
U.S.  Coast  Guard  releases
Arctic  Strategic  Outlook
Implementation Plan

Release from U.S. Coast Guard 

***** 

Oct. 26, 2023 

WASHINGTON – The Coast Guard released the Arctic Strategic
Outlook Implementation Plan in Washington Thursday.  

The implementation plan outlines 14 interconnected, action-
oriented initiatives the Coast Guard will undertake to execute
strategic objectives from the 2019 Arctic Strategic Outlook. 
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These  efforts  promote  safety,  security,  stewardship  and
protect sovereign rights across the Arctic while supporting
the National Strategy for the Arctic Region.   

The Coast Guard has long supported joint Arctic operations and
exercises and our presence in the Arctic enables the Service
to operationalize national strategies, strengthen partnerships
and protect regional interests.  

“The  Coast  Guard  is  committed  to  a  safe,  secure  and
cooperative Arctic,” said Coast Guard Vice Commandant Adm.
Steve  Poulin.  “Our  continued  presence  strengthens  maritime
governance  and  stewardship  in  the  region  and  is  vital  to
ensuring national security and economic prosperity.”  

The Coast Guard’s mission in the Arctic has endured for more
than 150 years, since the inaugural voyage of revenue cutters
to  Alaska  in  1867.  Today,  the  Arctic  is  experiencing
unprecedented  levels  of  environmental,  operational  and
geostrategic  stress  requiring  a  collaborative  approach  to
overtake these complex challenges. The Coast Guard’s Arctic
Strategic Outlook Implementation Plan embodies this approach
by  directing  actions  to  safeguard  American  interests  and
highlighting the Coast Guard’s prominent leadership role in
international  organizations  responsible  for  regulating
navigation,  coordinating  search  and  rescue  operations,
ensuring vessel safety, enforcing fisheries regulations and
responding to environmental pollution incidents throughout the
expansive Arctic region.   

The United States is an Arctic Nation, and the Coast Guard
continues to serve as the lead federal agency for homeland
security,  safety  and  environmental  stewardship  in  the
region.    



U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Vigilant  returns  from
Caribbean  patrol  after
interdicting 5,600 pounds of
illicit drugs 

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

Oct. 24, 2023 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. – The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Vigilant (WMEC 617) returned home to Cape Canaveral, Tuesday,
following a 29-day patrol in the Central Caribbean and Florida
Straits. 
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Patrolling in support of Joint Interagency Task Force-South,
Vigilant  worked  alongside  other  Coast  Guard  cutters,
Department  of  Defense  and  Department  of  Homeland  Security
units,  and  international  partners  to  conduct  counter-drug
operations.  

During the patrol, Vigilant’s crew disrupted illegal narcotics
smuggling,  interdicting  more  than  5,600  pounds  of  illicit
drugs.  While  in  theater,  Vigilant  interdicted  five  drug-
smuggling vessels and apprehended eight suspected traffickers,
contributing directly to U.S. Coast Guard objectives to combat
transnational criminal organizations. 

Vigilant operated as the Central Tasking Unit coordinating
international and other asset movement to interdict suspected
drug  smuggling  vessels,  which  strengthened  ties  with
international  partners  and  promoted  regional  stability  and
security. 

In  addition,  Vigilant  rescued  12  Cuban  migrants  in  an
unseaworthy vessel 120 nautical miles south of Cuba. Once
aboard Vigilant, the crew provided the migrants with food,
water, shelter, and medical aid until they were repatriated. 

 “I’m extremely proud of our crew and the important lifesaving
and critical counter-narcotic missions that we were able to
perform  on  this  patrol,”  said  Cmdr.  Jon  Potterton,  the
commanding officer of Vigilant. “It was excellent that we were
able to strengthen our domestic and international partnerships
and work together to make the world a safer place.” 

Vigilant is a 210-foot Reliance-class medium endurance cutter.
The  cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-drug  operations,
migrant interdiction, enforcement of federal fishery laws, and
search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations.
The medium endurance cutters fall under the command of the
U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area. Based in Portsmouth, Virginia,
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Atlantic  Area  oversees  all  Coast  Guard



operations east of the Rocky Mountains to the Arabian Gulf. In
addition to surge operations, Atlantic Area also allocates
ships to deploy to the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific to combat
transnational organized crime and illicit maritime activity. 

