Coast Guard Works to Reopen
Ports, Waterways Following
Hurricane Ida

Q

U.S. Coast Guard Air Station New Orleans, shown here preparing
for Hurricane Ida in New Orleans, Louisiana, Aug. 28, 2021.
U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 2nd Ryan Dickinson

NEW ORLEANS — The Coast Guard is continuously working to
reopen the ports and waterways throughout Southeast Louisiana
following Hurricane Ida, the Coast Guard 8th District said in
a Sept. 2 release.

Capt. Will Watson, Coast Guard captain-of-the-port for the
Port of New Orleans, is working in close coordination with
federal, state, parish, city and maritime stakeholders to
safely reopen maritime traffic along the Mississippi River and
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. Some key areas along the river
remain closed as recovery operations continue.

“We continue to work closely with the State of Louisiana and
our maritime industry partners to reconstitute our ports,”
said Watson. “This 1is a massive recovery effort and we are
doing our part to ensure that the commerce that sustains our
Nation can continue to flow freely and safely over our
critical waterways.”

Coast Guard crews conducted post-storm port assessments to
reopen the Mississippi River and Gulf Intracoastal Water after
Hurricane Ida passed through the area. The assessments were
conducted to ensure maritime commerce is safe to resume.

Coast Guard crews continue to work with port partners on the
identification and mitigation of grounded and submerged
vessels along banks of the Lower Mississippi River.
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U.S. Coast Guard Concludes
Training with Philippine
Maritime Agencies

Q

Crewmembers of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Munro salute a
Philippine Coast Guard vessel transiting alongside the Munro
in the West Philippine Sea, Aug. 31, 2021. Coast Guard members
aboard the Munro and the Philippine Coast Guard participated
in bilateral operations and exercises that included small boat
operations and multi-vessel maneuvering. U.S. COAST GUARD /
Petty Officer 3rd Class Aidan Cooney

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Munro (WMSL 755)

arrived 1in Subic Bay, Philippines, Aug. 31 following
operations and exercises in the West Philippine Sea with the
Philippine Coast Guard and the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources, the Coast Guard Pacific Area said in a
Sept. 1 release.

Munro’s <crew participated in bilateral operations,
professional exchanges, search-and-rescue and communications
exercises, small boat operations, multi-vessel maneuvering and
maritime domain awareness drills while at sea.

“As the maritime security challenges in the Indo-Pacific
region become increasingly complex, partnering with our
Philippine Coast Guard and fisheries counterparts is vital to
our shared interest in a free and open maritime environment,”
said Munro’s commanding officer, Capt. Blake Novak. “We
thoroughly enjoyed our Philippine hosts’ professionalism and
hospitality, and we 1look forward to future bilateral
operations to further our longstanding relationship.”
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The search-and-rescue exercise simulated the agencies’
bilateral response to a vessel 1in distress. During the
exercise, the Munro, PCG, and BFAR practiced searching for the
distressed vessel, shipboard firefighting techniques, and
recovering and treating persons in the water. As part of the
exercise, members of the PCG joined USCG members aboard Munro
as they launched the cutter’s small unmanned aircraft system
to aid in the search-and-rescue response. The day’'s exercises
and operations provided opportunities for each involved agency
to learn from each other.

“The success of the joint maritime exercise between the PCG
and USCG will not only strengthen international partnerships
for immediate response to calamities and disasters but will
also ensure that our personnel could effectively perform their
mandated functions in countering terrorism and other acts of
lawlessness in our country’s waters,” said Adm. George
V. Ursabia Jr., PCG commandant.

The USCG has a long history of cooperation with the PCG. In
2019, the Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf conducted engagements
with the PCG as part of its Western Pacific deployment,
focusing on search and rescue, maritime security, and law
enforcement capabilities.

Munro, a 418-foot national security cutter, departed 1its
homeport of Alameda, California, in July for a months-long
deployment to the Western Pacific. Operating under the
tactical control of U.S. 7th Fleet, the cutter and crew are
engaging in professional exchanges and capacity-building
exercises with partner nations and are patrolling and
conducting operations as directed. National security cutters
like Munro feature advanced command and control capabilities,
aviation support facilities, stern cutter boat Llaunch, and
increased endurance for long-range patrols, enabling the crews
to disrupt threats to national security further offshore.

