
Coast Guard Rings in Birthday
at Sea-Air-Space

Coast Guard and Navy League officials celebrate the service’s
231st birthday on Aug. 4. NAVY LEAGUE
NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The U.S. Coast Guard celebrated its

231st birthday on Aug. 4 and Commandant Adm. Karl Schultz and
service  officials  said  it  is  increasing  cooperation  with
international  partners,  working  with  industry  on  energy
projects such as wind farms and making changes to increase
diversity and guard retention.

“I think it’s an exciting time for us,” Schultz said, telling
the audience at Sea-Air-Space 2021, “let us figure out where
we can team up with you.”

Ann Castiglione-Cataldo, director of international affairs and
foreign policy, said the service is working to build capable
partnerships  around  the  world  to  tackle  such  issues  as
illegal,  unreported,  and  unregulated  fishing  and  climate
change.

“All coast guards are grappling with this,” she said.

Rear Adm. John Mauger, assistant commandant for prevention
policy, said his office is working to maintain safe use of the
waterways for all users, which includes working with states
and localities on installing coastal wind farms and assisting
with commercial space launch operations.

There are currently only five wind turbines active off of
Rhode Island and two in Virginia, Mauger said, but many more
projects are in the works, and the service is advising on
their location to help maintain access to waterways.

Commercial space launches are also coming to the fore. The
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Coast Guard helps keep waterways clear near launch sites. In
the old NASA days, that just meant monitoring areas in Florida
and Texas, but commercial space launches can occur from many
more places, including floating platforms.

The Coast Guard has had issues with retaining female Coast
Guard personnel, said Michel Godfrey, the director of civilian
human  resources,  diversity  and  leadership.  At  one  point,
retention rates past the 15-year mark for women lagged behind
men by 10%, but recent efforts have cut that to 3%.

One such effort is the parental leave program, which pulls in
Coast Guard reservists to temporarily replace service members
on maternity leave.

“They come back and they are a stronger member of the Coast
Guard,” Godfrey said.

Schultz said, “Talent management is where we win or lose in
the Coast Guard.”

After the presentation, Navy League National President David
Reilly and CEO Mike Stevens presented Schultz with the Admiral
Arleigh  Burke  Leadership  Award,  the  Navy  League’s  highest
honor.  He  then  celebrated  the  Coast  Guard’s  founding  by
Alexander Hamilton with a cake.

Coast  Guard  Sees  Many  Uses
for Unmanned Systems in the
Arctic Environment

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Healy  deckhands  prepare  to  lower  an
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unmanned  underwater  vehicle,  operated  by  the  Woods  Hole
Oceanographic  Institute,  into  the  Beaufort  Sea  during  a
simulated spilled oil response and recovery exercise, Sept.
10,  2013.  WHOI  scientists  used  the  UUV  to  monitor  ice
conditions  from  below  during  the  simulated  exercise.  U.S.
COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class Grant DeVuyst
NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — First sought to extend the reach of
Coast  Guard  cutters  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  service  is
exploring the use of unmanned aerial, surface, and undersea
systems in the harsh and distant environs of the Arctic.

“Numerous types of platforms could be extremely valuable in
the  Arctic,”  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Capt.  Thom  Remmers  told  a,
exposition floor briefing Aug. 2 at the Navy League’s Sea-Air-
Space expo in National Harbor, Maryland.

Remmers, the Unmanned Cross-Functional team lead for the Coast
Guard’s Directorate for Capabilities (CG-7), said underwater
vehicles could “very easily and capably look for environmental
spills.”

The  Coast  Guard  partnered  with  Woods  Hole  Oceanographic
Institution in Massachusetts to operate a 250-lb. long-range
autonomous underwater vehicle (LRAUV), Polaris, developed by
the institute for just purpose, he said. “It demonstrated a
search for oil spills under the ice in the Arctic,” he added.

