
Navy  to  Christen  Guided-
Missile  Destroyer  Frank  E.
Petersen Jr.
ARLINGTON, Va. — The Navy will christen the newest guided-
missile destroyer, the future USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. (DDG
121)  Oct.  6  at  Huntington  Ingalls  Industries  shipyard  in
Pascagoula, Mississippi, the Defense Department said in an
Oct. 4 release.

The future USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. is the first ship named
in honor of Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Frank E. Petersen Jr., the
first  African-American  Marine  Corps  aviator  and  the  first
African-American Marine Corps officer promoted to brigadier
general. When he retired in 1988 after 38 years of service, he
was, by date of designation, the senior-ranking aviator in the
Marine Corps and the U.S. Navy.

At the ceremony, the principal speaker will be Gen. Alfred
Gray, 29th commandant of the Marine Corps. D’Arcy Neller, wife
of Gen. Robert Neller, commandant of the Marine Corps, and Dr.
Alicia J. Petersen, widow of Frank E. Petersen Jr., will serve
as ship’s sponsors. In a time-honored Navy tradition, the two
sponsors  will  christen  the  ship  by  breaking  a  bottle  of
sparkling wine across the bow.

“The future USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. will serve for decades
as a reminder of Lt. Gen. Petersen’s service to our nation and
Navy and Marine Corps team,” said Navy Secretary Richard V.
Spencer. “This ceremony honors not only Petersen’s service but
also the service of our nation’s industrial partners, who, for
centuries,  have  helped  make  our  Navy  the  greatest  in  the
world.”

The future Frank E. Petersen Jr. will be the 71st Arleigh
Burke-class destroyer, and is the fifth of 21 ships currently
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under  contract  for  the  DDG  51  program.  The  ship  will  be
configured as a Flight IIA destroyer, which enables power
projection, forward presence, and escort operations at sea in
support  of  low-intensity  conflict/coastal  and  littoral
offshore warfare, as well as open ocean conflict.

Coast  Guard  Offloads  More
Than 11 Tons of Cocaine in
San Diego
SAN  DIEGO  —  The  crew  of  the  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Stratton
offloaded more than 11 tons of cocaine seized in international
waters off the Eastern Pacific Ocean from late August to mid-
September on Oct. 3, the 11th Coast Guard District said in a
release.

The  drugs  were  seized  during  the  interdiction  of  eight
suspected smuggling vessels found off the coasts of Mexico,
Central and South America by the Coast Guard cutters Stratton,
Seneca and Active.

Stratton was responsible for six cases, seizing an estimated
16,473 pounds of cocaine. Seneca was responsible for one case,
seizing  an  estimated  2,954  pounds  of  cocaine.  Active  was
responsible for one case, seizing an estimated 2,646 pounds of
cocaine.

“This offload reflects the outstanding efforts of the Coast
Guard  and  our  partner  agencies  to  disrupt  and  dismantle
transnational  criminal  organizations,”  said  Capt.  Craig  J.
Wieschhorster,  Stratton’s  commanding  officer.  “These
interdiction results take hundreds of millions of dollars away
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from these criminal networks that work to undermine the rule
of law in South and Central America, which increases migration
pressures on the U.S. southern border. Keeping this product
off the streets of America saves lives, and I am very proud of
the efforts of my crew.”

Numerous  U.S.  agencies  from  the  Departments  of  Defense,
Justice and Homeland Security cooperated in the effort to
combat transnational organized crime. The Coast Guard, Navy,
Customs  and  Border  Protection,  FBI,  Drug  Enforcement
Administration and Immigration and Customs Enforcement along
with allied and international partner agencies play a role in
counter-drug  operations.  The  fight  against  transnational
criminal organizations in the Eastern Pacific requires unity
of  effort  in  all  phases  from  detection,  monitoring  and
interdictions, to criminal prosecutions by U.S. Attorneys in
districts across the nation.

The Coast Guard increased U.S. and allied presence in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Basin, which are known
drug transit zones off Central and South America, as part of
its Western Hemisphere Strategy. During at-sea interdictions
in  international  waters,  a  suspect  vessel  is  initially
detected and monitored by allied, military or law enforcement
personnel coordinated by Joint Interagency Task Force-South
based  in  Key  West,  Florida.  The  law  enforcement  phase  of
counter  smuggling  operations  in  the  Eastern  Pacific  is
conducted  under  the  authority  of  the  11th  Coast  Guard
District,  headquartered  in  Alameda.  The  interdictions,
including the actual boarding’s, are led and conducted by
members of the U.S. Coast Guard.

