U.S. Coast Guard Ships Depart
Puerto Rico on Mission to

Strengthen Trans-Atlantic
Ties
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Vice Adm. Steven Poulin, commander, U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic
Area, and Command Master Chief Devin Spencer, visit the crew
of the Sentinel-class fast response cutter USCGC Charles
Moulthrope (WPC 1141) in Puerto Rico prior to beginning their
transit across the North Atlantic to Europe, March 31, 2021.
The Moulthrope and USCGC Robert Goldman (WPC 1142) crews will
continue to their new homeport of Manama, Bahrain, with brief
stops for logistics and relationship building. Planning for
the escort and deployment began last year to ensure smooth
delivery of the fast response cutters, replacing the Island-
class ships currently in operation under the U.S. Navy'’s 5th
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Fleet command. U.S. COAST GUARD/ Lt. Dana Wanjon

ATLANTIC OCEAN — The Legend-class national security cutter
USCGC Hamilton (WMSL 753) with the Sentinel-class fast
response cutters USCGC Charles Moulthrope (WPC 1141) and USCGC
Robert Goldman (WPC 1142) departed Puerto Rico on April 1 to
transit the North Atlantic to Europe, Coast Guard Atlantic
Area announced April 2.

“U.S. Coast Guard cutters have a long history of protecting
America’s 1interests at home and abroad. This historic
deployment demonstrates how we can strengthen our national
security by extending the Coast Guard’s global reach and
firming our commitments to allies and partners in the region,”
Capt. Timothy Cronin, commanding officer, USCGC Hamilton.

Hamilton is escorting the fast response cutters across the
Atlantic before conducting a patrol in the U.S. Navy’s 6th
Fleet area of responsibility to maintain maritime security
alongside NATO allies and partners. The Moulthrope and Goldman
crews will continue to their new homeport of Manama, Bahrain,
with brief stops for logistics and relationship building.
Planning for the escort and deployment began last year to
ensure smooth delivery of the fast response cutters, replacing
the Island-class ships currently in operation under the U.S.
Navy’s 5th Fleet command.

“Our primary goal for the fast response cutters is to complete
the 9,000-mile voyage to homeport safely and efficiently. In
addition, we will capitalize on opportunities to strengthen
international partnerships promoting security and prosperity
throughout some of the world’s busiest maritime trade routes,”
Lt. Cmdr. Steven Hulse, commanding officer, USCGC Charles
Moulthrope.

“We expect to showcase the capabilities of the fast response
cutter, and the U.S. Coast Guard to advance the shared
maritime strategy for security with the U.S. Navy and naval
partners in the region, while concurrently engaging with them



on the more traditional U.S. Coast Guard missions of search
and rescue, maritime law enforcement, and illegal fisheries
enforcement,” said Lt. Cmdr. Samuel Blase, commanding officer,
USCGC Robert Goldman.

The U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard operate forward, from the
littoral to the open ocean, ensuring stability and open sea
lanes across all maritime domains. U.S. Coast Guard operations
in U.S. 6th Fleet demonstrate the country’s commitment,
flexibility and capability to operate and address security
concerns throughout Europe and Africa, the Coast Guard said.

“The U.S. Coast Guard is a member of the joint force, a key
and always-ready instrument to further national security
objectives globally,” said Vice Adm. Steven Poulin, commander,
U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area. “It’s been almost two decades
since we sent the Island-class patrol boats to Bahrain. As we
seek to modernize our asset support to the U.S. Navy in the
Arabian Gulf, this is an excellent opportunity to advance
partnerships and learn from our allies in the region.”

Hamilton is the fourth ship in its class. The Legend-class is
the largest current cutter class of the U.S. Coast Guard.
These vessels support various missions, including
environmental protection, search and rescue, fisheries, port
security, counterterrorism, law enforcement, drug
interdiction, defense operations and other military
operations.

Moulthrope and Goldman are the first two of six Sentinel-class
ships headed to U.S. Patrol Forces Southwest Asia. Established
in 2002 to support Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA played a
critical role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure
protection operations. It is the U.S. Coast Guard’s largest
unit outside of the United States.

PATFORSWA 1is currently providing U.S. Navy'’s 5th Fleet and
U.S. Central Command with combat-ready assets, using its



unique access to foreign territorial seas and ports,
formulating strong and independent relationships with patterns
throughout the Arabian Gulf, and leveraging the full-spectrum,
flexible vessel boarding capabilities and maritime country
engagements on the shore.

