
USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. &
USS Michael Murphy Return to
Pearl  Harbor  after
Deployment 

Sailors man the rails aboard USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. (DDG
121) as the ship arrives at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
Hawaii. (Ensign Paula Hackbart) 
From U.S. Pacific Fleet, Dec. 13, 2024 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii – The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyers USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. (DDG 121) and USS Michael
Murphy (DDG 112) returned to their homeport, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, Dec. 12, after a five-month deployment assigned
to the USS Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group (ABECSG). 

The  USS  Abraham  Lincoln  Carrier  Strike  Group  is  the  most
capable CSG comprised of the air wing of the future, the most
advance Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Frank
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E.  Peterson  Jr.  (DDG  121)  as  Integrated  Air  and  Missile
Defense Commander, and the Arleigh Burke destroyers assigned
to  Destroyer  Squadron  (DESRON)  21,  representing  more  than
6,000 Sailors, deployed from their homeports of San Diego and
Pearl Harbor since July 2024. 
 
ABECSG  initially  deployed  to  the  Indo-Pacific  region  to
support regional security and stability, and to reassure our
allies and partners of the U.S. Navy’s unwavering commitment,
highlighted  by  the  first-ever  U.S.-Italy  multi-large  deck
event (MLDE) with the Italian Navy’s ITS Cavour Carrier Strike
Group held in the Indo-Pacific on Aug. 9, 2024. 
 
The strike group was ordered to the U.S. Central Command area
of responsibility to bolster U.S. military force posture in
the Middle East, deter regional escalation, degrade Houthi
capabilities, defend U.S. forces, and again sailed alongside
our Italian allies and other partners to promote security,
stability and prosperity. Assigned destroyers of the ABECSG,
to include Frank E. Petersen Jr. and Michael Murphy, were
essential to providing a layer of defense to U.S. forces and
ensure the safe passage of commercial vessels and partner
nations transiting in international waterways like the Red
Sea, Bab-al-Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of Aden. 
 
The destroyers worked alongside other U.S. Central Command
forces  in  successfully  repelling  multiple  Iranian-backed
Houthi attacks during transits of the Bab el-Mandeb strait.
During the transit, the destroyers were attacked by one-way
attack uncrewed Aerial systems, anti-ship ballistic missiles
and anti-ship cruise missiles which were successfully engaged
and defeated. The vessels were not damaged and no personnel
were hurt. The ships were well prepared, supported, and the
well-trained  Sailors  performed  admirably  to  successfully
defend the ship. 
 
“What the crew of USS Frank E. Petersen Jr. achieved during



this deployment was extraordinary. We did not have many port
visits or downtime, but what was achieved could only be done
through the spirit and drive of exceptional Sailors. This
deployment will be remembered by its impactful operations and
what our Sailors experienced by adapting and overcoming to
meet  all  challenges,”  said  Capt.  Kevin  Louis,  commanding
officer, Frank E. Petersen Jr. “What we accomplished as a team
and with support from our Carrier Strike Group and the Joint
Force will set a standard for future operations. We can return
home  to  our  loved  ones  with  a  great  deal  of  pride  and
satisfaction knowing we made a difference.” 
 
Throughout deployment, Frank E. Petersen Jr. completed over
475  hours  of  flight  quarters,  10  hours  of  small  boat
operations,  conducted  17  replenishments-at-sea,  15  sea  and
anchor details, qualified 60 Sailors in small craft action
team (SCAT) and 17 Sailors in Security Reaction Force Basic
(SRF-B). Frank E. Petersen Jr. also welcomed six new chief
petty officers, six new first class petty officers and 18 new
second class petty officers. 
 
“This deployment has been filled with so many first of its
kind  type  events.  I  can  proudly  say  Michael  Murphy  was
repeatedly called upon to ‘Lead the Fight’ due to this crew’s
amazing  reputation  and  success,”  said  Cmdr.  Jonathan  B.
Greenwald, commanding officer, Michael Murphy. “To say I am
proud of this team is an understatement. This deployment has
been  an  opportunity  of  a  lifetime  to  serve  alongside  360
amazing Sailors. It is so good to be home and I know our
Sailors  are  so  happy  to  return  to  their  families  and
friends,”  
 
Michael Murphy traveled 44,689 nautical miles throughout U.S.
3rd, 7th, 5th, and 6th Fleet, completed 748 hours of flight
operations, transferred 3,524,527 gallons of F-76, executed 21
replenishments-at-sea,  and  completed  11  strait  transits,
totaling 75 hours in restricted waters. 



