Icebreaker Departs for Arctic
Deployment, Circumnavigation
of North America

The Coast Guard Cutter Healy (WAGB-20), a polar-class ice
breaker, transits Southeast Alaskan waters Nov. 24, 2018. The
Healy is one of two ice breakers in U.S. service. U.S. COAST
GUARD / Lt. Kellen Browne

SEATTLE — The Coast Guard Cutter Healy (WAGB 20) departed
Seattle on Saturday, July 10, for a months-long Arctic
deployment and circumnavigation of North America, the
Coast Guard Pacific Ares said in a July 16 release.

The crew aboard Healy, a 420-foot medium icebreaker, will
provide U.S. surface presence in the Arctic, conduct high
latitude science and research missions, engage in exercises
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and professional exchanges with foreign navies and patrols,
and conduct other operations as directed throughout the
deployment.

Healy is scheduled to circumnavigate North America via the
Northwest Passage and the Panama Canal. Healy'’'s deployment
supports the Coast Guard’s Arctic Strategy while providing
critical training opportunities for polar sailors and future
operations in the Arctic.

The crew will promote U.S. interests along the U.S. and Russia
maritime boundary line.

“Healy’'s deployment provides opportunities to deepen the Coast
Guard’s cooperation and commitment with our Arctic allies and
partners and to support scientific exploration to increase
understanding of the changing Arctic environment and
associated impacts,” said Coast Guard Pacific Area Commander
Vice Adm. Michael McAllister.

The Healy deploys annually to the Arctic to support multiple
science missions and Operation Arctic Shield, the service’s
annual operation to execute U.S. Coast Guard missions, enhance
maritime domain awareness, strengthen partnerships, and build
preparedness, prevention, and response capabilities across the
Arctic domain.

Commissioned in 1999, Healy 1is one of two active polar
icebreakers in the Coast Guard’'s fleet. The Seattle-based
Coast Guard Cutter Polar Star (WAGB 10) is a heavy polar
icebreaker commissioned in 1976.

The U.S. Coast Guard 1s recapitalizing its polar icebreaker
fleet to ensure continued access to the polar regions and to
protect the country’s economic, commercial, environmental, and
national security interests. The Polar Security Cutter 1is
still in the design phase, and Halter Marine is working toward
completing the necessary work to begin construction on this
incredibly complex, state-of-the-art icebreaker. The contract



delivery date for the first Polar Security Cutter is 2024.

Coast Guard Offloads $15
million 1in Seilized Cocailne
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The crew of the Coast Guard Joseph Tezanos offloads nearly $15
million in cocaine and transfers custody of two suspected
smugglers at Coast Guard Base San Juan July 12, 2021. U.S.
COAST GUARD

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The Coast Guard Cutter
Joseph Tezanos crew offloaded nearly $15 million in seized
cocaine and transferred custody of two male smugglers at Coast
Guard Base San Juan Monday, following the interdiction of a
go-fast vessel in Mona Passage waters near Mona Island, Puerto

N
<


https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-15-million-in-seized-cocaine/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-offloads-15-million-in-seized-cocaine/

Rico, the Coast Guard7th District said in a July 13 release.

The interdiction resulted from multi-agency efforts in support
of U.S. Southern Command’s enhanced counter-narcotics
operations in the Western Hemisphere and coordination with the
Caribbean Corridor Strike Force (CCSF). The United States
Attorney’s Office for the District of Puerto Rico is leading
the prosecution for this case.

During a routine patrol July 11, a Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) Air and Marine Operations (AMO) Multi-Role
Enforcement Aircraft (MEA) aircrew detected two men aboard a
go-fast vessel suspected of drug trafficking. Coast Guard
Cutter Joseph Tezanos, operating in the vicinity with a CBP
AMO Officer onboard, diverted and responded in hot pursuit to
interdict the suspect vessel.

Shortly thereafter, cutter Joseph Tezanos arrived on scene and
interdicted the go-fast vessel with the assistance of the
cutter’s small boat.

