Secretary of War 1inducts
Naval Aviator and Medal of
Honor recipient 1into the
Pentagon’s Hall of Heroes

Secretary of War Pete Hegseth hosts Medal of Honor Recipient
U.S. Navy Capt. Royce William’s Hall of Heroes induction
ceremony at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., Feb. 25, 2026.
(DoW photo by U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Madelyn Keech)

From The Office of the Navy Chief of Information. Feb. 25,

2026

Last night President Donald J. Trump awarded retired Navy
Capt. Elmer Royce Williams the Medal of Honor at the State of
the Union address at the U.S. Capitol. Today, Secretary of War
Pete Hegseth, Secretary of the Navy John Phelan, and Chief of
Naval Operations Adm. Daryl Caudle inducted Williams into the
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Pentagon’s Hall of Heroes for his heroic actions during the
Korean War.

“Captain Royce Williams did what warriors are called to do
when the moment comes — he stood his ground, took the fight to
the enemy, and protected his fellow Americans. Outnumbered,
outgunned, and alone in the sky, he prevailed through sheer
skill, courage, and will,” said Hegseth. “Today, we honor not
just a remarkable dogfight, but a lifetime of quiet strength
and service. Captain Williams embodies the fighting spirit of
the United States Navy and the warrior ethos that keeps this
Nation free.”

Williams was joined by an audience of family, friends, fellow
Naval Aviators, and senior Navy leaders.

“Captain E. Royce Williams represents the very best of the
United States Navy,” said Phelan. “On November 18, 1952,
flying from USS Oriskany and outnumbered in the skies over
North Korea, he chose to engage to protect the ships of Task
Force 77 and the Sailors aboard them. In a 35-minute dogfight,
he shot down three MiG-15s and severely damaged a fourth one.
For decades, much of this story remained classified, but the
facts never changed. His courage, airmanship, and devotion to
duty saved lives and upheld the highest traditions of the
Naval Service. Today, we are proud to formally recognize a
Naval Aviator whose example will endure for generations.”

Yet when reflecting on that historic day and the recognition
it brought, Williams did not speak of skill or courage, but of
humility and faith.

“I know how momentous this moment is, and I never imagined
myself or allowed myself to think it was going to happen to
me,” Williams said. “I imagined it as God reaching in and
dipping His hand in to pick somebody up for the most unusual
reasons and displaying him in front of his fellow citizens.”

He continued, emphasizing that the honor was never something



he expected or sought.

“And to be entirely amazed and appreciative for the
accommodations and accolades. But that’s so unusual that
you don’t fool around thinking that it’s ever going to come
your way,” he said. “This is God doing something usual, with
his finger in the pie, and with his influence. And what did I
have to do with it? Well, I was the principal, in a way, that
i1s receiving the recognition, but maybe some of that
recognition misses the influence that really caused this
special recognition.”

Williams was born in Wilmot, South Dakota and enlisted in the
U.S. Army at 16 years old in Ortonville, Minnesota. Upon
completion of basic training, he returned to Ortonville to
train with his unit in a reserve status until he finished high
school. Once he turned 17, Williams was eligible for the Naval
Aviation Cadet program and joined the U.S. Navy where he began
flight training in 1943. Among many other aviation platforms,
Williams learned to fly the F9F-5 Panther jet and was assigned
to active duty in the Korean War, during which he flew 70
missions. Williams went on to serve in the Vietnam War flying
over 110 missions in the A-4 Skyhawk and F-4 Phantom from the
USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63). Williams later served as the
commanding officer of the command ship USS El Dorado (AGC-11)
between September 1969 and January 1971. He retired from the
U.S. Navy as a Captain in 1980.

His Medal of Honor is an upgrade of the Navy Cross he was
previously awarded in January 2023, which was an upgrade to
the Silver Star Medal he was previously awarded while assigned
to the “Pacemakers” of Fighter Squadron 781 in 1953.



Joint Interagency Task Force
Announces Counter-UAS
Marketplace

Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Bryen Z. Martinez, a military police
officer assigned to the counter-unmanned aerial system’s
counter-drone team, sets up a clay pigeon drone during a
counter-UAS demo at The Basic School at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va., Jan. 15, 2026.

