
Coast  Guard  2003  Cyber
Protection  Team  establishes
new command
Release from U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 

***** 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The 2003 Cyber Protection Team (CPT) was
established, Tuesday, at Coast Guard Island as the third CPT
command  and  unit  in  a ceremony  held  by  Coast  Guard  Cyber
Command (CGCYBER). 

Vice Adm. Peter W. Gautier, Deputy Commandant for Operations
presided over the ceremony. 2003 CPT’s mission is to provide
assess, threat hunting, and incident response capabilities to
the Marine Transportation System (MTS). 

2003 CPT is the first CPT geographically detached unit from
CGCYBER and is continuing to staff its team to receive full
operational capability certification by United States Cyber
Command (USCYBERCOM) in Spring 2024. 

“The Coast Guard continues to have ever-growing threats in
cyber space,” said Lt. Cmdr. Kenneth Miltenberger, CPT 2003
commanding officer. “Events like the Colonial Pipeline cyber-
attack have demonstrated the ever-growing threats we face in
cyber space – 2003 CPT stands ready to prevent, reduce, and
respond  to  those  threats  in  our  critical  marine
infrastructure.”  

The  MTS  is  part  of  the  Transportation  Systems  Critical
Infrastructure sector as declared by the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure  Security  Agency  (CISA).  Notably,  the  MTS
overlaps with several other critical infrastructure sectors
that have a maritime nexus, which makes CPTs an invaluable

https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-2003-cyber-protection-team-establishes-new-command/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-2003-cyber-protection-team-establishes-new-command/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-2003-cyber-protection-team-establishes-new-command/
https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3478558/coast-guard-2003-cyber-protection-team-establishes-new-command/


asset  for  defending  public  infrastructure  throughout  the
United States and its territories. The MTS consists of over
3,500  maritime  facilities,  and  to  date,  USCG  CPTs  have
assisted over 50 partners in the MTS. The CPTs also routinely
participate  in  joint  operations  with  federal  agencies  to
include  CISA  and  the  FBI,  as  well  as  the  Department  of
Defense. 

Miltenberger is the first commanding officer for CPT 2003. His
previous  tours  include  branch  chief  of  the  CGCYBER  Cyber
Operational Assessments Branch where he established the Coast
Guard’s Cyber Red Team, an elite team that performs cyber
threat  emulation  on  Coast  Guard  networks  to  proactively
discover vulnerabilities and evaluate network defenses. He has
also  served  at  Coast  Guard  Headquarters  where  he  managed
enterprise technologies, and as a deck watch officer aboard
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Kukui (WLB 203).  

HII  Successfully  Completes
Acceptance Trials for Calhoun
(WMSL 759)
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Release from HII 

***** 

PASCAGOULA, Miss., July 28, 2023 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII’s
(NYSE: HII) Ingalls Shipbuilding division announced today the
successful completion of acceptance sea trials for the U.S.
Coast Guard‘s newest national security cutter, Calhoun (WMSL
759). During the trial, the ship spent time proving the ship’s
systems including performing numerous tests in the areas of
propulsion, electric plant, and mission systems. 

“Our joint Ingalls and Coast Guard team has completed another
successful sea trial, and I am pleased to say NSC 10 performed
well,”  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  President  Kari  Wilkinson  said.
“Our shipbuilders are now one step closer to delivering this
highly capable and advanced cutter to the U.S. Coast Guard.” 

For over two decades, Ingalls Shipbuilding has designed and
built the Coast Guard Legend-class national security cutters.
These ships are capable of embarking and supporting a wide
range  of  Coast  Guard,  Navy  and  NATO  missions.  National
security cutters have proven to be ideal platforms for drug
interdiction,  global  illegal  fishing,  disaster  relief  and
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defense support operations. 

A  photo  accompanying  this  release  is  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-acceptance-trials-national-security-c
utter-calhoun-wmsl-759. 

“It’s an honor to see the hard work of our shipbuilders come
to fruition during a sea trial, and I couldn’t be more proud
of the team,” Ingalls Shipbuilding NSC Program Manager Amanda
Whitaker said. “We stand ready to deliver Calhoun and provide
our  Coast  Guard  partners  with  this  tremendous  national
security asset.” 

