
U.S.  Maritime  Forces  Arrive
for  UNITAS  LXIII  hosted  by
Brazil 

A U.S. Marine Corps UH-1Y Venom helicopter assigned to Light
Attack Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 773 hovers above the landing
pad of the San Antonio class dock landing ship USS Mesa Verde
(LPD  19)  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean,  Aug.  16.  HMLA  773
launched three UH-1Y Venom and two AH-1Z Viper helicopters
from McGuire Air Force Base and embarked them aboard the USS
Mesa Verde for transit to Brazil in support of exercise UNITAS
LXIII hosted by the Brazilian Navy and Marine Corps. U.S.
MARINE CORPS / Cpl. Colton K. Garrett
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — Navy and Marine forces are set to
arrive in Rio de Janeiro in support of UNITAS LXIII, the
world’s  longest-running  multinational  maritime  exercise
scheduled to take place Sept. 8-22, the U.S. Naval Forces
Southern Command / U.S. 4th Fleet said in a Sept. 1 release. 
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This year’s exercise is hosted by the Brazilian navy and will
included 20 participating nations, 19 ships, one submarine, 21
aircraft, accounting for approximately 5,500 total military
personnel that will conduct operations principally off the
coast of Rio de Janeiro. 
 
UNITAS, Latin for “unity,” was conceived in 1959 and has taken
place annually since first conducted in 1960. This year marks
the 63rd iteration. This year, Brazil will host UNITAS in
conjunction and celebration of the bicentennial anniversary of
both their nation’s independence and navy’s founding. 
 
“This  exercise  is  an  incredible  opportunity  for  all
participating  nations  to  come  together  as  professional
mariners on the sea, under the sea, in the air and in the
littorals,  to  operate  and  grow  as  a  team  in  order  to
strengthen  our  partnerships  and  enhance  our  collective
maritime posture,” said Rear Adm. Jim Aiken, commander U.S.
Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet. “Congratulations
to Brazil on 200 years of independence and excellence in the
maritime domain on the sea and on the land.” 
 
In addition to the United States, UNITAS LXIII will bring
together 19 nations from across Central and South Americas,
the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa to train forces in joint
maritime  operations  that  enhance  tactical  proficiency  and
increase  interoperability.  Participating  nations  include
Belize, Brazil, Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador,  France,  Guyana,  Jamaica,  Mexico,  Namibia,  Panama,
Paraguay,  Peru,  South  Korea,  Spain,  United  Kingdom  and
Uruguay. 
 
“Exercise  UNITAS  is  a  highly  anticipated  premier  training
opportunity  for  all  the  participating  nations’  navies  and
marine corps in the Western Hemisphere,” said Lt. Gen. David
Bellon,  commander  of  U.S.  Marine  Corps  Forces,  South  and
Marine Forces Reserve. “UNITAS highlights the foundation of



our partnerships and our dedication to building and sustaining
the social and military relationships necessary to achieve
common objectives and regional security.”  
 
The initial in-port phase will include cultural exchanges,
sporting  events,  community  relations  projects  and  the
opportunity  for  UNITAS  LXIII  partners  to  participate  in
bicentennial  events  such  as  the  Bicentennial  Naval  Parade
scheduled for Sept. 7 along the coast of Rio de Janeiro. 
   
Following opening ceremonies on Sept. 8, naval forces will
conduct combined and joint operations as a multi-national task
force, executing an event-driven scenario to train in multiple
warfare areas. Ships and sailors will head to sea for maritime
operation training and Marines will move inland to conduct
amphibious  training  ranges  before  coming  back  together  in
support of a culminating multinational amphibious landing. 
   
A significant focus of UNITAS LXIII is the cooperation and
integration of the multinational navy forces with marine corps
and  naval  infantries.  The  maritime  domain  includes  the
littorals that incorporates the ocean and the area inland from
the shore which can be supported and defended directly from
the sea. 
 
