
Navy Determines Planned Ship
Inactivations  for  Fiscal
2026 

Henry J. Kaiser-class underway replenishment oiler USNS Pecos
(T-AO-197) sails during the at-sea phase of Exercise Rim of
the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2024.  (U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Terrin
Hartman) 
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Navy plans to inactivate or transfer
eight ships during fiscal 2026, including two warships and six
auxiliary  ships,  the  service  said  in  a  Sept.  12  internal
message to the force. 

The navy plans to inactivate two Los Angeles-class attack
submarines, USS Newport News (SSN 750) on Jan. 31, 2026, and
USS Alexandria (SSN 757) on Aug. 4, 2026. The two submarines
will be scrapped in Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Washington. 
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Two Henry J. Kaiser-class fleet replenishment oilers will be
withdrawn from service with Military Sealift Command by July
31, 2026. USNS John Ericsson (T-AO 194) will be retired but
retained as a logistics support asset as a parts source for
remaining ships of its class. USS Pecos (T-AO 197 will be
transferred to the Maritime Administration (MARAD). 

Three Watson-class large, medium-speed roll-on/roll off ships
will  be  transferred  from  the  Military  Sealift  Command’s
Prepositioning Force: USNS Pomeroy (T-AKR 316) by Apr. 1,
2026; USNS Watkins (T-AKR 315) by July 1, 2026; and USNS Red
Cloud (T-AKR-313) by Sept. 30, 2026. 

Also being transferred to MARAD on July 1, 2026, is the USNS
VADM K.R. Wheeler (T-AG 5001), a ship which uses an offshore
petroleum  distribution  system  to  pump  fuel  ashore  from  a
distance of eight miles to U.S. forces ashore.    

Coast  Guard  Seizes  75,000
Pounds  of  Cocaine  Through
Operation Pacific Viper
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U.S. Coast Guard crews conduct counter-drug operations in the
Eastern Pacific Ocean as part of Operation Pacific Viper. The
operation  highlights  the  Coast  Guard’s  commitment  to
disrupting transnational criminal organizations and preventing
the flow of illicit drugs into the United States. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo)
From U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area, Sept. 18, 2025 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Coast Guard announced Thursday it has
seized  more  than  75,000  pounds  of  cocaine  in  the  Eastern
Pacific Ocean since launching Operation Pacific Viper in early
August, averaging over 1,800 pounds interdicted daily. 

These drug seizures, and the apprehension of 59 individuals
suspected of narco-trafficking, were the result of more than
20 interdictions since Aug. 8. 

Through  Operation  Pacific  Viper,  the  Coast  Guard  is
accelerating counter-drug operations in the Eastern Pacific
Ocean,  where  significant  transport  of  illicit  narcotics
continues  from  South  America.  In  coordination  with
international and interagency partners, the Coast Guard is



surging  additional  assets—cutters,  aircraft  and  tactical
teams—to  interdict,  seize  and  disrupt  transshipments  of
cocaine and other bulk illicit drugs. Operation Pacific Viper
continues the Coast Guard’s efforts to protect the Homeland,
counter  narco-terrorism  and  disrupt  Foreign  Terrorist
Organizations  and  Transnational  Criminal  Organizations  and
cartels seeking to produce and traffic illicit drugs into the
United States.   

“The Coast Guard’s maritime fighting force is relentless in
our ongoing operations to counter narco-terrorism,” said Rear
Adm. Jeffrey Novak, deputy commander Pacific Area. “Our latest
milestone through Operation Pacific Viper – over 75,000 pounds
of cocaine seized – underscores our commitment to dismantling
Foreign  Terrorist  Organizations  and  Transnational  Criminal
Organizations engaged in narco-trafficking. The Coast Guard is
bringing every authority and every capability at our disposal
to disrupt cartels and criminal organizations, stop the flow
of deadly drugs into the U.S., and secure U.S. borders and
maritime approaches. While we continue our crucial work to
defend America, I could not be prouder of the men and women of
the Coast Guard in celebrating this milestone.” 

