
Coast  Guard  Cutter  Maurice
Jester  commissions  in  Rhode
Island 

Release from U.S. Coast Guard 1st District

*****

June 6, 2023 

Coast Guard Cutter Maurice Jester commissions in Rhode Island 

BOSTON — The Coast Guard’s newest cutter, the Coast Guard
Cutter Maurice Jester (WPC-1152), was commissioned at Fort
Adams State Park, Rhode Island, Friday. 

Lt. Terry Netusil, assumed command of the cutter during a
ceremony presided over by Vice Adm. Kevin Lunday, the Coast
Guard Atlantic Area commander. The Maurice Jester is the third
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of  six  Fast  Response  Cutters  that  will  be  homeported  in
Boston, serving along the 1st Coast Guard District. 

The Sentinel-class fast response cutter (FRC) is designed for
multiple missions, including drug and migrant interdiction;
ports, waterways and coastal security; fishery patrols; search
and rescue; and national defense. The Coast Guard has ordered
65 FRCs to replace the 1980s-era Island-class 110-foot patrol
boats.  The  FRCs  feature  advanced  command,  control,
communications,  computers,  intelligence,  surveillance  and
reconnaissance  equipment;  over-the-horizon  cutter  boat
deployment  to  reach  vessels  of  interest;  and  improved
habitability  and  seakeeping.  

Born  in  Chincoteague,  Virginia,  Lt.  Cmdr. Maurice  Jester
enlisted in the United States Coast Guard in 1917, rising to
the rank of Chief Petty Officer Boatswains Mate by 1936. As
the United States entered World War II in 1941, Chief Jester
was promoted to Lieutenant and given command of the USCGC
Icarus (WPC 110). Only one year later, LT Jester along with
his crew, became the first U.S. Ship to capture the crew of a
German  U-Boat  after  it’s  sinking.  For  his  heroics  in  the
sinking and rescue of the German Sailors aboard U-352, LT
Maurice Jester was awarded the Navy Cross and promoted to
Lieutenant Commander for his leadership. 

USCGC Dependable returns home
following  42-day  multi-
mission patrol in the Florida
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Straits and Windward Passage

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

June 4, 2023 

USCGC Dependable returns home following 42-day multi-mission
patrol in the Florida Straits and Windward Passage 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — The crew of USCGC Dependable (WMEC 626)
returned  to  their  home  port  in  Virginia  Beach,  Sunday,
following a 42-day patrol in the Florida Straits and Windward
Passage. 

Dependable’s crew contributed to the interdiction, care and
repatriation of over 300 migrants while patrolling the Seventh
Coast Guard District’s area of responsibility in support of
Operation Vigilant Sentry and Homeland Security Taskforce —
Southeast. 

https://seapowermagazine.org/uscgc-dependable-returns-home-following-42-day-multi-mission-patrol-in-the-florida-straits-and-windward-passage/
https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3416029/uscgc-dependable-returns-home-following-42-day-multi-mission-patrol-in-the-flor/


While  operating  in  the  Florida  Straits,  Dependable  was
supported by multiple Coast Guard air assets to interdict two
known  drug  smugglers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Old  Bahama
Channel. Dependable’s small boat crew stopped the vessel and
embarked the smugglers. Over 1,100 pounds of contraband was
recovered, making this the first drug bust for the cutter in
more than three years. 

Throughout  the  patrol,  Dependable  also  collaborated  with
numerous other Coast Guard and partner assets, including a
Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment embarked on the Navy
ship USS Little Rock. 

“The crew has been training to conduct migrant interdiction
operations  since  July  2022,”  said  Lt.  Cmdr.  Dana  Prefer,
Dependable’s executive officer. “In preparation for the recent
uptick  in  maritime  migration  ventures,  we  worked  hard  to
qualify over 50 crew members to provide security and care for
the migrants embarked aboard the cutter. All the training and
preparation  paid  off  as  it  was  truly  a  team  effort  to
interdict, process, and care for the well-being of migrants
throughout our patrol.” 

Dependable  is  a  210-foot  Reliance-class  medium  endurance
cutter  with  a  crew  of  67.  The  cutter’s  primary  missions
include  counter  drug  operations,  migrant  interdiction,
enforcement of federal fishery laws, and search and rescue in
support  of  Coast  Guard  operations  throughout  the  Western
Hemisphere. 

