
Coast  Guard  Repatriates  35
Migrants to Cuba

The  Coast  Guard  interdicted  13  Cuban  migrants  from  an
inflatable raft approximately 61 miles south of Key West,
Florida Sep. 1. The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Raymond Evans’
(WPC-1110) crew repatriated the migrants to Cuba, Sep. 4. U.S.
COAST GUARD
MIAMI — Coast Guard Cutter Raymond Evans’ crew repatriated 35
Cubans to Cuba, Sept. 4, following five interdictions off the
coast of Key West, Florida, the Coast Guard 7th District said
in a release.  

While on a routine patrol, a Coast Guard Air Station Miami
HC-144  airplane  crew  notified  Coast  Guard  Sector  Key
West watchstanders at 5:10 p.m., Aug. 29, of a rustic vessel
with five people aboard approximately 63 miles south of Key
West, Florida. They were brought aboard Coast Guard Cutter
Raymond Evans and reported in good health. 

While on a routine patrol, a Coast Guard Air Clearwater HC-130
airplane crew notified Sector Key West watchstanders at 5:40
p.m.,  Aug.  31,  of  a  rustic  vessel  with  13  people  aboard
approximately 61 miles south of Key West. They were brought
aboard the Cutter Raymond Evans and reported in good health. 

A Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations
airplane crew notified Sector Key West watchstanders at 9:40
p.m., Aug. 31, of a 20-foot fishing vessel with five people
aboard approximately 25 miles south of Marathon, Florida. They
were brought aboard the Cutter Raymond Evans and reported in
good health. 

A good Samaritan notified Sector Key West watchstanders at
10:15 a.m., Sept. 1, of a green raft with three people aboard
approximately  23  miles  southeast  of  Marathon.  They  were
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brought aboard the Cutter Raymond Evans and reported in good
health. 

A Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations
airplane  crew  notified  Sector  Key  West  watchstanders  at
approximately 12:10 a.m., Sept. 3, of a rustic vessel with
nine people aboard approximately two miles south of Marathon.
They were brought aboard Cutter Raymond Evans and reported in
good health. 

“Navigating the Florida Straits is difficult and unpredictable
in rustic vessels,” said Lt. Cmdr. Mario Gil, Coast Guard
Liaison Officer, U.S. Embassy Havana. “Taking to the seas on
unsafe vessels is dangerous and can result in loss of life.” 

Coast  Guard  Offloads  $51
Million  of  Interdicted
Cocaine in San Juan, Puerto
Rico

The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Richard Etheridge crew
offloaded approximately 1,700 kilograms of seized cocaine at
Coast Guard Base San Juan Friday, following the disruption go-
fast  vessel  smuggling  attempt  by  Coast  Guard  and  British
Virgin  Islands  authorities  near  Anegada,  British  Virgin
Islands. U.S. COAST GUARD
SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico  —  The  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Richard
Etheridge  crew  offloaded  approximately  1,700  kilograms  of
seized cocaine at Coast Guard Base San Juan Sept. 3, after
Coast Guard and British Virgin Islands authorities thwarted a
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go-fast boat smuggling attempt near Anegada, British Virgin
Islands, the Coast Guard 7th District said in a release. 

This disruption and seizure is the result of multi-agency
efforts involving the Caribbean Border Interagency Group and
the Caribbean Corridor Strike Force. The seized cocaine has an
estimated  wholesale  value  of  approximately  $51  million
dollars. 

During a routine patrol the night of Aug. 27, 2021, the Coast
Guard Cutter Richard Etheridge responded to the sighting of a
suspect go-fast vessel, in waters northeast of the British
Virgin Islands. Coast Guard watchstanders in Sector San Juan
directed the launch of a Coast Guard MH-60T aircraft from Air
Station Borinquen to vector cutter Richard Etheridge to the
go-fast  vessel’s  position.  Additionally,  Coast  Guard  and
British Virgin Islands authorities maintained communication to
interdict the suspect go-fast vessel. As the cutter Richard
Etheridge  closed  in  on  the  go-fast  vessel,  the  smugglers
proceeded to jettison their cargo and flee the area at high
speed. Afterwards, the Coast Guard helicopter crew proceeded
to assist cutter Richard Etheridge in locating the jettisoned
cargo.  In  total,  the  crew  of  cutter  Richard  Etheridge
recovered 57 bales, which tested positive for cocaine. 