U.S. forces participating in UNITAS LXIII include USS Lassen
(DDG 82), USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), USS Albany (SSN 753),
Commander,  Amphibious  Squadron  Eight  (COMPHIBRON  8),
Helicopter  Sea  Combat  Squadron  22  (HSC  22),  Helicopter
Maritime  Strike  Squadron  70  Detachment  2  (HSM  70  Det  2),
Patrol Squadron Sixteen (VP-16), Special Boat Team 22 (SBT
22), Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit (MDSU) Det 2, Seal Platoon
from Seal Team 8, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit Two
(EODMU-2), Beachmaster Unit Two (BMU-2), USCG Pacific Area
Tactical Law Enforcement Team (PAC AREA TACLET), Commander,
Destroyer Squadron 40, (COMDESRON 40), Fleet Surgical Team
(FST)  8,  25th  Marine  Regiment,  3d  Battalion  25th  Marine



Regiment, 3d Force Reconnaissance Company, 4th Light Armored
Reconnaissance  Company  (4th  LAR),  4th  Combat  Engineer
Battalion (4th CEB), 6th Engineer Support Battalion (6th ESB),
4th Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (ANGLICO), 4th Civil
Affairs Group (4th CAG), Marine Aircraft Group 49 (MAG-49),
U.S  Marine  Corps  Forces  South  (MARFORSOUTH),  and
USNAVSO/FOURTHFLT.  
 
U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet supports
U.S. Southern Command’s joint and combined military operations
by employing maritime forces in cooperative maritime security
operations to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and
build  enduring  partnerships  in  order  to  enhance  regional
security and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the
Caribbean, Central and South American region. 
 
U.S. Marine Corps Forces, South is the Marine Corps component
to  U.S.  Southern  Command,  is  responsible  for  planning
exercises, operation, and overall Marine Corps support for the
SOUTHCOM assigned area of responsibility. 

U.S.  Navy  Completes  First
BQM-177A  Target  Intercept
during Missile Launch 
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The guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) launches a
Standard Missile 2 during a live-fire missile exercise as part
of  Pacific  Vanguard  22,  Aug.  28.  U.S.  NAVY  /  Mass
Communication  Specialist  1st  Class  Deanna  Gonzales
PHILIPPINE  SEA  —  The  U.S.  Navy’s  next-generation  subsonic
aerial  target,  the  BQM-177A,  reached  full  operational
capability during a successful standard missile launch and
intercept while participating in Pacific Vanguard 2022 in the
Philippine Sea on Aug. 28, U.S. 7th Fleet said Sept. 1. 
 
The target drones were launched from the Lewis and Clark-class
dry cargo ship USNS Alan Shepard (T-AKE 3) and engaged with
missiles  launched  from  Arleigh  Burke-class  guided-missile
destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) and Royal Australian Navy Anzac-
class frigate HMAS Perth (FFH 157), marking the first time the
BQM-177A  has  been  used  in  the  Western  Pacific  region  and
highlighting  the  drones  achieving  full  operational
capability.  
 



“Not only am I glad the [Commander, Task Force] CTF 71 team
was the first to have a successful missile launch against a
brand-new type of target drone, but I am extremely grateful
that we got to do it side by side with our allies and partners
in the region,” said Capt. Walter Mainor, commander, Task
Force 71. “I’m proud of all of the participants who worked
hard to make this happen, but I’m especially proud of the
crews  of  USS  Barry,  USNS  Alan  Shepard,  and  our  coalition
partner HMAS Perth.” 
 
The BQM-177A is an advanced high-subsonic, recoverable aerial
target system that imitates advanced subsonic anti-ship cruise
missile threats to test the effectiveness of shipboard air
defense  systems  and  is  used  for  fleet  training.  It  is
unmatched in its performance capabilities when it comes to
delivering  realistic  anti-ship  missile  threat  emulation,
according to program managers at Naval Air Systems Command. 
 
“Our primary focus in the targets community is effective,
affordable training and test for the U.S. Navy,” said Don
Blottenberger, the Navy’s Aerial Targets program manager. “The
efforts of the team, including partnership with MSC and the
target operations organizations, represents the best of our
community.  The  BQM-177,  now  fully  capable,  will  provide
quality service to our warfighters for decades to come.” 
 