 
Frank E. Petersen Jr. was led by their commanding officer,
Capt. Kevin Louis, executive officer, Cmdr. Sean Standen, and
Command Master Chief, Command Master Chief Justin Bowen. 
 
Michael Murphy was led by their commanding officer, Cmdr.
Jonathan B. Greenwald, executive officer, Cmdr. Caitlin E.
Cunningham, and Command Master Chief, Command Master Chief
Johnetta L. Heckard. 
 
Deploying units of the strike group include the flagship USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), DESRON 21, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 9,
and  Frank  E.  Petersen  Jr.  While  the  Arleigh  Burke-class
guided-missile destroyer, assigned to DESRON 21, USS Michael
Murphy (DDG 112) returned to its homeport, Arleigh Burke-class
guided-missile  destroyers  USS  O’Kane  (DDG  77)  and  USS
Stockdale (DDG 106) remain deployed in the 5th Fleet area of
operations supporting global maritime security operations. 
 
As an integral part of U.S. Pacific Fleet, Commander, U.S. 3rd
Fleet operates naval forces in the Indo-Pacific and provides
the realistic and relevant training necessary to execute the
U.S. Navy’s timeless role across the full spectrum of military
operations—from combat missions to humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief. U.S. 3rd Fleet works together with our allies
and partners to advance freedom of navigation, the rule of
law, and other principles that underpin security for the Indo-
Pacific region. 

HII and Job Corps Partner to
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Build  Careers  at  Ingalls
Shipbuilding 

From HII 
 

PASCAGOULA, Miss., Dec. 10, 2024 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII’s
(NYSE:  HII)  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  division  and  the  U.S.
Department of Labor’s Job Corps program, partnered to host a
two-day recruiting event to offer students a direct career
path  to  a  job  in  the  shipbuilding  industry.  The  event
attracted  over  120  students  from  across  20  states  who
interviewed for positions in key trades, including welding,
electrical,  and  machining.  By  the  event’s  conclusion,  68
students received job offers to begin their careers at HII. 

The  recruiting  event  began  on  Fri.,  Dec.  6,  with
representatives  from  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  visiting  the
Mississippi Job Corps Center in Crystal Springs, Mississippi,
where  they  interviewed  students  from  across  the  country.
Students who received job offers were invited to Ingalls the
next  day,  where  they  completed  onboarding  activities  and
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received a tour of the shipyard. 

“Our partnership with Job Corps is a vital component of our
overall workforce pipeline strategy and allows us to engage
directly  with  students  who  are  interested  in  shipbuilding
careers,”  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  Vice  President  of  Human
Resources  and  Administration  Susan  Jacobs  said.  “I  am
confident  that  these  Job  Corps  students  are  joining  our
Ingalls  team  fully  equipped  with  the  training  and  skills
needed to support the mission of our nation’s military.” 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-and-job-corps-partner-to-build-career
s-at-ingalls-shipbuilding/. 

With a nationwide network of more than 120 centers and 43
nationally  accredited  training  pathways  in  advanced
manufacturing, construction, renewable resources and energy,
and  transportation,  Job  Corps  partners  with  employers  in
communities across America to develop their talent pipelines. 

“For 60 years now, Job Corps has been committed to empowering
students with the skills and education needed to succeed in
high-demand jobs,” Job Corps National Director John E. Hall
said.  “The  Ingalls  recruiting  event  provided  the  perfect
opportunity  for  our  students  to  connect  with  a  renowned
shipbuilding  contractor  that  is  looking  for  well-trained
employees  to  address  the  needs  our  country’s  shipyard
workforce  and  contribute  to  our  nation’s  defense.”  

The  recruiting  event  further  solidifies  the  partnership
between HII and Job Corps, demonstrating how employers can
work with Job Corps to provide direct career opportunities for
students while also establishing a workforce pipeline to meet
the country’s shipbuilding needs. 