Remmers said the Coast Guard has also deployed unmanned aerial
vehicles on some icebreakers, like the Coast Guard Cutter
Healy,  “primarily  by  tactical  commanders  to  look  for  ice
floes,” he added.

“Those types of needs are not unique to the Arctic,” Remmers
said, “but they’re much more valuable when you start looking
at access in that region.” Unmanned systems could also provide
“a long-range persistent MDA [maritime domain awareness] type
of capability that we need up there,” he said.



Future  Maritime  Center  of
Excellence to Transform Coast
Guard Academy Waterfront

The U.S. Coast Guard Academy is situated along the Thames
River in New London, Connecticut. U.S. COAST GUARD
NEW LONDON, Conn. — A more than $23 million project is now
underway at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy that will transform
the waterfront area of the 90-year-old campus, the academy’s
public affairs office said in a July 29 release.  

The future Maritime Center of Excellence (MCOE) will enhance
the  waterfront  facilities  at  the  Academy  by  offering
interactive  and  high-tech  classrooms  for  a  variety  of
educational  and  leadership  development  courses.    

The 20,000 square foot structure will be the Academy’s first
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified
building and will highlight the unique waterfront leadership
programs  and  nationally  prominent  intercollegiate  sailing
program. 

In a twist on the traditional groundbreaking ceremony, leaders
signed a ceremonial steel beam which will be used in the
construction of the future center during a July 29 event to
commemorate the start of the project.    

Present at the event were Rear Adm. Bill Kelly, superintendent
of the Coast Guard Academy, retired Coast Guard Capt. Andrea
Marcille, president of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy Alumni
Association and retired Coast Guard Vice Adm. Manson Brown,
chair of the Alumni Association Board of Directors.   
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The  modern  design  of  the  MCOE  includes  ambitious
sustainability design goals in line with coordinated climate
resiliency efforts across the service, and one of several
lines of effort that the Department of Homeland Security and
its component agencies have taken to address the dangers posed
by global climate change.  

The construction is targeting LEED Gold certification. LEED
certification involves a set of rating systems for the design,
construction, operation, and maintenance of modern buildings
to achieve sustainability and resource efficiency goals.   

“This LEED certified, multi-purpose facility will serve as
gathering spot for cadets and officer candidates from across
our great nation,” said Rear Adm. Kelly. “It will be a space
where young women and men can gather to learn and grow and I
am certain it will serve as a facility that will enhance an
appreciation for the water and all its power and beauty and
ultimately it will help us instill a liking for the sea and
its lore.” 

The interior spaces of the future center have been designed
with access to daylight, and natural ventilation to minimize
reliance on artificial lighting and air conditioning. Double-
height spaces for vessel maintenance, office space, and an
atrium will provide natural ventilation. Other sustainability
goals include the exploration of ground-source heating and
cooling, solar panels, and rainwater harvesting. The building
exterior will also feature durable, resilient materials that
are easily maintained. 

With a curvilinear vaulted roof, wooden decks, and true north
orientation  the  building  is  designed  to  highlight  the
waterfront  landscape.  The  new  facility  will  also  feature
interactive and high-tech classrooms such as the Science and
Engineering  Innovation  Laboratory  designed  to  encourage
collaboration  in  areas  of  digital  processing,  robotics,
alternative fuels and emissions, and environmental and coastal



resiliency among others.  

This represents a significant step forward as the Academy
works  to  recapitalize  1930’s  infrastructure  and  build
modernized  training  and  education  venues  to  deliver  the
knowledge, skills, experience and values necessary to develop
the future Coast Guard workforce. 

