boatswain’s mates, Seabees, hospital corpsmen, quartermasters,
and operations specialists, as well as other ratings.

The beach group will assemble a Roll-On/Roll Off Discharge
Facility (RRDF), a 72-foot-by-270-foot floating platform built
from nine sections that join together. The official said the
RRDF takes four-to-five days to assemble. The RRDF, positioned
three miles from the beach, will be moored alongside ships to
accept their cargo containers, offloaded onto the RRDF by
cranes. The containers are then loaded onto lighterage that
are moved by tugboats to the Army Trident pier, which 1is
attached to a causeway that leads to the shore. The containers
are then trucked ashore by the tractor-trailers.

The sealift ships and the JLOTS will be supported by medium
landing craft, repair craft, and small boats.

The JLOTS was last used in Exercise Talisman Saber in July



2023. The official said that the JLOTS is assembled regularly
for training and proficiency, usually once or twice per year.

The official confirmed that no U.S. military personnel will be
operating ashore in Gaza. Contract personnel will be used to
drive the tractor-trailers onto the pier to receive the
cargo.

The duration of the operation is yet to be determined. The
official said the beach group would be meeting whatever was
required by its operational commander. He said the command-
and-control structure in the theater was still being worked
out.

Navy Orders 17 Block 1III
Super Hornets Plus Data
Package
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PHILIPPINE SEA (Dec. 4, 2023) An F/A-18E Super Hornet from the
“Stingers” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 113 prepares to
launch from the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). (USN photo by MC3 Joshua
Sapien)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Navy has ordered 17 more Block III
F/A-18E/F Super Hornet strike fighters for the fleet, with the
contract action also providing for the initial phase of
delivery of the aircraft’s data package.

In a March 19 Defense Department contract announcement, the
Naval Air Systems awarded to Boeing a not-to-exceed $1.14
firm-fixed-price, wundefinitized contract modification to
procure “10 F/A-18F Lot 46 aircraft, as well as two F/A-18F
and five F/A-18E Lot 47 aircraft.”

The contract also shows progress in resolution with Boeing
over the rights to the aircraft’s data package, important to
the sustainment of the Super Hornet fleet.



“This modification also provides for Phase One of the
F/A-18E/F and EA-18G technical data package including the
operation, maintenance, installation and training data 1in
support of F/A-18 and EA-18G sustainment efforts for the
Navy,” the release said.

“The technical data package was a crucial part of this
negotiation; it is necessary for naval aviation’s operational
readiness and post-production sustainment,” said Rear Adm.
John Lemmon, program executive officer for Tactical Aircraft
Programs, in a March 19 Navy release. “The Super Hornet
remains a predominant aircraft in the carrier air wing and
will continue to provide significant combat capability into
the 2040s. The Navy received appropriated funds from Congress
to purchase these Super Hornets to help mitigate the strike
fighter shortfall. The award is an Undefinitized Contract
Action with the intent to definitize within the next few
months.”

Delivery of the new Super Hornets is scheduled from late 2026
through to begin in the winter of 2026, with final delivery no
later than April 2027.

The Block III version of the Super Hornet completed its first
carrier deployment last month with the return of the USS Carl
Vinson from the Western Pacific Ocean. Strike Fighter Squadron
113 took the Block IIIs on the deployment.

Aircraft Carrier Suppliers
Alarmed at Navy’s Planned
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Delay of CVN 82

STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR (Jan. 5, 2024) The world’s largest
aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) transits the
Strait of Gibraltar, Jan. 5, 2024. (USN photo by MC2 Jacob
Mattingly)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The coalition of suppliers of components,
parts, and services for the construction of the U.S. Navy's
aircraft carriers (CVNs) is alarmed at the proposed two-year
delay of authorization for CVN 82 — the fifth Gerald R. Ford-
class CVN — and the potential disruption to the supplier base
for the ships.

Lisa Dante Papini, chair of the Aircraft Carrier Industrial
Base Coalition (ACIBC), which represents more than 2,000
businesses, said she is "“extremely concerned” about the
proposed delay for CVN 82 from 2028 to 2030, noting that 40%
of the suppliers said in a survey that they would be
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negatively affected by the delay.

Papini said the delay likely would involve worker layoffs,
production lines going cold, and suppliers de-prioritizing
military requirements and seeking more work in other sectors.
She noted that re-starting cold production lines and hiring or
re-hiring workers 1is a lengthy and expensive process. The
skills needed — such as welding — are in high demand in other
industries as well, complicating the attraction of new
workers.

