
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Forces
Micronesia Sector/Guam’s Fast
Response  Cutters  bolster
Pacific  Partnership  Strategy
and strengthen Pacific Island
Country relations 

Release from U.S. Coast Guard 14th District 

***** 

Aug. 18, 2023 

SANTA RITA, Guam — In a robust display of maritime commitment,
U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam’s Fast Response
Cutters conducted four patrols over 44 days, enhancing safety
and prosperity in the Pacific Islands region while combatting
illicit maritime activity, including illegal, unregulated, and
unreported fishing and the illegal and unsafe transport of
passengers. 
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The crews of USCGC Frederick Hatch (WPC 1143), USCGC Myrtle
Hazard (WPC 1139), and USCGC Oliver Henry (WPC 1140): 
 
– Conducted seven boardings and five observation reports. 
– Completed over 20 training evolutions. 
– Qualified 18 new shipboard members. 
– Supported the investigation into the transport of 11 people
aboard  an  overloaded  vessel  transiting  to  Guam  from  the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands on an illegal
charter following their rescue by DoD partners.  
–  Supported  operations  such  as  Operation  Blue  Pacific,
Operation Rematau, Operation Nasse, and Operation Koa Moana. 
 
“Our Fast Response Cutter crews exhibit both efficacy and
presence as a consistent and trusted partner in the region.
Our Pacific Island Country partners’ warmth and regard for the
Coast Guard is a testament to the strong connections we have
nurtured over the years. It is our commitment to the people of
the  Pacific  Island  Countries  to  protect  Oceania  and  its
resources for them from undue strategic competition that would
undermine  those  relationships  and  destabilize  the  region,”
said Cmdr. Greg Sickels, deputy sector commander of U.S. Coast
Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam.  
 
Operational Achievements and Highlights 
 
– USCGC Frederick Hatch (June 21 – July 2 and July 18 – Aug.
3):  Enhanced  international  relations,  streamlined  boarding
processes, qualified new personnel, and improved communication
with FSM Maritime Police. 
 
– USCGC Myrtle Hazard (July 3 – 16): Strengthened connection
with CNMI, ensured maritime law enforcement presence in less
patrolled areas, and enhanced collaboration with customs and
public safety departments. 
 
– USCGC Oliver Henry (July 18 – 23): Increased U.S. presence,



enforced fishing regulations, and fostered crew readiness with
weapons proficiency and collaboration. 
 
These  accomplishments  underscore  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard’s
pivotal role in promoting maritime governance, ensuring good
relations, and fostering strategic competition in the Pacific
Islands region. The U.S. Coast Guard remains a consistent and
reliable partner, working collaboratively with Pacific Island
Countries to achieve shared objectives and bolster regional
security. 
 
Operation Rematau, an integral part of Operation Blue Pacific,
is  spearheaded  by  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Forces
Micronesia/Sector  Guam.  This  initiative  fosters  security,
safety,  sovereignty,  and  economic  prosperity  throughout
Oceania. Rematau translates to “people of the deep sea” and
embodies  the  Coast  Guard’s  unwavering  commitment  to
safeguarding  the  people  of  this  region.  
 
The U.S. Coast Guard actively exercises 12 bilateral maritime
law  enforcement  agreements  with  Pacific  Island  Countries,
reinforcing  maritime  law  enforcement  operations  and  domain
awareness in the region. In October 2022, the Service, on
behalf  of  the  U.S.,  signed  the  first  enhanced  bilateral
agreement  with  the  Federated  States  of  Micronesia.  This
landmark  agreement  builds  on  the  existing  shiprider
arrangement,  allowing  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  to  conduct
boardings in the FSM’s exclusive economic zone with prior
approval working with the FSM National Police, but without an
FSM officer physically present. This expansion significantly
amplifies the FSM’s capacity to protect its sovereignty and
resources across an area spanning 1 million square miles and
more than 600 islands. Boardings have already been conducted
under this enhanced shiprider agreement, attracting interest
in similar arrangements from other nations in the area. 
 
