Coast Guard Offloads More
than $138M in Drug
Interdictions 1in Caribbean
Sea
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USCGC Valiant (WMEC 621) crew members pause for a group photo
with pallets of drugs before offloading at Port Everglades in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, June 6, 2025. The Valiant crew
offloaded more than $132 million in illicit drugs interdicted
in the Caribbean Sea. (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer
1st Class Diana Sherbs)

From U.S. Coast Guard 7th District, June 6, 2025

MIAMI —-U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Valiant’'s crew offloaded 17,450
pounds of cocaine and 2,585 pounds of marijuana worth $132
million, Friday, at Port Everglades.

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Vigorous crew offloaded approximately
840 pounds of cocaine worth an estimated $6.2 million,
Thursday, at Coast Guard Base Miami Beach.
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The seized contraband was the result of six interdictions in
the Caribbean Sea by Coast Guard and interagency partners.

“I am incredibly proud of our Valiant team and how they
exemplify American values. They sacrifice time away from their
families and when necessary, put themselves in harm’s way to
secure our borders and protect the American people,” said
Cmdr. Matthew Press, commanding officer of Valiant.
“Collaborating with the United States Navy, Royal Canadian,
and Royal Netherlands Navies, our multinational team disrupted
transnational criminal organizations making the world a safer
place.”

On May 19, a maritime patrol aircraft located a suspicious
vessel approximately 85 miles north of Aruba. Valiant’'s crew
interdicted the vessel and seized approximately 2,645 pounds
of cocaine.

On May 22, a maritime patrol aircraft located a suspicious
vessel approximately 170 miles north of Aruba. Valiant’s crew
interdicted the vessel and seized approximately 7,750 pounds
of cocaine.

On May 25, a maritime patrol aircraft located a suspicious
vessel approximately 290 miles south of the Dominican
Republic. USS Gravely’'s crew and embarked U.S. Coast Guard Law
Enforcement Detachment 401 interdicted the vessel and seized
approximately 840 pounds of cocaine. The narcotics were
transferred to the Vigorous.

On May 29, a maritime patrol aircraft located a suspicious
vessel approximately 140 miles south of the Dominican
Republic. His Majesty’s Canadian Ship William Hall'’s crew and
embarked Coast Guard LEDET 103 interdicted the vessel and
seized approximately 750 pounds of cocaine. The narcotics were
transferred to the Valiant.

On May 29, a maritime patrol aircraft located a suspicious
vessel approximately 15 miles north of Venezuela. The Royal
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Netherlands Navy ship HNLMS Friesland crew and embarked Coast
Guard LEDET 404 interdicted the vessel and seized
approximately 4,050 pounds of cocaine and 2,585 pounds of
marijuana. The narcotics were transferred to the Valiant.

On May 31, a maritime patrol aircraft located a suspicious
vessel approximately 185 miles north of Colombia. HMCS William
Hall’s crew and embarked Coast Guard LEDET 103 interdicted the
vessel and seized approximately 2,250 pounds of cocaine. The
narcotics were transferred to the Valiant.

The following crews assisted with interdiction operations:

= Joint Interagency Task Force-South (JIATF-S)

= U.S. Coast Guard Tactical Law Enforcement Team South

= U.S. Coast Guard Tactical Law Enforcement Team Pacific

= USS Gravely (DDG 107)

» U.S. Navy Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 74

» Royal Netherlands Navy ship HNLMS Friesland (P-842)

= HMCS William Hall (AOPV 433)

= Seventh Coast Guard District watchstanders

Detecting and interdicting illicit drug traffickers on the
high seas involves significant interagency and international
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coordination. Joint Interagency Task Force-South, in Key West,
conducts the detection and monitoring of aerial and maritime
transit of illegal drugs. Once an interdiction becomes
imminent, the law enforcement phase of the operation begins,
and control of the operation shifts to the U.S. Coast Guard
for the interdiction and apprehension phases. Interdictions in
the Caribbean Sea are performed by members of the U.S. Coast
Guard under the authority and control of the Seventh Coast
Guard District, headquartered in Miami.

These interdictions relate to Organized Crime Drug Enforcement
Task Forces’ Strike Force 1initiatives and designated
investigations. OCDETF identifies, disrupts, and dismantles
the highest-level criminal organizations that threaten the
United States using a prosecutor-led, intelligence-driven,
multi-agency approach. Additional information about the OCDETF
program can be found at https://www.justice.gov/OCDETF.

USCGC Valiant is a 210-foot medium-endurance cutter homeported
in Jacksonville under U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area

Command .

