
Coast  Guard  Interdicts  9
Cuban Migrants on Cay Sal
CAY SAL, Bahamas — The Coast Guard interdicted nine Cuban
migrants April 12 on Cay Sal, the Coast Guard 7th District
said in a release.

Coast Guard 7th District watchstanders received a notification
from  a  Coast  Guard  Air  Station  Miami  HC-144  Ocean  Sentry
aircraft crew reporting two people hiding in nearby bushes.
The Coast Guard Cutter Charles Sexton (WPC-1108) crew arrived
on scene and deployed a boarding team ashore to investigate
the situation. The Charles Sexton boarding team was able to
locate the nine Cuban nationals and embarked them with no
medical concerns.

The  nine  Cuban  nationals  were  transferred  to  Bahamian
Immigration officials in Freeport, Bahamas, by the Coast Guard
Cutter Robert Yered (WPC-1104) crew and will be transferred
back to their home.

“It’s the second time this month that we’ve seen a case like
this and its why maintain our presence in the Caribbean Sea
and Florida Straits,” said Lt. Patrick Leavitt, command duty
officer at Coast Guard 7th District. “The Coast Guard will
remain consistent with the missions of protecting the safety
of life at sea and enforcing our federal laws.”

Coast Guard Cutters Robert Yered and Charles Sexton are 154-
foot fast-response cutters homeported in Florida.
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Future USS Richard M. McCool
Jr. Keel Authenticated

PASCAGOULA, Miss. — The keel for the future USS Richard M.
McCool Jr. (LPD 29) was ceremoniously laid during a ceremony
at Huntington Ingalls Industries Ingalls Shipbuilding Division
on April 12, the Naval Sea Systems Command said in a release.

Shana  McCool  and  Kate  Oja  are  the  ship’s  sponsors  and
granddaughters of the namesake and authenticated the keel by
etching their initials into the keel plate. This tradition
symbolically recognizes the joining of modular components and
is the ceremonial beginning of the ship.

“We are honored to have Ms. McCool and Ms. Oja with us today
to recognize this major ship event,” said Capt. Brian Metcalf,
LPD 17 class program manager for Program Executive Office
Ships.  “The  San  Antonio  class  has  proven  essential  to
expeditionary warfighters, and we are excited to bring the
13th and final ship of the Flight I configuration to the
fleet.”

The ship is named in honor of Navy veteran and Medal of Honor
recipient Capt. Richard M. McCool Jr. and is the Navy’s 13th
San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship. McCool was
awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor  in  1945  for  the  heroism  he
displayed after his ship was attacked by kamikaze aircraft in
the Battle of Okinawa. Despite suffering from shrapnel wounds
and painful burns, he led efforts to battle a blazing fire on
his ship and rescue injured sailors.

Fabrication  on  LPD  29  began  on  July  30  and  the  ship  is
scheduled to be delivered in 2023. Eleven San Antonio-class
ships have been delivered to date, the most recent being USS
Portland (LPD 27), which was commissioned in 2018. LPDs 28 and
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29 will serve as transition ships to LPD 30, the first ship of
the Flight II. LPD 17 Flight II ships will replace the Navy’s
aging LSD 41/49 class ships.

The LPD 17 San Antonio class amphibious transport dock ships
are  designed  to  transport  and  deploy  combat  and  support
elements of Marine expeditionary units and brigades. The LPD
17 Flight I ships carry about 720 troops and can transport air
cushion or amphibious assault vehicles. These ships support
amphibious  assault,  special  operations  and  expeditionary
warfare missions through the 21st century.

HII  Awarded  Advance
Procurement  Contract
Modification  for  Virginia-
Class Block V Submarines
NEWPORT  NEWS,  Virginia  —  Huntington  Ingalls  Industries’
Newport  News  Shipbuilding  division  has  received  a  $727.4
million contract modification from General Dynamics Electric
Boat to continue the procurement of long-lead-time materiel
for Virginia-class submarines, the company announced in an
April 12 release.

The award provides new funding to an existing contract for
long-lead-time material to support construction of Block V
submarines. The current contract brings the overall contract
value to $1.04 billion.

“We  are  pleased  to  have  received  additional  advanced
procurement funds, which allows us to continue procuring long-
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lead-time  materials  and  is  important  to  our  submarine
industrial  base  of  more  than  5,000  companies  across  48
states,” said Dave Bolcar, Newport News’ vice president of
submarine  construction.  “The  start  of  early  manufactured
material is already underway for Block V submarines, which
will include enhanced technology for today’s warfighters.”

Newport News is teamed with General Dynamics Electric Boat on
the Virginia class, a class of nuclear-powered fast attack
submarines  being  built  to  replace  the  Los  Angeles-class
submarines as they are retired.

Virginia-class  submarines  incorporate  dozens  of  new
technologies  and  innovations  that  increase  firepower,
maneuverability and stealth and significantly enhance their
warfighting  capabilities.  These  submarines  are  capable  of
supporting  multiple  mission  packages  and  can  operate  at
submerged speeds of more than 25 knots for months at a time.