Detecting and interdicting narco-terrorism on the high seas
involves  significant  interagency  and  international
coordination. U.S. Southern Command’s Joint Interagency Task
Force-South, based in Key West, Florida, detects and monitors
both  aerial  and  maritime  transit  of  illegal  drugs.  Once
interdiction becomes imminent, the law enforcement phase of
the operation begins, and control of the operation shifts to
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  throughout  the  interdiction  and
apprehension. Interdictions in the Eastern Pacific Ocean are
performed  by  members  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  under  the
authority and control of the Coast Guard’s Southwest District,
headquartered in Alameda, California. 

The Coast Guard is the United States’ lead federal agency for
maritime drug interdiction. We are part of the Department of



Homeland Security team protecting our nation and are at all
times a military service and part of the joint force defending
it. 

HII  Hosts  Marine  Corps
Commandant Gen. Eric Smith at
Ingalls Shipbuilding 

PASCAGOULA,  Miss.,  Sept.  17,  2025  (GLOBE  NEWSWIRE)  —  HII

(NYSE: HII) hosted Gen. Eric Smith, the 39th commandant of the
U.S.  Marine  Corps,  at  the  company’s  Ingalls  Shipbuilding
division Wednesday. During his visit, Smith met with Ingalls
leadership and toured the shipyard, including America-class
amphibious assault ship Bougainville (LHA 8). 

“The skills and dedication of our Ingalls shipbuilders were on
full display during this visit and I am proud of the critical
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role our team plays in supporting the U.S. Marine Corps and
Navy  mission,”  said  Brian  Blanchette,  Ingalls  Shipbuilding
president. “Our amphibious programs remain one of our highest
priorities and we are fully committed to delivering the most
advanced ships to the fleet.” 

This visit marked the third time Smith has toured Ingalls
Shipbuilding as the commandant. While at Ingalls, Smith spoke
on the broader importance of amphibious capability to the
fleet and expressed his appreciation for the workforce at
Ingalls. 

“The construction of these ships is vital to our national
interest,” Smith said. “The work done here in this shipyard by
these workers directly supports the Navy and Marine Corps in
our ability to project power and serve as a global naval
expeditionary force.” 

Ingalls  currently  has  two  LHAs  under  construction
including Bougainville (LHA 8) and Fallujah (LHA 9) and three
Flight  II  LPDs  under  construction  including Harrisburg (LPD
30), Pittsburgh (LPD  31)  and  Philadelphia  (LPD  32).
Additionally, in September 2024, the Navy awarded Ingalls a
contract  for  the  construction  of  three San  Antonio-class
amphibious transport dock ships (LPD 33, LPD 34 and LPD 35)
and  a  contract  modification  for  the  fifth America-class
amphibious assault ship, Helmand Province (LHA 10). 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Spencer
returns  home  to  Portsmouth,
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Virginia  after  83-day
maritime  border  security
patrol in the Caribbean Sea,
Windward Passage 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Spencer  (WMEC  905)  conducts  flight
operations with an Air Station Elizabeth City MH-60 Jayhawk
helicopter aircrew while underway in Chesapeake Bay, June 26,
2025.  These  operations  enhance  mission  readiness  between
surface and aviation assets. (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty
Officer 1st Class Richard Stewart)
From U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, Sept. 18, 2025 

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Spencer (WMEC
905) returned to their home port in Portsmouth, Wednesday,
concluding an 83-day maritime border security patrol in the
Caribbean Sea and Windward Passage. 
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Spencer’s  crew  deployed  in  support  of  Operation  Vigilant
Sentry while underway in the Coast Guard Southeast District
area of responsibility. Crew members worked with interagency
and  international  partners,  conducting  maritime  safety  and
security operations to deter unlawful migration and protect
America’s maritime borders. 

While on patrol, Spencer watchstanders detected a dangerously
overloaded and unlit vessel at night off the coast of Haiti.
Spencer’s crew launched the cutter’s small boat to assess the
situation. Recognizing an immediate risk to life, the boarding
team provided life jackets and began transferring people to
the cutter, safely embarking 191 aliens aboard Spencer. Crew
members provided medical screening, food, water and shelter
while conducting accountability procedures. All aliens were
later repatriated to Haiti in accordance with U.S. law and
policy. 
 
