
Welin  Lambie  Awarded  PO  by
U.S.  Navy  to  Supply  Ford
Class Carrier Davits

Release from Fairbanks Morse Defense 

***** 

BELOIT, Wis. – May 9, 2023 – Fairbanks Morse Defense (FMD), a
portfolio company of Arcline Investment Management (Arcline),
has been awarded a purchase order by Newport News Shipbuilding
to supply four davits through Welin Lambie for the Ford Class
aircraft carriers CVN 80 and CVN 81 (two davits per vessel).
The award follows the supply of davits for CVN 78, which just
entered  service,  and  CVN  79,  which  is  currently  under
construction.    

“This  contract  reinforces  FMD’s  position  as  a  critical
supplier  to  its  core  naval  defense  customers,”  said  Jay
McFadyen,  FMD’s  Chief  Commercial  Officer.  “With  the
introduction of Welin Lambie to the Fairbanks Morse Defense
family,  we  have  significantly  increased  our  local  service
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presence and capability to support U.S. Navy davits, ensuring
operational  availability  and  providing  assurance  to  our
sailors that they can safely carry out their duty to protect
the freedom of the seas.”  

Welin Lambie was acquired by Fairbanks Morse Defense in 2021.
The company designs and manufactures Safety of Life At-Sea
(SOLAS)  davits  used  specifically  for  the  safe  launch  and
recovery of all types of water craft from ships or shore-based
installations.  

Davits are life critical equipment that keep the more than
5,000 sailors on the Ford Class carriers safe during their
deployment. They require the high quality and through life
support to ensure the equipment is always ready to be put into
action. Underdeck davits allow Rigid Inflatable Boats (RIBs)
to be launched in all sea states (up to Sea State 5) to
support security and safety operations at sea.   

Having traditionally been a naval engine supplier, Fairbanks
Morse Defense has expanded into a single-source product and
service solutions provider for the entire vessel. Over the
last 18 months, the defense contractor has been acquiring a
number of companies, including Welin Lambie, and currently
offers a large array of best-in-class marine technologies, OEM
parts and turnkey services for the entire vessel to ensure
Navy and Coast Guard fleets are always mission ready.  

Navy  to  Commission  Guided-
Missile  Destroyer  Lenah
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Sutcliffe Higbee

Release from the U.S. Department of Defense

***** 

The Navy will commission its newest Arleigh Burke-class guided
missile  destroyer,  USS  Lenah  Sutcliffe  Higbee  (DDG  123),
during a 10:00 a.m. EDT ceremony on Saturday, May 13, in Key
West, Florida. 

Rear Admiral Cynthia Kuehner, Commander, Naval Medical Forces
Support Command and Director of the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps,
will deliver the commissioning ceremony’s principal address.
Remarks  will  also  be  provided  by  the  Honorable  Donald
Norcross, U.S. Representative, New Jersey’s 1st District and
member of the House Armed Services Committee;  the Honorable
Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of the Navy; Admiral Mike Gilday,
Chief of Naval Operations; the Honorable Teri Johnston, mayor
of Key West; and Ms. Kari Wilkinson, president of Huntington
Ingalls Industries-Ingalls Shipbuilding division. The ship’s
sponsors, Ms. Louisa Dixon, Ms. Virginia Munford, and Ms. R.
Pickett Wilson, will also be in attendance. 
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The ship’s namesake, Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee, served as the
second Superintendent of the Navy Nurse Corps in 1911, and was
also the first woman recipient of the Navy Cross. When she
entered naval service in 1908, she was one of the first 20
women,  known  as  the  “Sacred  Twenty,”  to  join  the  newly
established  Navy  Nurse  Corps  and  contributed  her  nursing
skills to the Navy during the First World War. This is the
second ship named after Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee. The first
ship, USS Higbee (DD 806), was the first combat warship named
after a female member of the U.S. Navy. 

“Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee was ahead of her time, from being one
of the first members of the Navy Nurse Corps, to being its
second Superintendent, to being the first woman to earn the
Navy Cross,” said Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro. “I am
confident that the crew who will sail USS Lenah Sutcliffe
Higbee will continue to honor and embody her trailblazing
legacy.” 

The ship will be the 72nd Arleigh Burke-class destroyer to be
commissioned,  with  17  additional  ships  currently  under
contract for the DDG 51 program. The ship is configured as a
Flight  IIA  destroyer,  which  enables  power  projection  and
delivers quick reaction time, high firepower, and increased
electronic  countermeasures  capability  for  anti-air  warfare.
The future USS Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee will be 509.5 feet long
and 59 feet wide, with a displacement of 9,496 tons. It will
be homeported in San Diego.  