For  more  information  about  careers  and  available  jobs  at
Ingalls Shipbuilding, visit hii.com/careers. 
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SECNAV Announces Sponsors of
Future USS Charles J. French 

From SECNAV Public Affairs, Dec. 12, 2024 

WASHINGTON DC (Dec. 12, 2024) – Secretary of the Navy Carlos
Del Toro announced the sponsors of the future USS Charles J.
French  (DDG  142)  will  be  the  Director  of  the  Office  of
Management  and  Budget  (OMB)  Shalanda  Young  and  the  late
French’s great niece, Ms. Vanessa French Wilson. 
 
Del  Toro  made  the  announcement  during  a  ship  naming
celebration held at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building,
in Washington DC, on Dec. 12. 
 
Sponsors are selected by the Secretary of the Navy and hold a
unique role of maintaining a lifelong relationship with the
ship and crew. 
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“The  bond  forged  between  a  sponsor  and  their  ship  is  a
testament to the enduring spirit of the sea and the unwavering
dedication of those who serve upon its waters,” said Del Toro.
“I am honored to announce, today, that Director Shalanda Young
and Ms. Vanessa French Wilson have accepted the invitation to
serve as sponsors of this great ship.” 
 
Shalanda Young, Director of OMB, joined Secretary Del Toro for
the announcement. 
 
“It is a profound honor to be named the sponsor of the USS
Charles J. French,” said Director Young. “This ship will carry
an important legacy, marking French’s bravery, resilience and
duty after his vessel was attacked during the Pacific Theatre
of World War II. Without hesitation, French rescued his fellow
sailors and swam through the night to bring them to safety,
risking his life to ensure fifteen others could live theirs.
For too long, French was denied the recognition he deserved
from the government. But today, I am proud to immortalize the
memory  and  service  of  one  of  America’s  most  courageous
heroes.” 
 
In January, Secretary Del Toro named the ship after Charles J.
French during remarks at the Surface Navy Association 36th
National Symposium. The ship’s naming honors the tradition of
naming Arleigh Burke-class DDGs after Navy and Marine Corps
heroes. 
 
Charles Jackson French was a Navy Mess Specialist 1st Class
Petty Officer the night the USS Gregory (APD 3) was sunk by
Japanese destroyers during the WWII Battle of Guadalcanal.
French  saved  the  lives  of  more  than  a  dozen  Sailors  by
swimming through the night, dragging a raft full of injured
shipmates through shark-infested waters. 
 
For his actions, French received a letter of commendation from
Adm. William “Bull” Halsey, then commander of the Southern



Pacific Fleet. In May 2022, he was posthumously awarded the
Navy and Marine Corps Medal for his heroic actions. The award
was  presented  at  Naval  Base  San  Diego,  during  a  ceremony
dedicating the base’s rescue swimmer training pool in French’s
honor 
 
“The naming of the USS Charles J. French (DDG 142) is a
joyful, yet humbling experience for the French family,” said
Ms. Wilson, the newly named co-sponsor of the future DDG 142.
“Thank you, Secretary Del Toro, for choosing to acknowledge
the heroism of Charles Jackson French.” 
 
Fabrication of the ship is projected for 2026 with a projected
keel laying set for 2027, projected christening in 2029, and
delivery projected for 2031. 
 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyers, built around the Aegis Combat
System, are the backbone of the U.S. Navy’s surface fleet
providing  protection  to  America  around  the  globe.  They
incorporate stealth techniques, allowing these highly capable,
multi-mission ships to conduct a variety of operations, from
peacetime  presence  to  national  security,  providing  a  wide
range of warfighting capabilities in multi-threat air, surface
and subsurface domains. These elements of sea power enable the
Navy to defend American prosperity and prevent future conflict
abroad. 