Pacific  Vanguard  2022  is  the  fifth  iteration  of  the
quadrilateral  exercise  series  between  Australia,  Japan,
Republic of Korea and U.S. Naval forces. This exercise is
focused  on  improving  the  capabilities  of  the  countries
participating to respond together as a naval force against
crises and contingencies in the region. The purpose is for the
participating  navies  to  continue  to  refine  their  skills
operating  as  an  integrated  force  ready  to  respond  to  a
changing and complex maritime environment in the Indo-Pacific
region. 



Coast  Guard  Offloads  More
than  $3  Million  in  Illegal
Narcotics in Miami 

The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Vigorous (WMEC 627)
offloads approximately 22 pounds of cocaine and 1,256 pounds
of marijuana, worth an estimated $3 million, Aug. 30 at Coast
Guard Base Miami Beach, Florida. U.S. COAST GUARD / Chief
Petty Officer Stephen Lehmann
MIAMI — The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Vigorous offloaded
approximately  22  pounds  of  cocaine  and  1,256  pounds  of
marijuana, worth an estimated $3 million, on Aug. 30, at Base
Miami Beach, the Coast Guard Atlantic Area said Sept. 2. 

The drugs were interdicted in the international waters of the
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Eastern Pacific Ocean by crews from the cutters Vigorous (WMEC
627) and Legare (WMEC 912).

“Vigorous is glad to have been able to make an important
contribution to the Coast Guard’s counterdrug mission,” said
Cmdr. Ryan A. Waters, commanding officer of Vigorous. “I’m
incredibly  proud  of  the  hardworking  Vigorous  crew’s
proficiency teamwork and devotion to duty that enabled the
detection, interdiction and boarding of a vessel suspected of
drug smuggling.” 

The  fight  against  drug  cartels  in  the  Caribbean  Sea  and
Eastern  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  transnational  criminal
organizations they are associated with, requires a unity of
effort  in  all  phases,  from  detection  and  monitoring  to
interdiction and apprehension, and on to criminal prosecutions
by  international  partners  and  U.S.  attorneys’  offices  in
districts across the nation. 

Detecting and interdicting illegal drug traffickers on the
high seas involves significant interagency and international
coordination. The Joint Interagency Task Force South in Key
West, Florida, conducts detection and monitoring of aerial and
maritime transit of illegal drugs. Maritime interdiction of
illicit maritime activity in the Caribbean Sea is coordinated
by  the  7th  Coast  Guard  District,  headquartered  in  Miami,
Florida, and the 11th Coast Guard District, headquartered in
Alameda,  California,  coordinates  interdiction  of  illicit
maritime activity in the Eastern Pacific. 

Cutter Vigorous, a 210-foot Reliance-class medium endurance
cutter, was commissioned in May 1969 and is homeported in
Virginia Beach, Virginia. The Vigorous generally deploys 185
days a year for patrols lasting 45 to 60 days to a variety of
operating  areas,  extending  from  the  Gulf  of  Maine  to  the
Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico and the Eastern Pacific
Ocean. The Vigorous’ primary mission areas include homeland
security, law enforcement, counterdrug operations, search and



rescue, migrant operations, and fisheries enforcement. 

General  Atomics  Awarded
Contract  Continuing  EMALS,
AAG  Evaluation  for  French
Carrier 

French  Armaments  Procurements  Agency  (DGA)  members  observe
flight operations on USS Gerald R. Ford’s (CVN 78) flight deck
during a ship visit, April, 23, 2021. DGA executive leadership
visited  Ford  to  view  the  electromagnetic  aircraft  launch
system (EMALS) and advanced arresting gear (AAG) in operation,
to enable France to refine the design of the Future French
Carrier. U.S. NAVY / Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class
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Dalton Lowing
SAN DIEGO — General Atomics Electromagnetic Systems announced
it has been awarded a contract by US Naval Air Systems Command
to  continue  development  and  evaluation  of  tailored
configurations of the Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System
(EMALS)  and  Advanced  Arresting  Gear  (AAG)  as  a  potential
Foreign  Military  Sale  to  the  French  navy  for  their  next
generation aircraft carrier, Porte-Avions Nouvelle Génération
(PANG).  