By Joint Interagency Task Force 401, Feb. 24, 2026

Joint Interagency Task Force 401 announced today that its
revolutionary counter-unmanned aircraft systems marketplace
has reached initial operational capability.

The online platform, hosted on the common hardware systems
electronic catalog, will revolutionize how the War Department
and 1its interagency partners acquire critical counter-UAS
technology.
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The marketplace streamlines the process for wusers
to identify and procure the right equipment to meet their
specific needs, featuring a growing catalog of validated
counter-UAS systems and components, with plans to include
performance data from the task force’s authoritative test and
evaluation repository. It allows customers to compare systems
based on real-world performance against a variety of threats
and in different environments.

“The JIATF 401 -UAS marketplace is a critical step forward in
our whole-of-government approach to countering the threat of
small drones,” said Army Brig. Gen. Matthew Ross, JIATF 401
director. “Our goal is to integrate sensors, effectors and
mission command systems into a responsive, interoperable
network that protects service members and American citizens
alike.”

The marketplace is built on an established indefinite
delivery, indefinite quantity contract, enabling customers to
place orders immediately and significantly reducing the
lengthy contracting process typically associated with defense
procurement. The common hardware systems website provides an
intuitive interface for users to browse available equipment,
review technical specifications and compare pre-negotiated
contract options.

“Building and maintaining the -UAS marketplace has been a
collaborative effort focused on delivering a user-friendly and
effective tool for the warfighter,” said Army Maj. Matt
Mellor, the lead acquisitions specialist assigned to JIATF
401. “We've worked to create a platform that not only
simplifies the procurement process but also provides the
crucial data and expert support necessary for our customers to
make informed decisions. This 1is about getting the best
technology into the hands of those who need it as quickly as
possible.”

The marketplace is actively expanding its inventory to include



all validated counter-UAS equipment not already designated as
a program of record. The common hardware systems electronic
catalog already lists over 1,600 items, demonstrating its
capacity to support a comprehensive, growing selection of
counter-UAS solutions.

Access to the marketplace is available to users throughout the
War Department and interagency partners via a common access
card or other government-issued smart card.

CACI’'s Spectral Program with
the U.S. Navy Achieves
Milestone C

RESTON, Va.—(BUSINESS WIRE)-— CACI International Inc (NYSE:
CACI) today announced the Spectral program has successfully
completed rigorous review by the U.S. Navy’s Program Executive
Office for Command, Control, Communications, Computers, and
Intelligence (PEO C4I), achieving Milestone C. CACI partnered
with PEO C4I’'s Program Manager Warfare Battlespace Awareness
and Information Operations Program Office (PMW 120), to
achieve this historic accomplishment, marking the start of the
program’s low-rate initial production (LRIP) and deployment
phase, a defining step toward placing this critical electronic
warfare (EW) technology in the hands of U.S. sailors.

“This recent milestone enables the delivery of modern,
cutting-edge technologies that empower our warfighters to
defend the nation from our adversaries and maintain decision
superiority across every domain, especially the
electromagnetic spectrum,” said John Mengucci, CACI President
and CEO. “Our bold investments in technology and our world-
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class engineering team have led us to this critical milestone,
a momentous leap forward for the Navy. I thank the Navy for
entrusting CACI to strengthen their ability to defend the
nation and prevail in contested environments, when it matters
most — when the stakes are highest, and lives are on the
line.”

As part of Milestone C, CACI and PMW 120 have executed several
Iterative Capability Tests proving the functionality of the
system which led to this decision by Milestone Defense
Authority. Under the Spectral program, CACI will rapidly, and
at scale, develop and deploy the next generation of shipboard
signals intelligence and electronic warfare capabilities,
effectively protecting warfighters from electronic attacks and
adversarial threats.

Through software-defined systems and open architectures,
CACI optimizes platforms with advanced electromagnetic warfare
technologies that detect and exploit signals across the
spectrum — enabling sensing, communications, and information
operations.