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 

U.S. Coast Guard strengthens
historic  relationship  with
Philippines  during  landmark
visit to Tacloban 
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Release from U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam 

***** 

Oct. 23, 2023 

TACLOBAN,  Philippines  —  In  a  historic  first,  the  USCGC
Frederick  Hatch  (WPC  1143)  visited  partners  in  Tacloban,
Philippines, from Oct. 19 to 23, 2023, and the crew conducted
engagements marking a significant milestone in the enduring
relationship between the United States and the Philippines. 
 
This visit of several days coincided with the observance of
the Battle of Leyte Gulf, a crucial event in World War II
history where U.S. Coast Guardsmen were a significant part of
the U.S. forces and among the first to hit the beaches as the
U.S. sought to retake the Philippines. 
 
“We are deeply honored to be part of this observance and to
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strengthen  the  bond  between  the  United  States  and  the
Philippines,” said Lt. Patrick Dreiss, commanding officer of
the USCGC Frederick Hatch. “It is a privilege to bring a U.S.
Coast Guard Fast Response Cutter to the Philippines for the
first time and to visit the historic city of Tacloban. My crew
was excited to collaborate with the Philippine Coast Guard to
deepen our connections with our fellow seagoing Service and
explore this unique city and island.” 
 
An advance team from U.S. Coast Guard District 14 and U.S.
Coast  Guard  Forces  Micronesia/Sector  Guam  held  planning
meetings in collaboration with the U.S. Embassy to prepare for
this  visit  and  the  Battle  of  Leyte  Gulf  observance.
Discussions  revolved  around  mutual  capabilities,  training
opportunities, and community engagement, part of the Coast
GGuard’sOperation Blue Pacific mission. 
 
While in Tacloban, the crew, with support from the Maritime
Security Response Team West, hosted a subject matter expert
exchange on maritime law enforcement with Philippine Coast
Guard  colleagues,  observed  the  79th  Leyte  Gulf  Landing
Anniversary,  hosted  local  school  children  and  government
officials, held working meetings, and experienced the culture
of the Eastern Visayas region of the Philippines. 
 
“The  expanded  capabilities  of  the  Fast  Response  Cutter
represent more than just advanced technology; they symbolize
the bridge of cooperation and goodwill between nations. The
FRCs and their dedicated crews regularly play a pivotal role
in international diplomacy. These vessels, along with their
highly  trained  and  professional  crews,  are  ambassadors  of
peace and collaboration, said Capt. Nick Simmons, commander of
U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam. “They foster
understanding and trust across borders, making the seas safer
not only for our own nations but for all nations that rely on
the freedom of navigation and maritime security.” 
 



This visit is part of the USCGC Frederick Hatch’s regularly
scheduled  expeditionary  patrol  as  part  of  the  ongoing
Operation  Blue  Pacific.  It  follows  previous  interactions
between the U.S. Coast Guard and the Philippine Coast Guard,
including the recent arrival of the USCGC Stratton (WMSL 752)
in Manila for professional exchanges and joint operations. 
 
The visit of Pacific Area commander Vice Adm. Andrew Tiongson
in April to discuss shared challenges and opportunities for
partnership  further  exemplifies  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard’s
commitment to the region. The Service’s role as a federal law
enforcement  agency  and  an  armed  forces  branch  uniquely
positions the agency’s teams to conduct security cooperation
operations  supporting  combatant  commanders,  upholding
governance, and ensuring regional stability. Through Operation
Blue  Pacific,  an  overarching  multi-mission  Coast  Guard
endeavor,  the  Service  seeks  to  promote  security,  safety,
sovereignty,  and  economic  prosperity  in  Oceania  while
strengthening  relationships  between  partner  nations  in  the
Pacific. 
 
The Tacloban visit underscores the shared strategic efforts
toward a stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific and aligns with
the Pacific Area Commander’s goals to prepare a ready force,
generate  combined  effects,  and  uphold  governance.  It  also
supports U.S. Coast Guard District 14 and U.S. Coast Guard
Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam’s commitment to be a trusted
partner in Oceania and deliver operational excellence. 