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information on guided-missile destroyer
programs  can  be  found
at: https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFile
s/Article/2169871/destroyers-ddg/ 

The  ceremony  will  be  live  streamed  at:
https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/31425.  The  link  becomes
active approximately ten minutes prior to the event (9:50 a.m.
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EDT). 

Additional information about the namesake of the future USS
Lenah  Sutcliffe  Higbee  (DDG  123)  can  be  found  at:
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/people/namesakes/
lenah-higbee.html 

HII’S  INGALLS  SHIPBUILDING
HOSTS  SHIPBUILDER  ACADEMY
“SIGNING DAY” FOR HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS

Release from HII 

***** 

PASCAGOULA,  Miss.,  May  12,  2023  (GLOBE  NEWSWIRE)  —  HII’s
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(NYSE: HII) Ingalls Shipbuilding division hosted a signing day
ceremony Thursday for the 2023 graduates of its Shipbuilder
Academy program. Successfully completing the Academy’s one-
year specialized career technical education program, 23 high
school seniors were offered full-time positions at Ingalls
Shipbuilding where they will begin their careers after as
shipbuilders. 

“Today  we  celebrate  the  students  who  have  committed  to  a
technical career at Ingalls Shipbuilding and will build upon
our 85-year legacy of building the most mission-ready ships
for  our  country,”  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  Vice  President  of
Operations Donny Dorsey said. “Their decision to pursue hands-
on training and technical skills while in high school is a
testament to their innovative spirit and we applaud their
dedication to learning the critical skills needed to have a
rewarding career in their chosen trade.” 

During the ceremony, among parents and special guests, the
high  school  seniors  were  honored  much  like  high  school
athletes announcing an intended college. Each student received
and signed a contingent offer of employment highlighting their
new  position  at  the  shipyard.  Upon  their  high  school
graduation, these students will join the Ingalls workforce as
shipbuilders. 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-ingalls-shipbuilding-hosts-shipbuilde
r-academy-signing-day-2023/ 

The Ingalls Shipbuilder Academy established in 2016 with a
mission to provide enrolled students with a strong foundation
in the maritime industry and to fill shipbuilding positions at
Ingalls. The Jackson County program, now entering its eighth
year, expanded to Harrison County in 2019 and is entering into
its fifth year. Shipbuilder Academy enrolls students from 13
different high schools along the Gulf Coast including: Biloxi,
Gulfport,  West  Harrison,  Long  Beach,  Pass  Christian,
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Pascagoula, Gautier, Moss Point, East Central, Vancleave, St.
Martin, Ocean Springs and Alma Bryant. So far 355 students
have successfully completed the program and obtained National
Center  for  Construction  Education  and  Research
certifications.  

Employing more than 11,000 people, Ingalls Shipbuilding is the
largest  manufacturing  employer  in  Mississippi  and  a  major
contributor to the economic growth of Alabama. For 85 years,
Ingalls  Shipbuilding  has  designed,  built  and  maintained
amphibious ships, destroyers, and cutters for the U.S. Navy
and the U.S. Coast Guard. Our shipbuilders are honored to
build tomorrow’s fleet today. 

For more information about a career at Ingalls Shipbuilding,
visit hii.com/careers. 

U.S.  to  Increase
International  Coordination,
Presence in Strait of Hormuz
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Photo By Petty Officer 2nd Class Elliot Schaudt | 230509-N-
NH267-1023 ARABIAN GULF (May 9, 2023) Ensign Gordon Kitchener
looks out from the bridge of the guided-missile destroyer USS
Paul Hamilton (DDG 60), May 9, 2023 in the Arabian Gulf. Paul
Hamilton is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations
to help ensure maritime security and stability in the Middle
East region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class Elliot Schaudt)  see less | View Image Page
Release from NAVCENT Public Affairs 

***** 

MANAMA, BAHRAIN 

U.S. Naval Forces Central Command / U.S. 5th Fleet  

U.S. 5th Fleet is working with regional allies and partners to
increase the rotation of ships and aircraft patrolling in and
around the Strait of Hormuz following Iran’s recent unlawful
merchant vessel seizures. 
 
The increased force presence supports multinational efforts to
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deter threats to commercial shipping and reassure regional
mariners. In addition to heightened patrols, U.S. 5th Fleet is
bolstering international maritime security collaboration among
the  International  Maritime  Security  Construct  and  European
Maritime Awareness in the Strait of Hormuz. 
 