“The Coast Guard shares deep and abiding interests with our



allies and partners, who, like us, have long endorsed a rules-
based international order,” said Vice Adm. Michael F.
McAllister, commander, U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area.
“Partnering with the Philippines to enhance maritime
governance, including important missions such as search and
rescue and enforcement of fisheries laws and treaties, 1is
essential to the security, stability and prosperity of all
nations.”

As both a federal law enforcement agency and an armed force,
the USCG is uniquely positioned to conduct defense operations
in support of combatant commanders on all seven continents.
The service routinely provides forces in joint military
operations worldwide, including the deployment of cutters,
boats, aircraft, and deployable specialized forces.

Coast Guard Conducts Search
and Rescue Operations
following Hurricane Ida

Q

The Coast Guard received a report that a man had been struck
in the head during the storm by a window in Leeville,
Louisiana, August 30, 2021. An Air Station New Orleans MH-65
Dolphin helicopter aircrew landed on a highway and embarked
the patient and took him to West Jefferson Hospital in stable
condition. U.S. COAST GUARD

NEW ORLEANS — The Coast Guard has conducted a total of six
search and rescues in Louisiana in the wake of Hurricane
Ida, saving a total of 13 people and two animals, and

assisting six people, as of Sept. 1.
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Flight crews from Coast Guard Air Station New Orleans, Coast
Guard Aviation Training Center Mobile and Coast Guard Air
Station Cape Cod have conducted these efforts. Their total
flight time for the following cases are 27 hours and 42
minutes.

The following search and rescue efforts were conducted by Air
Station New Orleans:

Aug. 30 — Leeville — The Coast Guard received a report that a
man had been struck in the head during the storm by a window.
An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew landed on a highway and
embarked the patient and took him to West Jefferson Hospital
in stable condition.

Aug. 30 — Port Sulphur — The Coast Guard received a report at
11 p.m. a shrimp boat caught fire and one of the crew members
managed to swim to shore. An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew
landed on the highway in nighttime conditions, navigating down
power lines and debris. The crew member was transferred to
West Jefferson Hospital in Marrero.

Aug. 31 — Grand Isle — An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter aircrew
responded to a report of two men needing medical assistance,
one having difficulties from a preexisting condition and the
other with a leg injury. The aircrew lowered the rescue
swimmer to assess the patients while the pilots landed the
helicopter on the beach to conserve fuel and provide a stable
loading platform. The patients were transferred to University
Medical Center in New Orleans.

The following search and rescue efforts were conducted by
Aviation Training Center Mobile:

Aug. 30 — Houston, Texas — While deployed in Houston, an MH-60
Jayhawk helicopter aircrew assisted in hospital transfers of
four patients.

Aug. 30 - La Place — An MH-65 Dolphin helicopter



aircrew medevaced a middle-aged woman suffering from seizures
and transferred her to West Jefferson Hospital. A secondary
MH-65 Dolphin helicopter also transported two of her family
members to Air Station New Orleans where a vehicle was waiting
to drive them to the hospital.

The following search and rescue was conducted by Air Station
Cape Cod:

Aug. 30 — Grand Isle — An MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter aircrew
conducted a beach landing to check for signs of distress and
found eight people and two felines in a severely damaged
motel. They requested to depart the island to safety. The
aircrew transported everyone to the parking lot of the Houma
Civic Center.

Coast Guard Conducts
Hurricane 1Ida Post-Storm
Overflights Along the Gulf
Coast

Q

The Coast Guard conducts Hurricane Ida post-storm overflights
along the Gulf Coast on August 30, 2020. Aircrews conducted
overflights near Galliano, Louisiana, to assess damage and
identify hazards. U.S. COAST GUARD

NEW ORLEANS — The Coast Guard is conducting critical incident
search and rescue overflights and assessing for damage Aug. 30
along the Gulf Coast Region of Louisiana following Hurricane
Ida, the Coast 8th District said in a release.
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The Coast Guard has brought to bear more than 28 aviation
assets and nearly 21 shallow-water response assets to respond
to flooded and damaged areas.