The crew of cutter Joseph Tezanos embarked the suspected
smugglers and located loose packages aboard the 24-foot go-
fast vessel, and they also recovered packages from the water
that were jettisoned from the go-fast vessel. In total, the
crew of Joseph Tezanos seized 502 packages of cocaine with a
combined weight of approximately 1,104 pounds.

“I directly attribute the success of this interdiction to the
close interoperability that the Coast Guard has with CBP and
my crew’'s phenomenal performance during the pursuit, boarding
and towing of the go-fast vessel,” said Lt. Anthony Orr,
Cutter Joseph Tezanos commanding officer. “It was a pleasure
to work with the crew of the CBP aircraft, who vectored the
cutter to intercept the go-fast vessel. Having a CBP Air and
Marine Operations pilot onboard the cutter during the case
proved very fruitful as the crew and pilot shared best
practices, which can only help in future joint cases. As



Joseph Tezanos completes her patrol, we return home with the
pride that half a metric ton of cocaine will not make it to
the streets. ”

“The Caribbean Air and Marine Branch values its partnerships
that result in successful seizures like this one,” said Hector
Rojas, Director of the Caribbean Air and Marine Branch. “QOur
agents will continue to use our advanced aeronautical and
maritime capabilities to detect and interdict smuggling
attempts throughout our coastal borders.”

Cutter Joseph Tezanos is a 154-foot fast response cutter
homeported in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Coast Guard Repatriates 23
Migrants to Cuba
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A Coast Guard Station Marathon boatcrew locates 15 migrants
aboard a sailing vessel near Big Pine Key, Florida on July 3,
2021. Coast Guard Cutter Kathleen Moore’s crew repatriated 15
Cubans to Cuba, July 10, 2021. U.S. COAST GUARD




MIAMI — Coast Guard Cutter Kathleen Moore’s crew repatriated
23 Cubans to Cuba Saturday following an interdiction
approximately 15 miles south of Big Pine Key and a search and
rescue mission off the coast of Key West, the Coast Guard 7th
District said in a July 10 release.

A good Samaritan reported a vessel with 15 people aboard to
Coast Guard Sector Key West watchstanders at 10 a.m. Saturday.
A Station Key West law enforcement crew arrived on scene and
brought the migrants aboard. They are reported in good
health.

“Navigating the Florida Straits on a good day is difficult and
unpredictable in rustic vessels,” said Lt. Cmdr. Mario Gil,
Coast Guard Liaison Officer, Cuba. “Daring these voyages
during hurricane force winds and seas are treacherous and
lives have a greater risk of being lost.”

Since Oct, 1, 2020, Coast Guard crews have interdicted 554
Cubans compared to:

5,396 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2016
1,468 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2017
259 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2018
313 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2019
49 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2020

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. Throughout the
interdiction, Coast Guard crew members were equipped with
personal protective equipment to minimize potential exposure
to any possible case of COVID-19.



Cutter Thetis Returns from
47-Day Counter-Drug Patrol

A Coast Guard Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron MH-65
Dolphin helicopter is aboard the Coast Guard Cutter Thetis
during a patrol in the Eastern Pacific Ocean, June 12, 2021.
The Coast Guard Cutter Thetis returned home to Key West,
Florida after completing a 47-day patrol to the Caribbean Sea
and Eastern Pacific Ocean. U.S. COAST GUARD

KEY WEST, Fla. — The Coast Guard Cutter Thetis, a 270-foot
Famous-class cutter, and crew returned to Key West, Saturday,
July 3, following a 47-day deployment to the Caribbean Sea and
Eastern Pacific Ocean working with U.S. Southern Command’s
Joint Interagency Task Force South, the Coast Guard7th
District said in a release.

Thetis’ crew interdicted three suspected smugglers and
approximately 4,000 pounds of cocaine with a street value of
$75 million. The Thetis crew deployed with an MH-65 helicopter
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and aviation detachment capable of conducting airborne use of
force from the Coast Guard’s Helicopter Interdiction Tactical
Squadron based in Jacksonville, Florida.