In May 2023, the U.S. signed a new bilateral agreement with



Papua New Guinea, richly endowed with natural resources like
gold, copper, oil, and natural gas. While its formal sector
focuses on exports of these commodities, most of its people
rely  on  subsistence  agriculture.  As  of  2020,  agriculture,
forestry, and fishing reportedly account for nearly 19 percent
of PNG’s GDP. The agreement aligns with the PNG government’s
efforts to safeguard their islands and 1.2 million square
miles of EEZ, which are vital to their economic well-being.
Recently ratified by their parliament, this partnership, at
the  request  of  the  Papua  New  Guinea  government, further
extends  the  reach  and  impact  of  maritime  law  enforcement
efforts. In line with this initiative, a U.S. Coast Guard
cutter from Guam will be collaborating with Papua New Guinea
to enact their new agreement shortly, continuing to foster
security and collaboration across the Pacific. 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/Sector Guam comprises more
than 300 members based in Guam and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands spread across shoreside and afloat
units committed to maritime safety, security, and stewardship
in Oceania.  
 
For more information on the U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia
Sector/Guam’s operations and achievements, please visit the
official  DVIDS  account  at
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/USCG-FMSG.  

Coast Guard Cutter Dauntless
Returns Home Following 42-day
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Multi-Mission Patrol 

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

Aug. 19, 2023 

PENSACOLA, Fla. – The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Dauntless (WMEC 624) returned to their homeport in Pensacola
Saturday following a 42-day patrol in the Windward Pass. 

Operating under the Seventh Coast Guard District’s area of
responsibility in support of Operation Vigilant Sentry and
Homeland Security Taskforce — Southeast, Dauntless’ primary
mission was deterring dangerous, illegal migration. 

Notably, Dauntless’ crew contributed to the protection of life
at sea by detecting an overloaded 60-foot vessel with 274
persons aboard. Dauntless worked with other Coast Guard assets
to  safely  interdict  the  vessel  at  sea  and  handle  the

https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-cutter-dauntless-returns-home-following-42-day-multi-mission-patrol/
https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3498551/coast-guard-cutter-dauntless-returns-home-following-42-day-multi-mission-patrol/
https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3498551/coast-guard-cutter-dauntless-returns-home-following-42-day-multi-mission-patrol/


subsequent  care  and  repatriation  of  the  individuals.  

In  addition,  the  Dauntless  crew  also  supported  the  Coast
Guard’s counterdrug mission by detecting one go-fast vessel
suspected of carrying illegal narcotics in Haitian waters.  

“I  am  extremely  impressed  with  the  crew’s  excellent
performance during the ship’s first patrol in more than nine
months following an extended maintenance period,” said Cmdr.
Aaron  Kowalczk,  commanding  officer  of  Dauntless.  “The
Dauntless’  crew  continues  to  provide  for  the  safety  of
mariners and the enforcement of maritime laws and treaties.” 

Dauntless  is  a  210-foot  Reliance-class  medium  endurance
cutter. The cutter’s primary missions are counter-narcotics
operations,  migrant  interdiction,  living  marine  resource
protection, and search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast
Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere.   

Blue  Ridge  Returns  to
Yokosuka,  Concludes  Summer
Patrol
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Release from U.S. 7th Fleet 

***** 

From Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Matt Hall, USS
Blue Ridge (LCC 19) Public Affairs 

YOKOSUKA, Japan — U.S. 7th Fleet flagship, USS Blue Ridge
(LCC-19)  returned  to  Commander,  Fleet  Activities  Yokosuka,
Aug. 17, after a patrol in the Indo-Pacific region. 

The patrol, which began July 8, saw Blue Ridge make port
visits to Singapore; Jakarta, Indonesia; Muara, Brunei; and
Puerto  Princesa,  Philippines,  enabling  dialogue  and
relationship  building  among  allies  and  partners.  