U.S. Coast Guard Commissions
3  Fast  Response  Cutters  in
Guam

Adm. Karl Schultz, the commandant of the Coast Guard, speaks
during a rare triple-commissioning ceremony at Coast Guard
Sector Guam July 29, 2021. During the ceremony, Coast Guard
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Cutters Myrtle Hazard, Oliver Henry and Fredrick Hatch were
commissioned.  U.S.  COAST  GUARD  /  Petty  Officer  1st  Class
Travis Magee
SANTA  RITA,  Guam  —  The  Coast  Guard’s  three  newest  Fast
Response Cutters were commissioned July 29 during a ceremony
presided  over  by  Adm.  Karl  Schultz,  the  Coast  Guard’s
commandant, the Coast Guard 14th District said in a release. 

The Coast Guard Cutters Myrtle Hazard (WPC 1139), Oliver Henry
(WPC 1140) and Frederick Hatch (WPC 1143) were commissioned
during  a  rare  triple-commissioning  ceremony  at  their  new
homeport at Coast Guard Forces Micronesia Sector Guam.  

“The  triple  commissioning  of  Coast  Guard  Cutters  Myrtle
Hazard,  Oliver  Henry,  and  Frederick  Hatch  signals  our
dedication  to  regional  partners  and  the  growing  maritime
demand in the region,” said Capt. Nick Simmons, commander,
Coast Guard Forces Micronesia Sector Guam. “It was an honor to
celebrate this historic event with the crews, families and
sponsors for each cutters’ namesake.”  

Like the 30-year-old Island-class patrol boats before them,
they will support the people of Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern  Mariana  Islands,  and  our  international  partners
throughout  Oceania.  The  FRCs  represent  the  Coast  Guard’s
commitment  to  modernizing  service  assets  to  address  the
increasingly complex global Maritime Transportation System.  

The Coast Guard already has a well-established presence within
the region due to its bilateral shiprider agreements with
Pacific  Island  Forum  countries.  These  shiprider  agreements
allow partnering nations’ defense and law enforcement officers
to go aboard Coast Guard vessels to observe, board and search
vessels  suspected  of  violating  laws  or  regulations  within
their exclusive economic zones.  

By embarking shipriders, Coast Guard crews are able to support
allies in the region and work towards expanding security by
addressing  regional  challenges  to  peace,  prosperity,  and



social  inclusion.  The  retention  of  crewmembers  from  these
invaluable  missions  means  the  lessons  learned  from  joint
operations will carry over to the new FRCs, ensuring goodwill
developed by past Coast Guard assets will remain applicable.  

“These  initiatives  cultivate  relationships  and  they  solve
practical problems,” said Schultz. “In this way the Coast
Guard’s  distinct  contributions  to  maritime  government  are
built on people-to-people relationships.” 

Named after Coast Guard enlisted heroes, FRCs are equipped
with  advanced  command,  control,  communications,  computers,
intelligence,  surveillance,  and  reconnaissance  systems  and
boast a greater range and endurance. At 154-feet long, they
reach speeds of over 28 knots covering a distance of 2,500
nautical miles over a five-day patrol. They are armed with a
stabilized 25-mm machine gun mount and four crew-served .50-
caliber machine guns. 

These advanced capabilities greatly improve the Coast Guard’s
ability to conduct missions ranging from search and rescue to
national defense while also contributing to joint operations
between the United States and its regional partners as they
work towards common goals such as the prevention of illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing.  

“The people of Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands and Micronesia can rest assured that these multi-
mission  platforms  stand  ready  to  support  our  partners
throughout  the  region,”  said  Simmons.   

Each FRC has a standard 24-person crew. This brings over 70
new  Coast  Guard  members  to  Guam,  along  with  their  family
members. Prior to the FRCs’ arrival, the Coast Guard presence
on  Guam  was  composed  of  approximately  250  active-duty
personnel  and  40  reservists.  