The Thetis crew also conducted joint counter-narcotic and
seamanship training with the Panamanian navy, in which they
participated in communications exercises, non-compliant vessel
pursuit tactics and medical training while at sea with
Panamanian partners.

“The Coast Guard maintains a consistent presence in the region
while also leveraging support from our maritime partner
nations,” said Cmdr. Justin Nadolny, Thetis’ commanding
officer. “It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to train
and operate with the Panamanian navy, they are a true group of
professionals and together we continue to disrupt the flow of
illicit contraband into the United States.”

Cutter Alex Haley Returns to
Kodiak from Bering Sea Patrol
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Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley boat crew members prepare to
disconnect from the forward-davit connection during rescue-
and-assistance training in the Bering Sea, May 28, 2021. Small
boats deployed from Coast Guard cutters are used in a variety
of missions including law enforcement and search and rescue.
U.S. COAST GUARD

KODIAK, Alaska —-The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley
returned to homeport on Tuesday, June 29 following a 52-day
Bering Sea patrol, the Coast Guard 17th District said in a
July 2 release.

While deployed, the crew of the Alex Haley provided search and
rescue capability to the fisheries in the Bering Sea. Their
embarked MH-65 helicopter crew from Air Station Kodiak
conducted a search and rescue mission in the coastal town
of Akutan. The aircrew transported a severely injured resident
to a higher level of medical care.

The crew also maintained a law enforcement presence throughout
the Aleutian chain. They conducted 17 law enforcement
boardings, ensured compliance with maritime laws and



regulations, and protected the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone by
patrolling the maritime boundary line to prevent the illegal
harvesting of U.S. fish stocks.

“Assuming the duties as commanding officer of Alex Haley
during a patrol afforded me the opportunity to learn a great
deal about the ship and its crew,” said Cmdr. Brian Whisler
commanding officer of the Alex Haley. “While such a
significant transition can prove challenging, the crew
continually maintained impressive work ethic and
professionalism in the execution of our primary missions.
Their dedication to the people and communities we serve proves
Alex Haley crew members is a vital asset in the Bering Sea
region.”

The Alex Haley is a 282-foot medium-endurance cutter that has
been homeported in Kodiak since 1999. The crew routinely
operate throughout the Bering Sea, Gulf of Alaska, and Pacific
Ocean. The cutter’s ability to operate in extreme weather
conditions provides the mission flexibility necessary to
perform search and rescue, fisheries law enforcement, and
vessel safety inspections across Alaska.

Bollinger Shipyards Delivers
45th Fast Response Cutter to
Coast Guard
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USCGC Emlen Tunnell in Key West, Florida. BOLLINGER SHIPYARDS
LOCKPORT, La. — Bollinger Shipyards LLC has delivered the
USCGC Emlen Tunnell to the U.S. Coast Guard in Key West,
Florida, the company said in a July 1 release. This 1is the
168th vessel Bollinger has delivered to the U.S. Coast Guard

over a 35-year period and the 45th Fast Response Cutter (FRC)
delivered under the current program.

Named in honor of Coast Guard hero and National Football
League great Emlen Tunnell, the cutter is the fourth of six
FRCs to be home-ported in Manama, Bahrain. They will replace
the aging 110-foot Island Class Patrol Boats, built by
Bollinger Shipyards 30 years ago, supporting the Patrol Forces
Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA), the U.S. Coast Guard’s largest
overseas presence outside the United States.

“With recent incursions in the Arabian Gulf, it is a top
priority to ensure that the brave men and women of the Coast



Guard have the most state-of-the-art, advanced vessels as they
work to ensure maritime security in the region,” said
Bollinger President and CEO Ben Bordelon. “Bollinger is proud
to continue enhancing and supporting the U.S. Coast Guard’s
operational presence in the Middle East and ensuring it
remains the preferred partner around the world.”