“I am extremely proud of the hard work and flexibility that
the  crew  showed  during  this  patrol,”  said  Blue  Ridge
Commanding  Officer,  Capt.  Dale  M.  Gregory.  “Their
professionalism and teamwork led to a successful patrol and
allowed us engage with partners across the Indo-Pacific. It is
in creating these people-to-people ties with our partners that
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we are able further our shared interests in preserving peace
and prosperity and a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 

At  the  beginning  of  patrol,  Blue  Ridge  visited  Jakarta,
Indonesia July 27  29; the ship’s first visit to the country
since  2019.  Thomas  conducted  talks  with  Chief  of  the
Indonesian Maritime Security Agency (Bakamla) Vice Adm. Aan
Kurnia;  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Republic  of  Indonesia,
Ambassador  Sung  Y.  Kim;  Chief  of  Staff  the  Republic  of
Indonesia Fleet Command, Rear Adm. Didong Rio Duta; and other
key-leaders. Additionally, members of the Seventh Fleet staff
conducted staff-talks with their Indonesian Navy counterparts,
aimed  at  improving  interoperability  and  addressing  shared
maritime security challenges. 

The visit to Jakarta included a by the U.S. 7th Fleet Band for
local  members  of  the  Indonesian  military  at  the  @America
cultural center. The band also spent time with a local school
band, sharing their expertise and knowledge, later ending with
a joint concert for friends and family members. Additionally,
Blue Ridge and U.S. 7th Fleet staff Sailors took part in
community outreach activities such as a beach clean-up, a
sports day with the Indonesian Navy, and volunteering at local
community programs for children. 

Second, Blue Ridge conducted a post visit in Muara, Brunei
Darussalam Aug. 3 – 5, the first visit to the country since
2002. There, Thomas conducted talks with U.S. Ambassador to
Brunei,  Her  Excellency  Caryn  McClelland;  the  Minister  of
Defence II, The Honorable Pehin Datu Lailaraja; Major General
(Retired) Dato Paduka Seri Haji Awang Halbi bin Haji Mohd
Yussof; the Commander of Royal Brunei Armed Forces, Major
General  Dato  Paduka  Seri  Haji  Muhammad  Haszaimi  bin  Bol
Hassan; and other key-leaders from Brunei. 

While in Brunei, Muslim Sailors had the opportunity to visit a
local mosque for Friday prayers. Additionally, Blue Ridge and
U.S. 7th Fleet Sailors took part in a sports day with members



of  the  Royal  Brunei  Navy,  strengthening  the  bond  between
service members. 

Finally, Blue Ridge conducted a port visit in Puerto Princesa,
Philippines, Aug. 7 – 10, the ship’s first visit there since
2019. In Puerto Princesa, Thomas and U.S. 7th Fleet leadership
met  with  Vice  Admiral  Alberto  Carlos,  Commander,  Western
Command  (WESCOM)  and  WESCOM  leaders,  where  they  discussed
enhancing  interoperability  between  the  two  militaries  and
finding ways to increase cooperation in the maritime domain. 
Additionally, the U.S. 7th Fleet Deputy Commander Captain Amy
Bauernschmidt met with Captain Dennis Labay, the commander of
Philippine Coast Guard District Palawan. Thomas and U.S. 7th
Fleet staff also met with Puerto Princesa leadership including
Atty. Jethro M. Palayon and Mayor Lucilo Bayron. 

During the port call, the U.S. 7th Fleet Band performed in
front of a live audience at SM City Mall with counterparts
from  the  Philippine  Air  Force  Western  Command  Band.
Additionally, Blue Ridge hosted a tour of the ship to members
of the Philippine Air Force Western Command. 

Between port visits, Blue Ridge sailed 8,840 nautical miles
through the Philippine Sea and the South China Sea, conducted
three anchorages, 18 sea-and-anchor details, and four straight
transits. 9,100 rounds of ammunition were fired in multiple
live-fire exercises, and the “Golden Falcons” of Helicopter
Sea Combat Squadron 12 logged 21 hours of flight time in nine
helicopter operations. 
 

“I am extremely proud of the hard work and flexibility that
the  crew  showed  during  this  patrol,”  said  Blue  Ridge
Commanding  Officer,  Capt.  Dale  M.  Gregory.  “Their
professionalism and teamwork led to a successful patrol and
allowed us engage with partners across the Indo-Pacific. It is
in creating these people-to-people ties with our partners that
we are able further our shared interests in preserving peace



and prosperity and a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 

Blue Ridge is the oldest operational ship in the Navy, and as
U.S. 7th Fleet command ship, is responsible for patrolling and
fostering relationships within the Indo- Pacific Region. 