Coast Guard Breaks Ground on
New  Cutter  Support  facility
at  Base  Los  Angeles/Long
Beach

Debra Chinn, a member of the Coast Guard Facility Design and
Construction Center, Rear Adm. Carola List, the Coast Guard
Assistant  Commandant  for  Engineering  and  Logistics,  Robert
Pitcock, a project executive for Gilbane, Vice Adm. Michael
McAllister, the Coast Guard Pacific Area commander, and Capt.
Lisa  Sharkey,  Coast  Guard  Base  Los  Angeles/Long  Beach
commanding officer, participate in a ground breaking ceremony
for a new cutter support facility at Base Los Angeles/Long
Beach, July 28, 2021. U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 1st
Class Richard W. Brahm
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SAN PEDRO, Calif. — The Coast Guard broke ground Wednesday on
a new facility at Base Los Angeles/Long Beach in San Pedro
that will be home to the service’s newest additions to its
fleet,  the  Coast  Guard  11th  District  said  in  a  July  28
release. 

Located at 1001 S. Seaside Avenue, the new $35 million, 11,500
square-foot Naval Engineering Department facility is scheduled
to be an extension to the existing Maintenance Augmentation
Team (MAT) building that will support the Coast Guard’s first
two offshore patrol cutters.  

The 360-foot Coast Guard Cutter Argus (WMSM 915) and Coast
Guard  Cutter  Chase  (WMSM  916)  are  under  construction  and
expected  to  arrive  in  late  2022/early  2023.  The  offshore
patrol  cutters  will  join  the  four  154-foot  fast  response
cutters — Forrest Rednour, Robert Ward, Terrell Horne, and
Benjamin Bottoms — and the 175-foot buoy tender, the Coast
Guard Cutter George Cobb (WLM 564), currently stationed at
Base LA/LB.  

Once completed in October 2022, the facility will accommodate
approximately  60  personnel  who  will  provide  maintenance,
weapon, and naval engineering support for the fast response
and offshore patrol cutters. In addition to the building, a
new 257-foot pier extension is scheduled to be built to make
room  for  the  Chase.  Improvements  are  also  slated  for  the
existing Electronics Support Detachment and warehouse on the
base. 

“Every Coast Guard mission starts and ends at a base. This new
cutter  support  facility  will  enhance  the  capabilities  of
future Coast Guard cutters to meet critical mission needs in a
demanding and constantly evolving maritime environment,” said
Vice Adm. Michael F. McAllister, commander U.S. Coast Guard
Pacific Area. “The Coast Guard’s first two offshore patrol
cutters will be homeported at Base Los Angeles-Long Beach and
this facility will provide the operational support needed to



ensure future Coast Guard crews can accomplish their mission
successfully.” 

With the addition of the two new offshore patrol cutters, the
base will require more space and staff to support the growing
fleet. Personnel at Base LA/LB nearly doubled since 2018. 

The offshore patrol cutters are the newest vessels in the
Coast Guard’s fleet. The state-of-the-art ships are scheduled
to  replace  the  service’s  270-foot  and  210-foot  medium-
endurance cutters and will be used to patrol the open ocean in
the most demanding maritime environments. 

Coast Guard Cutter Dependable
Returns Home Following 29-day
Patrol

The Crew of Coast Guard Cutter Dependable returned to their
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homeport in Virginia Beach, Virginia, after a 29-day patrol in
the north-eastern coast of the United States, July 27, 2021.
The  Virginia  Beach-based  210-foot  Reliance  Class  Medium
Endurance Cutter contains a permanent crew complement of 75
personnel. U.S. COAST GUARD
VIRGINIA  BEACH,  Va.  —  The  crew  of  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Dependable returned to their homeport in Virginia Beach after
a  29-day  patrol  in  the  north-eastern  coast  of  the  United
States, July 27, the Coast Guard 5th District said in a July
28 release.  

Throughout the patrol, the Dependable’s crew conducted over 15
living  marine  resource  boardings  resulting  in  violations
ranging from commercial fishing vessel safety discrepancies to
various fishing violations. Living marine resource enforcement
patrols are vital to the continued sustainability and safety
of the multi-billion-dollar U.S. seafood industry, as well as
safeguarding marine protected species. 