“Despite the challenging sea state conditions and thanks to
the close collaboration and coordination with our Royal Virgin
Islands Police partners, our crews did an outstanding job in
disrupting a major shipment of cocaine and keeping it from
ever  reaching  the  streets,”  said  Capt.  Gregory  H.  Magee,
Sector San Juan commander. “Our strong partnerships, as in the
case  of  the  British  Virgin  Islands  and  island  nations
throughout our area of responsibility, are key to achieving
safe and secure maritime borders from drug trafficking and
other smuggling threats in the Eastern Caribbean.” 

“This is a great example of the close working relationship
between the U.S. and the U.K. overseas territories,” said



Detective Inspector Mike Jones, head of Intelligence for the
Royal Virgin Islands Police. “The excellent work of the U.S.
Coast Guard forced the crew of the go-fast vessel to jettison
their  cargo.  We  will  continue  to  work  closely  with  all
agencies  and  partners  in  order  to  disrupt  and  detect  the
movement of narcotics, illegal money and people trafficking.” 

Cutter Richard Etheridge is a 154-foot fast response cutter
homeported in Miami. 

Coast  Guard  Repatriates  91
Migrants  to  the  Dominican
Republic

A  makeshift  boat,  one  of  three  illegal  migrant  voyages,
interdicted  by  the  Coast  Guard  and  Caribbean  Border
Interagency Group partner agencies Sept. 2, 2021 in the Mona
Passage just off Puerto Rico. U.S. COAST GUARD
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The Coast Guard Cutter Reliance crew
repatriated 91 migrants to the Dominican Republic Sept. 3 from
three at-sea interdictions in the Mona Passage off the west
coast of Puerto Rico, the Coast Guard 7th District said in a
release. 

These interdictions are the result of ongoing Coast Guard and
Caribbean Border Interagency group partner efforts to deter
and stop illegal voyages in the Mona Passage.  

In the first interdiction, the Coast Guard Richard Etheridge
located and interdicted an illegal voyage at 3:26 a.m. Sept,
2, comprised of a 17-foot makeshift vessel with 32 migrants
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onboard, 30 men and two women, in waters just off Rincon,
Puerto Rico. 

In the second interdiction, a Puerto Rico Police Joint Forces
of Rapid Action marine unit interdicted a 30-foot makeshift
boat at 7 a.m. Sept. 2 just off Aguadilla, Puerto Rico that
was carrying 50 migrants onboard; 47 men and three women. 

In the third interdiction, a Puerto Rico Police Joint Forces
of Rapid Action marine unit interdicted a 15-foot makeshift
boat at 9:20 a.m. Sept. 2 just off Rincon, Puerto Rico that
was carrying 12 migrants onboard, 11 men and a woman. 

“These interdictions highlight the professionalism, commitment
and unwavering resolve of the Coast Guard and our Caribbean
Border Interagency Group partners in safeguarding the maritime
border of Puerto Rico,” said Cmdr. Beau Powers, Sector San
Juan  chief  of  response.  “We  continue  to  implore  anyone
thinking about taking part in an illegal voyage that they not
take to the sea. It is just not worth it, not only would you
be putting your life at risk, but the life of everyone else if
the  voyage.  You  are  also  risking  federal  prosecution  for
attempting to enter illegally into the United States.” 

In  the  last  eight  days,  Coast  Guard  and  Caribbean  Border
Interagency Group partner agencies have interdicted 10 illegal
voyages with 211 migrants, who were traveling illegally to
Puerto Rico aboard grossly overloaded makeshift boats. Since
Oct. 1, 2021, the Coast Guard and CBIG federal and state
partner  agencies  have  interdicted  and  or  apprehended  over
2,100 migrants who were traveling illegally to Puerto Rico. 