U.S. Coast Guard, Republic of
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Palau  strengthen  maritime
partnership  for  regional
stability 

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam 

***** 

Oct. 19, 2023 

SANTA  RITA,  Guam  —  Following  the  signing  of  an  expanded
bilateral  law  enforcement  agreement  in  August,  during  the
Joint Heads of Pacific Security conference, representatives of
the U.S. Coast Guard and the Republic of Palau embarked on a
series  of  meetings  and  initiatives  to  advance  maritime
partnership  and  promote  regional  stability  Oct.  6  to  13,
2023. 
 
“Our work with Palau goes beyond signatures on an agreement;
it’s about the actions we take together. It’s about standing
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side by side to safeguard our shared maritime environment and
ensure regional security,” said Capt. Nicholas Simmons, U.S.
Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam. 
 
In  a  strategic  effort  to  deepen  collaboration  and  build
stronger bonds, members of U.S. Coast Guard District 14 Legal
and  Intel,  along  with  members  of  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Forces
Micronesia/Sector Guam’s Intel and Compact of Free Association
departments, conducted an Enhanced Shiprider Tabletop Exercise
in Palau with members of the government and local enforcement
agencies. This tabletop exercise served as a platform for key
stakeholders from both sides to lay the groundwork for future
endeavors. They also met with the governor of the northernmost
state, Ngaraard, Governor Sharp Sakuma, and the president of
Palau Community College, Dr. Patrick Tellei.  
 
Near future initiatives include: 
 
– Palau Search and Rescue Exercise – Set to take place in
early 2024, demonstrating our joint commitment to the safety
of life at sea. 
– Enacting the Enhanced Agreement –U.S. Coast Guard asset
crews in the region will seek to employ the enhanced bilateral
agreement.  
– Ngaraard State Projects – Focusing on improving maritime
safety  by  developing  a  better  marking  system  for  vessel
traffic in Palauan waters. 
–  Palau  Community  College  –  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy
presentation aimed at recruiting and fostering education among
young talent while building skills for local residents to
bring back to Palau.  
 
The U.S. Coast Guard will also participate in the Palau Joint
Committee Meeting scheduled for Nov. 15 to 17 in Palau, where,
in addition to other items, discussions will consider the
practical  implementation  of  U.S.  Coast  Guard  support  to
Palauan partners. 



 
The  Republic  of  Palau,  known  for  its  rich  culture  and
stringent marine conservation laws, is committed to protecting
its marine environment. With this partnership, the U.S. aims
to  support  Palau’s  efforts  while  also  enhancing  regional
security.  
 
About the Agreement  
 
The enhanced bilateral agreement empowers the U.S. Coast Guard
to  enforce  regulations  in  Palau’s  exclusive  economic  zone
(EEZ)  without  a  Palauan  officer  present.  It  represents  a
significant step forward in our shared commitment to regional
maritime security. However, it is essential to clarify that
this  agreement  does  not  replace  joint  work  with  physical
shipriders; instead, it augments enforcement capabilities. 
 
This  collaborative  bilateral  effort  follows  a  similar
agreement signed with the Federated States of Micronesia in
October 2022. It is part of a broader strategy to strengthen
regional security, including a bilateral defense agreement and
bilateral maritime law enforcement with Papua New Guinea in
May 2023, which enabled U.S. Coast Guard boarding officers
alongside  their  Papua  New  Guinea  counterparts  to  conduct
boardings in PNG’s EEZ for the first time in over ten days at
sea in August and September yielding four bilateral boardings,
six  observation  reports,  the  identification  of  a  vessel
monitoring system violation and subsequent fine to the vessel
operator by the PNG National Fisheries Authority.  
 
Operation Blue Pacific 
 
Through Operation Blue Pacific and Operation Rematau, led by
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Forces  Micronesia/Sector  Guam,  the  U.S.
actively exercises maritime law enforcement agreements with
Pacific Island Countries. These agreements reinforce maritime
law enforcement operations, bolster maritime domain awareness,



and contribute to security, safety, sovereignty, and economic
prosperity throughout Oceania. 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard’s shiprider program is a cornerstone of
these efforts, aligning with the Pacific Partnership Strategy
and embodying our commitment to maritime safety, security, and
stewardship in Oceania. 
 