“Iran’s unwarranted, irresponsible and unlawful seizure and
harassment of merchant vessels must stop,” said Vice Adm. Brad
Cooper, commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, U.S.
5th Fleet and Combined Maritime Forces. “U.S. 5th Fleet and
our partners are committed to protecting navigational rights
in these critical waters.” 
 
Iran  has  harassed,  attacked  or  interfered  with  the
navigational  rights  of  15  internationally  flagged  merchant
vessels over the past two years. This pattern of destabilizing
behavior is contrary to international law and disruptive to
regional security. 

BOLLINGER  SHIPYARDS  DELIVERS
53rd FAST RESPONSE CUTTER TO
U.S. COAST GUARD
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Release from Bollinger Shipyards 

***** 

USCGC John  Patterson is  the  fourth  of  six  FRCs  to  be
homeported  in  Boston,  MA  

LOCKPORT, La., — (May 11, 2023) – Bollinger Shipyards LLC
(“Bollinger”) has delivered the USCGC John Patterson to the
U.S. Coast Guard in Key West, Florida. This is the 179th
vessel Bollinger has delivered to the U.S. Coast Guard over a

35-year  period  and  the  53rd Fast  Response  Cutter (“FRC”)
delivered under the current program.  

“We’re  incredibly  proud  to  deliver  another  Fast  Response
Cutter to be homeported in Boston, the birthplace of the U.S.
Coast  Guard,”  said Bollinger  President  &  C.E.O.  Ben
Bordelon. ”We’re confident that pound for pound, the quality
and capabilities of the FRC platform is unmatched, and that
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this  vessel  will  outperform  its  mission  requirements  and
expectations  in  the  challenging  conditions  where  it  will
operate in the North Atlantic. Our unique experience building
for the Coast Guard is unparalleled and has shown time and
time  again  that  we  can  successfully  deliver  the  highest
quality vessels on a reliable, aggressive production schedule.
We look forward to continuing our historic partnership with
the U.S. Coast Guard.” 

The USCGC John Patterson will be the fourth of six FRCs to be
homeported in Sector Boston, which is known as “The Birthplace
of the Coast Guard.” The sector is responsible for coastal
safety, security, and environmental protection from the New
Hampshire-Massachusetts  border  southward  to  Plymouth,
Massachusetts out to 200nm offshore. Sector Boston directs
over 1,500 Active Duty, Reserve, and Auxiliary members whose
mission is to protect and secure vital infrastructure, rescue
mariners  in  peril  at  sea,  enforce  federal  law,  maintain
navigable waterways, and respond to all hazards impacting the
maritime transportation system and coastal region. 

Each  FRC  is  named  for  an  enlisted  Coast  Guard  hero  who
distinguished themselves in the line of duty. While attached
to  an  LST  during  the  invasion  at  Anzio,  Italy,  Coxswain
Patterson volunteered as a member of a boat crew to go the
side of a burning LST during a full gale in an effort to
rescue personnel trapped below decks. Despite the fact the
blazing ship was pitching and rolling in a dangerous manner
and ammunition was exploding he aided in the rescue of a
soldier, trapped in a lower compartment and brought him to
safety. 

ABOUT THE FAST RESPONSE CUTTER PLATFORM 

The FRC is an operational “game changer,” according to senior
Coast Guard officials. FRCs are consistently being deployed in
support of the full range of missions within the United States
Coast Guard and other branches of our armed services. This is



due to its exceptional performance, expanded operational reach
and capabilities, and ability to transform and adapt to the
mission. FRCs have conducted operations as far as the Marshall
Islands—a  4,400  nautical  mile  trip  from  their  homeport.
Measuring in at 154-feet, FRCs have a flank speed of 28 knots,
state  of  the  art  C4ISR  suite  (Command,  Control,
Communications,  Computers,  Intelligence,  Surveillance,  and
Reconnaissance), and stern launch and recovery ramp for a 26-
foot, over-the-horizon interceptor cutter boat. 

U.S.,  Israel  Complete
Unmanned  Naval  Exercise  in
Gulf of Aqaba

Release from U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs
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***** 

By U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs | | May
11, 2023 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Forces from U.S. 5th Fleet completed a four-
day exercise with Israel in the Gulf of Aqaba, May 11, that
focused  on  unmanned  systems  and  artificial  intelligence
integration into maritime operations. 
 