“That’s why we'’re concerned about going cold,” she said.

She also explained the need for advance funding for supplying
aircraft carrier construction three years in advance of
construction start.

n

“We’'re so far to the left of those delivery dates,” she said.

That’s why we ask for advance funding.”

Papini, like her counterparts in the Amphibious Warfare
Industrial Base Coalition and the Submarine Industrial Base
Coalition, emphasizes that stability and predictability of
shipbuilding helps the supplier base “level-load their work;"”
recruit, train, and retain their workers; reduce costs, and
deliver products on time.

The ACIBC met with senators and congressmen on March 20 on
Capitol Hill to explain its concerns and priorities.

Navy Awards Bell Textron
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Contract for 12 AH-1Z
Helicopters for Nigeria
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KOREA STRAIT (March 29, 2023) An AH-1Z Viper helicopter takes
off from the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8),
March 29, 2023. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Gunnery Sgt. Chad
J. Pulliam)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The government of Nigeria is slated to
receive 12 AH-1Z Viper helicopter gunships, becoming the third
foreign customer for the Viper.

In a March 12 contract announcement, the Naval Air Systems
Command awarded to Bell Textron of Fort Worth, Texas, a $455
million “firm-fixed-price, undefinitized contract for the
production and delivery of 12 AH-1Z helicopters for the
government of Nigeria, as well as provides associated
engineering, program management and logistics support, and
non-recurring engineering for obsolescence.”
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Deliveries to the Nigerian government are expected to be
complete by July 2028.

Bell built 189 AH-1Zs for the U.S. Marine Corps and 12 for
Bahrain, and is building four for the Czech Republic, along
with eight UH-1Y Venom utility helicopters. The Czech Republic
also is receiving free of charge six AH-1Zs and two UH-1Ys
that formerly were part of the U.S. Marine Corps’ inventory.

Navy 2025 Budget Requests
Only 6 Battle Force Ships

90 100 A AR s,
NAVAL STATION NORFOLK — The Virginia-class fast-attack
submarine USS Washington (SSN 787) prepares to moor pierside
during the boat’s homecoming at Naval Station Norfolk, Dec.
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15, 2023. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
1st Class Cameron Stoner)
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Navy's fiscal 2025 budget request
proposes only six battle force ships, which, combined with
planned ship retirements, would reduce the size of the battle
force from 296 ships to 287 ships.

The Navy'’s proposed $257.6 billion budget — which officials
said prioritizes readiness over procurement, would include
$32.4 billion for ship construction. Those funds would procure
one Block VI Virginia-class attack submarine (SSN), two Flight
ITITI Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers, one
Constellation-class guided-missile frigate, one Flight II San
Antonio-class amphibious platform dock ship (LPD), and one
medium landing ship.

The proposal for only one Virginia-class SSN, rather than two,
was made out of concern for the submarine industrial base,
which currently is delivering only 1.3 hulls instead of the
desired two SSNs per year. The gap is designed to help realign
the investments in the submarine industrial base. Under the
Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP), the Navy expects to return
to the procurement rate of two SSNs per year in fiscal 2026.
Navy Undersecretary Erik Raven, speaking to reporters March 11
at the budget roll-out, said advance procurement for the SSNs
is proceeding to “set up the program for long-term success.”

The ship construction budget also includes continued
incremental funding for two aircraft carriers and second
Columbia-class ballistic-missile submarine, the refueling and
comprehensive overhaul of a Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the
service-life extension of three aircushion landing craft, and
the purchase of two used commercial ships for use as sealift
ships.

The procurement of the San Antonio-class LPD would mark a



reversal from the 2024 plan to end procurement of the class.
Navy Undersecretary Erik Raven, speaking to reporters March 11
at the budget roll-out, said the Navy is intent on growing the
large- and medium amphibious warfare ship fleet to a minimum
of 31 ships.

The FYDP features the procurement start in fiscal 2027 of a
new class of ship, the light replenishment oiler (T-AOL).

Raven said the Navy currently has 88 ships under contract,
with 66 of those under construction.

