USS Hué City Inducted Into
Cruiser Modernization Program
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An MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter prepares to land aboard the
guided-missile cruiser USS Hué City, which is headed into the
Navy'’'s <cruiser modernization program. U.S. Navy/Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kayla Cosby

NORFOLK, Va. — After a quarter-century of worldwide
operations, the guided missile cruiser USS Hué City was
inducted into the cruiser modernization program on Sept. 30 at
Norfolk Naval Base, entering a period of major
overhaul, according to a Naval Sea Systems
Command (NAVSEA) release.

The program shifts administrative control from Commander,
Naval Surface Forces Atlantic, to the Commander,
NAVSEA, allowing the ships to undergo modernization to extend
their service lives and air-defense commander capabilities.

The modernization program paces the threat through the
installation of the latest technological advances in combat
systems and engineering, ensuring these ships remain relevant
and viable throughout their entire service lives of 40
operational years. Hué City will undergo extensive structural,
mechanical and combat systems upgrades and return to the
fleet at peak technical readiness, fully equipped for the
Sailors who will take her into harm’s way.

“The induction of Hué City is a major milestone for the CG Mod
program,” said Capt. Kevin Byrne, program manager for surface
ship modernization. “Her upcoming overhaul will not only
extend the life of this critical capability, but will help the
Navy on its mission to grow the fleet and expand
our warfighting advantage.”

Once a ship 1is inducted into the modernization program, two
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smaller maintenance availabilities are performed to remove
equipment for replacement and to conduct structural repairs.
These availabilities lay the foundation for the ship to
receive new and upgraded systems during a longer dry-
docking.

“This was a tremendous effort between ship’s force,
maintenance team and other stakeholders,” said Lt. Cmdr. Ethan
Reber, Hué City’s commanding officer. “From the beginning,
lessons learned from ships inducted earlier in the
process — Gettysburg, Vicksburg and Anzio — were incorporated
effectively into our planning. Our crew 1is ready to
get started and work alongside the maintenance teams to
deliver on her next milestone.”

Six of 11 cruisers have been inducted into the modernization
program and are 1in various stages of returning to the fleet
with modernized capability. USS Hué City is the seventh
cruiser to be inducted and will be equipped with the
latest technological advances 1in combat systems and
engineering to ensure she remains warfighting relevant through
the 2030s.

Elbit Subsidiary Wins $23
Million Order for Marine
Corps Squad Binocular Parts

HAIFA, Israel — Elbit Systems Ltd.’s U.S. subsidiary, Elbit
Systems of America LLC, was awarded delivery order valued at
about $23 million for the supply of systems and various spare
components to the U.S. Marine Corps, the company said in an
Oct. release. The order will be executed in Roanoke,
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Virginia, and will be supplied over the next 10 months.

This order is part of the $249 million five-year Squad
Binocular Night Vision Goggles Indefinite Delivery Indefinite
Quantity contract from Sept. 6 that was awarded to the Night
Vision business of L3Harris Technologies several days before
the finalization of the acquisition of that business activity
by Elbit Systems of America.

Under this contract, the U.S. Marine Corps will be supplied
with a Squad Binocular Night Vision Goggle system that
consists of a high-performance, white phosphor image
intensifier binocular, a modular uncooled thermal imaging
sensor, and a common external power supply — providing Marines
improved mobility and situational awareness during night
operations.

Explosive Ordnance Technology
Division Announces
Partnership With Grey Ops

INDIAN HEAD, Md. — Naval Surface Warfare Center Indian Head
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technology Division (NSWC
IHEODTD) announced the signing of a public-private partnership
with Grey Ops.

Under this five-year agreement, NSWC IHEODTD and GreyOps will
jointly manufacture an explosive desensitizing agent known as
Silent Spring, which is a liquid safing fluid (LSF) intended
to desensitize primary explosive hazards, most commonly
homemade explosives, to allow the explosive ordnance disposal
(EOD) warfighter the ability to safely move explosive
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materials, increase opportunities for forensic analysis and
minimize damage to existing infrastructure.