Topping Out Ceremony Marks
Investment 1n Future of
Submarine Readiness
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Stakeholders, engineers, and construction crew members pose
for a group photo in front of the new Nuclear Regional
Maintenance Department facility at Naval Submarine Base Kings
Bay, Ga., Jan. 29, 2026. The group gathered to celebrate a
topping out ceremony, marking a major construction milestone
for the project. (U.S. Navy Photo by Yan Kennon)

From Jeffrey Hamlin, NAVFAC Public Affairs

A topping out ceremony was held Jan. 29 to mark a major
milestone in the construction of a new facility for the
Nuclear Regional Maintenance Department (NRMD) at Naval
Submarine Base (NSB) Kings Bay, Georgia.

Hosted by Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command
(NAVFAC) Southeast, the event celebrated the placement of the
final steel beam on the structure, symbolizing significant
progress toward completion of a centralized, state-of-the-
art facility designed to support critical maintenance and
repair operations for Trident-equipped submarines.

A topping out ceremony 1is a tradition that dates back
centuries to celebrate when a structure reaches its final
height. While some ceremonies involve hoisting a tree or flag,
the focus here was on the final beam itself, which was signed
by the project’s stakeholders, engineers, and construction



crews. Its placement serves as a powerful tribute to their
hard work and signifies the successful completion of the
structural phase.

“This topping out, just over a year after breaking ground, 1is
a testament to the skill and dedication of our team,” said
NAVFAC Southeast Executive Officer Capt. Elizabeth Durika.
“This facility 1is a critical investment in our nation’s
strategic deterrence, and this progress brings us one step
closer to providing a state-of-the-art space to ensure our
submarine force remains ready for decades to come.”

The construction has progressed rapidly since the project
began. Lt. Cmdr. John Nurthen, construction management team
leader, highlighted the significant accomplishments of the
construction team.

“The sheer scale of work accomplished on this site 1is
remarkable. Our partners have moved mountains,
literally,” said Nurthen. “We removed and excavated over four
feet of rock and soil from the entire project site, replacing
nearly 35,000 cubic yards of unsuitable soils to create a
stable foundation. We have erected over 530 tons of structural
steel, drilled and placed nearly 3,000 concrete piles, and
poured over 100,000 square feet of structural concrete. This
milestone is a credit to the incredible effort of every worker
on this project.”

The new $136 million facility was announced at a
groundbreaking ceremony on Jan. 15, 2025. Its purpose 1is
to consolidate NRMD operations, which are currently scattered
across NSB Kings Bay in temporary locations and shared
facilities. The centralized hub will include nuclear repair
shops, ship services support areas, and applied instruction
spaces, significantly enhancing communication and
collaboration for the maintenance and repair of Trident-
equipped submarines.



“Today’s milestone represents far more than the final beam
being set in place; it marks a major step toward providing our
skilled civilians and Sailors with a state-of-the-art
workspace to support and sustain the nuclear propulsion plants
that power our nation’s number one strategic deterrent,” said
James Haas, director of the Nuclear Regional Maintenance
Department. Haas emphasized the human element behind the
achievement, adding, “This facility is an investment in our
future and in the people who carry out this mission every day.
We are grateful for the dedication of everyone in turning this
dream into a reality.”

The project is being managed by NAVFAC Southeast with BL
Harbert International as the primary contractor. It is
scheduled for completion by December 2028.

Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command Southeast,
headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, provides planning,
design, construction, contracting, environmental services,
public works, real estate and facility maintenance for the
U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, Army, Air Force, Space Force, and
other federal agencies across the Southeast. Its area of
responsibility covers installations from Charleston, South
Carolina, to Corpus Christi, Texas, and extends south to
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

BAE Systems to install joint
strike fighter capability
aboard USS Iwo Jima
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From BAE Systems Maritime Solutions. Feb. 23, 2026

BAE Systems’ Norfolk shipyard has received a $204.1 million
U.S. Navy contract to provide maintenance services aboard the
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7).

Under the selected restricted availability (SRA) contract
awarded, BAE Systems will upgrade shipboard systems to
accommodate Joint Strike Fighter flight operations. Work
aboard the 843-foot-long ship will begin in August.

“The USS Iwo Jima availability is welcomed work for our
Norfolk shipyard team,” said David M. Thomas, Jr., vice
president and general manager of BAE Systems Maritime
Solutions Norfolk. “We are very familiar with performing
modernization work aboard this class of ship. We will apply
the lessons learned from current and past LHD-class work done
within our shipyard.”