“Spencer’s efforts over the last 83 days ensured the security
of our nation’s Southeastern border and maritime approaches,”
said Cmdr. Justin Strock, commanding officer of Spencer. “This
crew,  in  coordination  with  our  federal  and  international
partners, reinforced the Coast Guard’s ability to prevent and
deter illegal migration by sea. I am proud of this crew for
their determination, dedication and teamwork throughout our
patrol.” 

OVS  is  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security-led  operation
comprised of federal, state and local partners responsible for
preventing  and  responding  to  maritime  migration.  OVS,
previously known as Homeland Security Task Force – Southeast,
was established in 2003 and is comprised of more than 50
federal, state and local agencies.   

Spencer is a 270-foot, Famous-class medium-endurance cutter
homeported  in  Portsmouth.  Its  missions  include  search  and
rescue,  maritime  law  enforcement,  marine  environmental
protection and homeland security operations. The cutter falls



under the command of U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, which is
based in Portsmouth. 

Swift Engineering SULE High-
Altitude,  Long-Endurance
Platform  Achieves  New
Altitude  Record  of  67,000
Feet
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SAN CLEMENTE, Calif. – Sept. 17, 2025 – Swift Engineering, a
leading innovator in advanced solutions for unmanned aviation
as  well  as  a  range  of  other  critical  applications,  has
announced that its SULE (Swift Ultra Long Endurance) aircraft
achieved a new altitude record in a flight that reached 67,000
ft. MSL (Mean Sea Level) on July 26, 2025.  
 
The groundbreaking, 24-hour flight continues to unveil new
possibilities  for  scientific  research  and  environmental
monitoring as well as defense and aerospace applications. SULE
took off from and landed at Spaceport America in New Mexico.
The successful flight exceeded the previous altitude record



for the aircraft which had achieved a level of 55,904 ft. 
 
Swift Engineering is participating in a two-year program with
NASA focused on the  
development of unmanned aircraft that can achieve extended
endurance  with  decreased  cost  and  increased  data  capture
capabilities.  The  company  recently  won  a  Phase  II  award
providing  additional  financial  support  for  SULE  design,
fabrication and flight testing. 
 
“We are very proud of the recognition and support for the SULE
platform that weve received from NASA,” said Hamed Khalkhali,
President  of  Swift  Engineering.  “NASA  sees  clear  and
compelling benefits that will accrue from the development of
these  high-altitude,  unmanned  vehicles  for  a  range  of
applications including the monitoring of ecological changes,
research  on  climate  patterns  and  enhanced  emergency
management.”  
 
The Swift suite of UAS (Unmanned Aircraft Systems) spans the
shorter range, rapidly deployable VTOL (Vertical Take-off and
Landing) Swift Crane to the longer endurance, longer range,
gas-powered Swift Accipiter suitable for most military and law
enforcement applications. 
 
SULE delivers an even longer range/endurance platform with a
72-foot  wingspan  and  15-pound  payload  capacity  that  can
provide  seamless  communications  relay  capabilities  to  all
Swift platforms as well big-picture awareness beyond the range
of Crane and Accipiter. 



Coast  Guard  Awards  $68M
Contract  for  New  HC-130J
Hangars in Hawaii

Coast Guard Air Station Barbers Point aircrews conduct flight
formations  in  the  soon  to  be  retired  HC-130H  Hercules
airplane. The HC-130H model is being replaced by the HC-130J
model. (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Lt. Cmdr. Scott Handlin) 
Release From Coast Guard Headquarters

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Coast Guard awarded a contract to the
Whiting-Turner Contracting Co. for the design and construction
of two new membrane tension hangars and associated facilities
at  Air  Station  Barbers  Point,  Hawaii.  The  award  totaling
$68.857 million, will support HC-130J Super Hercules aircraft
operations  and  enhance  mission  readiness  in  the  Oceania
District. 

The contract includes the construction of two fully enclosed
hangars to provide weather-protected facilities for repairing,
servicing, and sheltering HC-130J aircraft assigned to the air
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station.  Additional  facilities  will  include  an  aviation
materials office, aircraft maintenance shops, office space for
air station personnel, a locker room, and load cages near the
hangars. 