“We are proud to be supporting the ongoing efforts between our
nations to realize the potential of integrating EMALS and AAG
onboard the future flagship of the French Marine Nationale,”
said Scott Forney, president of GA-EMS. “For decades, France’s
Charles de Gaulle and U.S. Nimitz-class carriers have provided
interoperable  capabilities  to  conduct  joint  operations  and
launch and recover aircraft on each other’s ships. EMALS and
AAG onboard next generation French and U.S. aircraft carriers
will provide increased interoperability between our navies and
greater flexibility to launch a wider range of current and
future aircraft for the decades to come.” 

GA-EMS  will  continue  evaluating  optimal  EMALS  and  AAG
configurations for performance and document ship interfaces
and impacts on the PANG. The contract will culminate in 2023
with a system requirements review and an evaluation of French
suppliers for potential component manufacturing in France.  

Under previous contract awards over the past two years, GA-EMS
participated in carrier studies to investigate the feasibility
of implementing EMALS and AAG for the future French carrier
design. In December 2021, the U.S. State Department announced
it approved a possible Foreign Military Sale for a two EMALS
and three AAG configuration to France. 

The  first-in-class  USS  Gerald  R.  Ford  (CVN  78)  recently
completed its 10,000th successful launch and arrested landing
using  EMALS  and  AAG.  The  systems  continue  to  perform



successfully as CVN 78 prepares for its upcoming deployment.
GA-EMS is currently under contract with the Navy to support
CVN 78 sustainment requirements and is delivering EMALS and
AAG  for  the  next  two  Ford-class  carriers  currently  under
construction, John F. Kennedy (CVN 79) and Enterprise (CVN
80). GA-EMS is also working with the Navy to determine the
EMALS  and  AAG  contract  and  schedule  requirements  for  the
fourth Ford-class aircraft carrier, Doris Miller (CVN 81). 

CNO,  Uruguay  Navy  Chief
Discuss  Maritime  Peace  and
Security 

WASHINGTON — Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday hosted
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Commandant in Chief of the National Navy of Uruguay Adm. Jorge
Wilson at the Pentagon for an office call on Sept. 1. U.S.
NAVY / Chief Mass Communication Specialist Amanda Gray.
  
 
WASHINGTON — Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday hosted
Commandant in Chief of the National Navy of Uruguay Adm. Jorge
Wilson at the Pentagon for an office call on Sept. 1, the
CNO’s public affairs said in a release. 

The two leaders discussed their shared vision to advance the
bilateral relationship between the two navies, Uruguay’s long-
standing  partnership  in  the  U.S.  Global  Peace  Operations
Initiative, ways to foster innovation and experimentation and
the  importance  of  supporting  the  international  rules-based
order. 

“Through  our  like-minded  values  and  professionalism,  our
relationship with the Uruguayan navy continues to grow,” said
Gilday. “This visit is an important opportunity to discuss
ways  to  strengthen  and  advance  our  cooperation  and
interoperability.”  

During his trip to the Washington area, Wilson attended a
ceremony in Baltimore where three former U.S. Coast Guard
cutters  were  reflagged  as  Uruguayan  navy  ships,  the
culmination of a government-to-government agreement finalized
in December 2021. 

Recently, U.S. and Uruguayan naval forces have worked closely
together  to  conduct  peacekeeping  operations,  assist  with
disaster  response  and  develop  professional  education  and
training. In August, the Uruguayan navy sent maritime planners
to participate in PANAMAX 2022 as part of the Combined Force
Maritime Component Command Staff hosted by U.S. Naval Forces
Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet in Mayport, Florida. PANAMAX
2022  is  a  U.S.  Southern  Command-sponsored  exercise  that
focuses on security and stability operations to ensure free
flow of commerce through the Panama Canal.  



Later this month, both the U.S. Navy and the Uruguayan navy
will operate together as part of UNITAS LXIII, hosted this
year  by  Brazil.  UNITAS  strengthens  maritime  partnerships,
enhances  proficiency  and  improves  interoperability  of  the
participating forces. This year marks the 63rd iteration of
the longest-running, multinational maritime exercise in the
world.  

This was the first meeting between the two heads of navy. 