Coast  Guard  Interdicts  33
Haitian Migrants Near Tortuga

A  migrant  vessel  is  shown  in  the  Caribbean  after  an
interdiction,  April  2019.  The  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Spencer
(WMEC-905) crew transferred 33 Haitian nationals back to their
home of origin, April 12, 2019 after interdicting their 25-
foot motor vessel April 10, 2019. (Coast Guard Photo)
MIAMI — The Coast Guard interdicted 33 migrants April 8 about
35 miles northeast of Tortuga, Haiti, attempting to illegally
enter the United States, the Coast Guard 7th District said in
a release.
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At about 7:30 a.m. April 8, the Coast Guard Cutter Spencer
(WMEC-905) crew detected an overloaded 25-foot motor vessel
and launched an over-the-horizon small boat crew.

While en route, the small boat crew recovered six softball-
sized packages of marijuana floating about 100 yards from the
vessel.  The  small  boat  crew  then  boarded  the  vessel  and
discovered 27 adult Haitian males, six adult Haitian females,
three additional packages of marijuana and a package that
tested positive for amphetamines.

The Spencer crew safely embarked the 33 migrants, transferred
the interdicted drugs aboard the cutter and destroyed the
vessel as a hazard to navigation.

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention.

The Spencer crew transferred the 33 Haitian nationals back to
their home of origin April 12 for possible prosecution.

“The Coast Guard diligently patrols the Florida Straits and
Caribbean Sea to ensure the safety of life at sea and the
security of the United States,” said Lt. Cmdr. James Hodges,
7th District response officer. “Neither illegal migration nor
drug smuggling will be tolerated, and the Coast Guard will
continue to enforce federal laws while maintaining a strong
presence out on the water.”

The Coast Guard Cutter Spencer is a 270-foot medium endurance
cutter homeported in Boston.



Coast  Guard  Cutter  Decisive
Conducts  Ops  With  Special
Operations Helos

The  crew  of  the  Coast  Guard  cutter  Decisive  conducted
helicopter operations with three Army H-6 helicopters in the
Gulf of Mexico, March 9, 2019. The training is meant to help
pilots land on a moving platform and for crewmembers to work
with  unfamiliar  aircraft.  (U.S.  Coast  Guard  courtesy
photo/Released)
PENSACOLA, Fla. — The crew of the Coast Guard cutter Cypress
was to return home to Naval Air Station Pensacola, Florida on
April 12, following a 58-day patrol, during which it conducted
training with Army special operations helicopters, the Coast
Guard 8th District said in a release.

The 75-person crew departed to complete a three-week Tailored
Ship’s  Training  Availability  (TSTA)  in  Mayport,  Florida,
during  which  time  the  cutter’s  material  condition,
administration and drills are assessed. During TSTA, the crew
performed 110 drills with a 98.2% average score across all
mission areas.

Following TSTA, Decisive became the first 210-foot cutter to
conduct  ship-helicopter  operations  with  three  Army  H-6
helicopters, “Little Birds,” from the 160th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment.

The crew patrolled in support of the 7th Coast Guard District,
focusing on protecting living marine resources through daily
law-enforcement boarding of commercial fishing vessels along
the southwest coast of Florida.

Decisive’s crew embarked a rescue-and-assistance team to a
fishing vessel taking on water, the Miss Winnie, with three
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people onboard. The team stabilized the vessel.

DARPA’s Biological Technology
Office  Selects  Northrop
Grumman  for  Living  Sensors
Program
ORLANDO, Florida — Coda Octopus Group Inc. reported in an
April  11  announcement  that  the  Defense  Advanced  Research
Projects Agency (DARPA) Biological Technology Office selected
Northrop Grumman Corp. to prototype sensing capabilities using
undersea  organisms  to  assist  in  passively  detecting  and
tracking undersea threats.

As part of the PALS program, Northrop Grumman will develop
biological sensing hardware that has increased sensitivity for
certain sensor modalities, achieving greater range. Artificial
intelligence will be applied to observe patterns in the marine
environment  to  help  classify  targets.  Northrop  Grumman  is
partnered with Coda Octopus, Duke University, University of
Maryland, Baltimore County and the University of Memphis.

“The  detection,  classification  and  tracking  of  undersea
objects is a critical military capability, and we are excited
to work with DARPA to develop this next-generation approach,”
said Mike Meaney, vice president of advanced missions for
Northrop Grumman.

“We are delighted to further our partnership with Northrop
Grumman on this important project for DARPA,” said Annmarie
Gayle, CODA’s chairman and CEO.
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IMSAR’s  NSP-5  Radar  Moving
Into  Production  for  RQ-21
Unmanned System
SPRINGVILLE, Utah — IMSAR’s NSP-5 radar system, configured for
unmanned aircraft systems, is in production to deliver mission
kits to the RQ-21A Blackjack UAS operated by the U.S. Marine
Corps, the company said in a release.

The  payload  project,  named  “Split  Aces,”  is  a  synthetic
aperture/ground moving target Indicator Radar Payload and has
been given the prototype designation AN/DPY-2().

The NSP-5 is powered by Ku-band NanoSAR synthetic aperture
radar (SAR) technology, which is housed in a pod with enclosed
electronically  scanned  array  antennas.  The  NSP-5  provides
high-resolution  SAR  imagery,  coherent  change  detection  and
ground moving target indication.