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit www.GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty  and
reserve, officer and enlisted opportunities. Information on
how to apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found
at www.uscga.edu. 
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U.S., Philippine, Japan Coast
Guards to conduct trilateral
engagements

RELEASE DATE:  01JUN  

Release from U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area
 

***** 

HEADLINE: U.S.,  Philippine,  Japan  Coast  Guards  to  conduct
trilateral engagements  
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MANILA, Philippines — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Stratton
(WMSL 752) and crew arrived in Manila on Thursday to conduct
professional exchanges and joint operations with members of
the  Philippine  and  Japan  Coast  Guards  during  Stratton’s
months-long Indo-Pacific deployment. 
 
Members from the three Coast Guards will engage in the first
ever group of trilateral activities at sea and in port during
a multi-day visit building upon enduring partnerships between
the nations.  
 
“We’re eager to join the Philippine and Japan Coast Guards and
participate  in  meaningful  engagements  with  our  allies  and
partners both in port and at sea,” said U.S. Coast Guard Capt.
Brian  Krautler,  Stratton’s  commanding  officer.  “This  first
trilateral  engagement  between  the  Coast  Guards  of  these
nations will provide invaluable opportunities to strengthen
global maritime governance though professional exchanges and
combined operations. Together we’ll demonstrate professional,
rules-based  standards  of  maritime  operations  with  our
steadfast partners to ensure a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 
 
Operating under the tactical control of Commander, U.S. 7th
Fleet, Stratton’s crew plans to engage in professional and
subject  matter  expert  exchanges  with  partners  and  allies
throughout the region. 
  
The U.S. Coast Guard’s steadfast partnerships and presence in
the Indo-Pacific have increased in recent years. Stratton’s
current Indo-Pacific patrol is the cutter’s second patrol in
the  region  and  one  of  seven  national  security  cutter
deployments  to  the  Indo-Pacific  since  2019.   
  
The Coast Guard Cutter Midgett (WMSL 757) conducted an at-sea
search-and-rescue  exercise with  the  Philippine  Coast  Guard
following  a  port  call  to  Manila  in  2022.  Midgett’s  crew
conducted professional engagements and subject matter expert

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/32a77ac?reqfrom=share
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/32a77ac?reqfrom=share


exchanges between the two services during the multi-day port
visit.  
  
The Coast Guard Cutter Kimball (WMSL 756) conducted combined
operations  and  search-and-rescue  exercises with  the  Japan
Coast Guard in Kagoshima, Japan during their Western Pacific
patrol in February in support of Operation Solid Alliance for
Peace and Prosperity with Humanity and Integrity on the Rule
of  law-based  Engagement  (SAPPHIRE).  SAPPHIRE  is  a  joint
agreement between the U.S. and Japan Coast Guards signed in
2022 for enhancing cooperation between the two sea services. 
  
The Coast Guard provides expertise in all aspects of maritime
governance, within the mission sets of: search and rescue;
illegal,  unreported  and  unregulated  fishing;  maritime
environmental  response;  maritime  security;  maritime  domain
awareness;  maritime  aviation  operations;  and  humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief.  
  
As both a federal law enforcement agency and a branch of the
armed  forces,  the  Coast  Guard  is  uniquely  positioned  to
conduct  security  cooperation  operations  in  support  of
combatant commanders. The service routinely provides forces in
joint military operations worldwide, including the deployment
of  cutters,  boats,  aircraft  and  deployable  specialized
forces.  
 
Commissioned in 2012, Stratton is one of four Coast Guard
legend-class national security cutters homeported in Alameda,
California. National security cutters are 418-feet long, 54-
feet wide, and have a 4,600 long-ton displacement. They have a
top speed in excess of 28 knots, a range of 12,000 nautical
miles, endurance of up to 90 days and can hold a crew of up to
170.  
 
National security cutters feature advanced command and control
capabilities, aviation support facilities, stern cutter boat
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launch  and  increased  endurance  for  long-range  patrols  to
disrupt threats to national security further offshore. 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area is responsible for U. S. Coast
Guard operations spanning across six of the seven continents,
71 countries and more than 74 million square miles of ocean.
It reaches from the shores of the West Coast of the United
States  to  the  Indo-Pacific,  Eastern  Pacific,  Arctic  and
Antarctic. Pacific Area strives to integrate capabilities with
partners  to  ensure  collaboration  and  unity  of  effort
throughout  the  Pacific.  