The Dependable’s crew focused on the Coast Guard’s living
marine  resource  enforcement  mission,  inspecting  federally
managed fishing vessels’ catch, gear, and lifesaving equipment
to ensure compliance with laws and regulations and ensure
safety of life at sea. 

“I am very proud of the crew of the Dependable, especially
considering a significant portion of the crew just reported
aboard  this  summer,”  said  Cmdr.  Joshua  Burch,  commanding
officer  of  the  Dependable.  “They  displayed  exceptional
professionalism  and  adaptability  in  performing  our  primary
mission of enforcing federal safety regulations within the
commercial fishing fleet and protecting our nation’s valuable
natural marine resources. We continue to play a critical role
in  sustaining  a  healthy  domestic  fisheries  industry  and
fostering  that  important  relationship  with  the  maritime
community.” 

The  Dependable  is  a  210-foot  medium-endurance  cutter  that
routinely deploys in support of counter-drug, alien migrant



interdiction,  fisheries,  search  and  rescue  and  homeland
security missions. 
 
 

Coast  Guard  Repatriates  27
Migrants to Cuba
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Five Cuban migrants aboard a makeshift vessel approximately 15
miles off the coast of Islamorada, Florida, July 24, 2021.
Coast Guard Cutter Charles Sexton’s crew repatriated 27 Cubans
to Cuba, Tuesday, following two interdictions off Florida’s



coast. U.S. COAST GUARD
MIAMI — Coast Guard Cutter Charles Sexton’s crew repatriated
27 Cubans to Cuba, July 27, following two interdictions off
Florida’s  coast,  the  Coast  Guard  7th  District  said  in  a
release. 

In the first interdiction, a good Samaritan reported a 21-foot
vessel with 22 people aboard, approximately seven miles south
of Key West to Coast Guard Sector Key West watchstanders at
approximately 3:45 p.m., July 23. They were brought aboard
Coast  Guard  Cutter  William  Trump  and  transferred  to  the
Charles Sexton and reported in good health. 

In the second interdiction, Coast Guard Station Islamorada
reported  a  makeshift  raft  with  five  people  aboard,
approximately 15 miles offshore of Islamorada to Sector Key
West watchstanders at approximately 4 p.m., July 24. A Station
Islamorada boat crew picked up the five people and transferred
them  to  the  Charles  Sexton.  They  were  reported  in  good
health. 

“Taking to the seas on unsafe vessels is dangerous and can
result in loss of life,” said Capt. Adam Chamie, Coast Guard
Sector Key West Commander. “We request all mariners to report
any possible migrant voyages to help prevent loss of life at
sea.” 

Since Oct. 1, 2020, Coast Guard crews have interdicted 595
Cubans compared to: 

5,396 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2016 
1,468 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2017 
259 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2018 
313 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2019 
49 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2020 

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. 



Cutter  Harriet  Lane
Interdicts $16 million Worth
of Illicit Drugs

Crewmembers from the Coast Guard Cutter Harriet Lane conduct
sunset flight operations with an MH-65 Dolphin aircrew from
Coast Guard Air Station Miami in the Caribbean Sea. U.S. COAST
GUARD
PORTSMOUTH, Va. — The Coast Guard Cutter Harriet Lane returned
to its homeport in Portsmouth, Virginia, after a 72-day patrol
in the Caribbean Sea, July 25, the Coast Guard 5th District
said in a July 27 release.  

The Harriet Lane’s crew performed counter-drug and migrant
interdiction  operations  in  support  of  the  Coast  Guard
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7th  District  and  Joint  Interagency  Task  Force-South.   

Throughout the patrol, the crew of the Harriet Lane worked in
conjunction with a diverse array of U.S. and foreign military
assets to conduct vital training and perform its assigned law
enforcement mission, which included interdicting one go-fast
vessel carrying approximately 882 pounds of suspected cocaine
with an estimated street value of $16 million.  