NSC 10 is named to honor Charles L. Calhoun, the first master
chief petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard. Calhoun served in
the U.S. Navy for three years during World War II and was
honorably discharged in 1946 as a torpedoman’s mate petty

officer 2nd class. He enlisted in the Coast Guard that same
year and held varying positions of leadership over the course
of his career. 

Ingalls  has  delivered  nine  Legend-class  national  security
cutters to the Coast Guard further enabling their important
missions around the globe.

U.S.  Department  of
Transportation  Announces
First Ships Enrolled in the
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Tanker Security Program 
Release from the Maritime Administration 

***** 

Tuesday, July 25, 2023 

Creation of the program meets an urgent DOD need and grows the
U.S.-flagged fleet 

WASHINGTON – Today, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
Maritime Administration (MARAD) announced that nine ships have
been  enrolled  in  the  Tanker  Security  Program  (TSP).  TSP
establishes a fleet of active, commercially viable, militarily
useful, privately owned product tank vessels of the United
States that will meet national defense and other security
requirements  and  maintain  a  United  States  presence  in
international  commercial  shipping.     
  
The TSP will strengthen the U.S. supply chain and improve the
movement of liquid fuel products while creating good-paying
jobs.  The  TSP  will  also  support  American-owned,  American-
flagged,  and  American-crewed  commercial  product  tankers
operating in international commercial shipping. The program
will ensure the Department of Defense (DoD) has assured access
to  critically  needed  product  tankers  capable  of  loading,
transporting, and storing on-station bulk petroleum refined
products to support national economic security. 
  
“Today we are announcing the first ships to join the Tanker
Security Program, which will help strengthen both our supply
chains and our national security by delivering fuel to our
armed forces around the world while creating hundreds of good
jobs  for  American  mariners,” said U.S.  Transportation
Secretary Pete Buttigieg.  
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“The TSP accomplishes two key maritime sealift objectives: it
grows our U.S.-flagged fleet and it significantly expands our
ability to deliver vital fuel supplies to support military
missions across the globe,” said Maritime Administrator Ann
Phillips.  “Implementation  of  the  TSP  is  a  significant
milestone  for  MARAD  and  the  U.S.  maritime  industry.”  
  
The companies selected for enrollment are Overseas Shipholding
Group,  Inc.  (three  tank  vessels);  Crowley-Stena  Marine
Solutions, LLC. (three tank vessels); and Seabulk Tankers,
Inc. (three tank vessels). 
  
All of the companies have signed operating agreements. Of the
enrolled  vessels,  four  are  under  U.S.  flag  and  are  now
operating  in  the  program,  and  five  are  working  with  the
assistance of the U.S. Coast Guard to expedite reflagging to
U.S. registry to begin operating under TSP agreements. Each
tank vessel enrolled will receive a maximum $6 million per
year  payment,  prorated  on  a  monthly  basis  for  qualified
service  as  participants  in  the  program.  The  vessels  will
operate in U.S. foreign commerce and be available for use by
the United States during times of war or national emergency.
   

MARAD published a solicitation in the Federal Register on July
25, 2023, seeking applications for enrollment in TSP from
qualified companies. The program is authorized for up to ten
tankers  and  MARAD  seeks  to  fill  the  remaining  operating
agreement with a qualified vessel. MARAD published notices in
the Federal Register seeking applications for enrollment from
qualified participants. To qualify for the program, proposed
vessels  have  to  qualify  as  Medium  Range  product  tankers
between  30,000-60,000  deadweight  tons  with  fuel  carrying
capacity of 230,000 barrels or more, be less than 10 years of
age, and available to commit to an emergency preparedness
agreement for the duration of the program’s authorization. All
vessel  operators  selected  for  the  TSP  are  required  to  be

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/07/25/2023-15507/solicitation-of-application-for-the-award-of-one-tanker-security-program-operating-agreement


enrolled  in  MARAD’s  sexual  assault  and  sexual  harassment
prevention and response policy program Every Mariner Builds A
Respectful Culture (EMBARC).  

Coast  Guard  celebrates
groundbreaking  ceremony  to
rebuild from Hurricane Maria 

Release from Coast Guard 7th District 

***** 

Seventh Coast Guard District – 305-415-6680 
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SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico – Coast Guard Base San Juan and Coast
Guard  Sector  San  Juan  held  a  groundbreaking  ceremony,
Thursday, for the rebuilding of shore infrastructure impacted
by Hurricane Maria.  