The exercise, called Digital Shield, included members of U.S.
5th Fleet’s unmanned systems and artificial intelligence task
force, Task Force 59, as well as a MANTAS Devil Ray T-38
unmanned surface vessel. U.S. forces trained alongside Israeli
counterparts  during  maritime  awareness  and  vessel  boarding
drills. 
 
“By working together to advance unmanned systems innovation we
can enhance regional security and strengthen our collective
ability  to  address  emerging  threats,”  said  Capt.  Colin
Corridan, Task Force 59’s commander. 
 
NAVCENT  established  Task  Force  59  in  September  2021  to
integrate  new  unmanned  systems  and  artificial  intelligence
into U.S. naval operations across the Middle East. Since its
launch, the task force has operated a suite of new unmanned
systems from regional hubs in Bahrain and Aqaba, Jordan. 
 
Task Force 59 also conducted a Digital Shield exercise last
September with Israeli naval forces. The task force regularly
trains and operates with maritime partners in the Middle East
to  accelerate  the  integration  of  cutting-edge  unmanned
technology into daily operations. 
 
U.S. 5th Fleet’s area of operations encompasses approximately
2.5  million  square  miles  of  water  area  and  includes  the
Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Red Sea, parts of the Indian Ocean



and three critical choke points at the Strait of Hormuz, Suez
Canal and Strait of Bab al Mandeb. 

 
https://www.cusnc.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/3392055/
us-israel-complete-unmanned-naval-exercise-in-gulf-of-aqaba/

USCGC  Thetis  returns  home
following  66-day  multi-
mission Caribbean Sea patrol

Release from Coast guard 7th District 

***** 
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USCGC  Thetis  returns  home  following  66-day  multi-mission
Caribbean Sea patrol 

KEY WEST, Fla. – The crew of the USCGC Thetis (WMEC 910)
returned to their home port in Key West, Thursday, following a
66-day patrol in the Florida Straits and Caribbean Sea.   

Thetis’  crew  contributed  to  the  interdiction,  care  and
repatriation  of  125  migrants  from  Haiti  and  Cuba  while
patrolling  the  Seventh  Coast  Guard  District’s  area  of
responsibility in support of Operation Vigilant Sentry and
Homeland Security Taskforce — Southeast.  

During the patrol, Thetis’ crew rescued 31 Cuban migrants from
an  overcrowded,  adrift  and  homemade  vessel  in  the  South
Florida  Straits.  The  boarding  team  safely  embarked  the
migrants aboard Thetis, where Petty Officer 1st Class William
Ice, a health services technician assigned to Thetis, provided
a lifesaving emergency procedure for one of the migrants.
During another case, Thetis watch standers spotted a Haitian
sailboat in distress and provided rescue assistance to the 13
Haitians.  

Additionally, working with Bahamian Customs Department, Thetis
safely  returned  54  Haitian  migrants  to  their  point  of
departure  in  the  Bahamas  after  their  overcrowded  and
unseaworthy vessel was intercepted in transit to West Palm
Beach, Florida.  

“I am so proud of the crew’s hard work and professionalism
this patrol,” said Cmdr. Gavin Garcia, commanding officer of
Thetis. “It takes a great deal of teamwork within the ship as
well as coordination with other organizations to meet the
demands of two of the Coast Guard’s main missions in the South
Florida  Straits:  search  and  rescue  and  maritime  law
enforcement.”     

Thetis is a 270-foot Famous-class medium endurance cutter. The
cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-narcotics  operations,



migrant interdiction, living marine resources protection, and
search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations
throughout the Western Hemisphere.   

L3Harris and BigBear.ai Team
to  Deliver  Artificial
Intelligence  for  Autonomous
Surface Vessels  
***** 

LAFAYETTE, La., May 9, 2023 — L3Harris Technologies (NYSE:LHX)
entered into a teaming agreement with BigBear.ai (NYSE:BBAI)
to  deliver  advanced  autonomous  surface  vessel  (ASV)
capabilities and artificial intelligence (AI) for current and
future maritime defense programs.  

Under  the  agreement,  L3Harris’  ASView  system  will  be
integrated  with  BigBear.ai’s  forecasting  computer  vision
technology to better identify and classify vessels, enhance
situational  awareness  and  support  manned-unmanned  teaming
missions.  