USCGC Vigorous is a 210-foot medium-endurance cutter
homeported in Virginia Beach, Virginia under U.S. Coast Guard
Atlantic Area Command.

For breaking news, follow us on X (formerly Twitter). For
additional information, find us on Facebook and follow us
on Instagram.

Latest Polar Icebreaker USCGC
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Storis Departs on First
Voyage

PASCAGOULA, Miss. — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis 1is
shown here underway, June 3, 2025. The Storis is the Coast
Guard’s first new polar icebreaker acquisition in 25 years and
will expand U.S. operational presence in the Artic Ocean.
Photos courtesy of Edison Chouest Offshore.

From U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, June 4, 2025

PASCAGOULA, Mississippi — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Storis
(WAGB 21), the Coast Guard’s first polar icebreaker acquired
in more than 25 years, departed on its initial voyage to
safeqguard U.S. sovereign interests in the Arctic and conduct
Coast Guard missions.

Storis’ departure marks an early milestone in the service'’s
transformation through Force Design 2028 (FD2028), which
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includes reforming Coast Guard acquisitions to rapidly deploy
capabilities to execute the Coast Guard’s missions.

The motor vessel Aivig, acquired Dec. 20, 2024, from an Edison
Chouest Offshore subsidiary, was renamed Storis following
modifications to enhance communications and self-defense
capabilities. The vessel will expand U.S. operational presence
in the Arctic and support Coast Guard missions while the
service awaits the delivery of the Polar Security Cutter (PSC)
class. The Coast Guard will continue evaluating the cutter’s
condition and requirements to achieve full operational
capability.

Storis is commanded by Captain Keith M. Ropella who currently
serves as chief of cutter forces at Coast Guard Headquarters
in Washington D.C., and previously commanded Coast Guard
Cutter Polar Star (WAGB 10), from July 2022 to July 2024.

The vessel is manned with a hybrid crew consisting of military
cuttermen and civilian mariners. This is the second vessel in
Coast Guard history to bear the name Storis. The original
Storis, known as the “Galloping Ghost of the Alaskan Coast,”
had a storied history conducting 64 years of icebreaking
operations 1in Alaska and the Arctic before being
decommissioned in 2007.

Storis will be commissioned this August in Juneau, Alaska,
which will eventually be the vessel’s permanent homeport.
Until the necessary shore infrastructure improvements are
completed in Juneau, Storis will be temporarily berthed in
Seattle, Washington, with the Service’s two other polar
icebreakers.

The acquisition was made possible through the Don Young Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 2022 and fiscal year 2024
appropriations. It does not affect the ongoing procurement of
PSCs and is not part of the PSC program of record.

The Coast Guard operates the United States’ fleet of
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icebreakers to assure access to the polar regions to protect
U.S. sovereignty. To fulfill this mission and meet operational
needs in the polar regions, the Coast Guard requires a fleet
of eight to nine polar icebreakers. In support of the
President’s intent to acquire at least 40 new icebreakers, the
Coast Guard is working to replace, modernize and grow its
aging fleet of icebreakers, which currently includes three
polar icebreakers, 21 domestic icebreakers and 16 ice-capable
buoy tenders. As the United States’ third polar icebreaker,
Storis will provide near-term operational presence and support
national security as a bridging strategy until the full
complement of PSCs is delivered.

Announced by Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi Noem on May
21, FD 2028 is a blueprint to transform the Coast Guard into a
stronger, more ready and capable fighting force. This
initiative will include campaigns focused on people,
organization, contracting and acquisition, and technology. You
can read more about FD 2028 here: Force Design 2028.

Coast Guard Cutter Diligence
Returns Home After 61l1l-day
Counter-Drug and Fisheries
Patrol
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Coast Guard Cutter Diligence (WMEC 616) crew members seize
approximately 40 pounds of cocaine from a disabled sailing
vessel in the Caribbean Sea, April 24, 2025. Diligence’s crew
conducted a 61-day counter-drug and fisheries patrol in the
Caribbean Sea and Gulf of America. (U.S. Coast Guard photo)

From U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, June 2, 2025

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Diligence
(WMEC 616) returned to their home port in Pensacola, May 21,
following a 61-day patrol in the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of
America, where crew members conducted counter-drug operations
and fisheries boardings to enforce U.S. federal law at sea and
protect America’s maritime boundary.