USCGC Confidence returns home
following  40-day  Windward
Passage  and  South  Florida
Straits patrol
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Release from Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

USCGC  Confidence  returns  home  following  40-day  Windward
Passage and South Florida Straits patrol 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — The crew of the USCGC Confidence (WMEC
619) returned to their home port in Cape Canaveral, Monday,
following a 40-day patrol in the Windward Passage and South
Florida Straits. 

Confidence’s crew contributed to the interdiction, care and
repatriation of 138 migrants while patrolling in support of
Operation Vigilant Sentry and Homeland Security Task Force –
Southeast  in  the  Seventh  Coast  Guard  District’s  area  of
responsibility.  Confidence’s  crew  conducted  maritime  safety
and security missions working with other Coast Guard cutters
and  air  assets  to  detect,  deter  and  intercept  unsafe  and
illegal migrant ventures bound for the United States. 

During the patrol, Confidence’s crew hosted members from the
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Haitian Coast Guard to further enhance key U.S. strategic
partnerships  and  provide  critical  mission  insight  into
operations within the Windward Passage. 

“It was a pleasure to work with our Coast Guard, international
and agency partners in the important mission to deter and
respond to dangerous migration attempts,” said Cmdr. Thomas
Martin,  commanding  officer  of  Confidence.  “The  crew
professionally executed numerous transits, boat patrols and
transfers to safeguard lives at sea.” 

Confidence  is  a  210-foot,  Reliance-class  medium  endurance
cutter.  The  cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter  drug
operations,  migrant  interdiction,  enforcement  of  federal
fishery laws and search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast
Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

For more information on the United States’ recent immigration
measures, follow these links:  

DHS  and  DOJ  Finalize  Rule  to  Incentivize  Use  of  Lawful
Immigration Pathways | Homeland Security  

Fact Sheet: Additional Sweeping Measures to Humanely Manage
Border | Homeland Security (dhs.gov)  

Fact Sheet: U.S. Government Announces Sweeping New Actions to
Manage Regional Migration | Homeland Security (dhs.gov)  

Federal Register :: Implementation of a Change to the Parole
Process for Cubans  

Federal Register :: Implementation of a Change to the Parole
Process for Haitians   

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 
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HII’s  Newport  News
Shipbuilding  Welcomes  High
School  Seniors  to
Shipbuilding Careers

Release from HII 

***** 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  Va.,  May  17,  2023  (GLOBE  NEWSWIRE)  —  HII’s
(NYSE: HII) Newport News Shipbuilding division recently signed
more than two dozen graduating high school seniors for careers
in shipbuilding at the New Horizons Regional Education Centers
(NHREC) Good Life Solution Program’s Career Selection Day, at
a  time  the  shipyard  is  executing  on  orders  for  mission-
critical aircraft carriers and submarines in service of the
U.S. Navy and the nation. 
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A total of 32 students accepted employment offers from NNS: 20
who will begin full-time trade positions within the shipyard
and  12  who  will  attend  The  Newport  News  Shipbuilding
Apprentice School. Funded by HII to train and develop the next
generation of shipbuilders, The Apprentice School offers four-
to eight-year, tuition-free apprenticeships in 19 trades and
eight  optional  advanced  programs,  to  include  accredited
undergraduate degrees in engineering. 

The Good Life Solution Program is a collection of partnerships
between NHREC and local employers looking to improve the way
they recruit, hire, train and retain entry-level new hires out
of high school. The program has a one-year retention rate of
80%. 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-newport-news-shipbuilding-shipbuildin
g-careers-nhrec-2023/. 

“Each year, this program grows and is a clear demonstration
that there is more than one path to success,” said Xavier
Beale, NNS vice president of human resources and trades, who
attended the event. “I’m honored to welcome these students
into our shipbuilding family as they embark upon a remarkable
journey. They will continue to develop their talents and grow
their careers with us — all while serving our nation and
building freedom.” 