For  more  news  from  USS  Blue  Ridge,
visit http://www.navy.mil/local/lcc19/.  

Coast  Guard  shifts  response
focus to maritime environment
after Maui Fires
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Release from U.S. Coast Guard 14th District 

***** 

Aug. 14, 2023 

HONOLULU – Coast Guard first responders are shifting the focus
of  response  resources  to  minimizing  maritime  environmental
impacts from the Maui fires while remaining ready to respond
to any new reports of individuals in the water, Monday.  

The  Coast  Guard has  deployed  pollution  response  teams  and
equipment to affected locations, to include a 100-foot boom
placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lahaina  Harbor,  to  contain
potential  hazardous  contaminants  and  materials.   

“While the  Coast  Guard  is  always  postured  for  search  and
rescue operations, we are also focused on minimizing maritime
environmental impacts as a result of the Maui fires,” said
Cmdr. Kyra Dykeman, the deputy incident commander for the
Coast Guard Maui fire response. “We reaffirm our unwavering
commitment to the community we serve.”   

The Coast Guard has a safety zone established from Wahikuli
Wayside Park to Launiupoko Beach Park, extending one nautical
mile seaward from the shoreline.  

The safety zone, enforced by the Coast Guard Maritime Safety
and Security Team Honolulu, remains in effect as potential
hazards in the waterway are still being evaluated. Safety
zones are critical in protecting people, vessels, and the
marine environment. In this response, the safety zone aids our
partner agencies and first responders by allowing them to
facilitate  operational  mandates  and  conduct  thorough
assessments without physical disruption by outside sources.
   

Coast  Guard divers  from  Regional  Dive  Locker  Pacific,  in
coordination  with  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric
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Administration, are using Side-Scan Sonar and a Submersible
Remote  Operated  Vehicle  to  map  the  Lahaina  Channel  and
coastline off Lahaina in order to detect hazards that would
make the channel unsafe for passage.  

The Coast Guard National Strike Force (NSF) arrived on Maui
Friday, to aid in the environmental response operation. The
NSF  provides  highly  trained,  experienced  personnel  and
specialized equipment to the Coast Guard and other federal
agencies  to  facilitate  responses  to  oil  and  hazardous
substance  pollution  incidents  in  order  to  protect  public
health and the environment.  

For those mariners with questions regarding transit of the
safety zone, owners of vessels impacted by the Lahaina fires,
and reports of pollution in and around Lahaina Harbor, please
call 808-723-0008. For all other questions or concerns please
contact the  Maui  Emergency  Operations  Center  at  (808)
205-9328.   

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Healy, scientists deploy ice
stations
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Release from U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area 

***** 

Editor’s Note: Click here for more U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Healy imagery 

BEAUFORT SEA – U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Healy (WAGB 20) crew
and embarked researchers ventured onto a floe of multi-year
ice for the first of three multi-instrument ice stations in
the Arctic Ocean Basin late July and early August. 

As  the  Healy  carefully  approached  and  maintained  position
alongside an ice floe above 77 degrees north, the crew and a
team of scientists, working in cooperation with the Office of
Naval  Research,  (ONR)  offloaded  a  diverse  collection  of
equipment on to the floe carefully selected for its size and
composition of multi-year ice. 

The  objectives  included  the  installation  of  two  major
instruments: the Waves, Weather, Ice Mass, Balance, and Ocean
(WIMBO) device, a massive weather buoy destined to remain at
sea; and a Dynamic Ocean Topography device, collecting sea
surface  data.  Science  instruments  like  the  WIMBO  are

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3491123/us-coast-guard-cutter-healy-scientists-deploy-ice-stations/
https://www.dvidshub.net/feature/USCGPolarOps


individual components of a greater project, the Arctic Mobile
Observing System (AMOS), a network of robotic oceanographic
instruments making years-long autonomous observations of ocean
and sea ice physics. 

The science party, headed by Dr. Craig Lee of the University
of Washington’s Applied Physics Laboratory is comprised of the
foremost leaders in the field of oceanographic science. 