“The Coast Guard will continue to provide search and rescue
capabilities, assess the damage done by Hurricane Ida, repair
aids-to-navigation, and ensure the ports along the Gulf Coast
can be safely reopened for the flow of maritime commerce,”
said Capt. Tracy Phillips, area commander for the Ida
response.

Coast Guard Interdicts,
Returns 23 Migrants

Q

Coast Guard Cutter Winslow Griesser’s boat crew 1s on scene
with an illegal migrant voyage Aug. 26, 2021, in the Mona
Passage between the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. The
migrant group was comprised of 12 Haitians and 11 Dominican
nationals, who were returned to the Dominican Republic Aug.
28. U.S. COAST GUARD

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The Coast Guard Cutter Winslow
Griesser repatriated 11 Dominican migrants and returned 12
Haitians to the Dominican Republic Saturday, following the
interdiction of an illegal voyage in the Mona Passage.

The interdiction is the result of ongoing Coast Guard and
Caribbean Border Interagency group partner efforts to deter
and stop illegal voyages in the Mona Passage. Since Oct. 1,
2021, the Coast Guard and CBIG federal and state partner
agencies have interdicted and or apprehended 2,100 migrants
traveling illegally to Puerto Rico.
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“We urge any person thinking of taking part in an illegal
voyage to not take to the sea,” said Cmdr. Beau Powers, Sector
San Juan chief of response. “Your life will be at risk, as
will the lives of everyone aboard the vessel. The perils are
many, including traveling with ruthless smugglers, aboard
grossly overloaded makeshift vessels, in dangerous sea states,
with little or no lifesaving equipment onboard. Those making
this voyage should expect to be returned to their country of
origin and also may face prosecution. The dangers are real,
please don’t trust your life to a smuggler or in a makeshift
vessel.”

The interdiction took place Aug. 26, after a Customs and
Border Protection marine patrol aircraft crew sighted a
migrant vessel, approximately 42 nautical miles north of Mona
Island, Puerto Rico. The cutter Winslow Griesser diverted to
the scene and interdicted the 25-foot makeshift boat with 11
Dominicans, 11 Haitian adults and one Haitian minor aboard.

The crew of the Winslow Griesser transferred the adult
migrants to a Dominican Republic Navy vessel just outside
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, while the minor was
transferred to local authorities ashore from the Childrens and
Adolescents National Council CONANI.

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. The Coast Guard
Cutter Winslow Griesser is a fast response cutter homeported
in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Coast Guard, Partner Agencies
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Continue to Support Haiti
Q

A U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook Helicopter crew chief assists a
partner rescue agency crew with the delivery of food and
medical supplies in Haiti, Aug. 23, 2021. The Coast Guard and
partner agencies conducted humanitarian efforts in impacted
areas of Haiti following a magnitude 7.2 earthquake, Aug. 14,
2021. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class Ryan Estrada

MIAMI — The Coast Guard, USAID, U.S. Southern Command and
Joint Task Force-Haiti continue to have unity of effort and
respond to critically injured Haitian citizens, Aug. 24, by
transporting them to a higher level of care in Port au Prince,
Haiti, the Coast Guard 7th District said in an Aug.
25 release.

“The Coast Guard immediately responded to the government of
Haiti’'s request for assistance following the tragic 7.2
magnitude earthquake just over a week ago,” said Coast Guard
7th District Commander, Rear Adm. Brendan C. McPherson. “Since
then, the U.S. Coast Guard saved or assisted more than 350
lives and transported more than 350 medical personnel and
first responders to the areas most damaged. As the USAID-led,
DOD-supported mission transitions to an extended humanitarian
assistance and disaster response operation, we will begin to
transition our people and aircraft to best support Joint Task
Force-Haiti while meeting our other mission demands in the
region. We will continue to provide agile and versatile search
and rescue capability if needed. Alongside U.S. Embassy Haiti,
we remain a proud partner in our whole of government approach
to help the people of Haiti.”