U.S. 6th Fleet, headquartered in Naples, Italy, conducts the
full spectrum of joint and naval operations, often in concert
with allied and interagency partners, to advance U.S. national
interests and security and stability in Europe and Africa.

Based in Portsmouth, Virginia, U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area
oversees all Coast Guard operations east of the Rocky
Mountains to the Arabian Gulf. Also, they allocate ships to
deploy to the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific to combat
transnational organized crime and illicit maritime activity.

Coast Guard Cutter Walnut
Arrives at New Homeport 1in
Pensacola
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The Coast Guard Cutter Walnut returns to its new homeport in
Pensacola, Florida, March 31, 2021. The Walnut crew performed
a major maintenance availability project to enable the 225-
foot cutter to reach the end of its 30-year planned life
service and was previously homeported in Honolulu. U.S. COAST

GUARD
PENSACOLA, Fla. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Walnut

arrived at the cutter’s new homeport, the Coast Guard 8th
District said in a March 31 release.

The Walnut crew performed a major maintenance availability
project to enable the 225-foot cutter to reach the end of its
30-year planned life service.

“The Walnut crew looks forward to our arrival in Pensacola,
Florida, and values our role in supporting Coast Guard
District Eight’s continued efforts to maintain a safe and
effective maritime transportation system,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Christopher Bonner, commanding officer of Coast Guard Cutter



Walnut. “As evidenced by the historic hurricane season of
2020, the Coast Guard and its buoy tender fleet played and
will continue to play a critical role in responding to
devastating natural disasters and reconstituting waterways in
and around this nation’s most critical maritime ports.”

The dockside period included loading and inventorying
thousands of pounds of critical shipboard materials and
equipment, conducting mission critical training to prepare for
possible shipboard casualties while underway, and conducting
extensive maintenance and repair on most of the shipboard
machinery, electronics and auxiliary systems.

The cutter Walnut is a 225-Foot seagoing buoy tender, which
was previously homeported in Honolulu and will now be
homeported in Pensacola, Florida. The cutter’s primary
missions are aids to navigation, search and rescue, maritime
law enforcement, maritime environmental protection and
national defense missions.

Coast Guard Offloads More
than 19,600 Pounds of
Cocaine, Marijuana
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The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Munro gather in formation
behind seized contraband during a drug offload in Alameda,
California, March 23, 2021. U.S. COAST GUARD / Petty Officer
3rd Class Taylor Bacon

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Munro
(WMSL 755) offloaded approximately 8,200 pounds of seized
cocaine and 11,450 pounds of marijuana March 23 at the ship’s
homeport at Coast Guard Base Alameda, the Coast Guard Pacific
Area said in a release.

Prior to the Munro’s arrival in Alameda, the crew transferred
12 detainees, approximately 9,200 pounds of cocaine and 2,150
pounds of marijuana to law enforcement officials in San
Diego.

The drugs, in total worth an estimated $330 million, were
seized in international waters of the Eastern Pacific Ocean
between January and March, representing 15 suspected drug
smuggling vessel interdictions off the coasts of Mexico,
Central and South America by the following Coast Guard and
Navy ships:



The Coast Guard Cutter Munro (WMSL 755) crew was responsible
for nine interdictions, seizing approximately 10,200 pounds of
cocaine and 11,450 pounds of marijuana.

The Coast Guard Cutter Bear (WMEC 901) crew was responsible
for two interdictions, seizing approximately 66 pounds of
cocaine.

The Coast Guard Cutter Vigilant (WMEC 617) crew was
responsible for one interdiction, seizing approximately 1,870
pounds of cocaine.

The Coast Guard Cutters Bear and Munro conducted a joint
interdiction, seizing approximately 3,747 pounds of cocaine.

Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment 107 deployed aboard the
USS Freedom (LCS 1) was responsible for two interdictions,
seizing approximately 1,600 pounds of cocaine and 2,150 pounds
of marijuana.

Video of the news conference can be viewed
at https://fb.watch/4pThfJ-raQ/, and footage of the offload
can be viewed and downloaded
at https://www.dvidshub.net/video/788115/coast-gquard-offloads-
more-than-19600-pounds-cocaine-marijuana-alameda-calif

“National security cutters 1like Munro are national-level
assets and are game changers for the United States
government’s maritime interdiction capability,” said Vice Adm.
Linda Fagan, the commander of Coast Guard Pacific Area. “As
your Coast Guard, we use our unique capabilities and
authorities as a military service and a law enforcement agency
to secure the nation’s maritime border and to disrupt illegal
activity of dangerous cartels. This offload demonstrates
another successful cycle of justice.”