Australian  Navy  Submariners
to Train on British Nuclear
Submarines 

Australian submariners will train on the new U.K. submarine
HMS Anson. U.K. MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
LONDON — Royal Australian Navy submariners will join United
Kingdom crews to train on the newly commissioned Astute-class
nuclear-powered attack submarine HMS Anson, the U.K. Ministry
of Defence said Aug. 31. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson and Defence Secretary Ben Wallace
hosted new Australian Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles at
Barrow to see the commissioning of the Anson.  
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The announcement came as Marles and Wallace emphasized the
importance  of  the  deep  defense  ties  between  the  U.K.  and
Australia, following the development of the trilateral AUKUS
partnership  working  with  the  United  States,  which  was
represented today by the U.S. Defense Attaché, Navy Capt.
Leland. 

Hosting Marles on his first official visit to the U.K. since
the  new  Australian  government  came  to  power,  the  prime
minister and ministers attended the commissioning of the fifth
of seven new Astute-class Royal Navy submarines. 

With naval capability at the center of the two powers’ future
defense relationship, the visit reinforced the priorities of
the  Integrated  Review  and  significance  of  the  AUKUS
partnership,  which  links  the  U.K.,  the  United  States  and
Australia in promoting stability in the Indo-Pacific region. 

The U.K. and U.S. already have welcomed Royal Australian Navy
personnel on its specialized nuclear training courses, and
more will follow next year, before Australian submariners go
to sea. The training and exchanges mark the beginning of a
multigenerational naval partnership between the three AUKUS
nations. 

Marles, who is also minister for defense, visited Barrow,
having also seen the Type 26 frigate shipbuilding facility in
Govan, accompanied by the First Sea Lord, Adm. Sir Ben Key. 

“Today is a significant milestone in the U.K. and Australia’s
preparation  to  confront  growing  threats  to  the  liberal
democratic  order,  especially  in  the  Indo  Pacific,”  said
Wallace. “Not only have we progressed our defense planning but
Minister  Marles  participated  in  the  commissioning  of  our
latest attack submarine, on which will Royal Australian Navy
submariners  will  be  embarked  as  we  develop  our  shared
capabilities  in  the  years  ahead.”  

One of the most sophisticated underwater vessels ever built,



HMS Anson represents £1.3 billion of U.K. investment. Capable
of defending the U.K.’s interests at home and overseas, HMS
Anson  will  be  armed  with  up  to  38  Spearfish  Heavyweight
Torpedoes and Block V Tomahawk land attack missiles, able to
tackle targets at a range of up to 1,000 miles. 

“HMS  Anson  is  the  cutting  edge  in  submarine  design  and
construction, ensuring operational advantage in the underwater
battlespace, the last great stealth domain,” said Key. “Given
the world we live in, there is no more important tool in the
United Kingdom’s arsenal: silent, unseen, and a key instrument
of our global, modern, ready Royal Navy.” 

At 97 meters long, HMS Anson stands at around the length of
two Olympic swimming pools, with 240 kilometers of cabling,
enough to stretch from Barrow-In-Furness to its new home in
Faslane, Scotland. 

HMS Anson will remain in Barrow for the coming weeks while
undergoing final checks and rigorous testing to the numerous
complex  systems  that  make  up  a  nuclear-powered  submarine,
before sailing to HM Naval Base Clyde in Faslane to prepare
for sea trials. 

HMS Anson will join four other Astute Class submarines in
service with the Royal Navy — HMS Astute, HMS Ambush, HMS
Artful and HMS Audacious. 

Two further boats — Agamemnon and Agincourt — are in various
stages of construction at BAE Systems’ Barrow-In-Furness site
as  part  of  £11.2  billion  overall  investment  in  the  whole
Astute-class program. 



Coast  Guard  FRC  Seizes
Illegal Narcotics in Gulf of
Oman 

Personnel from U.S. Coast Guard fast response cutter USCGC
Glen Harris (WPC 1144) interdict a fishing vessel smuggling
illegal narcotics in the Gulf of Oman, Aug. 30. U.S. COAST
GUARD
MANAMA, Bahrain — A U.S. Coast Guard fast response cutter
interdicted a fishing vessel smuggling illegal drugs worth an
estimated U.S. street value of $20 million while patrolling
the Gulf of Oman, Aug. 30, NAVCENT Public Affairs said Aug.
31. 