“The ONR AMOS program focuses on developing technologies for
making continuous, long-term scientific observations of the
Arctic marine environment,” said Lee. “The partnership between
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  and  science  is  critical  to  these
endeavors, as are the unique capabilities of Healy and the
skill of its crew.” 

Healy  is  the  Coast  Guard’s  only  icebreaker  specifically
designed for Arctic research, as well as the nation’s sole
surface presence routinely operating in the Arctic Ocean. The
platform is ideal for projects like AMOS; providing access to
the most remote reaches of the Arctic Ocean; areas barricaded
by pack ice and insurmountable by most research vessels. 

Its  normal  operations  revolve  around  over-the-side  science
instrument  deployments  and  Conductivity,  Temperature,  and
Depth casts; both of which have been the focus during its
month-long trip with ONR. 

Healy proved capable of further support to the science party,
precisely locating and keeping station along an ice floe,
preserving its structural integrity for on-ice activity. The
ability to delicately maneuver the 16,000 ton (displacement)
ship while coordinating on-ice activities speaks to the crew’s
familiarity with the region. The unity of effort between the
Coast  Guard,  the  U.S.  Navy,  and  the  National  Ice  Center
representatives  that  guided  them  there;  further  solidifies
Healy as a permanent and experienced steward of the Arctic
Ocean. 



Healy  is  1-month  into  a  5-month  deployment  in  support  of
science missions across the Arctic region. Following the work
in support of the Office of Naval Research, Healy embarks a
team  of  international  scientists  to  recover  and  redeploy
oceanographic instruments as part of the Nansen and Amundsen
Basin Observational System (NABOS). The NABOS instruments have
collected Arctic data for more than 20 years, contributing to
an international body of knowledge through the U.S. National
Science Foundation’s Arctic Observing Network.     

Commissioned in 1999, the Healy is one of two active polar
icebreakers  and  is  the  largest  and  most  technologically
advanced icebreaker in the Coast Guard.  The crew compliment
of 84 supports the primary mission of scientific support.

UPDATE  1:  Coast  Guard,
agencies continue response to
Western Maui Fires 
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Release from Coast Guard 14th District

***** 

Aug. 10, 2023 

HONOLULU — The Coast Guard, along with federal, state, and
local  partners  continue  to  respond  following  the  Lahaina
wildfires in Maui, HI.  

A total of 17 lives were saved from the water and 40 survivors
were  located  ashore by  Coast  Guard  Station
Maui boat crews. The Coast Guard has no reports of missing
persons in the water, however Coast Guard aircrews and surface
assets continue search and rescue operations. 

“Today, our assets remain actively engaged in the search and
rescue response and our responders are operating and searching
as though there may still be survivors in need of assistance,”
said Capt. Aja L. Kirksey, Sector Commander of Coast Guard
Sector Honolulu.   

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3490399/update-1-coast-guard-agencies-continue-response-to-western-maui-fires/


U.S.  Coast  Guard  aircrews  are  also  supporting overflight
assessments  of  the  impacted  area  and  are  transporting
additional personnel with specialized training and equipment
to assist in the response efforts. Wednesday, Lt. Gov. Sylvia
Luke flew aboard a Coast Guard C-130 to assess the fire damage
and observe response efforts firsthand.   

Response efforts include:  

• Coast Guard Station Maui Response Boat Medium and Maui Fire
Department jointly  transported  survivors  from  the
shoreline to triage locations.    

• Department of Defense asset support: U.S. Navy: (2) Black
Hawks; U.S. Army: (1)  Black  Hawk; National  Guard:  (2)
Chinooks.  

•  District  14  requested  National  Strike  Team, Incident
Management  Assistance  Team, Marine  Safety  and  Security
Team (MSST), and Dive  Locker Pacific assistance.  Two  MSST
crews,  a Remotely  Operated  Vehicle, and Coast  Guard Divers
were transported via C-130 to supplement Station Maui.   

•  Air  Station  Barbers Point MH-65  launched  to  assist. 02
United States  Navy H-60s  from  HSM-37  flying  sorties. Coast
Guard C-130  providing  overflights  and  crew  transfers  to
Maui.   