“With this historic agreement and the ongoing collaboration,
the U.S. reaffirms its presence in the Pacific, contributing
to regional stability, security, and resilience. Collaborating
with partners like Palau amplifies our ability to protect
resources and maintain a free and open Blue Pacific for all
nations that uphold the rule of law,” said Simmons.  

USCGC  Reliance  Upholds
Fishery  laws  and  Conducts
Exercises with Mexican Navy 
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Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

Oct. 16, 2023 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The crew of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Reliance
(WMEC 615) returned to their home port in Pensacola, Monday,
following  a  60-day  patrol  in  the  Florida  Straits  and
throughout  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.   

 
During the patrol, Reliance enforced fishery laws to ensure
the safety of commercial fishing vessels and marine resources
in the Coast Guard’s Eighth District. 

 
On Sept. 29, 2023, Reliance partnered with the crew of the
Mexican Navy vessel ARM Uxmal near Cozumel, Mexico, for a
joint  training  exercise  under  the  North  American  Maritime
Security Initiative. NAMSI, launched in 2008, aims to enhance
maritime  operations  and  training  collaboration  among  U.S.,
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Mexican, and Canadian forces. The exercise included maneuver
and communication drills, ending with two Uxmal crewmembers
touring the Reliance. 

 
Additionally, Reliance trained with aircraft crews from Coast
Guard Air Stations Corpus Christi and Houston and offered over
400 public ship tours in Galveston, Texas, near where the
Reliance was constructed six decades ago. 

 
“This crew demonstrated professional expertise, versatility,
and technical skill beyond expectations during this patrol,”
said Cmdr. Brian Chapman, Reliance’s commanding officer. “They
have trained hard, performed superbly, and are truly ‘Semper
Paratus—Always Ready’ for the next mission. I could not be
prouder of this team of professionals.”  

 
Reliance is a 210-foot, medium endurance cutter homeported in
Pensacola with a crew of 73. The cutter’s primary missions are
counterdrug operations, migrant interdiction, enforcement of
federal fishery laws, and search and rescue in support of
Coast Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere.    

 
For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 

https://www.gocoastguard.com/
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Coast  Guard  Cutter  Munro
returns  home  following  118-
day,  23,000-mile  Western
Pacific patrol 

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area 

***** 

Oct. 18, 2023 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The crew of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Munro
(WMSL  755)  returned  to  their  Alameda  homeport  Wednesday
following a 23,000-mile, multi-month Western Pacific patrol
operating  in  support  of  U.S.  Navy’s  Seventh  Fleet  by
conducting multiple engagements with partner nations promoting
a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
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Munro departed Alameda in June and was the Coast Guard’s third
national security cutter deployed to the Indo-Pacific region
this year. 
 
The  Indo-Pacific  region  stretches  from  the  United  States
Pacific coastline to the Indian Ocean; it is home to over half
of the world’s population and accounts for two-thirds of the
global economy. 
 
Throughout  the  118-day  patrol,  Munro  participated  in
international  engagements  in  Japan,  Republic  of  Korea,
Malaysia, Singapore, and Brunei, and with ships at sea from
the Royal Thai Navy and United Kingdom Royal Navy.  

“This  opportunity  to  work  with  our  allies  and  partners
throughout  the  Indo-Pacific  increased  our  regional
interoperability  and  sharpened  our  seamanship,”  said  Capt.
Rula  Deisher,  Munro’s  commanding  officer.  “We  thoroughly
enjoyed conducting professional exchanges, improving maritime
capabilities,  and  strengthening  maritime  governance  in  the
region by fostering global connectivity, facilitating cohesion
and  steps  taken  towards  ensuring  a  free  and  open  Indo-
Pacific.” 
 
While in Yokosuka, Japan, Munro hosted a luncheon aboard with
several  key  members  of  the  Japan  Coast  Guard to  discuss
Operation  Solid  Alliance  for  Peace  and  Prosperity  with
Humanity and Integrity on the Rule of law-based Engagement
(SAPPHIRE). SAPPHIRE is a joint agreement between the U.S. and
Japan  Coast  Guards  signed  in  2022  to  enhance  cooperation
between the two sea services. 
 