Diligence deployed in support of Joint Interagency Task Force
— South (JIATF-S) while underway in the Seventh Coast Guard



District’s area of responsibility. Crew members worked closely
with international and interagency partners to disrupt drug
trafficking ventures in the Caribbean Sea.

While at sea, the crew interdicted two separate drug-smuggling
vessels suspected of drug trafficking and provided logistical
support to partners for several additional interdictions.

On April 12, Diligence interdicted a vessel suspected of drug
smuggling. After a pursuit and use of disabling fire, crew
members gained control of the go-fast style vessel. After
retrieving 28 bales of jettisoned marijuana, the crew of
Diligence seized approximately 1,660 pounds of marijuana in
total and apprehended the three suspected smugglers on board.

On April 23, a military patrol aircraft located a disabled
sailing vessel approximately 170 miles off Colombia. Coast
Guard Cutter Diligence’s crew boarded the vessel and seized
approximately 40 pounds of cocaine.

During patrol, Diligence worked with the Royal Netherlands
navy offshore patrol vessel HNLMS Groningen (P 843), U.S. Navy
assets, Tactical Law Enforcement Team — Pacific (PACTACLET),
and Coast Guard Cutters Campbell (WMEC 909), Venturous (WMEC
625) and John Patterson (WPC 1153). The <collective
interoperability of these units highlights the importance of
multi-national and interagency cooperation in support of
maritime counter-drug operations.

While underway in the Eighth Coast Guard District’s area of
responsibility, the crew conducted fisheries enforcement
missions while underway in the Gulf of America. While
patrolling near the maritime boundary 1line near Mexico,
Diligence’s law enforcement teams conducted five boardings of
U.S. commercial fishing vessels. These inspections ensured
compliance with federal safety standards and fishery
management regulations, supporting the Coast Guard’s mission
to promote safe and sustainable fishing practices.
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While moored in Galveston, Texas, Diligence was opened to the
public and the crew provided over 100 tours, sharing
information about the ship and the Coast Guard’s missions.

“Our success during this recent patrol is tied to a much
broader effort that includes regional and interagency
partners, said Cmdr. Nolan Cain, commanding officer of
Diligence. “The crew continues to work incredibly hard to
secure the maritime border and bring narcotics traffickers to
justice. A special thanks to the City of Galveston for hosting
us during two port calls.”

Based in San Diego, California, PACTACLET personnel provide
counter-narcotic law enforcement capabilities and support the
interdiction, apprehension and processing of suspected drug
smugglers. PACTACLET members are skilled in law enforcement
boarding procedures at sea and are critical for mission
execution.

Detecting and interdicting illicit drug traffickers on the
high seas involves significant interagency and international
coordination. JIATF-S, in Key West, conducts the detection and
monitoring of aerial and maritime transit of illegal drugs.
Once an interdiction becomes imminent, the law enforcement
phase of the operation begins, and control of the operation
shifts to the U.S. Coast Guard for the interdiction and
apprehension phases. Interdictions in the Caribbean Sea are
performed by members of the U.S. Coast Guard under the
authority and control of the Seventh Coast Guard District,
headquartered in Miami.

Diligence 1is a 210-foot, Reliance-class medium endurance
cutter. Its primary missions include counter-drug and migrant
interdiction operations, enforcement of federal fishery laws,
and search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard
operations throughout the Western Hemisphere.

For information on how to join the U.S. Coast Guard,



visit GoCoastGuard.com to learn about active duty, reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here.

Coast Guard Cutter William
Hart Returns Home
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A crew member of Coast Guard Cutter William Hart (WPC 1134)
embraces his family on the pier at Coast Guard Base Honolulu,
May 31, 2025. The crew of the William Hart traveled more than
7,000 nautical miles during their 46-day patrol of Oceania.
(U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Avery
Tibbets)

Coast Guard 14th District External Affairs, May 31, 2025

HONOLULU — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter William Hart (WPC
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1134) returned to Honolulu Saturday following a 46-day patrol
in support of Coast Guard District Fourteen’s Operation Blue
Pacific in Oceania.

The William Hart crew departed Coast Guard Base Honolulu in
April and traveled more than 7,000 nautical miles spanning
from the Hawaiian Islands to the Kingdom of Tonga. Patrolling
in support of Operation Blue Pacific, the cutter’s crew worked
alongside Pacific Island Countries to enhance maritime domain
awareness, combat illegal fishing activities and reinforce a
shared commitment to maritime governance and regional
stability.