• Search efforts have included 13 sorties covering 689 square
nautical miles. 

• A  safety  zone  was established  3 nautical
miles North and South of  Lahaina  and  extending one nautical
mile offshore.  

•  02  USCG  members are deployed  to  Maui
County Emergency Operations Center.    

•  District 14  Public  Affairs is supporting the newly
established Joint Information Center at the State EOC.  



We continue to urge residents to heed the safety warnings and
adhere to evacuation orders and safety guidelines issued by
local authorities. Officials have issued a safety zone and
temporary  flight  restrictions  in  the  vicinity  of  Lahaina
Harbor  and  surrounding  areas  for  the  safety  of  first
responders  and  the  public.   

Contact the Maui Emergency Operations Center for emergency
operations information at (808) 205-9328.  

Updates  will  be  provided  via  the  Fourteenth  Coast  Guard
District’s social media page: @USCGHawaiiPAC  

Media requests for additional information may be directed to
the District  14  Public  Affairs  Office
at uscgd14mauifires@gmail.com.   

Coast  Guard  Barque  Eagle
returns to New London after
4-month deployment
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Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

NEW LONDON, Conn. — The crew of the Coast Guard Barque Eagle
(WIX  327)  returned  to  the  ship’s  homeport  in  New  London,
Thursday, following a four-month deployment. 

This year, crew, cadets, and officer candidates sailed over
16,800 nautical miles, traveling to the Azores, Netherlands,
Norway, Denmark, Finland, and Sweden as part of their annual
training cruise, after departing New London, April 8, 2023.
   

In addition to their primary mission of training, Eagle serves
as a diplomatic tool and global ambassador, embarking over
37,000 visitors during the deployment. Eagle helped advance
U.S. interests by reinforcing key Arctic partnerships while on
deployment to the Baltic and North Sea.   

Eagle welcomed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s newest
member state, Finland, with a port call in Helsinki alongside

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3489810/coast-guard-barque-eagle-returns-to-new-london-after-4-month-deployment/


the Finnish offshore patrol vessel Turva. Eagle also hosted
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and numerous other
dignitaries and distinguished guests. 

One historic highlight came this summer when Eagle sailed
alongside Danmark, a full-rigged Danish sail training vessel,
whose captain placed their ship at the disposal of the United
States  during  World  War  II  after  Denmark  was  invaded  by
Germany. For the remainder of the war, Danmark was leased to
the U.S. Coast Guard and trained future officers — just as
Eagle does now. 

“Once again the crew of Eagle trained hundreds of cadets and
officer  candidates  with  resounding  success,”  said  Capt.
Jessica  Rozzi-Ochs,  Eagle’s  commanding  officer.  “But  this
deployment also served to demonstrate to those future officers
that, in addition to our statutory missions, the Coast Guard
has an important role protecting and advancing U.S. interests
around the world with our allies and partners.” 

Eagle  is  the  only  active  square-rigged  vessel  in  U.S.
government service. Constructed in 1936 by the Blohm and Voss
Shipyard in Hamburg, Germany, and originally commissioned by
the German navy, Eagle was taken as a war reparation by the
United States following World War II. Eagle’s transit route
home from Europe this year closely mirrored the ship’s first
post-war journey as a commissioned Coast Guard cutter, when
the ship traveled from Europe with stops in Madeira, Bermuda,
and New York City. 

Eagle, a 295-foot square-rigged vessel known as “America’s
Tall Ship”, has served as a classroom at sea to future Coast
Guard officers since 1946, offering a unique leadership and
professional  development  experience  to  cadets  and  officer
candidates. 

“I am extremely proud of the crew of Eagle,” Rozzi-Ochs said.
“The dedication and commitment of the ship and its crew during



this  deployment,  shows  the  high  level  of  training  and
professionalism that embody our Coast Guard core values. I
have no doubt that the future Coast Guard officers that have
trained  aboard  the  decks  of  Eagle,  are  well  prepared  for
whatever challenges the future brings to our Nation.” 

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit www.GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty  and
reserve, officer and enlisted opportunities. Information on
how to apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found
at www.uscga.edu. 