Data Link Solutions receives
up to $1 billion IDIQ award
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for  MIDS  JTRS  modernization
efforts 

Advanced  tactical  radio  system  enhances  battlefield
situational  awareness  and  mission  effectiveness  

From BAE Systems 

WAYNE, N.J. — Dec. 11, 2024 – The U.S. Navy has awarded Data
Link Solutions (DLS), a joint venture between BAE Systems and
Collins Aerospace, an indefinite delivery, indefinite quantity
(IDIQ) award with a ceiling value up to $1 billion for the
Multifunctional Information Distribution System Joint Tactical
Radio  System  (MIDS  JTRS).  The  contract  includes  continued
production, retrofits, development, and sustainment of MIDS
JTRS  terminals  for  future  growth.  MIDS  JTRS  provides
situational awareness and enables Link 16 connectivity with
jam-resistant,  line-of-sight  voice,  video,  and  data
communications  for  sea,  ground,  and  air  assets.  

The  U.S.  and  its  allies  operate  in  network-centric,
information-intensive  environments  where  communications,
navigation,  and  identification  are  missionessential
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capabilities.  Warfighters  must  make  well-informed,
interoperable decisions swiftly, requiring large volumes of
data  to  be  exchanged  in  real-time.  MIDS  JTRS  enables  the
interoperability across forces using Link 16.  

“MIDS JTRS brings different generations of platforms onto a
common communications network. It provides more stable and
secure gateways in the most contested scenarios,” said Amber
Dolan, director of Data Link Solutions. “This award enables
Data  Link  Solutions  to  modernize  thousands  of  MIDS  JTRS
terminals and provide new capabilities that support a variety
of missions for the U.S. Navy and coalition forces.” 

MIDS JTRS is a four-channel software-defined radio designed to
run the complex Link 16 waveform and up to three additional
communication  protocols.  Link  16  is  a  standardized
communications system used by NATO, the U.S., and its allies
to  share  real-time  tactical  data.  It  is  a  scalable  and
flexible  solution  to  tailor  networks  to  mission  needs.
Tactical Targeting Networking Technology offers a low latency,
high communications capability that provides critical platform
connectivity and throughput within contested environments. The
Department of Defense is fielding MIDS JTRS on the F-15, F-16,
F/A-18, and F-22 aircraft, as well as ship and command and
control assets. 

DLS is a leading supplier of Link 16 terminals and software,
as well as logistics and support services for air, land, and
sea-based platforms. With more than 25 years of experience
providing affordable, high-performance, high-reliability data
link terminals for forces, DLS has delivered more than 9,000
Link 16 systems worldwide to more than 50 nations. 

Development, production, and integration of MIDS JTRS will
take place in Wayne, New Jersey and Cedar Rapids, Iowa. This
contract combines purchases for the U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force,
U.S. Army, and MIDS Program Office, as well as purchases for
NATO nations under the Foreign Military Sales program. As part
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of the IDIQ, the first task order of $116 million has already
been awarded to provide terminals and spares, with follow-on
production awards expected. 

U.S Navy Accepts Delivery of
USNS Robert F. Kennedy

SAN DIEGO – John Lewis-class fleet replenishment oiler, USNS
Robert F. Kennedy (T-AO 208) delivered to the Navy on Dec. 10.
By Team Ships Strategic Operations, Dec. 11, 2024 

SAN DIEGO – John Lewis-class fleet replenishment oiler, USNS
Robert F. Kennedy (T-AO 208) delivered to the Navy on Dec.
10. 

Delivery follows the completion of Integrated Sea Trials where
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the ship’s readiness and capabilities are tested and validated
to delivery requirements. 

“This delivery is a significant milestone as we bring another
oiler to our fleet and increase our replenishment underway
capabilities,”  said  John  Lighthammer,  program  manager,
Auxiliary and Special Mission Ships, Program Executive Office,
Ships  (PEO  Ships).  “This  is  the  final  stepping  stone  in
getting this essential ship to our civilian mariners in need
of its tools. 

John  Lewis-class  ships  (T-AOs)  are  operated  by  Military
Sealift  Command  and  feature  substantial  volume  for  oil;
significant dry cargo capacity; and aviation capability. T-AOs
provide additional capacity to the Navy’s Combat Logistics
Force  and  are  a  cornerstone  of  the  Navy’s  fuel  delivery
system. 