Munro’s crew had the opportunity to engage with members of the
Korea  Coast  Guard  (KCG)  and  tour  the  KCG’s  Academy  and
training ship while in Gwangyang, Republic of Korea. At sea,
Munro  and  the  Korea  Coast  Guard  vessel  KCG  3011  (Badaro)
conducted a joint harbor sail, including ship maneuvers and
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small boat operations. 
 
Munro  conducted  a  port  call  in  Malaysia,  the  U.S.  Coast
Guard’s first cutter to visit the country since 2020. While
there,  crewmembers  interacted  with  the  Malaysian  Maritime
Enforcement Agency (MMEA) and conducted several subject matter
expert exchanges at the MMEA’s training academy. Additionally,
Munro hosted key leaders aboard for a luncheon and tour aboard
the cutter. 
 
At sea, Munro participated in the Southeast Asia Maritime Law
Enforcement Initiative (SEAMLEI) in the Gulf of Thailand with
Royal  Thai  and  Malaysian  Navies.  SEAMLEI  included  mock
boardings, flight operations, and formation steaming. 
 
In  Singapore,  crewmembers  engaged  with  members  from  the
Information Fusion Center, U.S. Navy League, and Singapore
Maritime & Port Authority personnel, as well as serving in a
community relations event where the crew constructed desks and
other furniture for a local school. 
 
Munro’s last port call in the region was in Brunei, where the
crew participated in Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training
(CARAT), the first U.S. Coast Guard asset to do so in 23
years. Munro worked with the Royal Brunei Navy, Royal Brunei
Air Force, Brunei Department of Fisheries, Brunei Military
Police, U.S. Marine Corps, and U.S. Navy, conducting subject
matter  expert  exchanges and  exercises.  During  the at-sea
portion  of  CARAT,  Munro  trained  with  a  Royal  Brunei  Navy
Patrol Vessel, Royal Brunei Air Force S-70 helicopter, and
U.S. Navy P-8, conducting shipboard maneuvers and search and
rescue exercises. 
 
Named after Signalman First Class Douglas Munro, Munro is one
of four Coast Guard national security cutters homeported in
Alameda. The cutter’s namesake is the Coast Guard’s only Medal
of  Honor  recipient.  He  was  awarded  for  his  actions  and
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sacrifice in the defense, rescue, and evacuation of a U.S.
Marine battalion from Point Cruz at Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands in 1942. 
 
National  security  cutters  are  the  largest  and  most
technologically  sophisticated  cutters  in  the  Coast  Guard’s
white-hull fleet. National security cutters can operate in the
most demanding open ocean environments, including the North
Pacific’s hazardous fisheries and the Southern Pacific’s vast
approaches, where much of the American narcotics trafficking
occurs.  With  robust  command,  control,  communication,
computers,  intelligence,  surveillance,  and  reconnaissance
equipment, stern boat launch and aviation facilities, as well
as long-endurance station keeping, national security cutters
are an afloat operational-level headquarters for complex law
enforcement and national security missions involving multiple
Coast Guard and partner agency participation. 

HII  AWARDED  $244  MILLION
CONTRACT  TO  INTEGRATE
MINOTAUR  SOFTWARE  PRODUCTS
INTO MARITIME PLATFORMS
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Release from HII

***** 

Contract Extends HII’s ISR Mission Support Across Domains 

MCLEAN, Va., (Oct. 17, 2023) — HII (NYSE: HII) announced today
that its Mission Technologies division was awarded a $244
million task order to integrate Minotaur software products
into maritime platforms for the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps
and U.S. Coast Guard. 

HII was awarded this contract under the Department of Defense
(DoD)  Information  Analysis  Center’s  (IAC)  multiple-award
contract (MAC) vehicle.  IAC MAC task orders are awarded by
the U.S. Air Force’s 774th Enterprise Sourcing Squadron to
develop and create new knowledge for the enhancement of the
Defense  Technical  Information  Center  repository  and  the
research  and  development  and  science  and  technology
community.  

Under  the  Naval  Air  Systems  Command  task  order,  HII  will
perform  research,  development,  test  and  evaluation  to
facilitate  the  integration  of  Minotaur  Family  of  Services

https://hii.com/news/hii-awarded-244-million-contract-to-integrate-minotaur-software-products-into-maritime-platforms/


products  into  the  services’  maritime  platforms  to  meet
intelligence,  surveillance  and  reconnaissance  warfighting
requirements. 