The work includes resiliency improvements to the water storage
supply and emergency power for the entire base. In addition,
new construction includes a 40,000 square-foot multi-mission
building, a 5,000 square-foot base facilities building, front
gate entrance, shoreline armored revetment, and a boat ramp.  

“This  groundbreaking  ceremony  represents  the  Coast  Guard’s
steadfast  resolve  to  serve  U.S.  interests  throughout  the
Eastern Caribbean, and to support our Coast Guard men and
women who live and work here,” said Rear Adm. Carola List,
Director of Operational Logistics. “For more than a century,
the Coast Guard has performed lifesaving and homeland security
missions in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Once
completed, this new critical infrastructure will improve our
resilience  and  capabilities  to  maintain  mission  support
services enabling operations throughout the region well into
the future.”  

The Coast Guard awarded the $132,596,716 contract to Tutor
Perini  Corporation  for  the  hurricane  rebuild  project  in
September 2022. So far, the service has invested approximately
$365 million dollars in Puerto Rico to reconstitute the shore
infrastructure  at  Coast  Guard  installations.  Earlier,  the
Coast Guard awarded an $180 million project for Coast Guard
Air Station Borinquen in Aguadilla and a $15 million project
for  the  Marine  Inspections  Office  in  Ponce,  to  rebuild
facilities damaged by Hurricane Maria in September of 2017 and
an earthquake in 2019. Construction in San Juan is estimated
to be completed by 2028.  

Base and Sector San Juan are responsible for conducting Coast
Guard  missions  in  the  Eastern  Caribbean  within  their  1.3
million square nautical mile area of responsibility. In the



previous year, Coast Guard operations were able to save and
assist 1,600 mariners, interdict 1,500 migrants, and detain 60
smugglers. The shore infrastructure investment in San Juan is
vital towards the success of continued Coast Guard operations
in Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and throughout the
Eastern Caribbean.  

Make a difference on land, in the air, or at sea with the U.S.
Coast Guard. Visit GoCoastGuard.com to find out how to be a
part of the team.  

For  breaking  news,  follow  us  on Twitter.  For  additional
information, find us on Facebook and Instagram.  

U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Steadfast Returns Home after
70-day  Counternarcotics
Patrol in Eastern Pacific
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Release from U.S. Coast Guard 13th District

*****

July 23, 2023

ASTORIA, Ore. – The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Steadfast (WMEC
623) and crew returned to homeport, Friday, after a 70-day
counternarcotics patrol in the Eastern Pacific. 

Steadfast’s crew disrupted the flow of illegal narcotics on
three separate occasions during their patrol, preventing a
combined total of more than 11,550 pounds of cocaine from
reaching the U.S. 

The crew steamed more than 16,000 nautical miles conducting
training,  law  enforcement  missions,  providing  search-and-
rescue coverage, and conducting helicopter operations while
patrolling the waters between their Astoria homeport and the
international  waters  off  the  coasts  of  Central  and  South
America. 
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While patrolling in the Eastern Pacific, June 9, Steadfast’s
cutter  boat  crew  detected  a  suspected  narcotics-smuggling
panga-style vessel. Coast Guard personnel conducted a boarding
on the vessel, resulting in the interdiction of 2,200 pounds
of cocaine. 

On June 18, Steadfast was notified by a Customs and Border
Protection Maritime Patrol Aircraft and crew (MPA) of another
suspected  narcotics-smuggling  vessel.  Steadfast  personnel
launched the helicopter, which was able to visually detect the
target. Steadfast’s boarding team interdicted the 50-foot low
profile vessel (LPV), a type of vessel specifically designed
for avoiding radar detection, which make them difficult to
detect. Steadfast personnel were able to interdict and seize
6,864 pounds of cocaine from the vessel. 

During routine operations on July 9, Steadfast personnel were
notified by MPA crew of a suspected narcotics-smuggling vessel
transiting international waters. Steadfast launched a cutter
boat with a boarding team and HITRON helicopter and aircrew to
interdict the vessel. The target vessel attempted to evade the
pursuit  crew  and  began  jettisoning  suspected  packaged
narcotics overboard. The gunner aboard the HITRON helicopter
used  disabling  fire  to  stop  the  engines  of  the  smuggling
vessel, ending the pursuit. Steadfast personnel recovered the
jettisoned contraband, resulting in the seizure of another
2,464 pounds of cocaine. 