The Stratton is a 418-foot national security cutter homeported
in Alameda. The Seneca is a 270-foot medium-endurance cutter
homeported  in  Boston.  The  Active  is  a  210-foot  medium-
endurance cutter homeported in Port Angeles, Washington.



Huntington Ingalls Industries
Closes Sale of Avondale
NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII) has
closed the sale of HII’s Avondale facility to Avondale Marine,
a joint venture between T.P. Host and Hilco Redevelopment
Partners, HII said in an Oct. 4 release.

The  Avondale  facility,  part  of  HII’s  Ingalls  Shipbuilding
division, ceased its Navy shipbuilding operations in December
2014.  Avondale’s  UNO  Maritime  Center  of  Excellence  has
remained open and continues to do engineering and design work
in support of Ingalls’ shipbuilding programs.

“We are very proud of our legacy at Avondale and the many
contributions that generations of its shipbuilders made to our
national security,” said Ingalls Shipbuilding President Brian
Cuccias. “Ingalls will continue to maintain a presence in
Louisiana, not only at the UNO Center, but also through the
many Louisiana residents who commute to Pascagoula each day to
help us build the ships we produce for our nation’s defense.
We are pleased that Avondale Marine plans to put the facility
back into commerce and look forward to its success.”

T.P. Host is one of the nation’s largest terminal operators
and a leader in the maritime industry, specializing in agency,
terminal operations and marine assets. In business for over 90
years, the company has developed a strong reputation in the
maritime community for its expertise, transparency and high
standards of service.

“For generations, Avondale Shipyards has been a source of
pride  for  the  community  that  generated  jobs  and  economic
development,” said Adam Anderson, president and CEO of T.P.
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Host and principal of Avondale Marine. “Our team will unleash
its  potential  by  transforming  the  shipyard  into  a  global
logistics hub for intermodal commerce.

“As we usher in a new era for this facility, we will benefit
from the strength and skill of the workforce in Jefferson
Parish  and  Louisiana.  We  are  grateful  for  the  steadfast
support and leadership of the governor, parish president and
council, as well as our partners in this project, including
the  Port  of  New  Orleans,  Public  Belt,  JEDCO,  GNO  Inc.,
Business Council and Chamber of Commerce.”

Hilco Redevelopment Partners, a real estate firm based in
Chicago,  remediates  and  redevelops  large-scale  industrial
facilities across North America, such as Tradepoint Atlantic
and the Avondale Shipyard.

“We’re  thrilled  to  leverage  our  extensive  experience  in
redeveloping and transforming facilities that are at the end
of their current useful life into modern productive businesses
for  the  future,”  said  Roberto  Perez,  CEO  of  Hilco
Redevelopment Partners. “We look forward to supporting our
managing partners at T.P. Host in the Avondale Marine project
as we build this important logistics hub in New Orleans.”

In the coming months, Avondale Marine will begin its planning
process for the approximately 254-acre site in partnership
with stakeholders.

First  Saudi  Helicopter
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Arrives  at  Naval  Station
Mayport
NAVAL  STATION  MAYPORT,  Fla.  —The  first  of  several  MH-60R
Seahawk helicopters purchased by the Royal Saudi Arabian Navy
arrived at Naval Station Mayport Oct. 2. The helicopters are
part of a training program for Saudi pilots and crew that is
expected to last for the next three years.

“This is an exciting day!” said Lt. Cmdr. Ryan Miller, the
training  officer  for  the  “Airwolves”  of  Maritime  Strike
Squadron (HSM) 40. “This is the first of a series of five
aircraft that will be joining us here at HSM 40.”

HSM  40,  a  helicopter  squadron  based  out  of  Naval  Station
Mayport, is playing an imperative role in the training of
Royal Saudi Naval officers and crewmen.

“We  are  responsible  for  providing  the  training  that  the
foreign military sales office has contracted with the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia,” Miller said. “[We will be providing the
training]  for  their  250  plus,  pilots,  aircrew  and
maintainers.”

The  Saudi  detachment  was  excited  to  receive  their  new
aircraft.

“We’ve been waiting for this moment for a long time,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Mazin Alshahrani, the officer in charge of the Saudi
detachment. “We appreciate our partnership with the U.S. Navy
and especially the squadron, HSM 40.”