General  Dynamics  NASSCO,  the  shipbuilder,  is  also  in
production on T-AOs USNS Lucy Stone (T-AO 209), USNS Sojourner
Truth (T-AO 210), USNS Thurgood Marshall (T-AO 211), and USNS
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (T-AO 212). The future USNS Harriet Tubman
(T-AO  213)  and  USNS  Dolores  Huerta  (T-AO  214)  are  under
contract. Additionally, a Block Buy contract was issued in
September 2024 for the detail design and construction of T-AO
214-221. 

PEO  Ships,  one  of  the  Department  of  Defense’s  largest
acquisition organizations, is responsible for executing the
development  and  procurement  of  all  destroyers,  amphibious
ships  and  craft,  and  auxiliary  ships,  including  special
mission ships, sealift ships and support ships. 



L3Harris  Plays  Key  Role  in
Successful  Missile  Defense
Test

A  Standard  Missile-3  Block  IIA  is  fired  from  a  Vertical
Launching System on Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, as part of
Flight Experiment Mission-02. The Missile Defense Agency, in
cooperation  with  U.S.  Department  of  Defense  partners,
successfully  conducted  FEM-02  on  Dec.  10.  (Photo  credit:
Missile Defense Agency) 
MELBOURNE, Fla., Dec. 12, 2024 — L3Harris Technologies (NYSE:
LHX) provided the Medium Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM) target
and propulsion for the Standard Missile-3 Block IIA (SM-3 Blk
IIA)  used  in  the  Missile  Defense  Agency’s  (MDA)  latest
successful test aimed at strengthening U.S. missile defense. 

The Aegis Guam System, integrated with the new AN/TPY-6 radar
and Vertical Launching System, fired an SM-3 Blk IIA, which
intercepted  an  air-launched  MRBM  target  off  the  coast  of
Andersen  Air  Force  Base,  Guam,  during  Flight  Experiment
Mission-02. 
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“Our team’s high-fidelity mobile-launch target and propulsion
systems helped enable MDA’s successful test of the SM-3 and
other capabilities critical for the defense of Guam,” said
Ross Niebergall, President, Aerojet Rocketdyne, L3Harris. “The
MRBM  target  and  SM-3  propulsion  systems  contribute  to
streamlined  operations  in  remote  locations  worldwide,
essential  to  highly  effective  missile  defense  system
testing.”  

L3Harris designed, manufactured and launched the MRBM Type 1
target  for  the  recent  test.  The  company  also  provided
integrated logistics support, including inventory storage and
maintenance,  pre-  and  post-mission  analysis,  launch
preparation, launch execution and engineering services for the
test. 

The U.S. Navy uses the SM-3 Blk IIA as a defensive weapon to
defeat  short-  and  intermediate-range  ballistic  missile
threats. It is an integral part of the Aegis Ballistic Missile
Defense System on certain Navy cruisers and destroyers. 

L3Harris’ Mk 72 solid rocket boost motors provide the first
stage  propulsion  for  SM-3  Blk  IIA  to  safely  launch  the
interceptors,  while  the  company’s  Throttling  Divert  and
Attitude Control System helps maneuver the system’s kinetic
warhead into the target for the final hit-to-kill impact. 

CENTCOM Forces Defeat Houthi
Attacks  on  U.S.  Navy  and
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U.S.-Flagged  Ships  in  the
Gulf of Aden
From U.S. Central Command, Dec. 10, 2024 

TAMPA, Fla. – U.S. Navy destroyers USS Stockdale (DDG 106) and
USS O’Kane (DDG 77) successfully defeated a range of Houthi-
launched weapons while transiting the Gulf of Aden, Dec. 9 –
10. 

The  destroyers  were  escorting  three  U.S.  owned,  operated,
and flagged merchant vessels. The reckless attacks resulted in
no injuries and no damage to any vessels, civilians or U.S.
Naval. 

The destroyers successfully engaged and defeated multiple one-
way attack uncrewed aerial systems (OWA UAS), and one anti-
ship cruise missile (ASCM), ensuring the safety of the ships
and their personnel, as well as civilian vessels and their
crews. During a transit on Nov. 30 – Dec. 1, the destroyers
successfully defeated an Iran-backed Houthi attack. 

These actions reflect the ongoing commitment of CENTCOM forces
to  protect  U.S.  personnel,  regional  partners,  and
international  shipping against  attacks  by  Iran-backed
Houthis. 