The  seized  contraband  was  offloaded  in  San  Diego  during
Steadfast’s transit home. 

The ongoing battle against drug cartels in the Eastern Pacific
theater demands united efforts on all fronts. Between initial
detection,  gathering  intelligence,  interdiction,  and  case
prosecution,  the  Coast  Guard  works  closely  with  partner
nations  and  other  U.S.  agencies  to  interrupt  the  flow  of
illegal narcotics and chip away at the influence of cartels. 
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“This patrol marked another epic adventure for the crew of
Steadfast,”  said  Cmdr.  Brock  Eckel,  Steadfast’s  commanding
officer. “The crew’s teamwork and dedication were key to our
operational success and their camaraderie made memories of a
lifetime at sea and in exotic foreign ports. In keeping with
the traditions of the sea services, I am also proud to have
inducted 55 pollywogs into the glorious realm of Neptunus
Rex’s Kingdom as Honorable Shellbacks.” 

Notably,  Steadfast  became  the  second  known  U.S.  military
vessel to cross the equator on the 4th of July, earning 55
crew  members  the  title  of  “Star-Spangled  Shellbacks.”
Steadfast’s crew was able to participate in a line crossing
ceremony that solidified crew camaraderie and upheld the long-
practiced traditions of seagoing services. 

In addition to the ship’s successes in the counternarcotics
arena, Steadfast and crew enjoyed several new and exciting
experiences in other areas. During their port call in Panama
City,  Steadfast  crew  members  spent  time  bolstering
relationships with the Panamanian Navy, participating in a
volleyball tournament and a barbeque. One of the ship’s small
boat crews also rescued a sea turtle that had been entangled
in fishing gear, cutting it free and releasing it back to the
sea. 

Commissioned in 1968, Steadfast is a 210-foot Reliance-class
medium endurance cutter homeported on the Oregon coast. The
cutter and crew deploy along the western seaboard from North
America to South America conducting missions such as living
marine resource law enforcement, counter-narcotics and migrant
smuggling, and search-and-rescue operations. 



BOLLINGER  SHIPYARDS  DELIVERS
54th FAST RESPONSE CUTTER TO
U.S. COAST GUARD

Release From Bollinger Shipyards

USCGC William Sparling is the fifth of 6 FRCs to be homeported
in Boston, MA

LOCKPORT, La., — (July 20, 2023) – Bollinger Shipyards LLC
(“Bollinger”) has delivered the USCGC William Sparling to the

U.S. Coast Guard in Key West, Florida. This is the 180th vessel
Bollinger has delivered to the U.S. Coast Guard over a 35-year

period and the 54th Fast Response Cutter (“FRC”) delivered
under the current program.
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“We’re  incredibly  proud  to  deliver  another  Fast  Response
Cutter to be homeported in Boston, the birthplace of the U.S.
Coast  Guard,”  said  Bollinger  President  &  C.E.O.  Ben
Bordelon. “We’re confident that pound for pound, the quality
and capabilities of the FRC platform is unmatched, and that
this  vessel  will  outperform  its  mission  requirements  and
expectations  in  the  challenging  conditions  where  it  will
operate in the North Atlantic. Our unique experience building
for the Coast Guard is unparalleled and has shown time and
time  again  that  we  can  successfully  deliver  the  highest
quality vessels on a reliable, aggressive production schedule.
We look forward to continuing our historic partnership with
the U.S. Coast Guard.”

The USCGC William Sparling will be the fifth of six FRCs to be
homeported in Sector Boston, which is known as “The Birthplace
of the Coast Guard.” The sector is responsible for coastal
safety, security, and environmental protection from the New
Hampshire-Massachusetts  border  southward  to  Plymouth,
Massachusetts out to 200nm offshore. Sector Boston directs
over 1,500 Active Duty, Reserve, and Auxiliary members whose
mission is to protect and secure vital infrastructure, rescue
mariners  in  peril  at  sea,  enforce  federal  law,  maintain
navigable waterways, and respond to all hazards impacting the
maritime transportation system and coastal region.