The MH-60R helicopter that the Royal Saudi Navy received is
one of the most advanced helicopters in the world and is
capable of a multitude of missions.

“This helicopter is really a game changer,” Alshahrani said.
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“It’s the top of the line and one of the best helicopters that
the Saudi government will provide our navy and will be the
main mission helicopter of our fleet.”

Once the detachment is fully trained, 10 aircraft, including
five from Mayport, will be shipped to Saudi Arabia where a new
squadron will be stood up.

“The  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia  has  purchased  10  MH-60R
helicopters,” Miller said. “Five of those aircraft will be
homebased in Mayport for the next three years. [This one] is
the first of those aircraft. We expect one more per month for
the next four months. The remaining five aircraft will remain
in the United States until all of the remaining aircraft are
ready to be shipped back to Saudi Arabia to join the Royal
Saudi Naval fleet.”

The addition of the aircraft and the training of the Saudi
naval personnel is a step to promote global security in the
U.S. Fifth Fleet area of operations.

“This is a big milestone for us in the partnership,” Miller
said. “We look forward to providing the highest quality of
training to the Kingdom. Once the training program is complete
in about three years, we look forward to sending all of the
aircraft  and  personnel  back  home  and  strengthening  the
relationship that both nations have towards global security.

Coast Guard Airdrops Supplies
to  Disabled  Cargo  Ship  off
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Bermuda
PORTSMOUTH, Va. — The Coast Guard airdropped a large supply of
MREs  to  a  disabled  cargo  ship  approximately  1,380  miles
southeast of Bermuda Oct. 2, and continues to monitor the
situation, the Fifth Coast guard District said in a release.

The Coast Guard was notified on the morning of Sept. 30 that
the  250-foot  Tanzanian-flagged  cargo  ship,  Alta,  with  10
people onboard, became disabled while transiting from Greece
to Haiti, and was unable to make repairs. The crew reported
that they had enough food for two days and water for 15 days,
and that there were no injuries or immediate medical concerns.

The Coast Guard has been maintaining regular communications
with the vessel and utilizing the Automated Mutual-Assistance
Vessel Rescue System to find nearby vessels that may be able
to assist.

An aircrew aboard an HC-130 Hercules airplane from Air Station
Elizabeth City, North Carolina, was able to airdrop enough
food for one week to the crew Oct. 2, which was retrieved by
Alta’s crew members. The crew was reported to be in high
spirits.

The ship owner has contracted a commercial tug to tow the
vessel to Saint Maarten, which is expected to arrive at the
Alta’s location next week.

The Coast Guard continues to monitor the Alta and coordinate
rescue efforts.
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USS Shoup Arrives in Fiji to
Promote Maritime Security
SUVA, Fiji — The guided-missile destroyer USS Shoup arrived in
Suva Oct. 3 as part of the ship’s Oceania Maritime Security
Initiative (OMSI) deployment.

“Our crew is excited to be in Fiji and is ready to execute the
OMSI mission,” said Cmdr. Andy Strickland, commanding officer
of USS Shoup. “Partnering with the U.S. Coast Guard is a new
experience for us, and it will demonstrate the extensive range
of U.S. Navy assets in providing critical support to embarked
boarding teams in enforcing fishery laws.”

While in Suva, the USS Shoup will host distinguished visitors,
conduct  professional  exchanges  with  Fijian  sailors,  and
participate in community events during their port visit.

Shoup’s visit to Fiji marks the first stop in the ship’s OMSI
deployment, which is a secretary of defense program aimed at
diminishing transnational illegal activity on the high seas in
the Pacific Island nations of Oceania’s exclusive economic
zones  (EEZ)  and  enhancing  regional  security  and
interoperability  with  partner  nations.

“Illegal,  unreported  and  unregulated  fishing  undermines
efforts to conserve and manage global fish stocks,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Adam Disque, the 14th Coast Guard District response
enforcement detachment, embarked aboard Shoup. “The goal of
combined  efforts  by  the  Navy  and  Coast  Guard  through  the
Oceania Maritime Security Initiative mission is to deter these
harmful practices. In partnership with Australia, New Zealand,
France, and the Pacific Island Nations, OMSI further promotes
extended  maritime  governance  as  well  as  economic  and
environmental  stability  throughout  Oceania.”

Through bilateral agreements, the U.S. Coast Guard assists 10
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Pacific Island nations in patrolling the waters around their
EEZs. Each of the nations have territorial waters stretching
out  12  miles  from  shore.  Beyond  that,  stretching  out  200
nautical miles are EEZs, an area defined by national law that
allows each nation exclusive rights to the exploration and use
of maritime resources.