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. Throughout the
interdictions,  Coast  Guard  crewmembers  were  equipped  with
personal protective equipment to minimize potential exposure
to any possible case of COVID-19. There were no migrants in
these cases reported to have any COVID-19 related symptoms.  



The Coast Guard Cutter Richard Etheridge is a 154-foot fast
response cutter homeported in Puerto Rico, while the Coast
Guard Cutter Reliance is a medium-endurance cutter homeported
in Pensacola, Florida. 

Coast Guard Works to Reopen
Ports,  Waterways  Following
Hurricane Ida

U.S. Coast Guard Air Station New Orleans, shown here preparing
for Hurricane Ida in New Orleans, Louisiana, Aug. 28, 2021.
U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 2nd Ryan Dickinson
NEW  ORLEANS  —  The  Coast  Guard  is  continuously  working  to
reopen the ports and waterways throughout Southeast Louisiana
following Hurricane Ida, the Coast Guard 8th District said in
a Sept. 2 release.  

Capt. Will Watson, Coast Guard captain-of-the-port for the
Port of New Orleans, is working in close coordination with
federal,  state,  parish,  city  and  maritime  stakeholders  to
safely reopen maritime traffic along the Mississippi River and
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. Some key areas along the river
remain closed as recovery operations continue. 

“We continue to work closely with the State of Louisiana and
our maritime industry partners to reconstitute our ports,”
said Watson. “This is a massive recovery effort and we are
doing our part to ensure that the commerce that sustains our
Nation  can  continue  to  flow  freely  and  safely  over  our
critical waterways.” 
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Coast Guard crews conducted post-storm port assessments to
reopen the Mississippi River and Gulf Intracoastal Water after
Hurricane Ida passed through the area. The assessments were
conducted to ensure maritime commerce is safe to resume.  

Coast Guard crews continue to work with port partners on the
identification  and  mitigation  of  grounded  and  submerged
vessels along banks of the Lower Mississippi River. 

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Concludes
Training  with  Philippine
Maritime Agencies

Crewmembers of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Munro salute a
Philippine Coast Guard vessel transiting alongside the Munro
in the West Philippine Sea, Aug. 31, 2021. Coast Guard members
aboard the Munro and the Philippine Coast Guard participated
in bilateral operations and exercises that included small boat
operations and multi-vessel maneuvering. U.S. COAST GUARD /
Petty Officer 3rd Class Aidan Cooney
ALAMEDA, Calif. — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Munro (WMSL 755)
arrived  in  Subic  Bay,  Philippines,  Aug.  31  following
operations and exercises in the West Philippine Sea with the
Philippine Coast Guard and the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources, the Coast Guard Pacific Area said in a
Sept. 1 release.  

Munro’s  crew  participated  in  bilateral  operations,
professional exchanges, search-and-rescue and communications
exercises, small boat operations, multi-vessel maneuvering and
maritime domain awareness drills while at sea. 
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“As  the  maritime  security  challenges  in  the  Indo-Pacific
region  become  increasingly  complex,  partnering  with  our
Philippine Coast Guard and fisheries counterparts is vital to
our shared interest in a free and open maritime environment,”
said  Munro’s  commanding  officer,  Capt.  Blake  Novak.  “We
thoroughly enjoyed our Philippine hosts’ professionalism and
hospitality,  and  we  look  forward  to  future  bilateral
operations  to  further  our  longstanding  relationship.”  

The  search-and-rescue  exercise  simulated  the  agencies’
bilateral  response  to  a  vessel  in  distress.  During  the
exercise, the Munro, PCG, and BFAR practiced searching for the
distressed  vessel,  shipboard  firefighting  techniques,  and
recovering and treating persons in the water. As part of the
exercise, members of the PCG joined USCG members aboard Munro
as they launched the cutter’s small unmanned aircraft system
to aid in the search-and-rescue response. The day’s exercises
and operations provided opportunities for each involved agency
to learn from each other. 