Currently, Air Station Barbers Point’s hangar facility can
only  partially  enclose  one  HC-130J  aircraft,  leaving  the
station’s four aircraft exposed to the corrosive saltwater
environment.  The  new  hangars  will  provide  long-term
protection,  improve  maintenance  capabilities,  and  support
critical heavy air transport missions and long-range maritime
surveillance  patrols  across  the  12.2-million-square-mile
Oceania District. 

Construction is scheduled to begin in 2026 and is expected to
be completed by early 2028. 

The Facilities Design & Construction Center (FDCC), a field
command under the Coast Guard Program Executive Office (PEO)
Shore, is responsible for planning, designing, and executing
major  shore  facility  construction  and  recapitalization
projects.  As  part  of  the  Coast  Guard’s  Force  Design  2028
initiative, the FDCC and the Shore Infrastructure Logistics
Center were incorporated into the new PEO Shore domain, which
applies  a  systems-based  approach  to  asset  lifecycle
management.  

The  HC-130J  Super  Hercules  represents  the  Coast  Guard’s
premier long-range surveillance aircraft and carries out many
Coast Guard missions, including search and rescue, drug and
alien  interdiction,  cargo  and  personnel  transport,  and
maritime stewardship, as well as providing critical support to
Department of Homeland Security partners.  



U.S., Australia Naval Forces
Conduct Bilateral Training in
the South China Sea

SOUTH CHINA SEA (Sept. 16, 2025) – Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Dewey (DDG 105), left, sails alongside
Anzac-class frigate HMAS Ballarat (FFH 155), right, during a
bilateral training with the Royal Australian Navy in the South
China  Sea,  Sept.  16,  2025.  (U.S.  Navy  photo  by  Mass
Communication  Specialist  2nd  Class  Oscar  Diaz)  
By Lt. Victor Murkowski, Destroyer Squadron 15

SOUTH CHINA SEA   –  The U.S. Navy and Royal Australian Navy
(RAN) conducted bilateral training in support of a free and
open Indo-Pacific through the South China Sea, Sept. 15-16. 
 
Participating ships included the Arleigh Burke-class guided-

https://seapowermagazine.org/u-s-australia-naval-forces-conduct-bilateral-training-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://seapowermagazine.org/u-s-australia-naval-forces-conduct-bilateral-training-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://seapowermagazine.org/u-s-australia-naval-forces-conduct-bilateral-training-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/4304699/us-australia-naval-forces-conduct-bilateral-training-in-the-south-china-sea/


missile destroyer USS Dewey (DDG 105) and the RAN Anzac-class
frigate HMAS Ballarat (FFH 155). 
 
Over the two days, the ships engaged in a formation sailing
exercise,  maritime  communications  training,  and  simulated
fires exercises alongside information sharing and a combined
transit through the South China Sea. 
 
“It was a fantastic opportunity to work alongside Ballarat and
our Australian allies,” said Cmdr. Ivan Dobrev, commanding
officer of Dewey. “Deepening our interoperability with our
allies and partners here in the Indo-Pacific is the key to
enhancing  our  collective  deterrence  against  any  adversary
threatening peace and stability in the region.” 
 
The  U.S.  Navy  regularly  trains  alongside  our  allies  and
partners in the Indo-Pacific region as a demonstration of our
shared commitment to international law and a free and open
Indo-Pacific.  Bilateral  training  such  as  this  provides
valuable  opportunities  to  exercise  and  develop  tactical
interoperability across allied navies in the Indo-Pacific. 
 
“This activity was a component of a planned routine deployment
for Ballarat to the region,” said Cmdr. Dean Uren, commanding
officer  of  Ballarat.  “This  activity  is  an  important
demonstration of the resolve that Australia has to supporting
an  open,  stable,  and  prosperous  Indo-Pacific,  where
international law is respected.” The Australian Defence Force
routinely operates in the region and has done so for decades. 
 