“Transnational criminal organizations have not slowed down due
to the pandemic, and the Coast Guard women and men continue to
protect our nation on the frontlines,” said Capt. Blake Novak,
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the commanding officer of the Munro. “Our crew intercepted a
group of suspected smugglers, on average, every 90 hours for
45 days straight, seizing nearly 30,000 pounds of cocaine and
marijuana valued at over $330 million. Maintaining such a
high level of performance was only possible because of a total
team effort. This crew set the bar for excellence, and I am
incredibly proud of all of them.”

Munro is one of four national security cutters homeported in
Alameda. These Legend class cutters are 418-feet long, 54-feet
wide, and have a 4,600 long-ton displacement. They have a top
speed in excess of 28 knots, a range of 12,000 nautical miles,
endurance of up to 90 days and can hold a crew of nearly 150.

Coast Guard to Rename
Training Center Wing after
Arnold Palmer
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Golfing great Arnold Palmer in his Coast Guard days. U.S.
COAST GUARD
PETALUMA, Calif. — The Coast Guard announced plans to rename a
training wing after golfing legend Arnold Palmer at Coast
Guard Training Center Petaluma, the Coast Guard 11lth District
said in a March 23 release.

Training Center Petaluma plans to officiate the renaming of
the Yeoman and Storekeeper “A” School wing of the Juliet
Nichols Building in a ceremony later this year.

Palmer served with distinction as a yeoman in the Coast Guard
from 1951 to 1953 and worked for the 9th Coast Guard District
commander in Cleveland, Ohio.

Palmer reportedly joined the Coast Guard after his college
roommate was tragically killed in an automobile accident as a
way to get away from how distraught he was over the loss of
his friend.

“My dad said that the U.S. Coast Guard ‘made [him] a better
person for the world,’” said Amy Palmer Saunders, chair of the



Arnold & Winnie Palmer Foundation. “He would be touched to
know that others will be given the same opportunity to learn
and grow in a space named for him, and my family and I are
grateful to the Pennsylvania delegation, to members of the
Coast Guard and to others who made this possible.”

Located just west of the city of Petaluma, Training Center
Petaluma 1is the Coast Guard’s largest West Coast training
center. The graduates are the latest chiefs, medics,
storekeepers, yeoman, information system technicians,
electronics technicians and operations specialists. Training
Center Petaluma is also the home to the Coast Guard Leadership
Development Center’s Chief Petty Officer Academy.

Coast Guard Cutter Northland
Returns from Gulf of Mexico
Patrol
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The Coast Guard 270-foot medium endurance cutter Northland
lies in her berth at homeport, Coast Guard Base Portsmouth,
Feb. 25, 2014. The Northland conducts search and rescue, law
enforcement, homeland security, and defense operations
missions in the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of
Mexico. U.S. Coast Guard

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — The Coast Guard Cutter Northland returned

home March 22 to Portsmouth from a patrol in support of the
Eighth Coast Guard District, the Coast Guard 5th District said
in a March 23 release.

During the patrol, the crew of the Northland conducted daily
law enforcement boardings and patrolled the waters for any
illegal fishing boats or gear to ensure fair, safe, and
sustainable practices.

The Northland crew embarked an MH-65 Dolphin helicopter
aviation detachment for the patrol to assist in spotting
vessels and targets of interest before launching the cutter
small boats.

Prior to beginning patrol, the Northland crew underwent a
training availability to test their ability to respond to a
variety of shipboard scenarios, such as engine room fires and
defense operations. Immediately following the inspection, the
Northland crew sailed to Pensacola, Florida, where they
successfully completed a biennial evaluation of shipboard
helicopter operations.

Upon leaving Pensacola, the cutter patrolled the Maritime
Boundary Line, between the United States and Mexico. Once on
scene, the crew began fisheries enforcement, deterring illegal
fishing and ensuring compliance with federal laws.

Constant surveillance led to the interdiction of one vessel
illegally fishing in U.S. waters and the retrieval of miles of
fishing gear intentionally left behind by foreign fishermen.
The Northland’'s presence and enforcement of laws ensured the
safety, fairness, and longevity of fisheries throughout the



Gulf of Mexico.