NNS plans to hire approximately 2,500 skilled trade positions
this year to meet the shipbuilding needs of the Navy. The
shipyard anticipates hiring nearly 19,000 people within the
next decade as it fulfills orders for the U.S. Navy. 

To learn more about the Good Life Solution Program, visit
nhrec.org/gls. 
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USCGC  Campbell  returns  home
following  59-day  multi-
mission patrol in the Florida
Straits and Windward Passage
Release from Coast Guard Atlantic Area 

***** 

May 13, 2023 

USCGC  Campbell  returns  home  following  59-day  multi-mission
patrol in the Florida Straits and Windward Passage 

NEWPORT, R.I. — The crew of the USCGC Campbell (WMEC 909)
returned to their home port in Newport, Saturday, following a
59-day  patrol  to  the  South  Florida  Straits  and  Windward
Passage. 

Campbell deployed in support of Homeland Security Task Force –
Southeast and Operation Vigilant Sentry in the Seventh Coast
Guard  District’s  area  of  responsibility.  While  underway,
Campbell’s  crew  conducted  maritime  safety  and  security
missions while working to detect, deter and intercept unsafe
and illegal maritime migration ventures bound for the United
States. 

Over the course of the patrol, Campbell’s crew processed,
cared  for  and  repatriated  634  migrants.  Notably,  Campbell
worked with USCGC Bernard C. Webber (WPC 1101) to rescue 219
people from an overloaded, 50-foot sailing vessel. 

Working with the Haitian Coast Guard, Campbell embarked one
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member as a ship rider for patrols along the coast of Haiti.
Additionally, the cutter supported Department of Defense and
U.S. embassy outreach efforts, providing officials with the
opportunity to observe on-scene conditions in local Haitian
communities. 

Campbell is a 270-foot, Famous-class medium endurance cutter.
The  cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-narcotics
operations,  migrant  interdiction,  living  marine  resources
protection, and search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast
Guard operations throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

For  information  on  how  to  join  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer, and enlisted opportunities. Information on how to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here. 

BOLLINGER  SHIPYARDS  DELIVERS
53rd FAST RESPONSE CUTTER TO
U.S. COAST GUARD
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Release from Bollinger Shipyards 

***** 

USCGC John  Patterson is  the  fourth  of  six  FRCs  to  be
homeported  in  Boston,  MA  

LOCKPORT, La., — (May 11, 2023) – Bollinger Shipyards LLC
(“Bollinger”) has delivered the USCGC John Patterson to the
U.S. Coast Guard in Key West, Florida. This is the 179th
vessel Bollinger has delivered to the U.S. Coast Guard over a

35-year  period  and  the  53rd Fast  Response  Cutter (“FRC”)
delivered under the current program.  

“We’re  incredibly  proud  to  deliver  another  Fast  Response
Cutter to be homeported in Boston, the birthplace of the U.S.
Coast  Guard,”  said Bollinger  President  &  C.E.O.  Ben
Bordelon. ”We’re confident that pound for pound, the quality
and capabilities of the FRC platform is unmatched, and that

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/81DQCNk8vMSwWNPimYS8Z?domain=vimeo.com


this  vessel  will  outperform  its  mission  requirements  and
expectations  in  the  challenging  conditions  where  it  will
operate in the North Atlantic. Our unique experience building
for the Coast Guard is unparalleled and has shown time and
time  again  that  we  can  successfully  deliver  the  highest
quality vessels on a reliable, aggressive production schedule.
We look forward to continuing our historic partnership with
the U.S. Coast Guard.” 

The USCGC John Patterson will be the fourth of six FRCs to be
homeported in Sector Boston, which is known as “The Birthplace
of the Coast Guard.” The sector is responsible for coastal
safety, security, and environmental protection from the New
Hampshire-Massachusetts  border  southward  to  Plymouth,
Massachusetts out to 200nm offshore. Sector Boston directs
over 1,500 Active Duty, Reserve, and Auxiliary members whose
mission is to protect and secure vital infrastructure, rescue
mariners  in  peril  at  sea,  enforce  federal  law,  maintain
navigable waterways, and respond to all hazards impacting the
maritime transportation system and coastal region. 

