
Bollinger  Submits  Proposal
for  Coast  Guard  Offshore
Patrol Cutters

An  early  illustration  of  an  Offshore  Patrol  Cutter  (OPC)
prototype. U.S. COAST GUARD
LOCKPORT, La. — Bollinger Shipyards, a privately held designer
and  builder  of  steel  military  and  commercial  vessels,
submitted on June 11 its proposal to the United States Coast
Guard to build Stage 2 of the Heritage-class Offshore Patrol
Cutter (OPC) program, the company said in a release.

If chosen, Bollinger would construct and deliver a total of 11
vessels to the U.S. Coast Guard over the next decade, helping
sustain the Bollinger workforce through 2031. The initial OPCs
are being built by Eastern Shipbuilding Group, although the
program suffered a setback when Eastern’s Florida shipyard was
damaged by Hurricane Michael in 2018.

“Bollinger is the right shipyard at the right time to build
the Offshore Patrol Cutter program for the U.S. Coast Guard.”
said Ben Bordelon, Bollinger president and CEO. “Our long
history building for the Coast Guard is unparalleled and has
shown time and time again that Bollinger can successfully
deliver  the  highest  quality  vessels  on  an  aggressive
production  schedule.”  

Bollinger has been actively involved in every step of the U.S.
Coast Guard’s OPC acquisition process, including execution of
the Stage 1 Preliminary and Contract Design, where the company
was  included  in  the  final  three  shipyards,  as  well  as
execution  of  the  OPC  Stage  2  industry  study.  This  unique
experience ensures Bollinger’s understanding of every detail
and aspect of the program. 
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Bordelon continued, “Bollinger has the existing capability and
capacity using our proven serial production build strategy and
an experienced management team and workforce. Our production
approach is based on our established and mature processes and
tools,  which  integrate  design  development,  production,  and
lifecycle considerations. Our unique experience results in a
reliable production schedule and cost so that we can deliver
high-quality vessels on time and on budget.” 

Notably, in its current program for the U.S. Coast Guard,
Bollinger has delivered Sentinel-class Fast Response Cutter
hulls 1139 through 1144 a total of 127 days ahead of the
contract schedule, despite the incredible challenges of the
COVID-19 global pandemic and a historic hurricane season in
the Gulf of Mexico impacting Louisiana’s coast. 

Bollinger  has  a  long  history  building  for  the  U.S.  Coast
Guard, delivering 170 vessels in the last three decades alone.
This includes the Island Class (49 delivered), the Marine
Protector Class (77 delivered), and now the Sentinel Class (44
of 64 delivered to date). 