Earlier this year at the commissioning ceremony of the USCGC
Charles Moulthrope, U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Karl
Schultz lauded the “enhanced seakeeping” capabilities of the
PATFORSWA-bound FRCs, saying “these ships are truly going to
be game changing in their new theater of operations” and
“offer increased opportunities for integrated joint operations
with our Navy and Marine Corps colleagues” as the Coast Guard
seeks to be part of the whole-of-government solution set in
the region.

PATFORSWA is composed of six cutters, shoreside support
personnel, and the Maritime Engagement Team. The unit’s
mission is to train, organize, equip, support and deploy
combat-ready Coast Guard Forces in support of U.S. Central
Command and national security objectives. PATFORSWA works with
Naval Forces Central Command in furthering their goals to
conduct persistent maritime operations to forward U.S.
interests, deter and counter disruptive countries, defeat
violent extremism and strengthen partner nations’ maritime
capabilities in order to promote a secure maritime
environment.

Each FRC is named for an enlisted Coast Guard hero who
distinguished themselves in the line of duty. Emlen Tunnell
was instrumental in saving the lives of two shipmates in two
different heroic actions. His exploits as a Coast Guardsman
and then as a ground-breaking African American in the world of
professional sports, Tunnell, through his incredible
achievements both on and off the field, demonstrated the Coast
Guard’s core values of honor, respect and devotion to duty.



Tunnell played college football at Toledo before and after
World War II — he enlisted from 1943 to 1946 — and continued
his collegiate career at the University of Iowa. After leaving
college in 1948, he hitchhiked from his home in Pennsylvania
to New York for a tryout with the New York Giants. Tunnell was
the first Black player signed by the Giants and later played
for the Green Bay Packers. He ended up playing 14 seasons in
the NFL and when he retired as a player, he held league
records with 1,282 interception return yards, 258 punt
returns, 2,209 punt return yards, and 79 interceptions, the
second most interceptions in NFL history today. He then became
a scout and one of the league’s first Black assistant coaches,
helping fully integrate both the Giants and the Packers. In
1967, Tunnell was the first Black man and the first defensive
specialist to be enshrined in Canton.

The FRC is an operational “game changer,” according to senior
Coast Guard officials. FRCs are consistently being deployed in
support of the full range of missions within the United States
Coast Guard and other branches of our armed services. This 1is
due to its exceptional performance, expanded operational reach
and capabilities, and ability to transform and adapt to the
mission. FRCs have conducted operations as far as the Marshall
Islands — a 4,400 nautical mile trip from their homeport.
Measuring in at 154-feet, FRCs have a flank speed of 28 knots,
state of the art C4ISR suite and stern launch and recovery
ramp for a 26-foot, over-the-horizon interceptor cutter boat.

Coast Guard Repatriates 29
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Migrants to Cuba
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Coast Guard law enforcement crews interdicted 11 migrants off
Carysfort Reef, Florida June 23, 2021. Coast Guard Cutter
Charles David Jr'’s crew repatriated 11 Cubans to Cuba. U.S.
COAST GUARD

MIAMI — Coast Guard Cutter Charles Sexton’s crew repatriated
18 Cubans to Cuba, June 29, following three interdictions off
Florida’'s coast, and Coast Guard Cutter Charles David Jr.’s
crew repatriated 11 Cubans to Cuba, June 30, following an
interdiction near Carysfort Reef, Florida, the Coast Guard 7th
District said in two releases.

A good Samaritan reported a wooden vessel with four people
aboard to Coast Guard Sector Key West watchstanders at 1:40
a.m. June 25. They were brought aboard Coast Guard Cutter
Charles Sexton and reported in good health.

A good Samaritan reported a 16-foot wooden vessel with five
people aboard to Coast Guard Sector Miami watchstanders at
4:20 p.m. June 25. Customs and Border Protection Air and
Marine Operation law enforcement officers picked up the five
people and brought them to the Charles Sexton. They were
reported in good health.