Reinforcing U.S. border security and territorial integrity,
the William Hart crew also patrolled U.S. and neighboring
Exclusive Economic Zones, including those in American Samoa.
These operations advanced the United States’ commitment to
securing our borders and maritime approaches to detect, deter,
and interdict illegal activities and threats to the
homeland.

Leveraging existing bilateral maritime law enforcement
agreements, the William Hart crew conducted seven vessel
boardings and seven observation reports alongside Pacific
Island law enforcement partners within the respective
exclusive economic zones. The cutter’s crew also conducted two
fishery boardings on the high seas in concert with the Western
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, addressing illegal,
unreported, and unregulated fishing within the region.

During William Hart’s patrol, the crew made port calls in
American Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa. The crew hosted tours
for members of the Fijian Navy, U.S. Embassy Nuku’alofa, and
the Tongan Royal Navy. The crew also engaged with the next
generation of maritime professionals, providing tours for
students from the National University of Samoa Maritime School
and the Ministry of Police Maritime Division. A sporting event
hosted by the Tongan Royal Navy, alongside personnel from an



Australian naval vessel, further solidified regional
camaraderie. In Samoa, a dinner hosted by the Australian
Embassy served to strengthen diplomatic and maritime
partnerships.

“This patrol emphasizes the Coast Guard’s vital role in
promoting maritime security and regional stability throughout
Oceania, while safequarding U.S. interests” said Lt. Cmdr.
Stephen A. Hills, commanding officer of the William Hart. “Our
crew worked alongside our Pacific partners to strengthen
maritime governance, counter illegal fishing and narcotics
trafficking and build lasting relationships that enhance
safety and sovereignty across the region.”

The William Hart is the third 154-foot Sentinel-class fast
response cutter homeported in Honolulu. The cutter’s primary
missions are maritime law enforcement, search and rescue and
national defense.

USS Gravely and U.S. Coast
Guard Conduct Drug
Interdiction 1in Caribbean
Sea
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CARIBBEAN SEA (May 25, 2025) Coast Guardsmen assigned to U.S.
Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) 401, and
Sailors assigned to the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Gravely (DDG 107), prepare to transfer bails of
cocaine seized during a maritime interdiction operation (MIO)
while underway in the Caribbean Sea. U.S. Navy assets are
deployed under U.S. Northern Command’s maritime homeland
defense authorities with a U.S. Coast Guard Law Enforcement
Detachment embarked to enable maritime interdiction missions
to prevent the flow of illegal drugs and other illegal
activity. U.S. Northern Command is working together with the
Department of Homeland Security to provide additional military
forces and capabilities at the southern border. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ryan
Williams)

by U.S. 2nd Fleet Public Affairs, May 29, 2025

CARIBBEAN SEA — The Arleigh Burke-class guided missile
destroyer USS Gravely (DDG 107) seized an estimated 860 pounds
of illegal drugs from a vessel in the Caribbean Sea, May 25.

The interdiction by Gravely was conducted by the ship’s Visit,
Board, Search and Seizure (VBSS) team alongside a U.S. Coast
Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) assigned to the
ship.

“I am incredibly impressed by the professionalism and prompt
action executed by the Sailors and Coast Guardsmen aboard
Gravely! Seamless integration of U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast
Guard maritime assets is integral to border protection — this
is an excellent example of that teamwork,” said Vice Adm. Doug
Perry, Commander, U.S. 2nd Fleet. “Border security is national
security. Gravely'’s deployment highlights our dedication - and
the Nation’s dedication — to maritime homeland defense
priorities.”

Gravely’'s VBSS team boarded a vessel of interest. The team
discovered and seized 19 bales of cocaine, with an approximate
weight of 860 pounds and an estimated value of $13,650,000.
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U.S. Navy forces are deployed under U.S. Northern Command’s
maritime homeland defense authorities with a LEDET embarked to
enable maritime interdiction missions to prevent the flow of
illegal drugs and other illegal activity.

Since entering the Gulf of America March 15, Gravely has
received support from P-8 aircraft assigned to Naval Air
Station Jacksonville, Fla., allowing for enhanced and
increased identification of illicit activity for the embarked
Coast Guard LEDET in the Gulf of America and the U.S. 2nd
Fleet and U.S. 4th Fleet areas of operation.

Utilizing the Coast Guard’s jurisdiction, Gravely employs
LEDET personnel to perform vessel boardings, searches, and
seizures in U.S. and international waters, targeting drug
trafficking, illegal immigration, and transnational crime with
a nexus at the U.S. southern border. With the LEDET’s tactical
expertise guiding interdiction efforts, Gravely harnesses its
advanced surveillance systems and mobility to locate and
intercept suspect vessels, effectively extending Coast Guard
authority through naval power to enhance maritime security
operations. This collaboration ensures a robust, legally
empowered response to maritime threats, strengthening U.S.
border protection efforts.