Coast  Guard,  Partners
Continue  Mass  Rescue
Operations from Maui Fires
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Release from Coast Guard 14th District 

***** 

Aug. 10, 2023 

HONOLULU — The Coast Guard, federal, state, and local partners
are responding to the Lahaina wildfires in Maui, HI. 

The incident response includes the U.S. Coast Guard, Hawaii
Emergency  Management  Agency,  Maui  Department  of  Fire  and
Public Safety, Maui Police Department, Department of Land and
Natural  Resources,  National  Guard,  and  the  Department  of
Defense,  who  continue  to  support  and  closely  monitor  the
rescue and evacuation efforts. 

“On behalf of the U.S. Coast Guard, I wish to convey my
sincere  condolences  to  the  communities  who  have  been
tragically affected by the fires in Maui,” said Capt. Aja L.
Kirksey, Sector Commander of Coast Guard Sector Honolulu. “Our
collaboration  with  partner  agencies  and  neighboring
jurisdictions remains steadfast, as we unite our resources,

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3489083/coast-guard-partners-continue-mass-rescue-operations-from-maui-fires/


knowledge, and equipment to ensure responder and public safety
and amplify the impact of our response efforts.” 

•  At  5:45  p.m.,  Tuesday,  Coast  Guard  Sector  Honolulu
watchstanders received reports regarding multiple persons in
the water needing rescue after taking shelter from fire and
smoke in Lahaina, Maui. 

• Coast Guard Sector Honolulu watchstanders issued an Urgent
Marine Information Broadcast Notice for a mass rescue. 

•  Watchstanders  diverted  the  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Joseph
Gerczak, launched an Air Station Barbers Point MH-65 Dolphin
Helicopter aircrew and a 45-foot Response Boat Medium crew
from  Station  Maui.  Two  U.S.  Navy  MH-60  aircrews  from
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 37 were also deployed. 

•  Tuesday  evening,  the  45-foot  Response  Boat  Medium  crew
arrived on scene and rescued 14 survivors from the Lahaina
Harbor Breakwall with all survivors reported to be in stable
condition. 

•  Current  response  efforts  include  multi-agency  personnel
remaining on scene with air coverage from Air Station Barbers
Point  MH-65  Dolphin  Helicopter  aircrews  and  Navy  MH-60
aircrews from the Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 37. 

•  A  45-foot  Response  Boat  Medium  crew  from  Station  Maui
remains on scene along with the Coast Guard Cutters Kimball
and Joseph Gerczak. 

We urge residents to heed the safety warnings from officials
and  to  adhere  to  evacuation  orders  and  safety  guidelines
issued by local authorities. Officials have issued a safety
zone and temporary flight restrictions in the vicinity of the
Lahaina Harbor and surrounding areas. 

Contact the Maui Emergency Operations Center for emergency
operations information at (808) 205-9328. 



Updates  will  be  provided  via  the  Fourteenth  Coast  Guard
District’s social media page: @USCGHawaiiPAC 

Media requests for additional information may be directed to
the  District  14  Public  Affairs  Office  at
uscgd14mauifires@gmail.com.  

Fourth New England-based Fast
Response  Cutter  to  be
commissioned in Portland

Release from Coast Guard 1st District 
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***** 

Aug. 8, 2023 

Fourth  New  England-based  Fast  Response  Cutter  to  be
commissioned  in  Portland  

PORTLAND,  Me.  —  The  Coast  Guard  Cutter  John  Patterson
(WPC-1153) is scheduled to be commissioned during a ceremony
Thursday at 10 a.m. 

The Coast Guard’s newest cutter was accepted by the Coast
Guard on May 11, 2023 and will be the fourth of six Fast
Response Cutters homeported in Boston. 

The Sentinel-class fast response cutter (FRC) is designed for
multiple missions, including drug and migrant interdiction;
ports, waterways and coastal security; fishery patrols; search
and rescue; and national defense. The Coast Guard has ordered
a total of 65 FRCs to replace the 1980s-era Island-class 110-
foot patrol boats. The FRCs feature advanced command, control,
communications,  computers,  intelligence,  surveillance  and
reconnaissance  equipment;  over-the-horizon  cutter  boat
deployment  to  reach  vessels  of  interest;  and  improved
habitability  and  seakeeping.  