A good Samaritan reported an adrift vessel with nine people
aboard to Coast Guard Sector Key West watchstanders at 2:30
p.m. June 26. They were brought aboard Coast Guard Cutter
Charles Sexton and reported in good health.

A good Samaritan reported a vessel with 11 people aboard to
Coast Guard Sector Key West watchstanders at 12:20 p.m. June
28. Charles David Jr.’'s crews arrived on scene and the
migrants were brought aboard and reported in good health.

“The Florida Straits, especially during hurricane season,
makes the seas even more unpredictable than usual,” said Lt.
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Cmdr. Mario Gil, Coast Guard Liaison Officer, Cuba. “These
voyages can cost you your life.”

Since Oct. 1, 2020, Coast Guard crews have interdicted 512
Cubans compared to:

» 5,396 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2016
» 1,468 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2017
= 259 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2018

» 313 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2019

= 49 Cuban Migrants in Fiscal Year 2020

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. Throughout the
interdiction, Coast Guard crew members were equipped with
personal protective equipment to minimize potential exposure
to any possible case of COVID-19.

Coast Guard Increasing
Engagement with Pacific
Allies, Partners, U.S. Navy
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Adm. Karl Schultz, Coast Guard Commandant addressed the Coast
Guard 8th District personnel and guests attending a change-of-
command ceremony June 25, 2021 at the Port of New Orleans.
U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class John Michelli
ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Coast Guard’s top officer said the
service has taken steps to increase its integration with
allies and partners in the Western Pacific Ocean area to

provide more effective cooperation and provide more presence.

In a June 28 webinar discussion with the Brookings
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Institution’s Michael O’'Hanlon, Adm. Karl Schultz, commandant
of the Coast Guard, detailed some of the ways in which the
Coast Guard 1is reaching out to promote international
cooperation.

Schultz said the Coast Guard assigned an attaché to Australia
in 2020 who will represent the service in that nation plus New
Zealand and Papua New Guinea. Australia has new patrol boats,
some of which will operate in Oceania, and the U.S. Coast
Guard could provide training on law enforcement on the high
seas. New Zealand has a new auxiliary ship that could provide
opportunities for cooperation.

Next summer the Coast Guard will assign an attaché to
Singapore. It already has an adviser in Vietnam, to which the
Coast Guard has or will transfer three Secretary-class high-
endurance cutters.

The service also has transferred three Secretary-class cutters
to the Philippines, which is growing its own coast guard from
5,000 personnel to 40,000 personnel.

The Coast Guard also is helping Indonesia set up a new
training center.

Schultz also has assigned a captain to the
operations/plans directorate of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command and
a captain and a commander to the Asia-Pacific Center for
Security Studies in Hawaii.

“We’ve got mobile training teams that operate through the
region,” the admiral said. “We bring Indo-Pacific partners
into our schoolhouses here [to the United States], to the
International Maritime Officers Course.”

The Coast Guard also has been backing up the U.S. Pacific
Fleet, providing two national security cutters in 2019 and one
in 2020 to help fill a void left while the USS John McCain and
USS Fitzgerald were being repaired following their collisions.



These cutters performed sanction work against the North
Koreans. The USCGC Kimball also conducted a patrol of the
South Pacific this year, calling in Fiji. In the future, the
USCGC Kimball will patrol in the Western Pacific on patrol
against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

The three fast response cutters [FRCs] assigned or slated for
Guam, combined with the ocean-going buoy tender assigned
there, will give the Coast Guard an increased reach and
presence in the Western Pacific.

“I anticipate our being throughout the Oceania region with
those patrol boats [FRCs], [and] a periodic national security
cutter,” Schultz said.

The commandant stressed the value of the Coast Guard presence
in providing “human-to-human partnership to counter Chinese
checkbook diplomacy.

“The Chinese Coast Guard 1is antagonistic, running down
Philippine, Indonesian, Malaysian fishermen in dispute,” he
said, also noting the abusive maritime actions of the Chinese
Peoples Armed Militia.

“We don’t use our Coast Guard as an arm of the government to
press in coercively over disputed regions,” he said.