The interdiction was conducted jointly with USS Wichita (LCS
13). Harriet Lane’s crew assumed tactical control of Wichita’s
helicopter, which employed airborne use of force executed by a
trained Coast Guard crew member. The helicopter disabled the
vessel and vectored in Harriet Lane’s small boat with embarked
boarding team. Harriet Lane crews also conducted multiple at
sea  transfers  of  suspected  illegal  narcotics  and  drug-
smugglers  with  the  Dutch  Navy  aboard  HNLMS  Holland  and
facilitated  the  at-sea  interdiction  of  a  suspected  drug
smuggling vessel by the French frigate Ventôse.  

In addition to operations, the Harriet Lane crew conducted a
towing exercise with the USS Wichita, taking the 378-foot
littoral combat ship in tow. During the evolution both vessels
exchanged crew members of various rates and rank to provide
exposure and promote professional development. This exercise
provided invaluable training for both crews and strengthened
the special relationships amongst the seagoing services. The
crew of Harriet Lane hosted Consul General Allen Greenberg,
the U.S. Consul General for Curacao and U.S. Chief of Mission
for  the  former  Dutch  Antilles.  Amidst  operations,  joint
military training and acts of diplomacy, the cutter crew also
completed aviation, damage control, seamanship and navigation
training to maintain operational readiness and prepare for
future multi-mission patrols. 

“I am tremendously humbled to have completed my first patrol
aboard  Harriet  Lane  with  this  fine  crew  of  maritime
professionals,” said Cmdr. Ben Goff, commanding officer of the



Harriet Lane “Throughout, we showcased a diversity of talent
unique to the world’s best Coast Guard. I am extremely proud
of the crew for their unwavering flexibility and selfless
service amidst a variety of scheduling changes and mission
challenges.  Likewise,  it  was  a  true  privilege  to  conduct
operations and training with our U.S., Dutch and French navy
partners.”   

Harriet Lane is a 270-foot medium-endurance cutter responsible
for a variety of Coast Guard missions, including search and
rescue, enforcement of laws and treaties, maritime defense,
and protection of the marine environment. 

Coast Guard Breaks Ground on
New Air Station in Ventura
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Debra Chinn, a member of the Coast Guard Facility Design and
Construction Center, Joe Bissaillon, the Architect and Project
Manager for Woolpert, Rear Adm. Carola List, the Coast Guard
Assistant Commandant for Engineering and Logistics, Vice Adm.
Michael McAllister, the Coast Guard Pacific Area commander,
Sam  Abutaleb,  the  Vice  President  of  Whiting-Turner
Construction, Rear Adm. Brian Penoyer, District 11 commander,
Capt. Thomas Cooper, Coast Guard Air Station San Francisco
commanding officer, and Capt. Kirk Lagerquist, the chief staff
officers  for  Naval  Base  Ventura  County,  participate  in  a
ground  breaking  ceremony  for  the  Coast  Guard  Air  Station
Ventura, July 27, 2021. U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 1st
Class Richard W. Brahm
SAN PEDRO, Calif. — The Coast Guard helicopter crews flying
out of rented space at the naval base at Point Mugu will
finally get a permanent home as ground broke July 27 for their
new  facility,  the  Coast  Guard  11th  District  said  in  a
release.  

The $53 million Coast Guard Air Station Ventura is scheduled
to include a 48,000 square-foot hangar and a 12,200 square-
foot  administration  and  berthing  facility  at  Naval  Base



Ventura County in Point Mugu.  

Four MH-65 Dolphin helicopters and 82 personnel are slated to
be stationed at the air station when it opens for operations
in August 2023. 

“We’re excited to break ground to re-establish a permanent air
station,” said Vice Adm. Michael F. McAllister, commander U.S.
Coast Guard Pacific Area. “The new air station in Ventura will
enhance critical mission capabilities, allowing us to better
serve this critical area.” 