USCGC Glen Harris (WPC 1144) seized 2,980 kilograms of hashish
and 320 kilograms of amphetamine tablets during operations in
support of Combined Task Force (CTF) 150. 

Led by the Royal Saudi Navy, CTF 150 is one of four task
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forces  under  Combined  Maritime  Forces,  the  largest
multinational naval partnership in the world. CTF 150 conducts
maritime security operations in the Gulf of Oman and North
Arabian Sea to help ensure the free flow of commerce. 

Glen Harris previously interdicted another fishing vessel May
31 while patrolling the Gulf of Oman. The interdiction led to
CTF 150 seizing $11 million worth of heroin. This followed an
earlier  seizure  of  heroin,  methamphetamine  and  amphetamine
pills worth $17 million in the same body of water, May 15. 

“The results of Glen Harris’s success is a testament to the
crew’s  professionalism  and  determination,”  said  Lt.  Cmdr.
Reginald Reynolds, commanding officer of Glen Harris. “I’m
proud of our team’s commitment to countering illicit activity
on the high seas and promoting security and stability across
the region.” 

The fast response cutter arrived in the Middle East in January
and operates from the U.S. Navy base in Bahrain where Combined
Maritime  Forces  is  headquartered  with  U.S.  Naval  Forces
Central Command and U.S. 5th Fleet. 

Combined  Maritime  Forces  includes  34  member-nations  that
operate  across  the  Middle  East  to  promote  rules-based
international  order  at  sea.  

USNS  Trenton  Completes  Gulf
of Guinea Deployment 
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Military Sealift Command’s expeditionary fast transport ship,
USNS Trenton (EPF 5) gets underway from Joint Expeditionary
Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Dec. 20. U.S. NAVY / Bill Mesta
MALAGA,  Spain  —  The  Spearhead-class  expeditionary  fast
transport USNS Trenton (T-EPF 5) arrived in Malaga, Spain,
following a two-month deployment to the Gulf of Guinea, Aug.
28, 2022, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa Public Affairs said
Aug. 30.  

The  deployment  demonstrates  the  U.S.  commitment  to
strengthening maritime security as well as peace and stability
within the region. From July to August, Trenton conducted
regional  maritime  presence  operations  and  enriched  valued
relationships  with  African  partners  from  Cabo  Verde,
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Morocco and Sierra Leone. 

“Our  combined  military  and  civilian  crew  executed  their
mission  with  professionalism  and  enthusiasm,  which
demonstrated the United States’ steadfast commitment to our
partner nations,” said Cmdr. Tim Rustico, officer in charge of



Trenton. 

Trenton’s  deployment  also  included  tri-service  maritime
efforts within the U.S. Naval Forces Africa (NAVAF) area of
operations. While deployed, Marines assigned to Task Force 61
Naval Amphibious Forces Europe-2d Marine Division (TF-61/2)
embarked Trenton to provide in-port security assistance and to
continue bolstering integrated maritime operations between the
sea services. 

“I’m  incredibly  proud  of  Trenton’s  professional  execution
during their deployment, where they worked with our partners,
developed  logistical  nodes,  and  expanded  maritime  domain
awareness  in  Western  Africa,”  said  Capt.  Kenneth  Pickard,
commodore,  Task  Force  63.  “Trenton’s  efforts  laid  the
groundwork for continued presence and partnership in the Gulf
of Guinea.” 

Over the last decade, the United States has steadily increased
maritime  security  cooperation  with  partners  on  Africa’s
Atlantic coast to improve maritime domain awareness capability
to protect their sovereign waters. 

Earlier this month, NAVAF and the Royal Danish Navy jointly
hosted the Maritime Operations Planning Workshop (MOPW) in
Accra, Ghana for West African partners from 14 nations. MOPW
allowed junior officers from African navies and coast guards
to  exchange  operational  planning  experiences,  develop
templates  for  use  during  exercises,  and  plan  real-world
operations. 