“The success of the joint maritime exercise between the PCG
and USCG will not only strengthen international partnerships
for immediate response to calamities and disasters but will
also ensure that our personnel could effectively perform their
mandated functions in countering terrorism and other acts of
lawlessness  in  our  country’s  waters,”  said  Adm.  George
V. Ursabia Jr., PCG commandant. 

The USCG has a long history of cooperation with the PCG. In
2019, the Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf conducted engagements
with  the  PCG  as  part  of  its  Western  Pacific  deployment,
focusing on search and rescue, maritime security, and law
enforcement capabilities. 

Munro,  a  418-foot  national  security  cutter,  departed  its
homeport of Alameda, California, in July for a months-long
deployment  to  the  Western  Pacific.  Operating  under  the
tactical control of U.S. 7th Fleet, the cutter and crew are



engaging  in  professional  exchanges  and  capacity-building
exercises  with  partner  nations  and  are  patrolling  and
conducting operations as directed. National security cutters
like Munro feature advanced command and control capabilities,
aviation support facilities, stern cutter boat launch, and
increased endurance for long-range patrols, enabling the crews
to disrupt threats to national security further offshore. 

“The Coast Guard shares deep and abiding interests with our
allies and partners, who, like us, have long endorsed a rules-
based  international  order,”  said  Vice  Adm.  Michael  F.
McAllister,  commander,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Pacific  Area.
“Partnering  with  the  Philippines  to  enhance  maritime
governance, including important missions such as search and
rescue and enforcement of fisheries laws and treaties, is
essential to the security, stability and prosperity of all
nations.” 

As both a federal law enforcement agency and an armed force,
the USCG is uniquely positioned to conduct defense operations
in support of combatant commanders on all seven continents.
The  service  routinely  provides  forces  in  joint  military
operations  worldwide,  including  the  deployment  of  cutters,
boats, aircraft, and deployable specialized forces. 

Coast  Guard  Conducts  Search
and  Rescue  Operations
following Hurricane Ida

The Coast Guard received a report that a man had been struck
in  the  head  during  the  storm  by  a  window  in  Leeville,
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Louisiana, August 30, 2021. An Air Station New Orleans MH-65
Dolphin helicopter aircrew landed on a highway and embarked
the patient and took him to West Jefferson Hospital in stable
condition. U.S. COAST GUARD
NEW ORLEANS — The Coast Guard has conducted a total of six
search  and  rescues  in  Louisiana  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane
Ida,  saving  a  total  of  13  people  and  two  animals,  and
assisting  six  people,  as  of  Sept.  1.  

Flight crews from Coast Guard Air Station New Orleans, Coast
Guard Aviation Training Center Mobile and Coast Guard Air
Station Cape Cod have conducted these efforts. Their total
flight  time  for  the  following  cases  are  27  hours  and  42
minutes. 

The following search and rescue efforts were conducted by Air
Station New Orleans: 

Aug. 30 – Leeville – The Coast Guard received a report that a
man had been struck in the head during the storm by a window.
An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew landed on a highway and
embarked the patient and took him to West Jefferson Hospital
in stable condition. 

Aug. 30 – Port Sulphur – The Coast Guard received a report at
11 p.m. a shrimp boat caught fire and one of the crew members
managed to swim to shore. An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew
landed on the highway in nighttime conditions, navigating down
power lines and debris. The crew member was transferred to
West Jefferson Hospital in Marrero.  

Aug. 31 – Grand Isle – An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew
responded to a report of two men needing medical assistance,
one having difficulties from a preexisting condition and the
other  with  a  leg  injury.  The  aircrew  lowered  the  rescue
swimmer to assess the patients while the pilots landed the
helicopter on the beach to conserve fuel and provide a stable
loading platform. The patients were transferred to University
Medical Center in New Orleans.  