USS Iwo Jima is the third U.S. Navy ship named after the World
War II battle. The current vessel was commissioned in June
2001.

The Norfolk shipyard is nearing completion of repairs aboard



the lead ship of the amphibious assault ship class, USS Wasp
(LHD 1).

BAE Systems Maritime Solutions is a leading provider of
maintenance and modernization services to the U.S. Navy's
fleet of combatant ships; refit and hauling services for
privately held leisure vessels and workboats; and fabrication
services for U.S. submarine and ship builders. The
company operates three full-service shipyards in California,
Florida, and Virginia, and it employs a highly skilled,
experienced workforce and a large team of suppliers and
subcontractors.

Sigma Defense Secures 7-Year,
$102M IDIQ Contract
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From Sigma Defense

PERRY, Ga., Feb. 23, 2026 /PRNewswire/ — Sigma Defense 1is
pleased to announce that SOLUTE, a Sigma Defense company, was
awarded the Consolidated Afloat Networks and Enterprise
Services (CANES) indefinite-delivery / indefinite-quantity
contract for technical and programmatic services for
networking, communications, and computer systems for Naval
Information Warfare Center Pacific, San Diego, California. The
three-year base contract is valued at $42M, and includes two,
two-year option periods that can bring the overall value to
$102M.




Ed Anderson, Sigma Defense Executive Vice President, stated,
“We are excited for the opportunity to support CANES as the
Navy’'s foundational network environment afloat. Sigma Defense
companies have a proven track record of systems modernization,
software engineering and fleet support for the U.S Navy and
this contract is the next step in delivering new capabilities
for NIWC-PAC.”

Through CANES, Sigma Defense will support the design,
integration, and testing of systems that are part of the CANES
architecture, provide software engineering support, including
development and updates for all CANES platforms, ensure
systems modernization and provide fleet readiness support.

“Winning the CANES contract 1is a tremendous honor and a
testament to our team’s deep commitment to advancing naval
capability,” said Matt Jones, CEO Sigma Defense company. “We
are proud to support the Navy’s mission by delivering secure,
modernized network solutions that enhance fleet readiness and
enable operational superiority across the globe.”

Woolpert, Saildrone Partner
to Deploy Surveyor for NOAA
Seafloor Mapping Project
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From Saildrone, Feb. 24, 2026

The data collected will help enhance understanding of
habitats, geohazards, and oceanographic conditions across
13,000 square nautical miles in the northwestern Pacific
Ocean.

WASHINGTON — Woolpert and Saildrone have partnered to acquire
and process bathymetric survey data for the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)'’'s Ocean Exploration and
Office of Coast Survey in support of safe navigation and
national ocean mapping initiatives, including the National
Strategy for Mapping, Exploring, and Characterizing the United
States Exclusive Economic Zone and Seabed 2030 initiative.

The Mariana Islands’ strategic location and vast marine
ecosystems make it a critical region for monitoring and
analysis. The data will be used by NOAA to help enhance its
understanding of sensitive habitats, marine geohazards,
oceanographic conditions, seafloor composition, and ecosystem
management within the US exclusive economic zone in the
vicinity of the Mariana Islands. It will also help expand
taxonomic reference 1libraries for understudied marine



organisms.

Woolpert, a leading provider of lidar and sonar bathymetry
data, was selected by NOAA to map the seafloor off the eastern
coast of the Mariana Islands. The firm partnered
with Saildrone, which will use a 20-meter Saildrone Surveyor
uncrewed surface vehicle designed for persistent maritime
intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, and deep-ocean
mapping.

The Saildrone Surveyor operates autonomously and delivers
high-resolution bathymetric data in the world’s most
challenging environments. Powered by a high-efficiency diesel
engine augmented by the patented Saildrone Wing, the
vehicle leverages auxiliary wind energy to maximize fuel
efficiency. This dual-source power architecture enables the
extreme range and persistence necessary for autonomous, long-
duration deep-water ocean mapping.

This month, Saildrone began collecting high-resolution
bathymetric data across the 13,000-square-nautical-mile area
of the northwestern Pacific Ocean. Saildrone will transmit the
data to Woolpert in near-real time for processing and final
delivery.