“I continue to be impressed with the drive and adaptability
that the crew demonstrates on a daily basis,” said Cmdr.
Patricia Bennett, commanding officer of Coast Guard Cutter
Northland. “I am thankful for the crew’s desire for mission
excellence, and also grateful for the Northland being afforded
the opportunity to conduct domestic fisheries operations. It
is a mission that helps ensure the safety of fishermen and
helps sustain a natural marine resource with global
implications. Halting illegal fishing through the combination
of effective policy and enforcement actions is the best way to
prevent the detrimental impact to coastal communities, nations
reliant upon seafood as a primary source of protein, and the
entire oceanic ecosystem.”

The Northland is a 270-foot medium-endurance cutter that
routinely deploys in support of counter-drug, alien migrant
interdiction, fisheries, search and rescue and homeland
security missions.

Coast Guard, CBP Stop
Suspected Human Smuggling
Venture Off West Palm Beach
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A Coast Guard Station Lake Worth Inlet law enforcement team
and Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations
law enforcement team interdict a 29-foot vessel with two
Bahamians, seven Jamaicans, two Haitians and four Dominican
Republicans aboard March 17, 2021 approximately 5 miles off
West Palm Beach, Florida. Some passengers were brought ashore
for further investigation of potential criminal charges by
Homeland Security Investigations while the remaining
passengers were repatriated to the Bahamas. U.S. COAST GUARD

MIAMI — A Coast Guard Station Lake Worth Inlet law enforcement
team and Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine
Operations (CBP AMO) law enforcement teams interdicted a 29-
foot vessel with 16 people aboard Wednesday approximately 5
miles off West Palm Beach, the Coast Guard 7th District said
in a March 19 release.

Coast Guard Robert Yered arrived on scene and a crew brought
all the vessel occupants: two Bahamians, seven Jamaicans, two
Haitians and four Dominican Republicans, aboard the ship. Some
passengers were brought ashore for further investigation of
potential <criminal <charges by Homeland Security



Investigations. The remaining passengers were repatriated to
the Bahamas Friday.

A CBP AMO aircraft notified Coast Guard Station
Miami watchstanders of the suspected smuggling vessel at
approximately 12:20 a.m.

“Wednesday’s case spotlights the great work done every day by
Air and Marine and our DHS partners,” stated John Priddy,
executive director of the AMO Southeast Region. “With our
integrated operations, we get the job done and protect our
homeland.”

Since Oct. 1, 2020, Coast Guard crews have interdicted 78
Bahamians, eight Jamaicans, 182 Haitians, 194 Dominican
Republicans compared to fiscal year 2020, where crews
interdicted 194 Bahamians, four Jamaicans, 418 Haitians and
1,117 Dominican Republicans.

Once aboard a Coast Guard cutter, all migrants receive food,
water, shelter and basic medical attention. Throughout the
interdiction, Coast Guard crew members were equipped with
personal protective equipment to minimize potential exposure
to any possible case of COVID-19. There were no migrants in
these cases reported to have any COVID-19 related symptoms.

Cutter Seneca Returns Home
Following 42-Day Mid-Atlantic
Patrol
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Coast Guard Cutter Seneca approaches the Coast Guard Cutter
Angela McShan for a towing exercise in the Mid-Atlantic Ocean
in March 2021. U.S. COAST GUARD

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Seneca

returned to their homeport in Portsmouth on March 13 after a
42-day Mid-Atlantic patrol, the Coast Guard 5th District said
in a March 19 release.

The ship’s law enforcement teams boarded commercial fishing
vessels from the coast of New Jersey to Florida in support of
the Coast Guard’'s mission of protecting vital living marine
resources. The Coast Guard Cutter Seneca also partnered with
aircrews from Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, North
Carolina, to help train and maintain proficiency in shipboard
helicopter operations.

The Seneca’s law enforcement teams boarded over 24 U.S.-
flagged fishing vessels, ensuring compliance with safety,
fisheries and environmental regulations. The Seneca crew also
worked with the Coast Guard Cutter Angela McShan and the Coast
Guard Cutter Lawrence Lawson, two fast-response cutters



homeported in Cape May, New Jersey, by conducting joint law
enforcement operations and fueling at sea evolutions.