Each  FRC  is  named  for  an  enlisted  Coast  Guard  hero  who
distinguished themselves in the line of duty. While attached
to  an  LST  during  the  invasion  at  Anzio,  Italy,  Coxswain
Patterson volunteered as a member of a boat crew to go the
side of a burning LST during a full gale in an effort to
rescue personnel trapped below decks. Despite the fact the
blazing ship was pitching and rolling in a dangerous manner
and ammunition was exploding he aided in the rescue of a
soldier, trapped in a lower compartment and brought him to
safety. 

ABOUT THE FAST RESPONSE CUTTER PLATFORM 

The FRC is an operational “game changer,” according to senior
Coast Guard officials. FRCs are consistently being deployed in
support of the full range of missions within the United States
Coast Guard and other branches of our armed services. This is



due to its exceptional performance, expanded operational reach
and capabilities, and ability to transform and adapt to the
mission. FRCs have conducted operations as far as the Marshall
Islands—a  4,400  nautical  mile  trip  from  their  homeport.
Measuring in at 154-feet, FRCs have a flank speed of 28 knots,
state  of  the  art  C4ISR  suite  (Command,  Control,
Communications,  Computers,  Intelligence,  Surveillance,  and
Reconnaissance), and stern launch and recovery ramp for a 26-
foot, over-the-horizon interceptor cutter boat. 

USCGC  Thetis  returns  home
following  66-day  multi-
mission Caribbean Sea patrol
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Release from Coast guard 7th District 

***** 

USCGC  Thetis  returns  home  following  66-day  multi-mission
Caribbean Sea patrol 

KEY WEST, Fla. – The crew of the USCGC Thetis (WMEC 910)
returned to their home port in Key West, Thursday, following a
66-day patrol in the Florida Straits and Caribbean Sea.   

Thetis’  crew  contributed  to  the  interdiction,  care  and
repatriation  of  125  migrants  from  Haiti  and  Cuba  while
patrolling  the  Seventh  Coast  Guard  District’s  area  of
responsibility in support of Operation Vigilant Sentry and
Homeland Security Taskforce — Southeast.  

During the patrol, Thetis’ crew rescued 31 Cuban migrants from
an  overcrowded,  adrift  and  homemade  vessel  in  the  South
Florida  Straits.  The  boarding  team  safely  embarked  the
migrants aboard Thetis, where Petty Officer 1st Class William
Ice, a health services technician assigned to Thetis, provided
a lifesaving emergency procedure for one of the migrants.
During another case, Thetis watch standers spotted a Haitian
sailboat in distress and provided rescue assistance to the 13
Haitians.  

Additionally, working with Bahamian Customs Department, Thetis
safely  returned  54  Haitian  migrants  to  their  point  of
departure  in  the  Bahamas  after  their  overcrowded  and
unseaworthy vessel was intercepted in transit to West Palm
Beach, Florida.  

“I am so proud of the crew’s hard work and professionalism
this patrol,” said Cmdr. Gavin Garcia, commanding officer of
Thetis. “It takes a great deal of teamwork within the ship as
well as coordination with other organizations to meet the
demands of two of the Coast Guard’s main missions in the South
Florida  Straits:  search  and  rescue  and  maritime  law

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3392406/uscgc-thetis-returns-home-following-66-day-multi-mission-caribbean-sea-patrol/


enforcement.”     

Thetis is a 270-foot Famous-class medium endurance cutter. The
cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-narcotics  operations,
migrant interdiction, living marine resources protection, and
search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations
throughout the Western Hemisphere.   

U.S. Coast Guard Seizes $30
Million  in  Drugs  with
International Task Force 

https://seapowermagazine.org/u-s-coast-guard-seizes-30-million-in-drugs-with-international-task-force/
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Release from U.S. Naval Central Forces Command Public Affairs

***** 

MANAMA, Bahrain — A U.S. Coast Guard fast response cutter
seized more than $30 million of heroin and methamphetamine
from a fishing vessel transiting the Gulf of Oman, May 8. 

Operating in support of Combined Task Force (CTF) 150, USCGC
Glen Harris (WPC 1144) seized 580 kilograms of methamphetamine
and  35  kilograms  of  heroin  from  a  vessel  transiting
international waters after departing Chah Bahar, Iran. 