Planned ship retirements include two Ticonderoga-class guided-
missile cruisers (Shiloh and Lake Erie); two Independence-
class littoral combat ships (Jackson and Montgomery), one
Whidbey Iland-class dock landing ship (Germantown); one
Montford Point-class expeditionary transfer dock ship (John
Glenn) and the four oldest Spearhead-class expeditionary fast
transports (Spearhead, Choctaw County, Millinocket, and Fall
River).

Rep. Rob Wittman, R- Virginia, a member of the Seapower
subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee, criticized
the ship construction plan as too little.

“The president is once again proposing to shrink the Navy by
reducing the Navy force structure from 296 ships in FY24 to
just 287 in FY25. By only building six ships, President Biden
is also threatening to devastate our naval fleet and the
Hampton Roads industrial base by slowing aircraft carrier
construction and failing to meet the two Virginia-class
submarines per year cadence required to support the AUKUS
security pact,” Wittman said in a March 11 statement.



Amphib Warship Part Suppliers
Press Congress for Stability
in Shipbuilding

The future USS Richard M. McCool Jr. (LPD 29), the Navy’'s next
Flight I San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship,
seen on sea trials. (HII)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. companies that supply components and
parts for the U.S. Navy’'s amphibious warfare fleet expressed
support for the Marine Corps baseline requirement of 31 large
and medium amphibious warfare ships in the U.S. fleet and the
industry’'s need for stability and predictability in
schedules.

Retired Coast Guard Capt. Paul J. Roden, chairman of the board
of the Amphibious Warfare Industrial Base Coalition (AWIBC),
which represents approximately 650 companies throughout the
United States, told Seapower that the Marine Corps has
stressed that “ready and available” 31-ship requirement 1is


https://seapowermagazine.org/amphib-warship-part-suppliers-press-congress-for-stability-in-shipbuilding/
https://seapowermagazine.org/amphib-warship-part-suppliers-press-congress-for-stability-in-shipbuilding/
https://seapowermagazine.org/amphib-warship-part-suppliers-press-congress-for-stability-in-shipbuilding/

“not a ceiling, it’'s the floor.”

Roden stressed the point that it is difficult for suppliers to
produce efficiently when production schedules are
unpredictable. He said that the stability needed 1is best
achieved when the large-deck amphibious assault ships (LHAs)
are built with construction intervals of four-year centers and
the amphibious platform dock ships (LPDs) are built with
intervals of two-year centers.

Full funding by Congress for LPD 33 in the fiscal 2025 defense
budget is a priority for the AWIBC, he said.

AWIBC recently conducted a survey of its member companies.

Regarding the shipbuilding intervals, “50% of the survey
respondents replied that extending those would result in an
increase in cost of their products and services. When you are
throwing uncertainty to any procurement, then there is risk,
and risk is addressed by cost, so it is really in the Navy'’s
best interest to maintain those centers.”

Roden said that if an LHA or LPD were delayed by a year or
more, “40% of all of our members [companies] would anticipate
needing to lay off workers due to uncertainty and not having
full capacity in plants of the AWIBC suppliers. About a third
said they would have to explore commercial contracts as well
as de-prioritize shipbuilding, but in many cases, there 1is
just not a commercial market.”

He said that “about 70% of our respondents said that the most
helpful thing that the government could do is provide
predictability and stability.

“One way of going about that — that has been proven successful
in other programs—is through multi-ship and multi-year
procurement strategies,” he said.

Roden also said that “just over 50% of the suppliers that



contribute to both amphibious warship and submarine programs ..
said that steady amphib contracts benefit their company’s
capacity and capability to deliver on submarine programs.
Having predictability and stability in shipbuilding programs
allows suppliers to make investments. If they know the
business is coming, they can make investments in work force
training, enhancing work force, investing in equipment,
investing in other infrastructure that would improve the
quality and on-time delivery of products.”

Navy Opens Second Triton UAV
Forward Deployment Site
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Caption: NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA, Italy (March 2, 2024) -
Capt. Ronald H. Rumfelt, Jr., commanding officer, Unmanned
Patrol Squadron (VUP) 19 “Big Red” (left), Vice Adm. Daniel
“Undra” Cheever, commander, Naval Air Forces (center), and
Capt. Aaron Shoemaker, commanding officer, Naval Air Station
(NAS) Sigonella (right), participate in a ribbon cutting
ceremony to celebrate the inaugural deployment of VUP- 19's
second forward-deployed detachment, and the opening of a new
MQ-4C Triton hangar at NAS Sigonella, Italy, March 2, 2024
(U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Communication 2nd Class Jacquelin
Frost)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Navy squadron that operates the MQ-4C
Triton high-altitude, long-endurance unmanned aerial vehicle
has opened its second deployment site, with this one located
at Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella, Sicily.