John C. Patterson was born in 1834 to a local farm couple in
Howell, New Jersey. Patterson volunteered as a private in New
Jersey’s  14th Militia  Regiment  during  the  Civil  War.  He
demonstrated superior leadership under pressure and quickly
promoted into the officer grades where he rose to the rank of
brevet brigadier general. After the war, in 1870, Patterson
signed on as a surfman at the U.S. Life Saving Station in
Sandy Hook, New Jersey. John Patterson served a total of 16
years  in  the  Life-Saving  Service,  starting  as  junior-most
surfman and rising to the rank of keeper. He was a keeper at
two  different  stations  and  a  member  of  the  Life-Saving
Service’s Advisory Board. Even after his 1886 retirement from
the Service, Patterson continued to serve his community of



Ocean Grove until his death. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Bertholf
returns  home  after  120-day
Bering Sea patrol

Release from Coast Guard Pacific Area 

***** 

Aug. 3, 2023 

ALAMEDA, Calif. – The Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf (WMSL 750)
and crew returned to homeport, Thursday, to Coast Guard Island
after a 120-day Bering Sea patrol in support of United States
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national security, U.S. fishing fleet safety and prosperity,
and the protection of U.S. living marine resources. 

While  patrolling  the  Bering  Sea,  Bertholf’s  crew  members
conducted 15 boardings of commercial fishing vessels, ensuring
compliance with federal fisheries laws, and preserving the
highly valuable U.S. living marine resources. These boardings
also ensure that the U.S. fishing fleet have sufficient safety
equipment to survive in the event of an at-sea emergency. 

In a demonstration of the strong trusted partnership between
Japan and the United States, Bertholf conducted major at-sea
and  shore  side  engagements  with  the  Japan  Maritime  Self
Defense Force (JMSDF) training ships Kashima and Hatakaze.
During the at-sea engagement, Bertholf, Kashima and Hatakaze
executed multiple formations, and during a farewell pass, the
JMSDF  personnel  displayed  a  highly  impressive  drumline
performance on their flight deck. 

Afterward, the three ships moored up together in Dutch Harbor,
Alaska,  and  continued  to  build  relationships  and  shape
partnerships.  These  engagements  included  reciprocal  ship
tours, a baseball game, a fun run up local mountain Ballyhoo,
and a Dutch Harbor beach bonfire. 

The next day, the Japanese and U.S. crews came together with
the Unalaska community and officials from the Qawalangin Tribe

during the 81st anniversary of the World War II Battle of Dutch
Harbor ceremony to commemorate the lives lost, the community
impacts, and to recognize the healing and partnership that has
been built in the decades that followed. Rear Adm. Konno,
JMSDF Training Squadron Commander, Rear Adm. Moore, commander
of U.S. Coast Guard Seventeenth District, and Mayor Tutiakoff
presided over the ceremony and exchanged official gifts. 

Additionally, Bertholf crew guarded the boundary line between
the U.S. and Russian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), ensuring
that the fish in U.S. waters were protected from illegal,



unreported and unregulated fishing from foreign nations. 

Later in the patrol, Bertholf and crew anchored in Kotzebue
Sound and engaged in several events with the community members
of Kotzebue, Alaska, including a color run and a softball
game.  In  addition,  Bertholf’s  law  enforcement  operators
engaged with local fishermen and fish processors to establish
positive relationships and ensure awareness of boater safety
regulations and salmon skiff exemptions in the region. 

“Our accomplishments during this patrol would not have been
possible without the amazing crew that we have aboard,” said
Capt. Billy Mees, Bertholf commanding officer. “The entirety
of the crew and their families have my utmost respect for the
sacrifices they make for their country.” 

The Bertholf returned home on the eve of the 15th anniversary

of  its  commissioning  date;  August  4th,  2008,  which  also
coincides with the Coast Guard’s 233rd birthday. Since then,
Bertholf  has  truly  lived  up  to  the  storied  past  of  her
namesake,  Commodore  Ellsworth  P.  Bertholf,  the  first
Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, and its motto, Legends
Begin Here. 