“The seafloor mapping and exploration data that the Surveyor
collects around the Mariana Islands will close critical
bathymetric gaps in the United States’ exclusive economic
zone,” said Brian Connon, vice president of ocean mapping
at Saildrone. “The Surveyor’s ability to remain at sea for
months at a time, regardless of weather conditions or sea
state, makes it an ideal platform to carry out this vital
work. Saildrone is proud to be working with both Woolpert and
NOAA in these crucial efforts to better understand our ocean,
marine resources, and ecosystem.”

Woolpert Maritime Market Director Dave Neff said the
partnership shows how autonomous technologies are transforming



the acquisition of hydrographic data for deep-ocean
exploration.

“By integrating Saildrone’s mission portal with Woolpert’s
automated survey production environment, we gain real-time
visibility into acquisition progress and data
quality—especially 1in deep-water regions that were once
difficult and costly to access,” Neff said. “This
collaboration shows how uncrewed systems and smart
partnerships can expand what’s possible in ocean mapping.”

The contract is underway and is expected to conclude in May
2026.

Coast Guard, DHS Partners
Interdict Multiple Suspected
Smuggling Vessels
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The U.S. Coast Guard and Department of Homeland Security
partner agencies interdict a suspected maritime smuggling
vessel during coordinated operations south of San Clemente
Island, California, Feb. 21, 2026. In total, crews interdicted
five vessels and apprehended 62 aliens in under 90 minutes.
(U.S. Coast Guard courtesy photo)

From U.S. Coast Guard Southwest District Public Affairs, Feb.

24, 2026

SAN DIEGO — The U.S. Coast Guard and Department of Homeland
Security partner agencies, supported by the U.S. Navy,
interdicted five suspected maritime smuggling vessels and
apprehended 62 aliens during coordinated operations south of
San Clemente Island, Saturday.

At approximately 12:30 p.m., watchstanders at the Sector San
Diego Joint Harbor Operations Center received reports from a
partner agency aircraft of three vessels suspected of
smuggling illegal aliens, transiting northbound from Mexican
waters. The vessels were described as 20-to-25-foot cuddy



cabin-style boats carrying fishing gear and fuel barrels
onboard.

The Coast Guard Cutter Haddock (WPB-87347) already on patrol
in the area, launched a small boat crew to investigate the
first vessel and conduct a boarding. Located approximately 26
miles south of San Clemente Island, the vessel
was observed flying a U.S. flag and was compliant during the
boarding. Haddock crews reported 10 aliens aboard the vessel,
all claiming Mexican nationality.

A Department of Homeland Security partner
agency aircraft located a second vessel of interest and
directed a law enforcement crew to the vessel'’s
location, ultimately leading to a pursuit. Failing to
comply with law enforcement commands to stop, warning shots
were employed to compel the vessel’s compliance. The vessel
complied, and 10 additional aliens were identified onboard,
all claiming Mexican nationality. All 10 individuals
were subsequently embarked aboard the Haddock.

A Department of Homeland Security partner agency vessel then
stopped a third vessel suspected of smuggling illegal aliens.
Nine additional aliens, all claiming Mexican nationality,
were identified and safely embarked aboard the Haddock.

Additional reports of suspected smuggling vessels in the area
prompted further response. A U.S. Navy helicopter and small
boat crew from the littoral combat ship USS Augusta (LCS-34)
with an embarked Coast Guard Maritime Law Enforcement Team
(MLET) assisted in locating and interdicting a fourth cuddy



cabin vessel. The Coast Guard MLET identified 16 aliens aboard
the vessel, 14 claiming Mexican nationality and two claiming
Colombian nationality. All 16 individuals were detained and
transferred to the Sentinel-class Forrest Rednour (WPC-1129).

A fifth vessel was later intercepted by a Department of
Homeland Security partner agency vessel, which employed
warning shots to gain compliance after the vessel failed
to obey law enforcement commands to stop. Seventeen aliens
were aboard the vessel,16 claiming Mexican nationality and one
claiming Guatemalan nationality. All were taken into custody.