The following search and rescue efforts were conducted by
Aviation Training Center Mobile: 

Aug. 30 – Houston, Texas – While deployed in Houston, an MH-60
Jayhawk helicopter aircrew assisted in hospital transfers of
four patients. 

Aug.  30  –  La  Place  –  An  MH-65  Dolphin  helicopter
aircrew medevaced a middle-aged woman suffering from seizures
and transferred her to West Jefferson Hospital. A secondary
MH-65 Dolphin helicopter also transported two of her family
members to Air Station New Orleans where a vehicle was waiting
to drive them to the hospital.  

The following search and rescue was conducted by Air Station
Cape Cod: 

Aug. 30 – Grand Isle – An MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter aircrew
conducted a beach landing to check for signs of distress and
found  eight  people  and  two  felines  in  a  severely  damaged
motel. They requested to depart the island to safety. The
aircrew transported everyone to the parking lot of the Houma
Civic Center. 

Coast  Guard  Conducts
Hurricane  Ida  Post-Storm
Overflights  Along  the  Gulf
Coast

The Coast Guard conducts Hurricane Ida post-storm overflights
along the Gulf Coast on August 30, 2020. Aircrews conducted
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overflights near Galliano, Louisiana, to assess damage and
identify hazards. U.S. COAST GUARD
NEW ORLEANS — The Coast Guard is conducting critical incident
search and rescue overflights and assessing for damage Aug. 30
along the Gulf Coast Region of Louisiana following Hurricane
Ida, the Coast 8th District said in a release. 

The Coast Guard has brought to bear more than 28 aviation
assets and nearly 21 shallow-water response assets to respond
to flooded and damaged areas. 

“The Coast Guard will continue to provide search and rescue
capabilities, assess the damage done by Hurricane Ida, repair
aids-to-navigation, and ensure the ports along the Gulf Coast
can be safely reopened for the flow of maritime commerce,”
said  Capt.  Tracy  Phillips,  area  commander  for  the  Ida
response.   

Coast  Guard  Interdicts,
Returns 23 Migrants

Coast Guard Cutter Winslow Griesser’s boat crew is on scene
with an illegal migrant voyage Aug. 26, 2021, in the Mona
Passage between the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. The
migrant group was comprised of 12 Haitians and 11 Dominican
nationals, who were returned to the Dominican Republic Aug.
28. U.S. COAST GUARD
SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico  –  The  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Winslow
Griesser repatriated 11 Dominican migrants and returned 12
Haitians to the Dominican Republic Saturday, following the
interdiction of an illegal voyage in the Mona Passage. 

The interdiction is the result of ongoing Coast Guard and
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Caribbean Border Interagency group partner efforts to deter
and stop illegal voyages in the Mona Passage. Since Oct. 1,
2021,  the  Coast  Guard  and  CBIG  federal  and  state  partner
agencies have interdicted and or apprehended 2,100 migrants
traveling illegally to Puerto Rico. 
 
“We urge any person thinking of taking part in an illegal
voyage to not take to the sea,” said Cmdr. Beau Powers, Sector
San Juan chief of response. “Your life will be at risk, as
will the lives of everyone aboard the vessel. The perils are
many,  including  traveling  with  ruthless  smugglers,  aboard
grossly overloaded makeshift vessels, in dangerous sea states,
with little or no lifesaving equipment onboard. Those making
this voyage should expect to be returned to their country of
origin and also may face prosecution. The dangers are real,
please don’t trust your life to a smuggler or in a makeshift
vessel.” 

The  interdiction  took  place  Aug.  26,  after  a  Customs  and
Border  Protection  marine  patrol  aircraft  crew  sighted  a
migrant vessel, approximately 42 nautical miles north of Mona
Island, Puerto Rico. The cutter Winslow Griesser diverted to
the scene and interdicted the 25-foot makeshift boat with 11
Dominicans, 11 Haitian adults and one Haitian minor aboard. 