Saildrone Awarded Contract to
Map Florida’s Coastal Waters
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Two Saildrone Voyager USVs equipped with NORBIT WINGHEAD i80s
echo sounders for high-resolution mapping will survey 2,817
square kilometers of seafloor in the Gulf of Mexico.

From Saildrone, Dec. 12, 2024 

St. Petersburg, Fla. — Saildrone has been selected by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to map
Florida’s coastal waters in the Gulf of Mexico as part of
the Florida  Seafloor  Mapping  Initiative  (FSMI), a  multiyear
effort  to  provide  statewide  stakeholders  with  accessible,
high-quality, and high-resolution seafloor data of Florida’s
coastal waters within the continental shelf. Updated mapping
data of coastal systems is critical for protecting offshore
infrastructure,  habitat  mapping,  restoration  projects,
emergency response, coastal resilience, and hazard studies for
the state’s citizens.  

Saildrone  has  been  tasked  with  collecting  high-resolution
multibeam  data  in  a  region  known  as  Middle  Grounds.  The
mission, valued at $1.66M, will use two 10-meter Saildrone
Voyager uncrewed surface vehicles (USVs) equipped with NORBIT
WINGHEAD i80s echo sounders for high-resolution mapping, and
radar,  AIS,  and  cameras  for  maritime  domain  awareness.

https://www.floridagio.gov/pages/fsmi


Saildrone  will  map  2,817  square  kilometers  of  seafloor,
approximately 130 kilometers northwest of St. Petersburg. 

“Mapping the Florida coastline is vital for understanding our
dynamic coastal environments, supporting sustainable resource
management, and enhancing resilience against extreme weather
events.  FSMI  will  provide  critical  insights  that  empower
policymakers, researchers, and local communities to protect
vital ecosystems and infrastructure along Florida’s coasts,”
said Brian Connon, Saildrone VP Ocean Mapping. “Saildrone USVs
efficiently  and  safely  collect  high-resolution  bathymetric
data while minimizing environmental impact.” 

At 2,170 kilometers long, Florida’s coastline is second only
to Alaska among US states. Many parts of the Florida coast
remain unsurveyed, with existing nautical charts relying on
outdated and low-resolution data. 

FSMI builds on the efforts of the Florida Coastal Mapping
Program  (FCMaP), an  initiative  led  by  federal  and  Florida
state agencies and other community stakeholders to generate a
comprehensive high-resolution seafloor data set of Florida’s
coastal  waters  by  2028.  The  data  will  be  available  for
immediate  use  to  update  navigational  charts  and  identify
navigation  hazards,  provide  fundamental  baseline  data  for
scientific  research,  and  provide  information  for  use  by
emergency managers and responders. 

The  data  Saildrone  collects  will  help  better  understand
Florida’s coastal vulnerability and hurricane impact, evaluate
the performance of restoration projects, and support ongoing
coastal resilience efforts and flood risk mapping. 

https://florida-coastal-mapping-program-fio-maps.hub.arcgis.com/
https://florida-coastal-mapping-program-fio-maps.hub.arcgis.com/


SECNAV  Attends  2024  USNI
Defense  Forum  Washington
Conference
From SECNAV Public Affairs, Dec. 11, 2024 

WASHINGTON (Dec. 11, 2024) – Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del
Toro gave remarks at the 2024 U.S. Naval Institute (USNI)
Defense Forum, Dec. 11, 2024. 
 
The forum consisted of Senior military officials, members of
Congress, industry leaders, and defense analysts who discussed
the current state of shipbuilding as well as examined issues
such as static fleet size, maintenance challenges, operational
availability, and the difficulties shipyards face with labor,
training, budgeting, and requirements. 
 
Secretary Del Toro opened his remarks by discussing the future
of building and sustaining the naval force structure for the
nation’s needs. 
 
“For  the  first  time  since  World  War  II,  we  face  a
comprehensive maritime power,” said Secretary Del toro. “Our
Navy and Marine Corps Team serves as a proud and powerful
testament  of  our  Nation’s  commitment  to  our  allies  and
partners  in  Europe,  the  Middle  East,  and  Indo-Pacific
regions.”  
 