Coast Guard Transfers 18
Migrants to Bahamas
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A 27-foot vessel stopped off the coast of Palm Beach, Florida,
Jun. 24, 2021. 18 Haitian migrants aboard were transferred to
Bahamian authorities. U.S. COAST GUARD
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MIAMI — Coast Guard Cutter Raymond Evans’ crew transferred 18
Haitian migrants to the Bahamas, June 26, following an
interdiction, Thursday, approximately one mile east of Lake
Worth Inlet, the Coast Guard 7th District said in a release.

Palm Beach Sheriff officers reported to Sector
Miami watchstanders, June 24, a 27-foot vessel was located
boating without lights at night. They were stopped for safety
concerns and it was discovered the vessel was overloaded with
18 Haitians and one Bahamian.

The Bahamian national was brought ashore for further
questioning by Homeland Security Investigations.

Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations law
enforcement officers took custody of the vessel.

“The ventures are dangerous and can often lead to casualties,”
said Lt. Cmdr. Jacob McMillian, Coast Guard Liaison officer,
Bahamas. “Seas are unpredictable and when you’re traveling on
a vessel that isn’t sea worthy, you should expect the
unexpected.”

The Coast Guard interdicted approximately 262 Haitian migrants
in fiscal year 2021, which began Oct. 1, 2020, compared to 418
Haitian migrants in fiscal year 2020, and 932 in fiscal year
2019. These numbers represent the total number of at-sea
interdictions, landings and disruptions in the Florida
Straits, Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean.

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. Throughout the
interdiction, Coast Guard crew members were equipped with
personal protective equipment to minimize potential exposure
to any possible case of COVID-19.



More Presence Needed in Both
Polar Regions, Commandant
Said
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The Coast Guard Cutter Healy (WAGB-20), a polar-class
icebreaker, transits Southeast Alaskan waters, Nov. 24, 2018.
The Healy is one of two ice breakers in U.S. service. U.S.
COAST GUARD / Lt. Kellen Browne

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Coast Guard’s senior admiral made his
case before Congress for an increased presence in the Arctic
and Antarctic and reaffirmed the need for more heavy
icebreakers.

“We absolutely need to be up in the Arctic and down in the
Antarctic on a more persistent basis than we are today,” said
Adm. Karl Schultz, commandant of the Coast Guard, testifying
June 23 before the House Committee on Homeland Security. “The
great power competition is alive and well there [in the
Arctic]. China had operated off the Alaskan Arctic for six of
the last nine to 12 years. Russia is building an increasingly
large fleet of icebreakers that intends to use the Northern
Sea Route, potentially as a toll route.

“There will be freedom-of-navigation issues in the future, and
we will have the organic domestic capability to press into
that and project our sovereign interests,” Schultz said.

He said the Coast Guard is sending the medium icebreaker USCGC
Healy to the Arctic this summer for some scientific research
for about 30 days, followed by a transit of the Northwest
Passage over the north coast of Canada. Some Canadian
researchers, British sailors and others will be on board the
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Healy for the voyage. Current plans call for a port call in
Greenland and then return to Seattle via the Panama Canal.

Shultz also pointed out that Coast Guard medium-endurance
cutters have exercised with Dutch and French forces in the
Arctic region.

The Coast Guard has assigned an attaché to Copenhagen,
Denmark, the country with sovereignty over Greenland.

“We’re trying to make sure we’re touching the entire Arctic
Council membership,” he said.

The Coast Guard has only one operational heavy icebreaker,
USCGC Polar Star. Congress has provided funding for the first
two Polar Security Cutters (PSCs), which will be heavy
icebreakers. A contract was awarded to VT Halter in 2019 for
the first PSC.

“We are woefully underinvested in high-latitude capability and
capacity in terms of icebreakers,” Schultz said. “We haven’t
built a heavy icebreaker in more than 45 years. .. Four to six
heavy icebreakers are what we really need, and we need some
medium breakers.