U.S. 3rd Fleet leads naval forces in the Pacific and provides
the realistic, relevant training necessary for an effective
global Navy and constantly coordinates with U.S. 7th Fleet to
plan  and  execute  missions  that  promote  ongoing  peace,
security,  and  stability  throughout  the  Pacific  theater  of
operations.

Valiant  Returns  Home
Following Counterdrug Patrol
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Valiant
returned home Oct. 3 to Naval Station Mayport following a six-
week counterdrug patrol in the Caribbean Sea, the 7th Coast
Guard District said in an Oct. 3 release.

The Valiant crew patrolled over 7,000 nautical miles in the
Caribbean in support of Joint Interagency Task Force South.
During their patrol, the crew worked closely with partner
nations such as the Netherlands.

After  careful  preparation  and  coordination,  Valiant  joined
forces with the HNLMS Friesland, a Royal Netherlands Navy
offshore patrol vessel, and the Coast Guard Cutter Richard
Dixon to ensure the safe and expeditious transfer of four
suspected drug smugglers to U.S. law enforcement officials.
The Valiant crew also contributed to an interagency operation,
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which will support the dismantling of a transnational criminal
organization.

A crew from Jacksonville’s Coast Guard Helicopter Interdiction
Tactical  Squadron  (HITRON)  joined  the  Valiant  crew  during
their counterdrug patrol. HITRON is America’s first airborne
law enforcement unit trained and authorized to employ airborne
use of force and intercept vessels suspected of transporting
illicit narcotics into the United States.

“We had a very successful patrol this summer, ensuring the
Caribbean remained a challenging and unwelcome place for drug
smugglers to operate, combatting transnational organized crime
networks, and keeping drugs off U.S. streets,” said Cmdr.
Matthew  Waldron,  Valiant’s  commanding  officer.  “My  first
patrol as commanding officer of Valiant, I couldn’t be more
proud of this crew. As always, we are excited and ready to
return to our families and friends back in our homeport of
Mayport.”

The  Valiant  is  a  multimission  210-foot  medium-endurance
cutter.  Missions  include  search  and  rescue,  maritime  law
enforcement,  marine  environmental  protection,  homeland
security, and national defense operations.

Ultra  Wins  Subcontract  as
Part  of  the  Underwater
Warfare Suite Upgrade Project
DARTMOUTH, Nova Scotia — Ultra Electronics Maritime Systems
(Ultra) has been awarded a significant contract award from
General Dynamics Mission Systems–Canada to supply the new in-
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line  transmitter  and  receiver  array  as  part  of  General
Dynamics’  successful  win  of  the  Underwater  Warfare  Suite
Upgrade (UWSU) project for the Royal Canadian Navy, Ultra said
in an Oct. 2 release.

Combined  with  the  recently  completed  Halifax-class
modernization program, the UWSU project will enable a step-
change in underwater search capability that will see Canada’s
Halifax-class frigates well-equipped for antisubmarine warfare
(ASW) operations long into the future.

Ultra’s  transmitter  solution  for  UWSU  is  a  made-in-Canada
solution  originally  conceived  at  Defence  Research  and
Development Canada Atlantic Research Laboratory. The solution
enables sound energy to be steered only in the direction of
interest, and with the transmitter and receiver combined in-
line in a single towed array, the requirement for a second
independent tow for the transmitter is eliminated — allowing
the single reelable array to be installed on the Halifax class
with minimal modification.

The  single-tow,  in-line  transmitter  also  significantly
increases  the  ship’s  operational  envelope  because  of  the
transmitter’s ability to operate at full power in shallow
waters. Ultra’s array solution for UWSU is second-generation
technology  that  has  been  operationally  proven  with
international  customers.

“We are proud that our UWSU passive-active, in-line, reelable
sonar brings to Canada an innovative low-frequency active ASW
solution  that  will  provide  a  significant  increase  in
capability for the Royal Canadian Navy,” said Bernard Mills,
president of Ultra Electronics Maritime Systems.



Navy Awards Northrop Grumman
New AARGM Contract
LOS ANGELES — The U.S. Navy has awarded Northrop Grumman Corp.
a $171 million contract for Lot 7 full-rate production (FRP)
of the AGM-88E Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided Missile (AARGM).
The  contract  will  deliver  advanced  capability  to  U.S.
warfighters  as  well  as  the  Italian  Air  Force  and  Royal
Australian Air Force to counter the accelerating proliferation
of surface-to-air threats.