These operations are integral to protecting the $5.6 billion
commercial fishing industry, a major economic driver
throughout the East Coast, according to the release. Through
fisheries enforcement operations, Seneca crews deterred
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing while standing by
to answer any calls of distress to members of the commercial
fishing industry, which 1is comprised of more than 39,000
fishermen in the United States.

“This has been a fast-paced and rewarding patrol,” said Cmdr.
Matthew Rooney, commanding officer of the Seneca. “The crew
did amazing work this patrol. The 30 at-sea boardings promoted
safety and let the fishing fleet know the Coast Guard is out
here and ready to assist if needed. Their outstanding results
and positive attitudes set the standard for Coast Guard
operations in the Mid-Atlantic.”

The Seneca is a 270-foot medium-endurance cutter with a crew
compliment of 14 officers and 86 enlisted personnel. The
cutter’s primary missions include search and rescue, living
marine resources, 1illegal drug interdictions, counter
narcotics, migrant interdictions, ensuring the safety of life
at sea, and enforcing international and domestic maritime laws
in both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

Coast Guard Commissions
Newest National Security
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Cutter

during the commissioning ceremony at Coast Guard Base
Charleston, S.C., Mar. 19, 2021. The cutter’s namesake is the
late Cmdr. Elmer “Archie” Fowler Stone, who in 1917 became the
Coast Guard’'s first aviator and, two years later, was one of
two pilots to successfully make a transatlantic flight in a
Navy seaplane landing in Portugal. U.S. Coast Guard / Petty
Officer 3rd Class Vincent Moreno

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C., — The USCGC Stone (WMSL 758) became
the Coast Guard’s newest national security cutter during a
commissioning ceremony March 19 at Coast Guard Base
Charleston, the Coast Guard Atlantic Area said in a

release.

Adm. Karl Schultz, commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard,
presided over the ceremony. Laura Cavallo, the grandniece of
the ship’s namesake and ship’s sponsor, was also 1in
attendance.
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The cutter’s name comes from Cmdr. Elmer “Archie” Fowler
Stone, who in 1917 became the Coast Guard’s first aviator and,
two years later, was the pilot of the NC-4, a Navy airplane,
which in 1919 was the first aircraft to accomplish a
transatlantic flight, landing in Portugal.

The Stone is the ninth legend-class national security cutter
in the Coast Guard’s fleet. The Legend class national security
cutters can execute the most challenging national security
missions, including support to U.S. combatant commanders.

They are 418 feet in length, 54 feet in beam, and 4,600 long
tons in displacement. They have a top speed of more than 28
knots, a range of 12,000 nautical miles, an endurance of up to
90 days, and can hold a crew of up to 150. These new cutters
are replacing the high-endurance Hamilton-class cutters 1in
service since the 1960s.

The Stone launched Oct. 4, 2019, for sea trials. Following sea
trials, the crew conducted its first voyage, Operation
Southern Cross, a patrol to the South Atlantic supporting
counter illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

Taking the newly accepted cutter on its shakedown cruise,
Stone’s crew covered over 21,000 miles (18,250 nautical miles)
over 68 days. A mutual interest in combating IUUF activities
offered an opportunity to collaborate for Stone’s crew. They
interacted with partners in Guyana, Brazil, Uruguay and
Portugal, strengthening relationships and 1laying the
foundation for increased partnerships to counter illicit
maritime activity.

Ship commissioning is the act or ceremony of placing a ship in
active service.



Coast Guard Cutter Douglas
Munro Returns Home from Final
patrol

The Coast Guard Cutter Douglas Munro (WHEC 724) is pictured
during their last Bering Sea patrol, in which the crew
conducted boarding evolutions of the fishing fleet and were
available to respond to search and rescue cases in March 2021.
The Douglas Munro is the last operational 378-foot Secretary
class cutter and will officially be decommissioned on April
24, 2021. U.S. Coast Guard courtesy photo.

KODIAK, Alaska — The crew aboard Coast Guard Cutter Douglas
Munro, the service’s last operational 378-foot, high endurance
cutter, returned home to Kodiak, Alaska, on March 13,
following a 49-day deployment in the Bering Sea, the Coast
Guard 17th District said in a March 17 release.
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While deployed, the crew of the Douglas Munro and its embarked
MH-65 helicopter aviation detachment from Air Station Kodiak
safeguarded the $13.9 billion Alaskan fishing industry and
provided search and rescue coverage in an area spanning
890,000 square miles. The crew conducted multiple
fisheries boardings, ensuring compliance with commercial
fishing vessel regulations that ensure crew safety and the
sustainability of fish stocks.