“IMSAR  is  excited  to  provide  America’s  defense  with  a
genuinely tactical, high-performance radar solution enabling
true multi-intelligence for expeditionary platforms at such a
critical time,” said Ryan Smith, IMSAR’s president and CEO.

The NSP-5 delivers high-performance capabilities despite its
small size, weight and power characteristics. Commercially,
the NSP-5 is available in a standard pod configuration that
measures 5.4 inches (13.7 centimeters) in diameter and 45.3
inches (115 centimeters) in length, weighs 16 pounds (7.3
kilograms) and consumes 150 watts of power.
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Certifiable  Ground  Control
Station  Controls  First  End-
to-End Flight

SAN DIEGO — The Certifiable Ground Control Station (CGCS) from
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems Inc. (GA-ASI) was used to
control  the  complete  flight  of  an  MQ-9B  SkyGuardian  —
including takeoff and landing — on March 12, the company said
in a release. This is the first time the CGCS has been used to
control an entire end-to-end flight of a remotely piloted
aircraft (RPA).

“Controlling  takeoff  and  landing  was  the  last  step  in  a
progression of flight milestones for the CGCS,” said David R.
Alexander, president of GA-ASI. “Our vision is that MQ-9B will
be  the  first  RPA  certified  to  fly  in  national  and
international airspace. To achieve that goal, our GCS needs to
be type-certified as well. Completing an end-to end flight was
an important step in achieving that ultimate goal.”

The flight originated from the Yuma Proving Grounds in Yuma,
Arizona.  The  CGCS  features  a  Pro  Line  Fusion  integrated
avionics  system  from  Collins  Aerospace,  the  Abaco  FORCE2
flight  computer,  as  well  as  all  the  weapons  and  payload
controls for MQ-9B.

The CGCS architecture provides separation between flight and
mission  critical  functions.  Flight  critical  functions  are
performed using off-the-shelf avionics and flight computers
running  GA-ASI’s  certifiable  DAL  B  software.  The  mission
critical functions are separated and run alongside GA-ASI’s
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proven Advanced Cockpit payload and weapons equipment.

Coast  Guard  Interdicts  8
Cuban Migrants on Cay Sal
CAY SAL, Bahamas — The Coast Guard interdicted eight migrants
on April 7 on Cay Sal attempting to illegally enter the United
States, the Coast Guard 7th District said in a release.

Coast Guard 7th District watchstanders received a notification
from  a  Coast  Guard  Air  Station  Miami  HC-144  Ocean  Sentry
aircraft crew reporting two people hiding in nearby bushes.
The Coast Guard Cutter Charles Sexton (WPC-1108) crew arrived
on scene and deployed a boarding team ashore to investigate
the situation. The Charles Sexton boarding team was able to
locate the eight Cuban nationals and embarked them with no
medical concerns.

The  eight  Cubans  were  transferred  to  Bahamian  immigration
officials in Freeport, Bahamas, by the Coast Guard Cutter
Robert Yered (WPC-1104) crew and will be transferred back to
their home.

“Illegal  migration  voyages  are  extremely  dangerous  when
transporting human lives on these unseaworthy vessels and put
the safety of those aboard in jeopardy,” said Petty Officer
2nd Class Jeffrey Swope, Command Center Watchstander, Sector
Key West. “The Coast Guard remains consistent with the mission
of protecting the safety of life at sea and interdicting these
vessels in an effort to prevent the loss of life.”

Coast Guard Cutters Robert Yered and Charles Sexton are 154-
foot fast-response cutters homeported in Florida.
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Coast  Guard  Interdicts  11
Cuban Migrants 24 miles East
of Cay Sal

CAY SAL, Bahamas — The Coast Guard interdicted 11 migrants on
April 5 who were 24 miles east of Cay Sal and attempting to
illegally  enter  the  United  States,  the  Coast  Guard  7th
District said in a release.

Coast  Guard  Sector  Key  West  watchstanders  received  a
notification  from  the  Cuban  border  security  reporting  an
illegal vessel departure with an unknown number of passengers
aboard.

The Coast Guard Cutter Isaac Mayo (WPC-1112) crew arrived on
scene  after  a  Coast  Guard  Air  Station  Miami  HC-144  Ocean
Sentry aircraft crew sighted the vessel. The 11 adult Cuban
males aboard were embarked with no medical concerns.

They were transferred to Bahamian authorities by the Coast
Guard  Cutter  Robert  Yered  (WPC-1104)  crew  and  will  be
transferred  back  to  their  home.

“Illegal  migration  voyages  are  extremely  dangerous  when
transporting human lives on these unseaworthy vessels and put
the safety of those aboard in jeopardy,” said Petty Officer
2nd Class Sharon Vela, Command Center Watchstander, Sector
Miami. “The Coast Guard remains consistent with the mission of
protecting the safety of life at sea and interdicting these
vessels in an effort to prevent the loss of life.”

Coast Guard Cutters Robert Yered and Isaac Mayo are 154-foot
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fast-response cutters homeported in Florida.