Secretary  Del  Toro  also  discussed  strengthening  maritime
dominance  and  why  it  is  important  to  build  a  culture  of
warfighting excellence. 
 
“To fight and decisively win our Nation’s wars, we cannot rely
on merely maintaining our sea power—we must strengthen our
maritime dominance,” said Secretary Del Toro. “Our people are

https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-attends-2024-usni-defense-forum-washington-conference/
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the foundational strength of this Department, and they provide
us competitive warfighting advantage over our adversaries.” 
 
“Our priority of building a culture of warfighting excellence
is founded on strong leadership that is rooted in treating
each  other  with  dignity  and  respect,”  said  Secretary  Del
Toro. 
 
Secretary Del Toro continued by highlighting the importance of
enhancing strategic partnerships. 
 
“Our  greatest  asymmetric  strength  lies  in  our  network  of
partnerships with our Defense Industrial Base,” said Secretary
Del Toro, “As we look to the future, we must continue to make
informed  decisions  about  shipbuilding,  maintenance,  repair,
and the future of the fleet which will impact and shape the
Navy for decades to come.” 
 
Secretary Del Toro concluded his remarks with sharing his
pride in the U.S. Navy. 
 
“I  am  extremely  proud  of  everything  our  department  has
accomplished over the last three years, and I am excited for
our  Navy-Marine  Corps  team  as  we  chart  a  course  for  the
future—a future that will require us to respond and adapt to
whatever geopolitical challenges our Nation may face,” said
Secretary Del Toro. 

Northrop  Grumman  Starts

https://seapowermagazine.org/northrop-grumman-starts-production-of-the-first-e-2d-advanced-hawkeye-for-france/


Production of the First E-2D
Advanced Hawkeye for France 

A French E-2D artist rendering. (Credit: Northrop Grumman)
From Northrop Grumman, Dec. 10, 2024 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  Fla.  –  Dec.  10,  2024  –  Northrop  Grumman
Corporation (NYSE: NOC) celebrated the start of production of
the first E-2D Advanced Hawkeye for the French Navy at the
company’s St. Augustine manufacturing facility. The ceremony
brought  together  representatives  from the  French
Navy, Northrop  Grumman, Naval  Air  Systems  Command and  Navy
International Programs Office. 

This milestone puts France on course to field the world’s
premier airborne command and control aircraft. 

Northrop Grumman is contracted to produce three E-2D
aircraft, the first of which is scheduled for delivery

https://seapowermagazine.org/northrop-grumman-starts-production-of-the-first-e-2d-advanced-hawkeye-for-france/
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in 2027. 

The E-2Ds will replace France’s E-2C Hawkeye 2000 fleet,
which has been in operation for over 25 years. 

The  E-2D  brings  significant  enhancements  over  its
predecessors,  including  the  ability  for  aerial
refueling.  

Expert:  

Janice Zilch, vice president, multi-domain command and control
programs, Northrop Grumman: “Our partnership with France goes
back over 25 years. We are proud to have supported the French
Navy with the Hawkeye 2000, and we look forward to providing a
generational leap in decision dominance with the E-2D Advanced
Hawkeye.” 

Details on Program:  

Northrop Grumman’s E-2C Hawkeye 2000, which entered service
with  the  French  Navy  in  1998,  provides  air  defense  and
supports the Charles de Gaulle carrier strike group. France is
the only country other than the U.S. to operate its E-2C
Hawkeyes from an aircraft carrier. This capability has enabled
interoperability  exercises  that  support  Hawkeyes  and  other
aircraft from the French and U.S. fleets. 

Northrop Grumman’s E-2D Advanced Hawkeye is the latest in a
line of AEW aircraft that stretches back over 60 years. The
E-2D  is  the  world’s  premier  Airborne  Command  &  Control
aircraft, effective over land and sea. Northrop Grumman has
evolved the E-2D into a cutting-edge platform, capable of
facing threats anywhere in the world. 

E-2 variants are operated by air forces and navies around the

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jFX_CXDMJZCZpz2sDi2IWvKwd?domain=iprmail.ipressroom.com


world.  With  an  active  production  line  and  a  100%  on-time
delivery  history,  the  E-2D  continues  to  introduce  new
technology  to  outpace  ever-evolving  threats.  