In addition to the operational challenges the crew faced in
the Bering Sea, the COVID-19 pandemic required the crew to
abide by strict health protection precautions and COVID
testing regimens prior to the start of their deployment. While
making a logistics stop in Dutch Harbor the crew received
their first doses of the COVID-19 vaccinations.

“This has been an extremely exciting and rewarding patrol as
it is the end of an era for not only this cutter, but also for
all the 378s that have served the Coast Guard since 1967,”
said Capt. Riley Gatewood, the Douglas Munro’s commanding
officer. “The legacy of Signalman First Class Douglas Munro
lives on due to the hard work put forth by the many crew
members who spent time away from loved ones to accomplish
Coast Guard missions aboard Douglas Munro. It is a great honor
and privilege to serve as Commanding Officer of the Coast
Guard’s last 378-foot, high endurance cutter.”

Commissioned Sept. 27, 1971, Douglas Munro was named 1in
honor of Signalman First Class Douglas A. Munro, the U.S.
Coast Guard’s only Medal of Honor recipient, killed during
the Guadalcanal Campaign of World War II on that same date in
1942. The ship is scheduled to be decommissioned later this
year. Douglas Munro’s legacy will continue with the National
Security Class Cutter, Coast Guard Cutter Munro, homeported in
Alameda, California.



Cutter Valiant Returns Home
after 26-Day Law-Enforcement
Patrol
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The Coast Guard Cutter Valiant crew returns to homeport
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018, at Naval Station Mayport, Florida.
The Valiant crew returned to homeport after a six-week
counter-drug patrol in the Caribbean. U.S. Coast Guard / Petty
Officer 3rd Class Ryan Dickinson

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.— The USCGC Valiant (WMEC-621) crew returned
home to Naval Station Mayport March 16 after completing a 26-
day patrol conducting law enforcement operations in the

Caribbean Sea, the Coast Guard 7' District said in a
release.
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Coast Guard Cutter Valiant patrolled over 4,600 nautical miles
in the Caribbean Sea, conducting counter-narcotics operations
in support of Joint Interagency Task Force South (JIATF-S),
Coast Guard District 7 and Coast Guard Sector San Juan, Puerto
Rico.

While preparing for flight operations training with Coast
Guard Air Station Borinquen, Puerto Rico, Valiant received
information about a potential target of interest in the Mona
Pass from a maritime patrol aircraft. Valiant shifted gears
from training to law enforcement and interdicted a 16-foot go-
fast style vessel, seizing over 520 pounds of cocaine, valued
at over $8.8 million, and apprehending three suspected
narcotics traffickers.

Valiant also partnered with the USS Wichita (LCS 13), to
safely transfer nine suspected narcotics traffickers and 132
additional pounds of cocaine for prosecution in the United
States. The joint team ensured the safe transfer of all
suspected traffickers, evidence, and narcotics to the United
States for future prosecution.

Valiant’s patrol started with a training availability cycle.
However, the COVID-19 pandemic continued to present challenges
including limited port calls and the need to completely
isolate for 14 days to ensure the crew’s health and safety
before getting underway after several COVID-19 positive cases.
Additionally, Valiant had to overcome a variety of mechanical
issues. However, by partnering with Coast Guard maintenance
support teams stationed in San Juan, Puerto Rico and
deployable technical experts, Valiant’s team of technical
experts was able to execute repairs and continue on the
mission.

“This was an extremely challenging patrol for team Valiant and
I could not be more proud of the entire crew to overcome every
obstacle and ultimately have several operational successes,”
said Cmdr. Jeff Payne, Valiant’s commanding officer. “Our



friends and families back home also deserve much of the credit
for our success. While only underway for 26 days, Valiant'’s
patrol truly started on 25 January when we began the training
cycle. That was followed by a variety of mechanical and
pandemic issues requiring both the crew and our families to
constantly adjust and find solutions. However, we overcame
each challenge, teamed with our Department of Defense
counterparts, and ultimately executed textbook missions
protecting our shores and nation.”

The Valiant is a multi-mission 210-foot medium-endurance
cutter. Missions 1include search and rescue, maritime law
enforcement, marine environmental protection, homeland
security and national defense operations.