U.S. 2nd Fleet, reestablished in 2018 in response to the
changing global security environment, develops and employs
maritime forces ready to fight across multiple domains in the
Atlantic and Arctic in order to ensure access, deter
aggression and defend U.S., allied, and partner interests.



Leidos Acquires Kudu
Dynamics, Advancing AT
Capabilities For Cyber
Warfighters

RESTON, Va. (May 28, 2025) — Leidos (NYSE:LDOS) announced
today that it has acquired Kudu Dynamics, accelerating Leidos'’
rapid scaling of artificial intelligence (AI)-enabled cyber
capabilities for defense, intelligence and homeland security
customers.

Leidos’ extensive current Al-enabled cyber offerings arm users
with the rapid capability and scale needed to automate
vulnerability detection, enhance novel defenses, neutralize
attacker advantages and evade adversary defenses. Acquiring
Kudu Dynamics will accelerate Leidos’ strategy for AI-enabled
offensive cyber, electromagnetic spectrum operations and
vulnerability research.

Founded in 2013, Kudu Dynamics has rapidly grown its work
across the Department of Defense, leading the industry 1in
automated targeting, scalable hardware reverse engineering and
the generation of other non-kinetic effects.

“Kudu’s ability to generate new cyber capabilities with AI
perfectly complements our strategy to rapidly grow
differentiated offensive cyber technology capabilities,” said

Leidos Chief Executive Officer Tom Bell. “This acquisition
underlines Leidos’s commitment to continue to build smarter
full-spectrum cyber capabilities, so that the U.S. and its
allies dominate the cyber warfighting domain.”

“We’'re excited to deliver the next level of capabilities to
our customers as we bring together the highly innovative cyber
professionals and disruptive technologies of Kudu with the
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scale, resources and experience of Leidos,” said Kudu
Dynamics’ Founder and CEO Mike Frantzen. “In Leidos, we've
found a partner who shares our ethic of purposeful innovation
in support of our nation’s most critical missions.”

The Kudu Dynamics purchase marks Leidos’ first acquisition in
two-and-a-half years. Increasing investment in the company’s
already formidable cyber capabilities 1is among the five
strategic growth pillars of its new NorthStar 2030 strategy,
developed through a year of deep strategic thinking 1in
2024 .

The approximately $300 million all-cash acquisition closed May
23.

Advisors

Baird served as exclusive financial advisor to Kudu Dynamics
on this transaction.

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Stratton Commences Months-
Long Indo-Pacific Patrol
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The Legend-class USCGC Stratton (WMSL 752) (background) sails
alongside a Philippine Coast Guard vessel as Stratton arrives
in Puerto Princesa, Philippines, May 16, 2025. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class William Kirk)

From U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area, May 24, 2025

PUERTO PRINCESA, Philippines — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Stratton (WMSL 752) and its crew departed Puerto Princesa,
Philippines, Monday, after in-port engagements and visits with
the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), the U.S. Ambassador to the
Republic of the Philippines MaryKay Carlson, U.S. embassy
staff, and PCG District Palawan senior leadership.

Stratton’s visit to Puerto Princesa marked the first
international port call of their months-long deployment to the

Indo-Pacific region.

Following their departure, Stratton’s crew conducted a

bilateral Maritime Cooperative Activity (MCA) with the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and the PCG within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone. The MCA included exercises 1in
maritime domain awareness, division tactics, maneuvering, and
visit, board, search and seizure procedures.
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These engagements demonstrate the U.S. commitment to maritime
governance that supports security, freedom and prosperity in
the region.

The U.S. Coast Guard serves as a unique instrument of national
power, bridging defense, diplomacy and law enforcement to
further national objectives and mutual interests with allies
and partners like the Philippine Coast Guard.

During the visit, Stratton’s commanding officer, Capt. Brian
Krautler, welcomed Amb. Carlson, PCG Commandant Adm. Ronnie
Gil Gavan, and senior PCG leaders aboard Stratton,
highlighting U.S. Coast Guard interoperability with allies.

“Our alliance with the Philippine Coast Guard has cultivated a
close, collaborative maritime partnership—this is Stratton’s
second deployment to the Philippines during my two years
aboard as commanding officer,” Krautler said. “Our enduring
partnership enables combined effects and cooperation across a
broad spectrum of engagements and operations. Stratton’s
deployment to the Indo-Pacific will further strengthen our
relationships with allied coast guards and services throughout
the region.”