In July 2022, NAVAF participated in the Naval Infantry Leaders
Symposium-Africa  (NILS-A)  in  Dakar,  Senegal  with  maritime
partners and allies. NILS-A is a multinational, Africa-focused
forum designed to bring together partner nations with Marine
forces and naval infantry. 

In March 2022, NAVAF hosted exercise Obangame Express, the
largest  multinational  maritime  exercise  in  Western  Africa.



These types of exercises strengthen partnerships and allow
countries  to  work  more  closely  on  shared  transnational
maritime challenges including collaborative efforts in support
of the Yaoundé Code of Conduct and adherence to the rule of
law. 

In 2013, Gulf of Guinea coastal nations developed and signed
the  Yaoundé  Code  of  Conduct,  a  key  agreement  to  improve
maritime  interoperability.   This  powerful  framework
established  objectives  and  improved  inter-region  coastal
relationships and joint capabilities that have reduced illegal
activities in the Gulf of Guinea. 

The U.S. shares a common interest with African partner nations
in ensuring security, safety, and freedom of navigation on the
waters surrounding the continent, because these waters are
critical  for  Africa’s  prosperity  and  access  to  global
markets.  

Coast  Guard  Enforces  Safety
Zone  for  Tow  of  Battleship
USS Texas 
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Pilot boat crews tow the battleship USS Texas down the Houston
Ship Channel near Baytown, Texas, Aug. 31. The USS Texas is
moving from the San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site
in La Porte, Texas, to a dry dock in Galveston where it will
undergo  extensive  hull  repairs.  U.S.  COAST  GUARD  /  Petty
Officer 1st Class Corinne Zilnicki
HOUSTON  —  The  Coast  Guard  enforced  a  safety  zone  in  the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Ship Channel for the tow of
the  battleship  USS  Texas,  Aug.  31,  the  Coast  Guard  8th
District said in a release. 

The Coast Guard captain of the port, in coordination with the
Coast Guard’s law enforcement partners, established a safety
zone to ensure the safety of the public and security for all
vessels in the channels. 

Crews from Coast Guard Station Houston, Coast Guard Marine
Safety & Security Team Houston, Coast Guard Station Galveston,
Coast Guard Cutter Hawk, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department,
Harris  County  Sheriff’s  Office  and  the  Houston
Police Department enforced the safety zone during the tow,
which began at approximately 6 a.m. and concluded at 9 p.m. 

Marine  safety  experts  from  Coast  Guard  Sector  Houston-



Galveston and the Coast Guard’s Salvage Engineering Response
Team  traveled  aboard  the  battleship  to  ensure  a  safe,
successful tow. Houston Pilots towed the battleship from the
San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site in La Porte,
Texas, down the Houston Ship Channel, then transferred the tow
to Galveston-Texas City Pilots, who transported the ship to
Gulf Copper & Manufacturing Corporations’ Galveston Shipyard
in Galveston. 

While in dry dock, the USS Texas will undergo $35 million in
hull repairs. 

“Today’s successful transit of the battleship Texas was a
historic, monumental event only possible with planning and
partnerships throughout the port community,” said Capt. Jason
Smith, captain of the port and commander of Sector Houston-
Galveston. “Long before today’s event, the Battleship Texas
Foundation and Valkor worked closely with naval architects
from Resolve Marine and the Coast Guard’s Salvage Engineering
Response Team to ensure a sound transit plan. Coast Guard
crews  partnered  with  local  pilot  associations  and  various
other maritime law enforcement agencies to protect both the
battleship and our waterways throughout the transit. As we say
in the maritime community for a job well done, Bravo Zulu to
all involved.” 

First  Steel  Cut  for  Navy’s
Constellation-Class Frigate 
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An  artist’s  conception  of  the  future  USS  Constellation.
FINCANTIERI MARINETTE MARINE
ARLINGTON, Va. — The construction of the U.S. Navy’s next
class of guided-missile frigates officially began Aug. 31 with
the first steel for the ship cut in a small ceremony at the
Fincantieri  Marinette  Marine  Shipyard  in  Marinette,
Wisconsin.  

The future USS Constellation (FFG 62) will be the lead ship of
a class of at least 20 frigates and is slated for delivery in
2026. The hull of the frigate will be based on the Italian
FREMM-class frigate and will be equipped with proven weapons
and combat systems.  