In the past 24 hours, Coast Guard men and women deployed to
Haiti have flown 14 evolutions, saved three people, assisted
three others, transported four urban disaster and relief
personnel and transported 1,800 pounds of disaster and relief
supplies.
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Since Aug. 15, Coast Guard men and women have flown 227
evolutions, saved 219 people, assisted 145 people, transported
362 urban disaster and relief personnel and transported 13,400
pounds of disaster and relief supplies.

Coast Guard Holds Lighthouse
Rededication Ceremony in San
Diego

Q

The Coast Guard holds a rededication ceremony at the New Point
Loma Lighthouse in San Diego, August 20, 2021. The
rededication is the official recognition of the 1light
station’s service career and honors its history as a Coast
Guard navigational aid. U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd
Class Alex Gray

SAN DIEGO — The Coast Guard held a rededication ceremony

Friday at the New Point Loma Lighthouse in San Diego, the
Coast Guard 11lth District said in an Aug. 20 release.

The rededication is the official recognition of the light
station’s service career and honors its history as a Coast
Guard navigational aid.

“Every time you see this light flash, know that lives are
being saved, trade and travelers are flowing through our
marine transit system, illegal drugs are prevented from
entering our great nation and sailors are welcomed home,” said
Capt. Timothy J. Barelli, the Coast Guard Sector San Diego
commander.

The lighthouse was placed on secondary power in April 2017
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while contractors and Coast Guard members conducted
renovations. The restoration cost over $2 million and took
approximately three years to complete. Coast Guard members
spent more than 30 hours rewiring the light during the final
stages of construction, and the main light was formally re-1lit
in March 2020.

The ceremony was attended by Rep. Scott Peters, D-California,
Rear Adm. Brian Penoyer, the 11th Coast Guard District
commander, local Coast Guard members, the San Diego mayor and
the National Park Service Cabrillo National Monument
superintendent.

The event was initially scheduled last year but was postponed
due to COVID-19.

Embassy, USAID, Coast Guard,
CBP Discuss Haitian
Earthquake Response Efforts

Q

U.S. Agency for International Development for the Latin and
Caribbean region senior official Tim Callahan (Left), Coast
Guard Seventh District Commander Rear Adm. Brendan McPherson,
and U.S Ambassador to Haiti Michele Sison discuss unity of
efforts in Port au Prince, Haiti, Aug. 20, 2021. U.S. COAST
GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class Erik Villa Rodriguez

MIAMI — Since the Aug. 14 earthquake in Haiti, Coast Guard men
and women deployed there have flown 196 evolutions, saved 206
people, assisted 131 people, transported 306 urban disaster
and relief personnel and transported 10,200 pounds of disaster

and relief supplies, officials said Aug. 20.


https://seapowermagazine.org/embassy-usaid-coast-guard-cbp-discuss-haitian-earthquake-response-efforts/
https://seapowermagazine.org/embassy-usaid-coast-guard-cbp-discuss-haitian-earthquake-response-efforts/
https://seapowermagazine.org/embassy-usaid-coast-guard-cbp-discuss-haitian-earthquake-response-efforts/

U.S. Ambassador to Haiti Michele Sison joined Tim Callaghan,
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
Haiti earthquake disaster assistance response team leader,
Coast Guard Seventh District Commander Rear Adm. Brendan
McPherson and Customs and Border Protection AMO Southeast
Region Executive Director John Priddy on Aug. 20 to
discuss U.S. government disaster and relief operations and
unity of efforts in Port au Prince following the magnitude 7.2

earthquake, the Coast Guard 7" District said in a release.

According to Haitian government officials, since the
earthquake on Aug. 14 Haitians suffered at least 2,189
deaths, 12,260 injuries and 130,000 homes damaged or
destroyed.

“The United States’ response to the Aug. 14 earthquake and
Tropical Depression Grace is a whole of U.S. government
effort, led by USAID, to get help to those most in need,” said
Sison. “The U.S. Embassy in Port au Prince is proud to work
alongside USAID, the Coast Guard, and Joint Task Force Haiti,
in coordination with the Haitian government and international
partners, to save lives.”