The Dewey is forward deployed and assigned to DESRON 15, the
Navy’s  largest  DESRON  and  the  U.S.  7th  Fleet’s  principal
surface force. 
 
U.S. 7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-deployed
numbered  fleet  and  routinely  interacts  and  operates  with
allies and partners in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific



region. 

USS  America  Enhances  Joint
Readiness  with  Army  and
Marine  Corps  Rotary-Wing
Operations
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PACIFIC OCEAN (Sept. 7, 2025) Two U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B
Osprey assigned to Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 268 takeoff
from  the  flight  deck  of  the  amphibious  assault  ship  USS
America (LHA 6) while conducting flight operations in the
Pacific Ocean, Sept. 7. (U.S. Navy photo by MCSN Nicholas
Douglass) 

By Lt. Carolina Fernandez 

NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN —  Amphibious assault ship USS America
(LHA 6) concluded joint aviation training with the U.S. Army
and U.S. Marine Corps, boosting interoperability and readiness
in the Indo-Pacific region. On Sept. 7 and 11, 2025, off the
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coast of Pearl Harbor, America served as a floating airfield
for rotary-wing aircraft from the Army’s 25th Combat Aviation
Brigade  (CAB)  and  Marine  Corps’  Marine  Medium  Tiltrotor
Squadron (VMM) 268.  
  
“This  joint  training  enhances  interoperability  amongst  the
Services and increases our capacity to project combat power
from sea.” said Cmdr. Weideman, air officer, USS America. “By
working  together,  we  improve  our  collective  readiness  and
ability to respond to any contingency.”  
  
Over two days, Army and Marine Corps pilots and crew members
flew CH-47F Chinook, AH-64 Apache, and MV-22B Osprey aircraft,
executing more than 200 deck landings on USS America. The
training boosted their overwater operational proficiency and
earned them valuable deck landing qualifications critical for
maritime environments.  
  
“This training is extremely valuable for the 25th Infantry
Division  and  the  25th  CAB,”  said  Chief  Warrant  Officer  3
Michael  James,  senior  standardization  instructor  pilot  for
3-25 AVN Regiment. “It allows us to be proficient in deck
landing  operations  which  increases  our  lethality  and
operability with our Navy and Marine partners. Overall, it
increases the U.S. Military’s combat power!”  
  
The exercise involved three types of rotary-wing aircraft:
Marine Corps MV-22B Ospreys from VMM-268, along with Army
CH-47F  Chinook  helicopters  from  the  3rd  Battalion,  25th
Aviation Regiment, and Army AH-64 Apache helicopters from the
2nd Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, both assigned to the 25th
CAB. This diverse participation highlighted the commitment of
all services to joint operations.  
  
“My  training  goal  for  the  25th  CAB  was  to  increase  our
proficiency and build more competent air crews in an overwater
environment,”  said  James.  “Our  crews  need  to  be  able  to



operate from ship to shore. During this training, we were able
to learn more about LHA operations, their flight deck patterns
and the ship’s capabilities.”  
  
Companies within the Army’s 25th CAB maintain proficiency in
shipboard  operations  to  be  prepared  to  fight  under  all
conditions.  The  brigade  conducts  Deck  Landing  Operations
several times per year depending on the Navy’s availability,
in order to maintain a high level of aviation preparedness.  
  
America is operating in the U.S. 3rd Fleet area of operations.
An integral part of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, U.S. 3rd Fleet
leads  naval  forces  in  the  Indo-Pacific  and  provides  the
realistic, relevant training necessary to execute the U.S.
Navy’s role across the full spectrum of military operations.
U.S. 3rd Fleet works together with allies and partners to
advance freedom of navigation and overflight, the rule of law
and other principles that underpin security for the Indo-
Pacific region.  
 
For  more  USS  America  news  visit:
https://www.surfpac.navy.mil/lha6/  and
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/USSA  

UNITAS  2025  Kicks  off  at
Naval Station Mayport
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MAYPORT,  Fla.  (Sept.  15,  2025)  Navy  and  Marine  leaders
celebrated the opening of UNITAS 2025 from onboard the San
Antonio-class amphibious transport docking ship USS Arlington
(LPD 24) at Naval Station Mayport September 15, 2025. (U.S.
Navy photo illustration by MCSN Steven Khor)
Release From U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet
Public Affairs

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Fla. – UNITAS 2025 officially kicked
off at an opening ceremony aboard Naval Station Mayport, Sept.
15.  UNITAS,  Latin  for  unity,  united,  or  oneness,  is  the
longest-running annual multinational maritime exercise in the
world. 