“The rapid proliferation of today’s threats requires the most
advanced solution to detect and defeat surface-to-air-threats
and protect our nation and allies,” said Cary Ralston, vice
president  and  general  manager,  defense  electronic  systems,
Northrop  Grumman.  “AARGM  is  an  affordable,  game-changing
solution and we are proud to provide this capability to the
warfighter.”

AARGM is a supersonic, air-launched tactical missile system,
upgrading  legacy  AGM-88  HARM  systems  with  capability  to
perform destruction of enemy air defense missions. AARGM is
the most advanced system for pilots, with in-cockpit, real-
time electronic order of battle situational awareness against
today’s modern surface-to-air threats. It is able to rapidly
engage traditional and non-traditional advanced land- and sea-
based air-defense threats, as well as striking, time-sensitive
targets.

AARGM  is  a  U.S.  Navy  and  Italian  Air  Force  international
cooperative major acquisition program with the U.S. Navy as
the  executive  agent.  AARGM  is  currently  deployed  and
supporting operational requirements for the U.S. Navy and U.S.
Marine  Corps.  The  missile  is  integrated  into  the  weapons
systems on the FA-18C/D Hornet, FA-18E/F Super Hornet and
EA-18G Growler aircraft.
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The Italian Air Force recently completed operational testing
of AARGM on its Tornado Electronic Combat and Reconnaissance
aircraft. A series of flight tests culminated with direct hits
on  critical  air  defense  threat  targets,  confirming  the
operational  effectiveness  and  suitability  of  AARGM  on  the
Italian Air Force Tornado and allowing the Italian Air Force
to transition AARGM into operational squadrons.

Advanced  Arresting  Gear
System  Completes  Performance
Testing  for  Turboprop
Aircraft
SAN DIEGO — General Atomics Electromagnetic Systems (GA-EMS)’s
Advanced Arresting Gear (AAG) performance testing has been
successfully completed for the C-2A Greyhound, E-2C+ Hawkeye
and E-2D Advanced Hawkeye aircraft, the company announced in
an Oct. 2 release.

The testing supports the Navy’s development of a propeller
Aircraft Recovery Bulletin (ARB), which is a prerequisite for
arresting propeller aircraft aboard USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN
78). The Navy completed the performance testing of the GA-EMS
system on the Runway Arrested Landing Site (RALS) at Joint
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey.

“The AAG system is designed to arrest a broader range of
aircraft and provide higher reliability and safety margins for
the U.S. Navy’s Ford-class of aircraft carriers,” said Rolf
Ziesing,  vice  president  of  programs  at  GA-EMS.  “As  each
aircraft is brought in for testing, AAG continues to perform
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reliably,  arrestment  after  arrestment.  The  successful
turboprop  arrestments  at  RALS  mark  another  significant
milestone that moves the Navy closer to initiating recovery
testing for these aircraft aboard CVN 78.”

The AAG system has been exercised extensively, with more than
800 total roll-in and fly-in aircraft arrestments successfully
performed  at  RALS.  In  addition,  nearly  double  the
approximately  400  planned  at-sea  F/A-18  E/F  Super  Hornet
recoveries during sea trials and shakedown have been completed
aboard CVN 78. GA-EMS continues to collaborate closely with
the Naval Air Systems Command and the shipbuilder to optimize
the AAG system and the Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System
(EMALS), and support upgrades during the CVN 78 Post Shakedown
Availability (PSA).

“We continue to stress the system, analyze results, and tune
the system to ensure maximum performance,” said Dean Key,
senior director of EMALS/AAG programs at GA-EMS. “We are on
target to be ready for fleet operations when CVN 78 completes
its PSA in 2019. We are pleased with AAG’s performance and
remain focused on optimizing the system’s capabilities to meet
the daily operations and mission requirements for CVN 78 and
the  next  two  Ford-class  carriers  currently  under
construction.”

AAG  is  a  turbo-electric  system  designed  for  controlled
deceleration of aircraft. AAG is installed aboard CVN 78 along
with EMALS, which uses electromagnetic technology to launch
aircraft  from  the  deck  of  naval  aircraft  carriers.  Both
systems have been successfully tested during at-sea periods
aboard CVN 78 and are currently in production for the future
John F. Kennedy (CVN 79) and Enterprise (CVN 80) aircraft
carriers.