The Coast Guard’s FY2024 Unfunded Priorities List includes, as
one of its items, an unfunded priority for procuring four more
FRCs (which would be the 66th through 69th in the program) to
provide increased Coast Guard presence and engagement with
allied and partner countries in the Indo-Pacific region.

Each  FRC  is  named  for  an  enlisted  Coast  Guard  hero  who
distinguished themselves in the line of duty. Coxswain William
Sparling was awarded a Silver Star by Admiral Chester Nimitz
for his combat actions during the invasion of Guadalcanal.
Forming part of the initial assault wave, Boatswain’s Mate
Second Class Sparling landed his embarked troops, and then



made three return trips in the face of terrific enemy fire to
land equipment, ammunition and supplies.

ABOUT THE FAST RESPONSE CUTTER PLATFORM

The FRC is an operational “game changer,” according to senior
Coast Guard officials. FRCs are consistently being deployed in
support of the full range of missions within the United States
Coast Guard and other branches of our armed services. This is
due to its exceptional performance, expanded operational reach
and capabilities, and ability to transform and adapt to the
mission. FRCs have conducted operations as far as the Marshall
Islands—a  4,400  nautical  mile  trip  from  their  homeport.
Measuring in at 154-feet, FRCs have a flank speed of 28 knots,
state  of  the  art  C4ISR  suite  (Command,  Control,
Communications,  Computers,  Intelligence,  Surveillance,  and
Reconnaissance), and stern launch and recovery ramp for a 26-
foot, over-the-horizon interceptor cutter boat.

ABOUT BOLLINGER SHIPYARDS LLC

Bollinger Shipyards LLC (www.bollingershipyards.com) has a 76-
year  legacy  as  a  leading  designer  and  builder  of  high-
performance  military  patrol  boats  and  salvage  vessels,
research vessels, ocean-going double hull barges, offshore oil
field  support  vessels,  tugboats,  rigs,  lift  boats,  inland
waterways push boats, barges, and other steel and aluminum
products from its new construction shipyards as part of the U.
S.  industrial  base.  Bollinger  has  13  shipyards,  all
strategically  located  throughout  Louisiana  and  Mississippi
with direct access to the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi
River and the Intracoastal Waterway. Bollinger is the largest
vessel repair company in the Gulf of Mexico region.
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USS  Illinois  Returns  Home
from Indo-Pacific Deployment

Release from Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Public Affairs

*****

July 19, 2023

By Chief Petty Officer B. Biller, Commander, Submarine Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii  –  The Virginia-class
fast-attack submarine USS Illinois (SSN 786) returned to Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on July 3, following a seven-month
deployment.

Illinois deployed from Pearl Harbor in December 2022, during
which the submarine and its crew performed a full spectrum of
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operations, to include anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare
missions in the Indo-Pacific region.

“The Illinois crew demonstrated the extreme resiliency and
endurance  required  to  operate  at  sea,”  said  Illinois
Commanding  Officer  Cmdr.  Daniel  McNab,  from  Brewster,
Minnesota. “Operating a deployed submarine through the most
remote parts of the Pacific is incredibly challenging. The
strength of our families and support from home was essential
to accomplishing our mission of defending a free and open
Indo-Pacific  region.  It  has  been  the  highest  honor  of  my
career to serve at sea with this amazing crew. I could not be
more  proud  of  my  Sailors,  their  families,  our  Illinois
supporters,  and  the  dedication  each  of  them  has  to  our
nation.”

During the deployment, the crew traveled approximately 35,000
nautical miles under the sea. The Sailors aboard Illinois
trained to be combat-ready prior to departure and maintained
those standards throughout the deployment.

“The  grit  and  positive  attitude  displayed  by  the  entire
Illinois crew has been extraordinary,” said Illinois Chief of
the Boat Master Chief Fire Control Technician (Submarines)
Mark  Walter,  from  Burke,  Virginia.  “Every  day,  Illinois
Sailors  demonstrated  our  ability  to  maintain  a  sustained
presence at sea. Special thanks are owed to all the families
for keeping our home front secure. Our nation is stronger and
our loved ones are safer because of your sacrifice.”

During  the  deployment,  41  Illinois  Sailors  became  fully
qualified in submarines and earned their Submarine Warfare
Specialist designation known as “dolphins”.