Minotaur products support the warfighter by enhancing sensor
performance  and  presenting  data  from  multiple  types  of
sensors, including radar and C5ISR equipment, into a single
common operating picture and transmitting that data to other
platforms and units during operations. 

HII has been the first and only industry prime developer of
Minotaur since the program was first awarded to industry in
2020. 

The contract has a five-year period of performance, with work
conducted at contractor facilities in various U.S. locations. 

“HII  has  been  at  the  forefront  of  Minotaur  software
development for nearly a decade,” said Andy Green, executive
vice president of HII and president of Mission Technologies.
“It’s a privilege to continue this mission-critical work and
to concurrently deliver the advantage to three branches of the
Armed Forces.” 

“We  are  pleased  that  the  Navy  has  selected  this  proven
technology  to  meet  the  combined  requirements  of  next-
generation Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard ISR platforms,”
said Todd Gentry, president of Mission Technologies’ C5ISR
business group. “We have assembled an outstanding team and
look forward to expanding our longstanding partnership with
the Navy and supporting the tri-service maritime strategy.” 



U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Campbell  Returns  Home
following 75-day Patrol

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

Oct. 16, 2023 

NEWPORT,  R.I.   — The  crew  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Campbell (WMEC 909) returned to their home port in Newport,
Friday, following a 75-day multi-mission patrol to the South
Florida Straits and Windward Passage. 

Campbell deployed in support of Homeland Security Task Force –
Southeast and Operation Vigilant Sentry within the Coast Guard
Seventh  District’s  area  of  responsibility.  Campbell’s  crew
conducted maritime safety and security missions while working
to detect, deter, and intercept unsafe and illegal maritime
migration  ventures  bound  for  the  United  States.  Over  the
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course of the patrol, Campbell’s crew rescued, cared for and
repatriated 111 migrants. 

Notably,  Campbell  teamed  up  with  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Valiant (WMEC 621) for a search and rescue and law enforcement
operation ahead of Hurricane Idalia. While transiting 70 miles
east of Tybee Island, Georgia, Valiant located a makeshift
hydro-pod vessel adrift. The vessel operator refused a Coast
Guard Captain of the Port order to return to port due to a
manifestly  unsafe  voyage.  Campbell  arrived  on  scene  and
facilitated the operator’s safe evacuation from the vessel
less than 24 hours prior to the arrival of tropical storm
force winds and seas. 

“I am very proud of everything the Campbell and our crew
accomplished this patrol, from protecting mariners from the
treacherous seas of tropical cyclones to standing the watch
along  our  southeast  maritime  border,”  said  Cmdr.  Jonathan
Harris, commanding officer of Campbell. “This crew continues
to  live  up  to  the  ship’s  motto  of  ‘Pride  –  Tradition  –
Readiness’ as we celebrate 35 years of Campbell’s service to
our nation.” 

HSTF-SE serves as the Department of Homeland Security lead for
operational and tactical planning, command and control, and
acts as a standing organization to interdict illegal maritime
migration attempts with federal, state and local partners.
HSTF-SE continues enhanced enforcement efforts in support of
OVS, the 2004 DHS plan to respond to irregular and unlawful
mass maritime migration in the Caribbean Sea and the Florida
Straits. 

Campbell is a 270-foot, Famous-class medium endurance cutter.
The  cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-narcotics
operations,  migrant  interdiction,  living  marine  resources
protection, and search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast
Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere. 



For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Valiant
returns  home  after  $30
million drug seizure, rescue
of 2

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 
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Oct. 16, 2023 

Coast Guard Cutter Valiant returns home after $30 million drug
seizure, rescue of 2 

U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

MAYPORT, Fla.— The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Valiant
(WMEC 621) returned home, Thursday, to Naval Station Mayport
after completing a 49-day deployment in the Atlantic Ocean,
Caribbean Sea, and Florida Straits.  

Patrolling in support of the Homeland Security Task Force –
Southeast’s Operation Vigilant Sentry and Joint Interagency
Task Force-South, in the Seventh Coast Guard District’s area
of responsibility, Valiant’s crew conducted maritime safety
and security missions.  