“This partnership will provide the first responder community
access to this unique technology and reduce the hazards faced
by EOD personnel during explosive neutralization and removal
activities,” said Capt. Scott Kraft, commanding
officer of NSWC IHEODTD.

This Navy-patented technology has been in development since
2012. Laboratory and field testing was facilitated through
collaboration with the FBI, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and Applied Research Associates. This partnership
will provide the first responder community access to this
technology and reduce the hazards faced by EOD personnel
during explosive neutralization and removal activities.

“These two organizations are leveraging each other’s strengths
and creating a better outcome than they could have achieved on
their own,” said Tommy Luginbill, co-founder of Grey Ops.

“These types of agreements leverage existing capability, and
the transfer of federally developed technology also can have a
positive effect on the greater scientific research community,
the commercial sector, the economy, consumers and the public,”
said Ashley Johnson, NSWC IHEODTD’s technical director.

NAVFAC Awards $49.8 Million
Contract for Facility to
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Support Littoral Combat Ships
at NS Mayport

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Naval Facilities Engineering Command
(NAVFAC) Southeast last month awarded a $49.8 million contract
to Walsh Federal LLC to build a littoral combat ship (LCS)
logistics facility at Naval Station Mayport,
Florida, NAVFAC Southeast public affairs announced 1in
a release.

As NS Mayport is going to receive 14 LCSs to the base,
construction of an improved logistics facility is expected to
support personnel and crew assigned to these ships. The
facility will support the LCS program, which includes the
LCS operational trainer facility (LTF).

“The LTF is a vital tool for training our Sailors in simulated
real-world situations they may encounter while underway,” said
Cmdr. Patricia Tyler, NS Mayport’s executive officer. “The new
facilities allow teams to effectively train in a safe and
controlled environment, providing immediate feedback and
lessons learned to our warfighters.”

The contract provides for construction of a new four-story
building and renovations to an existing building. Together,
the two buildings will house the ashore component of
administrative functions for deployed and in-port littoral
combat ships as well as a portion of the training component.

The project also includes adjacent road improvements that will
connect the logistics facility directly to a new parking
garage that is being designed and constructed under a separate
contract.

The work started Oct. 1 and 1is expected to be completed by
August 2021.
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Future Aircraft Carrier John
F. Kennedy Establishes Crew
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The upper bow unit of the future aircraft carrier USS John F.
Kennedy is fitted to the primary structure of the ship on July
10 at Huntington Ingalls Industries’ Newport News
Shipbuilding. Huntington Ingalls Industries/Matt Hildreth
NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — Forty-three Sailors assigned to the future
aircraft carrier John F. Kennedy attended a ribbon-cutting in
Newport News, Virginia, on Oct. 1 to establish the ship’s crew
and open the building where they will work during the ship’s
construction, Naval Air Forces Atlantic public affairs said in
a release.

“Today, we celebrate a truly historic event,” said Capt. Todd
Marzano, commanding officer of the pre-commissioning unit. “It
marks the grand opening of Building 608, where we will work
out of until our spaces on the ship are ready [as well as] the
official stand-up of our command. And I couldn’t be more
excited, more motivated and more honored to be standing with
you here today as we make naval history.”

The ribbon was cut by Marzano with the help of Cmdr.
David Skarosi, Kennedy's executive officer, and Master Chief
Information Systems Technician Erica Barnett, Kennedy’'s acting
command master chief, in front of Building 608.

“Today is a huge milestone,” Marzano said. “We are now one
step closer to accomplishing our mission. We will deliver to
the fleet a combat-ready aircraft carrier, manned with
properly trained warriors, in support of our nation’s needs.
We’ll have a lot of hard work ahead of us, a lot of
challenges, and a lot of long days, but with our skills,
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talents and dedication, we will be successful in building the
best command in the United States Navy.”

Pride in the event and the command was shared by many in
attendance, including Information Systems Technician 1lst Class
Chandler Ragland, the first Sailor to be assigned to the
Kennedy.