In total, crews interdicted five vessels and apprehended 62
aliens in under 90 minutes. The Haddock and Rednour crews
transported all aliens to Coast Guard Sector San Diego, where
they were transferred to another Department of Homeland
Security agency for further processing. One unaccompanied
minor was identified among the group.

Department of Homeland Security partner agency personnel
seized four of the five vessels. The fifth vessel, which
was taking on water and determined to be unseaworthy, was left
at sea.

The Coast Guard routinely conducts patrols alongside
interagency and Department of War partners to detect suspected
maritime smuggling operations and interdict illegal activity,
while ensuring the safety of life at sea. This case 1s an
example of +the stellar partnerships and complex
coordination required amongst all agencies involved.



CTF-67 Hosts Fifth JEDI
Symposium at NAS Sigonella

From LTJG Vianni Paquian, Feb. 23, 2026

NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA, Italy — Commander, Task Force 67
(CTF-67) hosted the fifth iteration of the Joint Exploration
and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) symposium at Naval Air
Station (NAS) Sigonella, Feb. 9-12, 2026. The
symposium convened elite maritime patrol and
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reconnaissance aircraft (MPRA) crews from the United States,
United Kingdom, Norway, Canada, and Germany with the
primary objective to synchronize the operations of the multi-
national P-8A Poseidon fleet, effectively forging a single,
cohesive force across the European theater.

The P-8A Poseidon 1is a premier multi-mission
maritime aircraft, specializing in anti-submarine and anti-
surface warfare. Its advanced sensor suite provides
unparalleled maritime domain awareness, capable of monitoring
vast stretches of the ocean for threats on and below the
surface. Beyond its combat roles, the P-8A is a critical asset
for search and rescue missions, underscoring its versatility
in complex operational environments.

“Our NATO JEDI Symposium has become the gold standard for
integrating the strategic capabilities of our P-8A partners
amongst those that operate this advanced weapon system. This
year, we moved beyond theory into warfighting reality,” said
U.S. Navy Capt. Brian Schneider, commodore, CTF-67. “The
highlight was our capstone flying event: a cross-decked
mission crew where operators from the UK, Norway, Germany, and
Canada manned the controls of a U.S. P-8A to track an
Expendable Mobile ASW Training Target (EMATT). This evolution
proves we are moving past mere interoperability toward true
interchangeability. When we speak of five nations with common
aircraft, we are really talking about five nations with
interchangeable people.”

Throughout the symposium, participants engaged in a series of
classified and unclassified working groups to advance shared
initiatives and refine tactics, techniques, and procedures
(TTPs). The event featured full-crew and multinational
training flights, alongside integrated ground maintenance
evolutions, providing a rare opportunity to test international
interoperability and observe allied nations’ crew compositions
and procedures in real-time.



This JEDI iteration shattered previous benchmarks with a
groundbreaking operational test. For the first time, a
multinational P-8A crew, composed of members who had not
previously met or trained together, were assembled and tasked
with completing a complex, high-stakes mission on the same day
of receiving their assignment. The crew’s flawless execution
and mission success marked a paradigm shift for NATO'’s MPRA
community, demonstrating an unprecedented level of ‘plug-and-
play’ interoperability and proving that allied forces can
rapidly converge and deliver decisive effects.

“What we witnessed here was more than just cooperation, it was
true integration,” said Gp. Capt. Matthew D’Aubyn, Commander
Air Wing, Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and
Reconnaissance (ISTAR) Force, Royal Air Force. “The success of
the multinational crew proves our theory of distributed
maritime operations and agile combat employment. We are
building a force that is more lethal, flexible, and resilient
because of the trust and shared expertise forged at events
like JEDI. This is the future of coalition maritime warfare.”

The rigorous operational schedule was balanced with events
designed to solidify the professional and personal bonds
between the allied partners, including an International Night,
a formal Heritage Dinner, and engaged in some friendly
athletic competition referred to as the “Poseidon Games” at
the NAS Sigonella Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR)
fitness facility.

The symposium concluded with a final brief, cementing the
week'’s progress and launching new lines of effort for the
coming year. CTF-67's leadership and coordination with NAS
Sigonella to host JEDI 5 reinforces its central role 1in
advancing NATO’s maritime strategy and security 1in the
Mediterranean.