“Integrating L3Harris’ ASView technology and BigBear.ai’s AI
solutions will increase our ASVs’ sophistication by improving
contact identification accuracy and pattern-of-life detection
for autonomous fleets to inform effective maneuver decisions,”
said  Anthony  Nigara,  President,  Maritime,  L3Harris.
“Partnering  with  BigBear.ai  reinforces  our  commitment  to
delivering  dependable  and  comprehensive  autonomous  C5ISR-T
capabilities to increase survivability and readiness for the

https://seapowermagazine.org/l3harris-and-bigbear-ai-team-to-deliver-artificial-intelligence-for-autonomous-surface-vessels/
https://seapowermagazine.org/l3harris-and-bigbear-ai-team-to-deliver-artificial-intelligence-for-autonomous-surface-vessels/
https://seapowermagazine.org/l3harris-and-bigbear-ai-team-to-deliver-artificial-intelligence-for-autonomous-surface-vessels/
https://seapowermagazine.org/l3harris-and-bigbear-ai-team-to-deliver-artificial-intelligence-for-autonomous-surface-vessels/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/wQEzCZ6WL2iXwn1tzsQHr?domain=l3harris.com


fleet.” 

“We are thrilled to partner with L3Harris and combine our
cutting-edge AI technology with a key leader in unmanned and
autonomous systems,” said Mandy Long, Chief Executive Officer,
BigBear.ai. “Our advanced AI capabilities enable autonomous
vessels to operate with unparalleled efficiency and safety,
supporting higher-risk missions, expanding operational reach,
and  most  importantly,  saving  lives.  As  the  battlespace
evolves,  autonomous  systems  will  play  an  increasingly
significant  role.  We  look  forward  to  the  limitless
possibilities  that  lie  ahead.”   

U.S.  Marine  Corps  activates
first-ever  Marine  Innovation
Unit,  hosts  defense
innovation roundtable event
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Release from the Marine Corps Communications Directorate 

***** 

NEWBURGH, NY, UNITED STATES 

05.05.2023 

Story  by 1st  Lt.  Kevin  Stapleton,  Marine  Forces  Reserve
(MARFORRES)  

NEWBURGH, N.Y. – In accordance with the 38th Commandant’s
Planning Guidance and Force Design 2030, U.S. Marine Corps
Forces Reserve formally activated the Marine Innovation Unit
(MIU) during an activation ceremony at Stewart Air National
Guard Base in Newburgh, New York, on Friday, May 5, 2023. 
 
The activation symbolizes the Marine Corps’ renewed focus on
innovation and experimentation in support of the Total Force
as it continues to modernize the service in preparation for
the future fight. 
 
“We are extremely grateful for the advocacy provided by Gen.
David Berger, Sgt. Maj. Troy Black, Lt. Gen. David Bellon,
Sgt. Maj. Carlos Ruiz, and other leaders around the service,”
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said Col. Matthew C. Swindle, commanding officer of MIU. “MIU
exists to act as a strategic connector between industry and
the entire Marine Corps. Our Marines are eager to provide that
critical  capability  and  enable  success  for  our  customers
throughout the Total Force.” 
 
The unit activation ceremony, hosted at the unit’s command
post in Newburgh, was widely attended by key stakeholders from
around the U.S. Department of Defense and federal government. 
 
Notable ceremony attendees included guests of honor Rep. Pat
Ryan (D-NY-18); the Honorable Carlos Del Toro, 78th Secretary
of the Navy; and Lt. Gen. David G. Bellon, commander of U.S.
Marine Corps Forces, Reserve and U.S. Marine Corps Forces,
South. 
 
Just before the ceremony, the unit hosted the Department of
the Navy’s first-ever Defense Innovation Roundtable. 
 
The roundtable discussion hosted approximately 250 guests with
representatives from industry, finance, academia, state and
federal government, and the Department of Defense to help
accelerate the transition of key capabilities from the private
sector to the national security sector. 
 
The roundtable actioned the unit’s unique connection to the
civilian talent marketplace – specifically leveraging reserve
Marines’ civilian backgrounds and experiences to tackle some
of the challenges facing today’s Marine Corps. 
 
The unit is already doing just that – in the weeks and months
leading up to the activation ceremony and roundtable, MIU
Marines  hit  the  ground  running,  conducting  several  annual
training educational periods to establish a unit-wide common
operational picture before proceeding to engage with clients
around the Marine Corps. 
 



MIU is perhaps the only place in the Marine Corps where one
might find lance corporals and lieutenant colonels working
together  on  the  same  team  to  problem  solve  while  on
“engagements”  –  or  the  unit’s  moniker  for  projects  and
supporting  activities  that  align  with  Force  Design  2030;
Talent Management 2030; or the Marine Forces Reserve Campaign
Plan 2030. 
 