“The  most  unforgettable  moment  of  deployment  was  when  I
qualified in submarines, especially because I was pinned on my
birthday,”  said  Torpedoman  Fireman  Apprentice  Jeremiah  J.
Bruce from Montgomery, Alabama. “Earning my silver dolphins



was tough and it took a lot of sleepless nights of studying.
It was achievable with help from the entire crew along the
way. I’m extremely proud and appreciative to be a part of the
Illinois team.”

Illinois  was  commissioned  Oct.  29,  2016,  and  is  the  13th
Virginia-class submarine. It is 377 feet long with a beam of
34 feet. USS Illinois is the second ship to be named for the
nation’s  21st  state,  the  first  being  the  battleship  USS
Illinois  (BB  7)  which  was  in  service  from  1901  to  1920,
serving as part of President Theodore Roosevelt’s “Great White
Fleet”.

USS Little Rock: Back with a
Vengeance
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Release from U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command

*****

July 19, 2023

Caribbean Sea  –  The Freedom-variant littoral combat ship USS
Little Rock (LCS 9) with an embarked U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) has made its presence known
in the fight against illicit drug-trafficking since entering
the U.S. Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM) area of responsibility
(AOR).
 

In early April, the team interdicted a go-fast vessel (GFV),
detained  four  suspected  drug  smugglers,  and  recovered  50
kilograms of cocaine. Based on observations from the deployed
helicopter,  the  suspected  smugglers  had  jettisoned  an
estimated  650  kilograms  of  cocaine.

Later that month, while on patrol in the Caribbean, a maritime
patrol aircraft spotted a suspected drug smuggling GFV and
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vectored Little Rock in for an intercept. In response, Little
Rock deployed a helicopter and a sea asset. LEDET members saw
a package get tossed into the water before the GFV stopped and
the  LEDET  gained  positive  control  of  the  vessel.  After
receiving permission to conduct a boarding, the LEDET detained
three suspected drug smugglers and recovered an estimated 570
kilograms of suspected cocaine worth an approximate street
value  of  more  than  $14.25  million.  This  was  just  the
beginning.
 
In early May, the Little Rock team interdicted another GFV,
detained  two  suspected  drug  smugglers,  confiscated  one
firearm,  and  recovered  an  approximated  652  kilograms  of
cocaine.  Later  that  month,  the  Little  Rock  had  two  more
interdictions amounting to the detainment of six suspected
drug smugglers and a recovery of an estimated 2,530 kilograms
of cocaine overall.

“Little Rock is here to bring down the hammer on illicit
trafficking  in  the  Caribbean,”  said  Cmdr.  Mike  Chesnut,
commanding officer of the USS Little Rock. “Together with
JIATF-S  (Joint  Interagency  Task  Force  –  South)  and  our
embarked  team,  we  will  pursue  and  disrupt  Transnational
Criminal  Organizations  to  support  stability  at  home  and
throughout the Americas.”

The USS Little Rock has had six GFV interdictions to date and
Little Rock will continue to raise this number. As long as the
ship is assigned to Commander, Task Force 45 (CTF-45), she
will continue interdiction operations. CTF-45 is the 4th Fleet
task force charged with executing combined naval operations,
building and strengthening Latin American, south of Mexico,
and Caribbean maritime partnerships, and acting as a DoD ready
service provider to JIATF-S in support of counter illicit-drug
trafficking  operations  in  the  Central  and  South  American
waters.

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet supports



USSOUTHCOM’s  joint  and  combined  military  operations  by
employing  maritime  forces  in  cooperative  maritime  security
operations to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and
build  enduring  partnerships  in  order  to  enhance  regional
security and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the
Caribbean, Central and South American region.

LEDETS are deployable specialized forces of the U.S. Coast
Guard that enforce U.S. laws and treaties in the maritime
domain. LEDETs conduct counter-smuggling operations as their
primary mission from U.S. and allied platforms. The U.S. Coast
Guard is simultaneously a member of the Joint Force, a law
enforcement organization, a regulatory agency, and a member of
the intelligence community. The U.S. Coast Guard’s wide suite
of  specialized  maritime  capabilities,  competencies,  and
authorities enhances the Joint Force’s comparative advantage
at sea.