“USAID continues to expand relief operations to more areas
impacted by the earthquake,” said Callaghan. “I would like to
thank the U.S. Coast Guard team for the tireless work they
have been doing not only to support the DART and help us
quickly get out to affected areas, but also to save lives.”

“Coast Guard aircraft and personnel are medevacing critically
injured citizens from impacted remote areas to Port au Prince
where they may obtain higher levels of care,” said McPherson.
“Additionally, we are coordinating with USAID and U.S.
Southern Command, and JTF-Haiti to move urban search and
rescue responders, medical personnel and supplies to impacted
areas. Today’'s leadership engagement with Ambassador Sison and
others really highlight the American unity of effort to this
response.”



“We stand shoulder to shoulder with our partners every day,
carrying out the nation’s work,” said Priddy. “Our integrated
operations with our partners enable us to better carry out our
shared responsibilities and respond to disasters, as
partnerships make us stronger.”

Coast Guard, Partner Agencies
Continue to Support Haiti
Relief Efforts

Q

Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations agents
transporting injured Haitian citizen in Haiti, Aug. 19, 2021.
Coast Guard and partner agencies continue to conduct ongoing
operations 1in Haiti transporting medical personnel &
evacuating those requiring higher levels of care. U.S. CUSTOMS
AND BORDER PROTECTION AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS

MIAMI — Coast Guard and partner agency aircrews continue to
respond to critically injured Haitian citizens by transporting
them to a higher level of care in Port au Prince, Haiti, the

Coast Guard 7th District said in an Aug. 19 release.

After several days of responding to a magnitude 7.2 earthquake
in Haiti, Coast Guard aircrews returned home to Clearwater,
Florida, Thursday, and more Coast Guard aircrews are returning
to the response.

n

“We are proud, but we are also a little heartbroken,” said
Petty Officer 3rd Class Michael Diglio, a rescue swimmer
deployed to Haiti. “The Haitian citizens are strong, as they
would ride in the helicopter calm and composed throughout the
one-hour ride to the Port au Prince hospital.”
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In the past 24 hours, Coast Guard men and women deployed to
Haiti have flown 37 evolutions, saved more than 33
people, assisted more than 58 people, transported 49 urban
disaster and relief personnel, and transported 1,700 pounds of
disaster and relief supplies.

Since Sunday, Coast Guard men and women deployed to Haiti
have flown 137 evolutions, saved 116 people, assisted 177
people, transported 234 urban disaster and relief personnel,
and transported 8,500 pounds of disaster and relief supplies.

U.S. Coast Guard Completes
Operation Nanook 2021

Q

The USCGC Escanaba (WMEC 907) sails by an iceberg in the
Labrador Sea. The Escanaba is a 270-foot Famous-class medium
endurance cutter with a crew of around 100 conducting many of
the service’s missions, emphasizing law enforcement and
security. U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer 3rd Class Dyxan
Williams

NUUK, Greenland — Strengthening partnerships and testing
interoperability, the Coast Guard cutters Escanaba (WMEC 907)
and Richard Snyder (WPC 1127) participated in Operation Nanook
in early to mid-August, Coast Guard Atlantic Area said Aug.
17.

Operation Nanook 1is the Canadian Armed Forces’ signature
Arctic operation, comprising a series of comprehensive, joint,
interagency, and multinational activities designed to exercise
the defense of Canada and security in the region and incident
management response and search rescue capabilities. With
commercial traffic and cruise ships increasingly visible in
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the Arctic, international collaborations are necessary to meet
this increased traffic’'s potential search and rescue
challenges. Nanook-Tuugaalik is the maritime component of the
Nanook series of deployments and training events intended to
be an Arctic naval presence operation and domain awareness of
the waters in and around Baffin Bay and Davis Strait. Nanook-
Tatigiit is the incident management and search and rescue
exercise portion.