During March 2 ceremonies at Sigonella, the commanding officer
of Unmanned Patrol Squadron 19 (VUP-19), Capt. Ronald H.
Rumfelt Jr., was joined by Vice Adm. Daniel “Undra” Cheever,
commander, Naval Air Forces, and Capt. Aaron Shoemaker,
commanding officer, of NAS Sigonella in a ribbon cutting for
the new hangar on the station that will support the Triton
aircraft operating from the station, according to an NAS
Sigonella release.

Home-based at NAS Jacksonville, Florida, Unmanned Patrol
Squadron 19 (VUP-19) brought the Triton to its Initial
Operational Capability status 1last summer with the
establishment of an orbit at Andersen Air Force Base in Guam.
The squadron had maintained two Tritons — equipped with the
baseline Integrated Functional Capability (IFC) 3
configuration — on an Early Operational Capability deployment
in Guam from May 2020 until March 2023. The Tritons provided
MISR&T (maritime intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance,
and tracking) for the U.S. 7th Fleet while developing the
concept of operations and the tactics to refine the Triton’s
operations. The detachment operated from Guam; Naval Air



Facility Misawa, Japan; and Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan.

VUP-19 since has received newer versions in the IFC 4
configuration, which are equipped with a more capable sensor
suite that will allow them to replace the Navy's fleet of
EP-3E Orion electronic reconnaissance aircraft.

From Sigonella, also a rotational site for squadrons of the
Navy’'s P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft, the Tritons
will provide the U.S. Sixth Fleet with MISR&T support.

STRATCOM Commander Affirms
Need for Sea-Launched Cruise
Missile-Nuclear
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Caption: PACIFIC OCEAN (Nov. 30, 2020) The guided-missile
destroyer USS Chafee (DDG 90) launches a Block V Tomahawk, the
weapon’s newest variant, during a three-day missile exercise.
The Navy is developing a nuclear-tipped sea-launched cruise
missile as a future nuclear deterrent. (U.S. Navy photo by
Ensign Sean Ianno)

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va.-The operational commander of the nation’s
nuclear arsenal has reiterated to Congress the requirement for
a sea-based nuclear-tipped cruise missile.

Testifying Feb. 29 before the Senate Armed Services Committee,
Air force General Anthony J. Cotton, commander, U.S. Strategic
Command called for development and deployment of the Sea-
Launched Cruise Missile — Nuclear (SLCM-N), a program called
for in the 2018 Nuclear Posture Review (NPR).

Cotton called for continued modernization of the U.S. nuclear
deterrent forces, including the SLCM-N.

“While our legacy systems continue to hold potential
adversaries at risk, it is absolutely critical we continue at
speed with the modernization of our nuclear triad, including
land-based ICBMs [intercontinental ballistic missiles], the
B-21 [bomber], the B-52 [bomber], the Columbia-class
submarine, the nuclear sea-launched cruise missile, and LRSO
[Long-Range Stand-0ff weapon],” Cotton said.

The 2018 NPR called for the United States to “pursue a
nuclear-armed SLCM, leveraging existing technologies to help
ensure its cost effectiveness. SLCM will provide a needed non-
strategic regional presence, an assured response capability.
It also will provide an arms-control-compliant response to
Russia’s non-compliance with the Intermediate-range Nuclear
Forces Treaty, its non-strategic nuclear arsenal, and its
other destabilizing behaviors.”

The Biden administration, with support of Democratic



representatives in the Congress, has opposed development of
the SLCM-N, citing what they said was the cost of the program,
the adequacy of the current nuclear deterrent arsenal, and a
risk to nuclear stability.

Despite the administration’s opposition, Congress authorized
$25 million in the 2023 National Defense Authorization Act for
research for the SLCM-N. The administration did not request
funding for research for the SLCM-N in its fiscal 2024 budget
request, but Congress approved establishing the SLCM-N as a
program of record.

The fiscal 2024 NDAA "“authorized the Sea-Launched Cruise
Missile — Nuclear, or SLCM-N, as part of the program of record
with initial operating capability by 2034, said Jill Hruby,
National Nuclear Security Administration administrator,
speaking Feb. 1 at the 2024 Nuclear Deterrence Summit. “SLCM-N
will provide a new low yield at sea nuclear deterrent. NNSA is
working closely with the Navy and Office of Secretary of
Defense to develop a recommendation for Congress by early
March on the details of the SLCM-N program.”