UNITAS  is  featuring  approximately  8,000  personnel  from  25
allied  and  partner  nations,  including  multiple  ships,
submarines, and aircraft (fixed wing and rotary). Forces will
conduct operations off the East Coast of the United States and
ashore in the vicinity of Naval Station Mayport, Fla., Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., and Naval Station Norfolk, Va.
through October 6. 
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Participating  nations  include  Argentina,  Belize,  Brazil,
Canada,  Chile,  Colombia,  Dominican  Republic,  Ecuador,  El
Salvador, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Italy,
Jamaica,  Japan,  Mexico,  Morocco,  Netherlands,  Panama,
Paraguay,  Peru,  Spain,  and  the  United  States.  
 
“It is a distinct honor to stand before you today as we
commence  UNITAS  2025,  the  66th  iteration  of  the  world’s
longest-running multinational maritime exercise, which is a
testament to enduring partnerships,” said Rear Adm. Carlos
Sardiello, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/4th
Fleet. “We have a rich history that began with the 1959 Inter-
American Naval Conference in Panama, and we continue to grow
each  year.  This  year’s  theme,  ‘UNITAS  Legacy  of  Maritime
Partnerships’ celebrates the enduring strength of alliances
and the upcoming 250th anniversary of the U.S. Navy.” 
 
UNITAS is a comprehensive multinational exercise that aims at
strengthening interoperability,  enhancing  operational
readiness,  and  fostering  enduring  partnerships  among  the
participating  nations. Through  a  blend  of  advanced  warfare
training, cultural exchange, and historical commemoration, the
goal for the exercise is to collaboratively demonstrate the
commitment  to  maritime  security,  crisis  response,  and  the
shared  values  that  unite  all  participating  forces  in
the defense  of  freedom  and  global  
stability. ​ 
 
Following the UNITAS 2025 Opening Ceremony, the in-port phase
of  the  exercise  features  subject  matter  expert  exchanges,
professional symposiums, ship rider exchanges, and operations
meetings. During this time, Marines and Sailors will conduct
training events in Mayport to include medical, cyber defense,
and diving and salvage operations. 
  
During the UNITAS 2025 Underway Phase, forces will participate



in events testing all warfare operations, to include live-fire
exercises  such  as  a  SINKEX,  an  amphibious  ship-to-shore
landing and force withdrawal in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 
 
“Our combined efforts as a maritime sea service are critical
to ensuring free and open seas,” explained Sardiello. “UNITAS
is an extraordinary opportunity for us to unite, operate,
enhance  proficiency,  and  improve  interoperability  of
participating  forces  to  respond  to  common  threats.”  
 
Following the successful completion of UNITAS 2025, senior
leaders from participating countries will join in a series of
high-profile  events  along  the  East  Coast,  celebrating  a
historic  milestone:  the  United  States  Navy  250th birthday.
This  commemoration  honors  a  legacy  of  protecting  American
interests, deterring aggression, and promoting prosperity and
security, while also showcasing the Navy’s enduring commitment
to defending the American way of life. 
 
UNITAS 2025 is just one of the major events in support of the
U.S. Navy’s 250th birthday in 2025. UNITAS and other major
leadership events will lead into 2026, the United States’
250th birthday. In 2026, the Navy will again commemorate its
contribution to the nation’s defense as part of a whole-of-
government  250  celebration  planned  by  the  U.S.  Semi
quincentennial  Commission.  Navy-related  events  will  include
port  calls  and  community  outreach  events  in  major  U.S.
cities. 
 
U.S.  Naval  Forces  Southern  Command/U.S.  4th  Fleet  is  the
trusted  maritime  partner  for  Caribbean,  Central  and  South
America maritime forces leading to improved unity, security
and stability. 