“The legacy of this ship is going to be around for a very long
time, and to be able to say that I was the first plank owner
is incredibly rewarding,” Ragland said. “I get to tell my
daughter and family members down the road that I was the first
one.”

Despite the small size of the crew, productivity among
Kennedy'’s Sailors is already high.

“Every member of the crew that’s come in after me has put
forth everything they’ve got,” Ragland said. “I don’'t see
people turning down tasks and saying ‘no, that'’s out of my
realm.’ They’re always willing and ready to lend a hand and
get the mission done. Everyone has the same work ethic, and
it’s a long road, but we’'re going to keep charging down it.”

Marzano added, “These Sailors have been screened and
handpicked due to their outstanding professional records. Big
Navy realizes the tremendous challenge and hard work we have
ahead of us in standing up an aircraft carrier. It’'s great for
me as the CO, because I get a true A-team of folks.”

The event concluded with the observance of colors and then
a cake-cutting.

John F. Kennedy, the second aircraft carrier in the Gerald
R. Ford class, 1is under construction at Huntington Ingalls
Industries’ Newport News Shipbuilding.



Navy to Christen Newest
Attack Submarine Oregon
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The attack submarine USS John Warner arrives at Naval
Submarine Base New London in Groton, Connecticut. The latest
of the Virginia class, the USS Oregon, is set to be christened
on Oct. 5 in Groton. U.S. Navy/Mass Communication Specialist
1st Class Steven Hoskins

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Navy will christen its newest attack
submarine, the future USS Oregon, during a ceremony Oct. 5 at
General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, Connecticut, the
Defense Department said in a release.

Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.) will deliver the ceremony’s
principal address. The submarine’s sponsor 1is Dana
Richardson. She will highlight the ceremony by breaking a
bottle of sparkling wine across the bow to formally christen
the ship, a time-honored Navy tradition.

“The future USS Oregon will play an important role in the
defense of our nation and maritime freedom,” said Navy
Secretary Richard V. Spencer. “She stands as proof of what
teamwork — from civilian to contractor to military — can
accomplish. I am confident USS Oregon and her crew will ensure
our Navy remains safe and strong to proudly serve our nation’s
interest for decades to come.”

Oregon, a Virginia-class submarine designated SSN 793, is the
third Navy ship to honor the state. The first USS Oregon was a
brigantine ship purchased in 1841 and used for exploration
until 1845.

The second Oregon (Battleship No. 3) was commissioned on July
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15, 1896. Known for one of the most dramatic voyages ever
undertaken by a Navy ship, Oregon sailed more than 14,000
miles in 66 days, leaving San Francisco in 1898 and travelling
south through the Straits of Magellan until finally arriving
at Jupiter Inlet, Florida, where she reported for battle in
the Spanish-American War. While the ship demonstrated the
capabilities of a heavy battleship, it also eliminated any
opposition to the construction of the Panama Canal, as the
country could not afford two months to send warships from one
coast to another in times of emergency. Decommissioned in
1906, she was later recommissioned in 1911 and remained in the
reserve, until stricken from the Navy list in 1942.

The new attack sub Oregon is the 20th in
the Virginia class and the second Block IV boat in the class.
The ship began construction in fall 2014 and is expected
to be delivered next fall. Block IV subs include design
changes to reduce total ownership cost and increase
operational availability by decreasing the planned number of
depot availabilities from four to three.

Virginia-class submarines are built to operate in the world’s
littoral and deep waters while conducting anti-submarine
warfare; anti-surface ship warfare; strike warfare; special
operation forces support; intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance; irregular warfare; and mine warfare missions.

Their inherent stealth, endurance, mobility and firepower
directly enable them to support five of the six maritime
strategy core capabilities — sea control, power projection,
forward presence, maritime security and deterrence.