The U.S. Coast Guard works closely with regional allies to
deliver a broad range of capabilities in support of a
prosperous and secure Indo-Pacific. Multilateral operations
like the at-sea MCA and in-port engagements enhance
cooperation, improve 1interoperability and strengthen
readiness.

While moored, Krautler and Stratton’s leaders also met with
the WESTCOM Commander PCG District Palawan for a pre-sail
planning meeting to discuss bilateral search and rescue
exercises (SAREX) to enhance cooperation. At-sea operations
and exercises with the Philippine Coast Guard will strengthen
the ability to execute coordinated maritime operations and



enhance overall mission readiness. |

The U.S. Coast Guard’s commitment to a prosperous and secure
Indo-Pacific requires working closely with regional allies,
allowing the service to improve its logistics flexibility to
better deliver a broad range of capabilities.

During the patrol, Stratton is scheduled to engage with
regional partners and participate in joint operations aimed at
enhancing maritime safety and security. Throughout its Indo-
Pacific deployment, Stratton is assigned to Destroyer Squadron
(DESRON) 15, the Navy'’s largest DESRON and the U.S. 7th
Fleet’s principal surface force. DESRON 15 regularly assumes
tactical control of surface units operating in the area.

Stratton’s port call to the Philippines marks the cutter’s
third visit following stops in 2019 and 2023. Consistent U.S.
Coast Guard national security cutter deployments to the region
demonstrate the U.S. commitment to strong maritime governance
that supports security, freedom and prosperity in the Western
Pacific.

Commissioned in 2012, Stratton is one of ten Legend-class
national security cutters and one of four homeported 1in
Alameda, California. National security cutters are 418 feet
long, 54 feet wide and have a 4,600 long-ton displacement with
a top speed of 28 knots, a range of 12,000 nautical miles and
can hold a crew of up to 170. National security cutters
routinely conduct operations throughout the Pacific, where
their combination of range, speed and ability to operate in
extreme weather provides mission flexibility.

The namesake of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Stratton is Capt.
Dorothy Stratton, who led the service’s all-female reserve
force during World War II. Dorothy Stratton was the first
female commissioned officer in the Coast Guard and commanded
more than 10,000 personnel. The ship’s motto is “We can’t



afford not to.”

U.S. and Philippine Coast
Guards Conduct Maritime
Cooperative Activity

The Legend-class USCGC Stratton (WMSL 752), middle, sails with
Philippine Coast Guard Teresa Magbanua-class patrol vessel BRP
Melchora Aquino (MRRV-9702), top, in the Sulu Sea, May 20,
2025. Stratton is deployed and assigned to Destroyer Squadron
(DESRON) 15, the Navy's largest DESRON and the U.S. 7th
Fleet’s principal surface force. (Courtesy photo)

By Commander, Task Force 71/Destroyer Squadron 15, May 21,
2025
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SULU SEA - The Armed Forces of the Philippines, the
Philippine Coast Guard, and the United States Coast Guard
(USCG), demonstrating a collective commitment to strengthen
regional and international cooperation in support of a free
and open Indo-Pacific, conducted a bilateral Maritime
Cooperative Activity (MCA) within the Philippines’ Exclusive
Economic Zone, May 20.

This iteration builds upon previous MCAs and our continuing
operations together, which strengthen the interoperability of
our defense/armed forces doctrines, tactics, techniques, and
procedures.

MCAs are conducted in a manner that is consistent with
international law and with due regard to the safety and
navigational rights and freedoms of all nations.

Participating units included the Legend-class cutter USCGC
Stratton (WMSL-752) and a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol and
reconnaissance aircraft from the U.S. Navy, as well as the
Philippine Navy'’'s Gregorio del Pilar-class patrol ship BRP
Ramon Alcaraz (PS16); Acero-class patrol gunboats BRP Gener
Tinangag (PG903) and BRP Domingo Deluana (PG905); an AW109
naval helicopter; the Philippine Air Force’s Super Tucano and
Sokol helicopters; and the Philippine Coast Guard’s Teresa
Magbanua-class patrol vessel BRP Melchora Aquino (MRRV 9702).

“Maritime Cooperative Activities help us continue to build
strong military-to-military ties with our Philippine navy
allies,” said Vice Adm. Fred Kacher, commander, U.S. 7th
Fleet. “With each iteration, these operations further advance
our collective efforts to preserve regional stability in this
critical part of the world.”