Sourcing talent for these engagements does not come in the
form  of  an  operations  or  fragmentary  order.  Instead,  the
Marines self-select work based on their civilian education and
expertise once the unit’s leadership appropriately scopes an
engagement. 
 
MIU Marines are made up of chief executives; acquisitions and
contracting  experts;  professional  educators  and  investment
professionals; cyber and coding gurus; researchers and data
scientists;  and  self-funded  entrepreneurs  and  innovators  –
just to name a few of the numerous career fields that define
the service members in the unit. 
 
This is the type of civilian experience and background needed
by the Fleet Marine Force to solve some of Force Design 2030’s
chief objectives and related initiatives, which are supported
by  the  unit’s  lines  of  operation  that  target  areas  like
contested logistics; data management & integration; and even
command, control, computers, communications, cyber-defense &
intelligence,  surveillance,  reconnaissance,  and  targeting
(C5ISR-T). 
 
Whether in the form of experimentation for Force Design 2030;
modeling the way ahead for talent management, training, and
education;  or  developing  enterprise-wide  solutions  in
contested logistics as the service prepares to deploy onto the
distributed battlefields of tomorrow, the Marines of MIU are
working quickly to partner with key Active Component clients
and discover, manufacture, and implement actionable results –



at the tactical, operational, and strategic levels – around
the Corps. 
 
MIU is here to help Marines innovate and win – today and in
the  years  ahead.  And  the  unit  is  actively  recruiting  its
newest cohort of reservists before achieving full operational
capability (FOC) later this year. 
 
 
“Regardless of their uniquely qualifying civilian experience
and background, our Marines first wear the Eagle, Globe, and
Anchor on their uniforms just like all Marines,” said Sgt.
Maj. Robert K. Lusk, sergeant major of MIU. “And alongside our
colleagues in the Fleet, our Marines continue to prioritize
mission  accomplishment  by,  with,  and  through  our  partners
throughout the force.” 

Interested Marines may apply to join the unit by visiting
https://miu.applytojob.com. Prospective candidates may submit
applications through May 21, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. PDT, with
selection results released on or about June 30, 2023. 
 
To  learn  more  about  MIU,  please  visit
https://www.marforres.marines.mil/MIU/.  

Marines  receive  first  MQ-9
Reaper  under  latest
procurement contract 
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Release from Naval Air Systems Command 

***** 

NAVAL  AIR  SYSTEMS  COMMAND,  PATUXENT  RIVER,  Md.–The  Marine
Corps recently received the first of eight MQ-9 Reapers, which
was delivered under a joint contract with the U.S. Air Force. 

The Navy’s Multi-Mission Tactical Unmanned Air System program
team (PMA-266) at Pax River leveraged the U.S. Air Force’s
Agile  Reaper  Enterprise  Solution  (ARES),  an  Indefinite
Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) type contract, to procure
U.S. Air Force MQ-9 Reaper aircraft, associated spares, and
support equipment for the Marine Corps.  

The  Air  Force  has  enabled  the  Marine  Corps  to  move  fast
standing up the Medium Altitude Long Endurance portion of the
Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF) Uncrewed Expeditionary
(MUX) family of systems, a key component of Marine Corps Force

https://www.navair.navy.mil/news/Marines-receive-first-MQ-9-Reaper-under-latest-procurement-contract/Wed-05102023-1334


Design 2030 

“The U.S. Air Force has been a great partner and a major
enabler in the Marine Corps’ pursuit to acquire group 5 UAS,”
said Lt. Col Leigh Irwin, Marine Corps MQ-9 program director
for PMA-266. “Group 5 UAS will give the Marines the ability to
conduct  ISR  [intelligence,  surveillance  and  reconnaissance]
and network extensions in support of the MAGTF in support of
stand-in forces and the Joint Force.” 

Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron (VMU)-1 in Yuma will
utilize this aircraft for operational missions overseas, she
said. 

The MQ-9 Reaper is filling an immediate need for a long-range,
long-endurance, land-based Group 5 UAS to conduct ISR and data
relay in the Indo-Pacific Command area of responsibility. 

Currently, the Marine Corps has two operational MQ-9A aircraft
to support a wide range of operations such as coastal and
border  surveillance,  weapons  tracking,  embargo  enforcement,
humanitarian  assistance  /disaster  relief,  peacekeeping  and
counter-narcotic operations. 