Previously, the Coast Guard operated Air Station Los Angeles
out of the Los Angeles International Airport for more than
five decades until it lost its lease in May 2016. The Coast
Guard officially closed the air station and shifted aviation
operations to a Forward Operating Base (FOB) located at Naval
Base Ventura County supported by Coast Guard Air Station San
Francisco. The Point Mugu FOB operates out of a leased hangar
facility and leased berthing space from the Navy. Currently,
13 permanent service members and approximately 11 rotating
crewmembers  from  San  Francisco  fly  two  MH-65  Dolphin
helicopters  out  of  Point  Mugu.   

Coast Guard operations are scheduled to shift from the FOB to
the new facilities of Air Station Ventura upon the facility’s
completion.  

The air station’s area of responsibility covers 350 nautical
miles and stretches from Dana Point to Morro Bay, including
the Channel Islands. Missions include 24/7 emergency response,
search  and  rescue,  drug  and  migrant  interdiction,  law
enforcement,  and  marine  and  waterways  conservation  and
protection. 



HII  Authenticates  Keel  of
National  Security  Cutter
Calhoun

Ship sponsor Christina Calhoun Zubowicz writes her initials
onto a steel plate that will be welded inside Calhoun (WMSL
759),  the  national  security  cutter  named  in  honor  of  her
grandfather, Charles L. Calhoun. Pictured with Zubowicz are
(left to right) George Nungesser, Ingalls Shipbuilding vice
president  of  program  management;  Christopher  Tanner,  a
structural  welder  at  Ingalls;  and  Capt.  Peter  Morisseau,
commanding officer, U.S. Coast Guard Project Resident Office
Gulf Coast. HUNTINGTON INGALLS INDUSTRIES / Lance Davis
PASCAGOULA,  Miss.  —  Huntington  Ingalls  Industries’  Ingalls
Shipbuilding division ceremonially authenticated the keel of
Legend-class national security cutter Calhoun (WMSL 759) July
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23, the company said in a release. 

The  keel  authentication,  initially  planned  for  2020,  was
postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“This is a very special keel authentication ceremony for a
multitude of reasons,” said George Nungesser, Ingalls’ vice
president of program management. “While we were able to work
steadily and safely though the pandemic, visitation to the
shipyard made commemorating major shipbuilding milestones a
challenge. We are proud to be able to celebrate our talented
shipbuilders and their successes today during this ceremonial
keel laying.” 

Calhoun  recently  reached  the  halfway  point  of  its
construction. Ingalls is the builder-of-record for the Legend-
class NSC program and has delivered nine national security
cutters with two more under construction. 

NSC 10 is named for Charles L. Calhoun, the first master chief
petty officer of the Coast Guard. He served in the U.S. Navy
for  three  years  during  World  War  II  and  was  honorably
discharged as a torpedoman second class in February 1946.
Seven months later, he enlisted in the Coast Guard and held
various leadership positions over the course of 14 years. He
served as master chief petty officer of the Coast Guard from
Aug. 27, 1969, until Aug. 1, 1973. 

The  sponsor  of  NSC  10  is  Christina  Calhoun  Zubowicz,  the
granddaughter of Charles L. Calhoun. 

“I want to thank the entire United States Coast Guard for this
opportunity and recognize their fervent efforts in protecting
America’s  economic,  national  and  border
security,”  Zubowicz  said.  “May  abundant  divine  protection,
luck and blessings surround the ship: and the men and women —
the  shipbuilders,  in  crafting  the  new  innovative  national
security cutter, Calhoun.” 



The Legend-class NSC is the most technologically advanced ship
in the Coast Guard’s fleet, which enables it to meet the high
demands  required  for  maritime  and  homeland  security,  law
enforcement,  marine  safety,  environmental  protection  and
national defense missions. NSCs are 418 feet long with a top
speed of 28 knots, a range of 12,000 miles, an endurance of 60
days and a crew of 120. 