NAS Sigonella provides consolidated operational, command and
control, administrative, and advanced logistical support to
U.S. and NATO forces. The installation’s strategic location
enables U.S., allied, and partner nation forces to deploy and
respond as required, ensuring security and stability
throughout Europe, Africa and Central Asia.

For more news and information from NAS Sigonella, visit:
https://cnreurafcent.cnic.navy.mil/Installations/NAS-Sigonella
/ or https://www.facebook.com/nassig.official

U.S. Navy, Estonian Partners
Conduct Ice Diving Training
to Enhance Baltic Maritime
Readiness
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Equipment Operator 1st Class Devon Maher, U.S. Navy Seabee
Diver assigned to Underwater Construction Team (UCT) One,
Construction Dive Detachment Bravo (CDD/B), conduct ice diving
operations during a bilateral ice diving exchange with
Estonian Rescue Board and Estonian Navy divers at Rummu Quarry
Lake, Feb. 10, 2026.

by 22nd Naval Construction Regiment, Feb. 19, 2026

ESTONIA — U.S. Navy Seabee Divers assigned to Underwater
Construction Team (UCT) One, Construction Dive Detachment
Bravo (CDD/B), are conducting ice diving and underwater
demolition training with the Estonian Rescue Board (ERB) and
Estonian navy divers during an annual bilateral ice exercise
scheduled from Jan. 31 to Feb. 17, 2026.

The exercise focuses on developing cold weather capabilities
that enhance maritime security, improve Alliance readiness,
and reinforce Estonia’s contributions to the conventional
defense of the Baltic Sea region.

“This opportunity builds real-world capability in one of the
most demanding dive environments imaginable,” said Senior


https://www.usff.navy.mil/Press-Room/News-Stories/Author/146256/22nd-naval-construction-regiment/

Chief Constructionman Keith Reed, master diver assigned to
UCT-1 CDD/B. “Operating under ice requires absolute trust in
equipment, procedures, and teammates, especially in conditions
where precision, readiness, and discipline directly affect
mission success.”

The exercise takes place at Rummu Quarry Lake
and Miinisadam Naval Base and includes classroom instruction,
pier-side safety training, practical ice dives, and a salvage
survey of a submerged barge.

Estonia faces a significant volume of explosive remnants of
war, particularly in waterways and coastal regions affected by
historic conflicts. The training supports humanitarian mine
action objectives while improving Allied capacity to detect,
assess, and respond to underwater hazards that threaten
maritime infrastructure, commercial traffic, and regional
security in all weather conditions.

“Ice diving stresses every element of a diver’s training from
planning, communications, emergency response, and execution,”
Reed said. “Working alongside Estonian Rescue Board and navy
divers allows us to exchange techniques, leverage their local
expertise, and carry lessons forward that strengthen cold-
weather and Arctic diving operations across the Naval
Construction Force.”

Beyond technical dive training, the training is designed to
improve interoperability, expand operational readiness, and
support NATO maritime safety and deterrence efforts
by ensuring regional forces are prepared
to operate effectively in austere and contested environments.

“This engagement reflects years of trusted coordination with
Estonia and deliberate planning across U.S. and host-nation
teams,” said Chief Builder David Madmon, diving action officer
assigned to 22nd Naval Construction Regiment (22NCR). “Our
role was to align the right capabilities, ensure safety and



logistics were in place, and create a training environment
that delivers lasting operational value for both nations.”

This training builds on previous U.S.—-Estonian humanitarian
mine action engagements dating back to 2017 and supports
NATO objectives to enhance maritime readiness, resilience, and
safety across the Baltic Sea region.

It also reinforces a forward defense posture by strengthening
European Allies’ ability to lead regional maritime safety and
security efforts, with U.S. forces providing specialized
capabilities and operational support.

UCT-1 CDD/B, currently deployed under 22NCR, is a specially
trained and equipped unit within Navy Expeditionary Combat
Forces that specializes in diving, light salvage, underwater
construction, and military engineering operations in austere
environments.

22NCR commands naval construction forces for Navy
Expeditionary Forces Europe-Africa/Task Force 68 across the
U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations to defend U.S., Allied, and
partner interests.