During the patrol, Valiant assisted two lives at sea during
two separate search and rescue cases.  

The  cutter’s  crew  also  conducted  counterdrug  operations,
interdicting one go-fast vessel with over 97 pounds of cocaine
and assisting international partners, the Royal Netherlands
Navy patrol vessel HNLMS Groningen (P843), with two additional
interdictions.  Throughout  the  patrol,  Valiant  seized  or
assisted in the seizure of more than $30 million in illegal
narcotics.  

Valiant’s  crew  later  transitioned  to  migrant  interdiction
operations and embarked and cared for over 50 migrants in the
Florida Straits.  

“Valiant’s crew had an exceptional patrol,” said Lt. Kristian
Sova,  Valiant’s  operations  officer.  “We  participated  in
multiple  Coast  Guard  mission  sets,  combatting  the  illegal
trafficking of drugs and saving lives at sea. We look forward
to getting home and celebrating with our families.”  

Detecting and interdicting illegal drug traffickers on the



high seas involves significant interagency and international
coordination.  JIATF-South  in  Key  West,  Florida,  conducts
detection and monitoring of aerial and maritime transit of
illegal drugs. Once interdiction becomes imminent, the law
enforcement phase of the operation begins, and control of the
operation  shifts  to  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  throughout  the
interdiction and apprehension process. Interdictions in the
Caribbean Sea are performed by members of the U.S. Coast Guard
under the authority and control of the Coast Guard’s Seventh
District, headquartered in Miami. 

Valiant is a 210-foot, Reliance-class medium endurance cutter.
The  cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-drug  operations,
migrant interdiction, enforcement of federal fishery laws, and
search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations
throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

For  more  information  on  Valiant,
visit https://www.atlanticarea.uscg.mil/Area-Cutters/CGCVALIAN
T/. 

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 

CTF  150,  U.S.  Coast  Guard
Seize $25 Million in Illegal
Drugs 
Release  from  U.S.  Naval  Forces  Central  Command  Public
Affairs   

https://www.atlanticarea.uscg.mil/Area-Cutters/CGCVALIANT/
https://www.atlanticarea.uscg.mil/Area-Cutters/CGCVALIANT/
https://www.gocoastguard.com/
https://uscga.edu/
https://seapowermagazine.org/ctf-150-u-s-coast-guard-seize-25-million-in-illegal-drugs/
https://seapowermagazine.org/ctf-150-u-s-coast-guard-seize-25-million-in-illegal-drugs/
https://seapowermagazine.org/ctf-150-u-s-coast-guard-seize-25-million-in-illegal-drugs/


***** 

By U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs | October
11, 2023 

MANAMA, Bahrain — The U.S. Coast Guard Sentinel-class fast
response cutter USCGC John Scheuerman (WPC 1146) seized about
$25 million worth of illegal drugs from a stateless vessel
while operating in the international waters of the Gulf of
Oman, Oct. 3. 

The cutter, working under the command of Combined Task Force
(CTF)  150,  seized  360  kilograms  of  methamphetamines,  107
kilograms of heroin and 1,961 kilograms of hashish from the
vessel during an interdiction operation. 

This event marks the second time in a month that CTF 150 has
interdicted illicit narcotics at sea. Last month, the Royal
Navy  frigate  HMS  Lancaster  (F229)  seized  more  than  450
kilograms, or approximately $9.5 million, of illegal drugs
including heroin and hashish during a CTF 150 operation in the
Arabian Sea. 

“This  new  seizure,  the  second  since  the  French  Navy  took
command of CTF 150 last July, again shows the commitment of
Combined Maritime Forces working together to enhance maritime
security in the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean,” said French
Navy Capt. Yannick Bossu, commander of CTF 150. 

CTF 150 is one of five task forces under Combined Maritime
Forces, the largest multinational naval partnership in the
world. CTF 150 focuses on maritime security operations outside
the Arabian Gulf. 

Since 2021, Combined Maritime Forces has seized more than $1
billion in illegal drugs while patrolling waters across the
Middle East. 

The  38-nation  naval  partnership  upholds  the  international



rules-based order by promoting security and stability across
3.2 million square miles of water encompassing some of the
world’s most important shipping lanes. 