“We had excellent training with the crews of HMCS Harry Dewolf
[AOPV 430], HMCS Goose Bay [MM 707], and Richard Snyder. The
joint effort during Tuugaalik and Tatigiit included multi-ship
small boat training, formation steaming, hailing and signals
exercises, and more. Weather, especially in the Arctic, is a
genuine consideration, and increasing sea state and fog tested
us,” said Cmdr. Ben Spector, the commanding officer of
Escanaba. “The U.S. Coast Guard remains committed to
conducting operations and combined maritime exercises
throughout the Atlantic and the Arctic region, ensuring
mission capacity and future force readiness. Training with our
partners and allied nations ensure all countries are ready,
relevant, and responsive in an ever-evolving maritime
environment.”

This operation is also the first time the U.S. Coast Guard
deployed a 154-foot Sentinel-class fast response cutter to the
region, USCGC Richard Snyder. As the inventory of FRCs grows,
the U.S. Coast Guard continues to test the full range of their
capability, including operations in high Tlatitude
environments. While these ships are not ice-strengthened,
units observed mitigations, such as the deployment time of
year and carefully considering operating areas.

“The FRC has fared exceedingly well in the Arctic. Our major
concerns were fuel and food, and there have been no issues
with either as the cutter continues to steam through the
operational area and complete all training and interactions
with stellar results,” said Lt. Cmdr. Gregory Bredariol, the



commanding officer of Richard Snyder. “We’ve done some once-
in-a-lifetime activities including fjords transits, getting
close aboard icebergs much larger than the cutter, restricted
waters transits in harsh conditions and deployment to an
unfamiliar but mission-critical area. Our colleagues aboard
the Escanaba were critical in our deployment, assisting with
logistics and operational support. I can’t express enough our
appreciation as we deployed far from our normal operations
area and completed mission sets that we don’t generally
practice. As a cutter based in Atlantic Beach, North Carolina,
we primarily focus on living marine resources and search and
rescue.”

Following Nanook, both ship’s crews are conducting engagements
and resupplying in Nuuk. Snyder will return home. Escanaba
will transition to support Frontier Sentinel, an annual
exercise between the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, and Royal
Canadian Navy, ensuring the ability of the Tri-Party Staff and
tactical assets to work together. This year’s live exercise
uses feedback from the prior year’s tabletop discussion.

Participants in all exercises are observing COVID-19 protocols
to mitigate exposure and comply with host nation guidelines.
Exercise scenarios took into account our COVID restrictions
and respective realities.

Operation Nanook is the third of four major deployments of the
U.S. Coast Guard’s Atlantic Arctic Season. In June, the USCGC
Eagle (WIX 327) visited Iceland, where Vice Adm. Steven
Poulin, the Atlantic Area commander, hosted Icelandic
officials for Arctic discussions. Also, in June, the USCGC
Maple (WLB 207) participated in the Danish Joint Arctic
Command’s annual exercise, Ex Argus, in Southern Greenland
with international partners. Later this fall, the USCGC Healy
(WAGB 20) will make stops along the U.S. East Coast after
transiting the Northwest Passage on their circumnavigation of
North America.



Operation Nanook has been held annually since its inception
over a decade ago. Last year’s exercise was scaled down due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. While participants could not conduct
port visits, the activity focused on naval readiness, ship
tracking, and gunnery operations between multinational
partners, including the United States, Canada, Denmark, and
France. The U.S. sent the USCGC Tahoma (WMEC 908) and USCGC
Campbell (WMEC 909) to participate.

USCGC Escanaba is a 270-foot Famous-class medium endurance
cutter with a crew of about 100 operating for the U.S. Coast
Guard Atlantic Area. USCGC Richard Snyder is a Fifth Coast
Guard District 154-foot Sentinel-class fast response cutter
with a crew of about 24 also operating for U.S. Coast Guard
Atlantic Area. The Atlantic Area commander and staff oversee
all Coast Guard domestic operations east of the Rocky
Mountains, including the Arctic, Caribbean and Southern
Atlantic and Coast Guard out-of-hemisphere operations 1in
Europe, Africa and Southwest Asia.