This iteration of the MCA included exercises in maritime
domain awareness, division tactics, maneuvering, and Visit,
Board, Search and Seizure.



“The U.S. Coast Guard has a significant presence in the Indo-
Pacific region,” said Capt. Brian Krautler, Stratton’'s
commanding officer. “On our Western Pacific deployments, we
frequently engage with partner nations through professional
exchanges and capacity building, as shown with this operation.
This 1is an opportunity to reinforce vital links with our
counterparts who mutually value the preservation of a free,
secure and open maritime environment.”

The U.S., along with our allies and partners, upholds the
right to freedom of navigation and overflight and other
internationally lawful uses of the sea related to those
freedoms.

USCGC Stratton is underway in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of
operations in support of a secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific
region.

U.S. 7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy'’s largest forward-deployed
numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with
allies and partners in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific
region.

Noem Delivers USCG Academy
Commencement Address,
Announces New Coast Guard
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Leadership

From Headquarters, U.S. Coast Guard, May 21, 2025

NEW LONDON, Conn. — Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi Noem
announced Force Design 2028 (FD2028) Wednesday during the
Coast Guard Academy commencement ceremony.

This initiative provides a blueprint to transform the Coast
Guard into a stronger, more ready and capable fighting force.

Speaking at the ceremony, Noem expressed respect for the
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Service and committed to advocating for funding support.
Noem’s FD2028 executive report outlines a vision for the Coast
Guard’s future.

“Now, more than ever, the American people need a strong and
capable Coast Guard,” said Noem. “The Coast Guard must not
simply evolve. It must revolutionize how it functions and
operates to ensure decisive advantage over adversaries. This
requires a fundamental change. Force Design 2028 is the bold
blueprint needed to drive urgent action and win.”

Noem also announced President Donald J. Trump’s nomination of
Adm. Kevin E. Lunday to serve as the 28th commandant of the
Coast Guard. Lunday will continue serving as acting commandant
until confirmed by the U.S. Senate.

The 28th commandant will lead the Coast Guard through a
historic period of change. Under their leadership, we will
establish the first Coast Guard service secretary and
facilitate the implementation of FD2028. FD2028 will re-shape
how the Coast Guard functions and operates to ensure decisive
advantage over adversaries.

“Now 1s the time for fundamental change,” said
Lunday. "Secretary Noem has said that we must reinvigorate the
Coast Guard or risk strategic failure. I am honored to lead
our Coast Guard men and women in this historic effort to renew
the service for the future.”

FD2028 outlines several key initiatives and campaign areas:

Establish a service secretary: This initiative
establishes a legislatively authorized, secretary of the
Coast Guard nominated by the president and confirmed by
the Senate. This secretary would report directly to the
secretary of homeland security and provide civilian
leadership, oversight, accountability and advocacy, with
authorities comparable to secretaries of other military


https://www.uscg.mil/Leadership/Commandants-Initiatives/ForceDesign2028/

services.

 People: Recognizing that the workforce is at the core of
the Service, FD2028 seeks to grow the Coast Guard’s
military workforce by at least 15,000 members by the end
of fiscal year 2028 to restore readiness and support a
growing fleet and new capabilities. Initiatives include
transforming the workforce by aligning with the
president’s executive order on “Restoring America’s
Fighting Force” and instituting a physical fitness test,
modernizing enlisted accessions and investing in
recruiting incentives, 1investing in officer leader
growth through various programs, revitalizing the Coast
Guard Reserve with a focus on mobilization readiness and
streamlining policies and processes for the civilian
workforce.

» Organizational Design: FD2028 will reform the Coast
Guard’s organizational structure to become more
effective, enabling a leaner, more agile and
strategically focused Headquarters by streamlining
processes and eliminating redundancies. Key initiatives
include designing the future force to win by embracing
strategic planning and establishing a futures
development and integration function, creating program
executive offices for a systems-focused approach to
acquisitions and sustainment, establishing a Deployable
Specialized Forces command for improved integration and
interoperability, strengthening Coast Guard Cyber
Command to address cyber and space threats, transferring
operational and service-delivery functions out of
Headquarters.

» Technology: FD2028 will position the Coast Guard to



become a leader in the adoption and use of advanced
technology, human-machine teaming and data. Initiatives
include creating Coastal Sentinel, a next-generation
integrated sensor network leveraging artificial
intelligence for unprecedented threat identification,
supporting a revitalized U.S. maritime industry by
replacing antiquated systems for vessel registration and
mariner credentials, supporting workforce growth with a
modern human resources information technology system
incorporating artificial intelligence, delivering an
improved 1logistics system for conditions-based
maintenance, and establishing a rapid response prototype
team to quickly identify, adopt and deliver advanced
technology capabilities.