Coast  Guard  crew  offloads
more than $158 million worth
of narcotics in San Diego

https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-crew-offloads-more-than-158-million-worth-of-narcotics-in-san-diego/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-crew-offloads-more-than-158-million-worth-of-narcotics-in-san-diego/
https://seapowermagazine.org/coast-guard-crew-offloads-more-than-158-million-worth-of-narcotics-in-san-diego/


Release from the U.S. Coast Guard 11th District
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July 17, 2023

USCG District 11 Public Affairs

SAN DIEGO — The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Steadfast (WMEC
623) offloaded more than 11,600 pounds of cocaine and 5,500
pounds of marijuana worth an estimated $158 million in San
Diego, Monday.

The  interdictions  were  conducted  during  counter-narcotics
patrols in the Eastern Pacific Ocean between May and July by
crews of the Coast Guard Cutters Vigilant (WMEC 617), Mohawk
(WMEC 913) and Steadfast.

“The crews of the Coast Guard Cutters Vigilant, Mohawk and
Steadfast worked diligently to combat transnational organized
crime, disrupt drug flow and prevent a significant amount of
drugs from reaching the U.S.,” said Rear Adm. Andrew Sugimoto,
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commander, Coast Guard Eleventh District. “Their unwavering
commitment while interdicting drug smugglers at sea is not
only commended, but their continued efforts are unmatched.”

Numerous  U.S.  agencies  from  the  Departments  of  Defense,
Justice and Homeland Security cooperated in the effort to
combat transnational organized crime. The Coast Guard, Customs
and Border Protection, FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration,
and  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforcement,  along  with  the
Mexican  Navy  (SEMAR),  contributed  to  this  counter-narcotic
operation.  These  coordinated  efforts  underscore  the  strong
collaboration between the U.S. and SEMAR.

“Nothing is guaranteed when a Coast Guard crew says ‘goodbye’
to loved ones and embarks on a multi-month patrol,” said Cmdr.
Brock Eckel, commanding officer of the Steadfast. “However,
our team worked incredibly hard, day-and-night, to stop three
smuggling vessels, preventing more than five tons of illicit
narcotics from reaching American soil. I am honored to serve
with the amazing Steadfast crew and share in their success.”

The fight against drug cartels in the Eastern Pacific Ocean
requires  unity  of  effort  in  all  phases  from  detection,
monitoring,  and  interdictions,  to  criminal  prosecutions  by
international  partners  and  U.S.  Attorneys’  Offices  in
districts across the nation. The law enforcement phase of
counter-smuggling operations in the Eastern Pacific Ocean is
conducted under the authority of the Eleventh Coast Guard
District, headquartered in Alameda. U.S. Coast Guard members
lead  and  conduct  the  interdictions,  including  the  actual
boardings.

The Steadfast is a 210-foot medium endurance cutter homeported
in Astoria, Oregon. This multi-mission platform falls under
the  operational  command  of  the  Coast  Guard  Pacific  Area
Commander. As a Coast Guard resource, Steadfast deploys in
support  of  the  Coast  Guard’s  Eleventh  and  Thirteenth
Districts  as  well  as  Joint  Inter-Agency  Task  Force  South



(JIATF-S).  During  deployments,  Steadfast  patrols  along  the
western seaboard of the United States, Mexico and North and
Central America conducting search and rescue, maritime law
enforcement, living marine resource protection, and homeland
defense operations.

Coast Guard and Customs and
Border  Protection  seize  223
pounds of narcotics
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******

SAN PEDRO, Calif. – U.S. Coast Guard Sector Los Angeles – Long
Beach and U.S. Customs and Border Protection recovered 223
pounds of cocaine today from a vessel that became disabled on
July 4, off the coast of Columbia.

Two individuals on a disabled panga-style vessel flagged down
a good Samaritan en route to Long Beach, California. The good
Samaritan vessel recovered the two individuals and their boat.

As they approached Long Beach, the crew contacted the Coast
Guard to assist with disembarking the two individuals and
recovering their boat.

During that process, the crew notified the Coast Guard that
drugs were possibly aboard the vessel. A subsequent search
revealed that narcotics were concealed within a false bottom.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection took the two individuals
into custody and seized narcotics and the vessel.

“This  operation  exemplifies  the  outstanding  interagency
collaboration with the U.S. Coast Guard and CBP,” said Lt.
Cdr. Keith Robinson, chief of law enforcement at Sector Los
Angeles – Long Beach.