Navy to Commission Littoral
Combat Ship Cincinnati During
Oct. 5 Ceremony
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The future littoral combat ship USS Cincinnati underway during
acceptance trials. U.S. Navy

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Navy will commission its newest
Independence-variant littoral combat ship, the future USS
Cincinnati, during a ceremony on Oct. 5 on west pier 1in
Gulfport, Mississippi, the Defense Department said in a
release.

The principal speaker will be Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio).
Former Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker will serve as the
ship’s sponsor. The ceremony will be highlighted by a time-
honored naval tradition when Pritzker gives the first order to
“man our ship and bring her to life!”

“USS Cincinnati and her crew will play an important role in

the defense of our nation and maritime freedom,” Navy
Secretary Richard V. Spencer said.
“She stands as proof of what teamwork — from civilian to

contractor to military — can accomplish. This fast, agile
platform will deliver her motto, ‘Strength in Unity’ worldwide
thanks to their efforts.”

The future USS Cincinnati is the fifth U.S. Navy ship to honor
Ohio’s third largest city. The first was a stern-wheel
casemate gunboat that served during the Civil War and was sunk
by Confederate fire on two separate occasions. Raised both
times and returned to service, she was decommissioned
following the war.

The second Cincinnati was a cruiser commissioned in 1894. She
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served extensively in the Caribbean before, during and after
the Spanish-American War before being decommissioned in 1919.

The third ship to bear the name was a light cruiser
commissioned in 1924 that served around the world and earned a
battle star for World War II service that included convoy
escort and blockade duty. She was decommissioned in 1945 after
the war ended.

The fourth Cincinnati was a Los Angeles-class fast attack
submarine commissioned in 1978. The boat served for 17 years
before being decommissioned in 1995.

VT Group Acquires DELTA
Resources

CHANTILLY, Va. — VT Group has acquired DELTA Resources Inc., a
firm that specializes in naval systems engineering and
technical services for critical U.S Navy shipbuilding
and fleet modernization programs, VT Group said a release.

Founded in 2000 and headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia,
DELTA Resources provides Naval Sea Systems Command and the
Navy’'s program executive offices (PEOs) with C5I and weapons
systems engineering, integrated product support
and other technical services. DELTA Resources also delivers
information technology, cloud implementation and cybersecurity
engineering services to a customer base that also includes the
U.S. Army and the Defense Information Systems Agency.

“I am excited to welcome the DELTA Resources team to VT
Group,” said John Hassoun, VT Group’s president and CEO.
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“This acquisition adds differentiated technical expertise to
our portfolio of fleet modernization capabilities and
positions VT Group as a leading provider of full life-cycle
naval engineering services for the next generation of naval
platforms and weapons systems.”

DELTA Resources founder and CEO Maria Proestou added: “I am
immensely proud of the DELTA Resources team, their commitment
to our customers and the business we’ve built together. This
combination is the next chapter in our story.” Proestou will
continue to lead DELTA Resources as a subsidiary of VT Group.

Submarine Group Two Reborn as
Response to ‘Great Power
Competition’

NORFOLK, Va. — Taking another step in response to the re-
emergence of the ‘great power competition,’ the U.S. Navy re-
established Commander, Submarine Group (SUBGRU) Two 1in
Norfolk, Virginia, on Sept. 30 following its hiatus
since August 2014, U.S. Submarine Forces public affairs said
in a release.

The move follows the re-establishment of commander, U.S. 2nd
Fleet, in 2018 and is aimed at enhancing the Navy'’s capacity
to command and control its undersea warfare forces seamlessly
across all of the Atlantic area, from the U.S. eastern
seaboard to the Barents Sea and even into the southern
Atlantic.

“The security environment continues to grow more challenging
and complex — particularly in the North Atlantic,” said Vice
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Adm. Charles Richard, commander of Submarine Forces.

“To maintain America’s undersea superiority, we must increase
naval power and our readiness for high-end blue water warfare.
How we’re organized to command that employment will be a
driving factor in our success — that’'s why we’'re re-
establishing Sub Group Two today.”