= Contracting and acquisitions (C&A): This campaign aims
to streamline C&A processes to better respond to
emerging threats, strengthen industry coordination and
prioritize speed and flexibility. The service will
reform acquisition practices to deliver needed
capabilities—including icebreakers and unmanned
systems—while managing risk. Planned changes include
establishing a disciplined requirements process,
assigning senior acquisition authority to the secretary
of the Coast Guard, creating a senior procurement
executive role, outsourcing procurement activities for
effectiveness and designating single points of
accountability to empower program managers.

FD2028 represents an opportunity at a critical moment in
history to transform the Coast Guard. Within 30 days, the
commandant will deliver an execution plan, followed by the
commencement of a force posture and operational concepts
campaign within 150 days, and the first of semiannual updates
within 180 days.



“Force Design 2028 is the Coast Guard’s way forward,” said
Lunday. "Under the leadership of Secretary Noem, we are moving
out today to aggressively implement this transformational
change.”

Read the FD 2028 executive report here.

The Coast Guard is America’s premier maritime law enforcement
agency. It is part of the Department of Homeland Security and,
at all times, a military service and part of the joint force
defending the nation. For over 234 years, the American people
have depended on its missions and the unique value the Coast
Guard provides to assure our economic prosperity and national
security. With its ships, aircraft, boats and nearly 55,000
military members and civilian employees, every day the Coast
Guard: controls the U.S. border and maritime approaches;
protects America’s ports and waterways; conducts military
operations to defend the Nation; saves lives; enforces federal
law; leads in national emergencies; and maintains the flow of
maritime commerce to ensure America’s economic prosperity.

More information about the U.S. Coast Guard can be found
at www.uscg.mil. Follow @QUSCG on X and Instagram, 1like us
on Facebook, subscribe on YouTube and
follow LinkedIn — connect with us.

U.S. Coast Guard Barque Eagle
to Visit Los Angeles During
Fleet Week
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CGC Eagle parades into Los Angeles Harbor under the watchful
eye of a CG Dolphin helicopter and 41-foot Utility Boat.
(Photo by Michael Brodey, USCG Aux.)

From U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area, May 19, 2025

LOS ANGELES — U.S. Coast Guard Barque Eagle (WIX 327) will
participate in Los Angeles Fleet Week festivities during
Memorial Day weekend, May 23 - 26.

Eagle will be moored at Berth 50/51 in San Pedro’s QOuter
Harbor, where it will offer free public tours during the
following dates and times:

» Friday, May 23 (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.)

= Saturday, May 24 (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.)

= Sunday, May 25 (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.)


https://lafleetweek.com/

Visitors will need to join a digital queue and be assigned a
time to get in line before their visit. They will then take a
shuttle bus to the ship. For more information, go to the Los
Angeles Fleet Week's web page
at: https://lafleetweek.com/events_schedule/ships/

At 295 feet in length, Eagle is the largest tall ship flying
the stars and stripes and the only active square-rigger in
United States government service. Constructed in 1936 by the
Blohm and Voss Shipyard in Hamburg, Germany, and originally
commissioned as the Horst Wessel by the German Navy, Eagle was
a war reparation for the United States following World War II.
Eagle is a three-masted barque with more than 22,300 square
feet of sail and six miles of rigging. Eagle has served as a
classroom at sea to future Coast Guard officers since 1946,
offering an at-sea leadership and professional development
experience as part of the Coast Guard Academy.

Los Angeles marks the third port call of Eagle’s 14-week
journey along the West Coast. Many Coast Guard Academy
practices are steeped in what the Academy mission refers to as
“the sea and its lore,” traditions that date back to the
golden age of sail, when vessels like Eagle made up the Navy
and Revenue Cutter Service, the precursor of the modern United
States Coast Guard. Eagle also serves as a goodwill ambassador
for the United States and Coast Guard, making calls at foreign
ports to foster relations with partner nations.

For a continuous stream of information about Eagle, including
port cities, tour schedules, current events, as well as cadet
and active duty crewmember photographs, follow the United
States Coast Guard Barque EAGLE Facebook page or on Instagram
@barqueeagle. All U.S. Coast Guard imagery is in the public
domain and can be shared widely.
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