“There is no doubt that the future USS Constellation and the
19 follow-on ships will bring an out-sized punch to surface
warfare patrols with our cruisers, destroyers and littoral
combat ships as well as with our allied and partner navies,”
said  Tommy  Ross,  performing  the  duties  of  the  assistant
secretary  of  the  Navy  for  Research,  Development  and
Acquisition, speaking to reporters in an Aug. 29 roundtable at
the Pentagon. “We need the capabilities these ships will bring
now, and we will need them for decades.” 



Ross said the frigate program “reflects many hard lessons
learned in proven shipbuilding practices, mature designs in
combat systems such as Aegis Baseline 10 to modern life-cycle
improvements  like  land-based  testing,  conditions-based
maintenance,  and  a  fully  cyber-resilient  architecture.  The
supporting infrastructure also is well developed.” 

The production go-ahead was given by Capt. Kevin Smith, the
FFG  62  program  manager,  after  completion  of  the  critical
design review in May and the production readiness review in
July, said Rear Adm. Casey Moton, program executive officer
for Unmanned and Small Combatants. 

“We’re excited to begin production,” Moton said. 

The admiral said the FFG program strove to reduce risk by
using  a  proven  parent  design  for  the  hull  and  non-
developmental systems and government program-of-record combat
and  C4I  (command,  control,  communications,  computers  and
intelligence) systems.  

Ross said getting the first ship “up and going” and getting
the builder’s shipyard “up in cadence” is step one in building
the class of 20 frigates. 

“We are in a good place to meet the requirements we have in
coming years,” he said. 

The Navy has the option of building more than the current
program of 20 frigates but is not ready to move on that
option,  which  Moton  said  would  depend  on  requirements,
industrial capacity, and the budget topline. 

The admiral stressed that the FFG 62 program is a team effort
of the PEO, Fincantieri Marinette Marine, and Gibbs & Cox,
which produced the 3D model digital design of the ship. He
said  the  design  team  met  and  exceeded  the  goal  of  80%
completion  at  construction  start.  



The Constellation will be a multi-mission warship that Ross
said “gives commanders a lot more options.” 

Three  Constellation-class  FFGs  —  Constellation  (FFG  62),
Congress (FFG 63), and Chesapeake (FFG 64) currently are on
order.  In  June,  the  Navy  exercised  a  contract  option  to
order FFG 64. Marinette Marine is now under contract for those
first three FFGs with options for seven more.   

Although based on the FREMM frigate, the Constellation will
have a longer hull and features modified to meet U.S. Navy
standards  on  reliability,  survivability,  maintainability,
habitability and lethality. The 496-foot-long steel ship will
displace 7,300 tons and have a beam of 64.6 feet and a draft
of  18  feet.  It  will  be  powered  by  a  combination  diesel
electric and gas turbine propulsion system.  

The  FFG  will  feature  a  Mk41  Vertical  Launching  System,
canister-launched Naval Strike Missiles, Mk110 57 mm gun, RAM
Mk49  launcher,  CAPTAS-4  variable-depth  sonar,  TB-37  Multi-
Function  Towed  Array,  SQQ-89(V)16  undersea  combat  system,
SLQ-25E Nixie, SLQ-32(V)6 SEWIP Block 2, SPY-6(V)3 FFG Radar,
Aegis Baseline 10 combat system, one MH-60R helicopter, one
MQ-8C  unmanned  aerial  vehicle,  and  two  7-meter  rigid-hull
inflatable boats. Delivery of Constellation is anticipated for
2026. 

Smith said the ship was equipped to operate two MH-60Rs or two
MQ-8C unmanned aerial vehicles if needed. 

The  CAPTAS-4  variable-depth  sonar  (VDS)  was  selected  to
replace the Raytheon DART VDS, which was developed for the
littoral combat ship’s anti-submarine warfare mission package
and  which  Moton  said  had  some  “technical  challenges
principally  in  hydrodynamics  and  transducers.”   

Moton made the VDS decision in concert with the shipbuilder
and noted the CAPTAS-4 was “pretty close in cost” with the
DART VDS. 