CTF 150 is one of four task forces that form the world’s
largest  multinational  naval  partnership,  Combined  Maritime
Forces. Naval forces supporting CTF 150 have seized illegal
drugs worth a combined estimated U.S. street value of nearly
$200 million in 2023. 

Glen Harris arrived in the Middle East last year and operates
from the U.S. Navy base in Bahrain where CMF is headquartered
with U.S. Naval Forces Central Command and U.S. 5th Fleet. 

The fast response cutter is part of a contingent of U.S. Coast
Guard ships forward-deployed to the region under Patrol Forces
Southwest  Asia  (PATFORSWA).  PATFORSWA  deploys  Coast  Guard
personnel and ships alongside U.S. and regional naval forces
throughout the Middle East. 

“The dedication and expertise of Glen Harris’s leadership and
crew embody our commitment to interdict and remove illicit
narcotics from the sea, denying malign actors the ability to
destabilize  the  region,”  said  Capt.  Eric  A.  Helgen,
PATFORSWA’s commander. “I could not be more proud of our fast
response cutter crews.” 

Currently led by the United Kingdom, CTF 150 conducts maritime
security and counter-terrorism operations in the Gulf of Oman
and  Indian  Ocean  to  disrupt  criminal  and  terrorist

https://www.cusnc.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/3387400/us-coast-guard-seizes-30-million-in-drugs-with-international-task-force/


organizations and their related illicit activities, including
the movement of personnel, weapons, narcotics and charcoal.
These  efforts  help  ensure  legitimate  commercial  shipping
transits the region free from non-state threats. 

U.S. and international naval units in the Middle East seized
illegal drugs totaling $1 billion in value from 2021 to 2022. 

Coast  Guard  offloads  $10.2
million  in  seized  cocaine,
transfers  3  smugglers  to
federal agents in San Juan,
Puerto Rico 
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Release from United States Coast Guard 

***** 

May 4, 2023 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The Coast Guard Cutter Joseph Napier
crew and Caribbean Corridor Strike Force agents offloaded 901
pounds (411kgs) of cocaine Wednesday in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
following the interdiction of a smuggling vessel north of
Puerto Rico. 

The three men apprehended in this case are Dominican Republic
nationals who are facing federal prosecution in District Court
of  Puerto  Rico  for  Conspiracy  to  Possess  with  Intent  to
Distribute a Controlled Substance Aboard a Vessel Subject to
the Jurisdiction of the United States. 

The  Transnational  Organized  Crime  Division  of  the  U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District of Puerto Rico is leading
the prosecution for this case, while Special Agents supporting
the  Caribbean  Corridor  Strike  Force  are  leading  the

https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3384243/coast-guard-offloads-102-million-in-seized-cocaine-transfers-3-smugglers-to-fed/


investigation.  

During a patrol Saturday night, the aircrew of a Coast Guard
maritime patrol aircraft detected a suspect go-fast vessel
north of Puerto Rico. Coast Guard watch standers at Sector San
Juan diverted the cutter Joseph Napier that arrived on scene
in pursuit and stopped the 30-foot blue and white go-fast
vessel,  apprehended  three  men  and  recovered  12  bales  of
suspected contraband that tested positive for cocaine. 

“I’m extremely proud of our crew, especially the pursuit team,
for their tactical proficiency and resiliency in stopping this
drug-smuggling vessel from entering Puerto Rico,” said Lt.
DeVonte Weems, Coast Guard Cutter Joseph Napier commanding
officer.  “It  was  a  great  team  effort  with  seamless
coordination  between  Coast  Guard  surface,  aerial,  and
shoreside units that resulted in a successful interdiction.” 

The  interdiction  is  the  result  of  multi-agency  efforts
involving  the  Organized  Crime  Drug  Enforcement  Task  Force
(OCDETF),  the  Caribbean  Border  Interagency  Group  and  the
Caribbean Corridor Strike Force. OCDETF identifies, disrupts,
and dismantles the highest-level criminal organizations that
threaten  the  United  States  using  a  prosecutor-led,
intelligence-driven,  multi-agency  approach.  Additional
information  about  the  OCDETF  Program  can  be  found  at
https://www.justice.gov/OCDETF.  

Cutter Joseph Napier is a 154-foot fast response cutter that
is homeported in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