Combat Craft Medium to Gain
New, Improved Sibling

A Combatant Craft Medium assigned to a West-coast based Naval
Special Warfare unit maneuvers in Apra Harbor, Guam, in 2021.
Photo credit: U.S. Navy photo by Shaina O’Neal
The United States Special Operations Command’s Combat Craft
Medium Mark 1 will get a new and improved next-generation
sibling in the future called the Combat Craft Medium Mark 2.
Currently,  USSOCOM  is  working  with  Oregon-based  company
ReconCraft on the first completely new Naval Special Warfare
boat design since 2015.  

Built  by  Vigor  Industrial,  the  CCM  Mark  1  is  a  durable,
stealthy,  low-observable,  armored  double-hull  aluminum  boat
used  by  Naval  Special  Boat  Teams  for  infiltration  and

https://seapowermagazine.org/combat-craft-medium-to-gain-new-improved-sibling/
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extraction  of  special  operations  forces  in  medium-threat
environments. It is 60 feet long with a width (beam) of 13
feet and a draft of 3.3 feet, can travel at over 52 knots and
can carry .50 caliber M2 heavy machine guns, Mark 19 automatic
grenade launchers and 7.62mm M240G medium machine guns on the
aft deck.

It has a crew of four and can carry 19 special operators.
Range is 600 nautical miles at 40 knots. Vigor Industrial
built  31  CCMs,  which  are  transportable  via  trucks  towing
trailers and C-17 military cargo aircraft.

According  to  SAM.gov,  the  United  States’  official  federal
contracting website, “The CCM Mk2 will replace the CCM Mk1
with a high-speed, aluminum-hulled craft designed to enhance
USSOCOM’s  maritime  capabilities.  It  incorporates  advanced
materials and technologies to support multi-role capabilities
for  maritime  missions.  This  effort  includes  the  design
consulting,  prototyping,  fabrication  and  outfitting  of  a
single CCM Mk2 prototype, with the potential for a follow-on
production contract or agreement.”

Key Specifications for the CCM Mk2

Hull Material: High-performance aluminum.
Engines: Twin 1,600 hp marine diesels
Propulsors: Marine waterjets
Dimensions:Length 68.6 feet, beam 14.2 feet, draft 3.6
feet.
Fuel:Diesel,  with  a  capacity  of  approximately  3,200
gallons.
Mobility:  Configured  for  road  and  military  aircraft
transport.

Thus, the CCM Mark 2 is slightly longer, wider and deeper than
the CCM Mark 1.



“In August 2025, U.S. Special Operations Command awarded an
Other Transaction Authority agreement to ReconCraft LLC to
produce  the  Combatant  Craft  Medium  Mark  2  Engineering
Development  Model,”  Lieutenant  Commander  Kassie  Collins  of
USSOCOM replied in response to a question from Seapower. “CCM
Mk2 will replace the CCM Mk1 fleet, providing Naval Special
Warfare with an enhanced capability to conduct long-range,
multi-mission  operations  in  maritime  environments.  CCM  Mk2
incorporates integrated survivability enhancements to support
irregular warfare operations in maritime environments across
the globe.”

Seapower asked if the CCM Mark 2 will replace the CCM Mark 1
on a one-for-one basis and if the CCM Mark 1s will be retired.

“The CCM Mk1 fleet continues to support the demand signal
around the globe. The CCM Mk2 platform is being built from the
ground  up  to  include  upgrades  that  the  CCM  Mk1  has
incorporated  throughout  its  service,  while  providing  more
space, power and opportunity to adapt to future payloads or
systems.  When the production of the CCM Mk2 begins, the CCM
Mk1 will continue to support the force and we will evaluate
boats on an individual basis to determine an informed service
life,  balancing  commander’s  needs  and  resources,”  Collins
responded.

ReconCraft declined to comment on the Combat Craft Medium,
Mark 2, and USSOCOM and the company have no images or photos
to share since the CCM Mark 2 is an entirely new design
starting from the proverbial drawing boards. Questions on CCM
Mark 2 armament and sensors were not provided at this early
stage of the design process.