The  crew  of  the  Winslow  Griesser  transferred  the  adult
migrants to a Dominican Republic Navy vessel just outside
Santo  Domingo,  Dominican  Republic,  while  the  minor  was
transferred to local authorities ashore from the Childrens and
Adolescents National Council CONANI. 

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention.  The Coast Guard
Cutter Winslow Griesser is a fast response cutter homeported
in San Juan, Puerto Rico.



Coast Guard, Partner Agencies
Continue to Support Haiti

A U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook Helicopter crew chief assists a
partner  rescue  agency  crew  with  the  delivery  of  food  and
medical supplies in Haiti, Aug. 23, 2021. The Coast Guard and
partner agencies conducted humanitarian efforts in impacted
areas of Haiti following a magnitude 7.2 earthquake, Aug. 14,
2021. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class Ryan Estrada
MIAMI — The Coast Guard, USAID, U.S. Southern Command and
Joint Task Force-Haiti continue to have unity of effort and
respond to critically injured Haitian citizens, Aug. 24, by
transporting them to a higher level of care in Port au Prince,
Haiti,  the  Coast  Guard  7th  District  said  in  an  Aug.
25  release.  

“The Coast Guard immediately responded to the government of
Haiti’s  request  for  assistance  following  the  tragic  7.2
magnitude earthquake just over a week ago,” said Coast Guard
7th District Commander, Rear Adm. Brendan C. McPherson. “Since
then, the U.S. Coast Guard saved or assisted more than 350
lives and transported more than 350 medical personnel and
first responders to the areas most damaged. As the USAID-led,
DOD-supported mission transitions to an extended humanitarian
assistance and disaster response operation, we will begin to
transition our people and aircraft to best support Joint Task
Force-Haiti while meeting our other mission demands in the
region. We will continue to provide agile and versatile search
and rescue capability if needed. Alongside U.S. Embassy Haiti,
we remain a proud partner in our whole of government approach
to help the people of Haiti.” 

In the past 24 hours, Coast Guard men and women deployed to
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Haiti have flown 14 evolutions, saved three people, assisted
three  others,  transported  four  urban  disaster  and  relief
personnel and transported 1,800 pounds of disaster and relief
supplies. 

Since  Aug.  15,  Coast  Guard  men  and  women  have  flown  227
evolutions, saved 219 people, assisted 145 people, transported
362 urban disaster and relief personnel and transported 13,400
pounds of disaster and relief supplies. 

Coast Guard Holds Lighthouse
Rededication Ceremony in San
Diego

The Coast Guard holds a rededication ceremony at the New Point
Loma  Lighthouse  in  San  Diego,  August  20,  2021.  The
rededication  is  the  official  recognition  of  the  light
station’s service career and honors its history as a Coast
Guard navigational aid. U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd
Class Alex Gray
SAN  DIEGO  —  The  Coast  Guard  held  a  rededication  ceremony
Friday at the New Point Loma Lighthouse in San Diego, the
Coast Guard 11th District said in an Aug. 20 release. 

The rededication is the official recognition of the light
station’s service career and honors its history as a Coast
Guard navigational aid. 

“Every time you see this light flash, know that lives are
being  saved,  trade  and  travelers  are  flowing  through  our
marine  transit  system,  illegal  drugs  are  prevented  from
entering our great nation and sailors are welcomed home,” said
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Capt. Timothy J. Barelli, the Coast Guard Sector San Diego
commander.  

The lighthouse was placed on secondary power in April 2017
while  contractors  and  Coast  Guard  members  conducted
renovations. The restoration cost over $2 million and took
approximately three years to complete. Coast Guard members
spent more than 30 hours rewiring the light during the final
stages of construction, and the main light was formally re-lit
in March 2020. 

The ceremony was attended by Rep. Scott Peters, D-California,
Rear  Adm.  Brian  Penoyer,  the  11th  Coast  Guard  District
commander, local Coast Guard members, the San Diego mayor and
the  National  Park  Service  Cabrillo  National  Monument
superintendent.  

The event was initially scheduled last year but was postponed
due to COVID-19.  