SUBGRU 2 is commanded by Rear Adm. James Waters, who also
assumed duties as commander, Task Force 84. CTF 84 is the
theater anti-submarine warfare commander for U.S. Fleet Forces
Command.

“Our motto, ‘Praeparavit Regnatura,’ means ready to dominate.
We will prepare forces to control the undersea domain through
rigorous competitive training and a thorough understanding of
our adversaries and the environment where we both operate,”
Waters said. “Further, we will innovate and advance the art of
theater anti-submarine warfare through complex fleet exercises
and war games.”

Additionally, the command can operate as an embedded CTF
within C2F when it is activated as a Maritime Command Element
and to serve as the TASW commander for commander, U.S. 4th
Fleet, as assigned. SUBGRU 2 will have more administrative
control responsibilities delegated from Commander, Submarine
Force Atlantic.

“As you carry out your day-to-day duties, you must understand
that winning decisively in a potential ‘Fourth Battle of the
Atlantic’ should be your gquiding vision,” said Adm.
Christopher Grady, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command.
“The best way to prevent a fight is to be prepared to win
decisively should anyone choose to threaten us. We believe in
power for peace.”



Littoral Combat Ship
Successfully Launches Naval
Strike Missile
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USS Gabrielle Giffords launches a Naval Strike Missile on Oct.
1 during exercise Pacific Griffin. The NSM is a long-range,
precision-strike weapon that is designed to find and destroy
enemy ships. U.S. Navy/Mass Communication Specialist Kenneth
Rodriguez Santiago

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — The Independence-variant littoral
combat ship USS Gabrielle Giffords successfully demonstrated
the capabilities of the Naval Strike Missile (NSM) on Oct.
1 during Pacific Griffin, Uu.s. Pacific
Fleet public affairs announced in a release.

Pacific Griffin 1is a biennial exercise conducted in the waters
near Guam aimed at enhancing combined proficiency at sea while
strengthening relationships between the U.S. and Republic of
Singapore navies.

“Today was a terrific accomplishment for USS
Gabrielle Giffords crew and the Navy’'s LCS class,” said Cmdr.
Matthew Lehmann, the ship’s commanding officer. “I am very
proud of all the teamwork that led to the successful launch of
the NSM.”

The NSM is a long-range, precision-strike weapon that can find
and destroy enemy ships at distances up to 100 nautical miles.
The stealthy missile flies at sea-skimming altitude, has
terrain-following capability and uses an advanced seeker for
precise targeting in challenging conditions.
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Rear Adm. Joey Tynch, commander of Logistics Group Western
Pacific, who oversees security cooperation for the U.S. Navy
in Southeast Asia, said Gabrielle Giffords’ deployment sent a
crystal-clear message of the continued U.S. commitment to
maritime security in the region.

“LCS packs a punch and gives potential adversaries another
reason to stay awake at night,” Tynch said. “We are stronger
when we sail together with our friends and partners, and LCS
is an important addition to the lineup.”

The NSM aboard Gabrielle Giffords is fully operational and
remains lethal. The weapon was first demonstrated on littoral
combat ship USS Coronado in 2014. It meets the Navy'’s over-
the-horizon requirements for survivability against high-end
threats, demonstrated lethality, easy upgrades and long-range
strike capability.

The Gabrielle Giffords deployment marks the first time that an
NSM has sailed into the Indo-Pacific region.

Gabrielle Giffords, which is on its maiden deployment, arrived
in the 7th Fleet area of responsibility on Sept. 16 for a
rotational deployment to the Indo-Pacific region. This marks
the first time two LCS have deployed to the Indo-Pacific
region at the same time. Gabrielle Giffords is the fifth LCS
to deploy to U.S. 7th Fleet, following USS Freedom, USS Fort
Worth, USS Coronado and the currently deployed USS
Montgomery.

Gabrielle Giffords will conduct operations, exercises and port
visits throughout the region as well as work alongside allied
and partner navies to provide maritime security and stability,
key pillars of a free and open Indo-Pacific.