The Navy used to field a nuclear-armed version of the Tomahawk
Land-Attack Missile — the TLAN-N — which was retired about
2010.

Raven Warns of CR Impact on
Navy Department Budget
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By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Department of the Navy (DON) is facing a
reduction of $12 billion of buying power if the Defense
Department has to operate through fiscal 2024 under a
continuing resolution (CR) and Congress does not pass a
supplemental budget, a top DON official said.

“The misalignment in funding lines results in $26 billion of
funding misalignments that we may have in our coffers — but
not be able to spend it on the programs that matter,” said
Under Secretary of the Navy Erik Raven, speaking Feb. 28 to
reporters. “When you add all this up, this is nearly a 10%
impact to our topline. This is getting into the territory of
the 2013 sequester in terms of fiscal impacts. So, this is a
very serious situation.”

Raven said that if a full-year CR is the case, the DON’s



priorities would be readiness first and people second. “[W]hat
that means is taking risk and investment programs. And I'm
very concerned about our ability not only to execute that
strategy unless given really unprecedented flexibilities by
Congress, but also the follow-on impacts on industrial base
and our modernization plans.”

Regarding readiness, Raven said that current operations, such
as the effort to defend commercial shipping in the Red Sea
from Houthi rebels, would take precedence.

“We need to be able to perform our mission,” he said. “And
simply if we don’t have the resources that we need to execute
all of our missions, we have to make tough choices. But
between the ability to fight tonight and be ready for all the
threats versus preparing for the future and modernizing our
forces it is a tough decision. But we have to lay our chips
somewhere and that’s on the ability to perform our missions
today.”

He listed a few programs that would be severely affected by a
year-long CR and lack of a supplemental from Congress:

= The overhaul of the attack submarine USS Boise, delayed
for seven years and finally slated, would not be
executed.

= The amphibious assault ship construction program would
not be kept on track.

» The Virginia-class attack submarine program would face a
$2 billion shortfall.

= Munition funding would suffer “across the board.”

» Construction of three child-development centers — two in
Virginia and one in Guam — would be delayed.

= Doubling of funds for SM-6 missiles — used in the Red
Sea operations — would not be doable.

A $3.4 billion investment in the submarine industrial



base — to enable production of submarines at a rate of
one Columbia ballistic-missile submarine and two
Virginia-class submarines — would have to be delayed.

Raytheon’s Barracuda Sea-Mine
Assassin Progresses in
Development

POWER

The Official Publication of the Navy League of the United States

ARLINGTON, Va. — Raytheon has completed the Technical Data
Package for a sea mine destructor developed for the U.S. Navy
as the test program continues, the company said in an
interview with Seapower.

The Barracuda is a 26-pound, 48-inch-long anti-mine device
housed in a tube the size of an A-size sonobuoy tube. When
launched, the device 1is propelled by four small water jets
that take the device to the datum of a suspected sea mine
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detected by the AQS-20C towed sonar. An acoustic
communications data link buoy is released to which the device
is tethered. Target updates, such as GPS coordinates, are
transmitted to the device, which approaches the sea mine. A
sonar and a camera mounted in the nose of the device enables a
man-in-the-loop operator — for now — to confirm the mine. The
device then is steered to the mine and detonated. Each
Barracuda is a one-shot charge.

Since May 2023, Raytheon has been building 128 Barracudas for
development, 63 for contractor trials and 65 for the Navy's
trials.

Dan Seamans, Raytheon’s director for mine warfare, including
the AQS-20 sonar, the Airborne Mine Neutralization System, and
the Barracuda at Portsmouth, Rhode Island, said the Navy has
yet to finalize its decisions on what the launch platforms for
the Barracuda will be. Candidates include the littoral combat
ship’s mine-countermeasures mission package, including the
Mine Countermeasures Uncrewed Surface Vessel. The company 1is
building a surrogate launcher for the test program and will
proceed to a tactical launcher.

The Navy awarded the initial design and development contract
to Raytheon in 2018. The Navy's spiral Critical Design Review
of the Barracuda was completed in July 2023.

Low-Rate Initial Production for Barracuda is planned for
fiscal 2027



