
I  MEF  launches  Operation
Clean  Sweep  IV  to  improve
barracks habitability 

From I Marine Expeditionary Force Communication Strategy and
Operations 

March 30, 2026  

MARINE  CORPS  BASE  CAMP  PENDLETON,  Calif.  –  I  Marine
Expeditionary Force and Marine Corps Installations West-Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton launched Operation Clean Sweep IV
today,  continuing  a  focused  effort  to  improve  barracks
conditions and strengthen operational readiness.  

OCS IV is part of the I MEF / MCI-West Barracks 360 Reset
initiative and supports the Commandant of the Marine Corps’
broader Barracks 2030 effort to improve unaccompanied housing
across  the  force.  The  operation  focuses  on  resident
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empowerment, leadership engagement and measurable, proactive
maintenance. 

Barracks 360 Reset began in 2024 with recurring standdowns to
surge maintenance and self-help support. The first iteration
at Camp Pendleton ran Oct. 16-30, 2024, addressing deferred
work through both self-help and contracted support. OCS II
followed March 24-April 11, 2025, expanding training while
broadening resources to additional bases. OCS III ran Sept.
15-26, 2025, and continued expanding these efforts to Marine
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center Twentynine Palms and Marine Corps air stations Miramar
and Yuma. 

I MEF and MCI-West continue Barracks 360 Reset efforts to
improve living conditions and operational readiness through
enhanced command oversight, maintenance backlog reduction and
resident engagement. 

Marine  Corps  Leaders  Visit
Ingalls  Shipbuilding  to
Advance  Veteran-to-Workforce
Pipeline
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From HII
 

PASCAGOULA, Miss., March 19, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII’s
(NYSE: HII) Ingalls Shipbuilding division recently welcomed
senior enlisted leaders from the U.S. Marine Corps for a visit
focused on strengthening pathways between Marines completing
active  service  and  long-term  careers  in  the  shipbuilding
industry.  The  visit  underscored  the  longtime  partnership
between Ingalls and the Marine Corps, particularly through
Ingalls’ role as the nation’s primary builder of amphibious
warships. 

“Marines bring discipline, technical aptitude and a service
mindset, all qualities that can translate directly into the
complex work of shipbuilding,” Ingalls Shipbuilding President
Brian  Blanchette  said.  “Those  strengths  are  vital  to
delivering world-class warships to the U.S. Navy fleet, and
we’re honored to work with the Marine Corps to expand pathways
for Marines transitioning to civilian careers as we continue
building  the  amphibious  platforms  that  keep  them  mission
ready.” 

https://hii.com/news/marine-corps-enlisted-leaders-visit-hiis-ingalls-shipbuilding-to-advance-veteran-to-shipbuilding-workforce-pipeline/


During  the  visit,  Marine  Corps  leaders  met
with  Ingalls  leadership  and  toured  the  Maritime  Training
Academy, where they learned about the company’s apprenticeship
and career development programs. They also visited several
areas  of  the  shipyard,  including  the  amphibious  assault
ship Bougainville (LHA 8), gaining a firsthand look at the
craftsmanship and technical expertise required to build the
platforms that many Marines call home during their worldwide
service. 

“Our goal is to set Marines up for success after they hang up
the uniform,” said Sgt. Maj. Carlos A. Ruiz, the 20th sergeant
major of the Marine Corps. “This visit was instrumental in
collaborating on a direct pipeline for Marines to transition
seamlessly into the shipbuilding industry, using tangible and
intangible skills gained through their military service.” 

Ingalls’ decades-long history of designing and constructing
amphibious warships creates a natural alignment for Marines
seeking post-service careers in shipbuilding, as Marine Corps
missions depend on the platforms produced at the shipyard.
With more than 6,700 veterans employed across its divisions,
HII recognizes that U.S. veterans bring essential leadership,
technical expertise and operational insight that strengthen
the shipbuilding workforce and support delivery of the world’s
most powerful ships and all-domain solutions for the nation’s
military. 

Bell Completes SPINE Upgrades
on First Two H-1 Aircraft
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The first AH-1Z and UH-1Y to be completed under the Structural
and Power Improvements for NextGen Effects (SPINE) program,
formerly SIEPU, have left the Amarillo Assembly Center 
From Bell Textron 

AMARILLO,  Texas.  (March,  17  2026) – Bell  Textron  Inc.,  a
Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, has announced the completion
of the first AH-1Z and UH-1Y aircraft to receive full upgrades
to their structure and power delivery mechanisms under the US
Marine Corps’ SPINE program. The program was recently renamed
from  Structural  Improvement  and  Electrical  Power  Upgrade
(SIEPU) to the Structural and Power Improvements for NextGen
Effects (SPINE) program to emphasize the importance of this
essential modernization effort and to highlight the increased
survivability and lethality SPINE will enable throughout the
lifetime of the H-1 fleet.  

The  completed  aircraft  departed  the  Amarillo
Assembly  Center  and  are  now  at  Naval  Air  Station  (NAS)
Patuxent  River  for  continued  flight  testing.  These  tests
will determine the final SPINE configuration to be modified in
Amarillo  and  fielded  to  the  USMC  in  future  contracted
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efforts.​  

The  SPINE  program  will  enable  the  H-1  fleet
to  utilize  enhanced  weapons  systems  and  other  future
capabilities and is part of the H-1 program’s modernization
plan  to  increase  lethality  and  enhance  survivability  by
improving modern warfighting capabilities.   

“To have these first two aircraft completed under the SPINE
program is a huge moment for us,” said Scott Sims, H-1 program
director,  Bell.  “At  Bell,  crew  safety
and aircraft effectiveness remain the number one priority on
everything  we  do.  These  upgrades  will  ensure  that  our
H-1  aircraft  remain  the  most  capable  aircraft  available,
while operating at the forefront of modern missions. They will
continue to excel at the job they were designed to do for many
years to come.” 

Bell’s effort to modify these first two aircraft began at the
company’s  Drives  System  Center  (DSC)  and  Repair  and
Overhaul  Center  (ROC)  and  culminated  in
the aircraft electrical and structural modifications that took
place over the last 19 months at the Amarillo Assembly Center.
Successful  execution  has  been  a  result  of  years  of  work
between  U.S.  Government,  Bell,  and  industry  partners.  The
completion of the first modification effort at the Amarillo
Assembly Center sets the stage for future growth as Bell looks
to support modification of the Marine H-1 fleet over the next
decade. 

“In the competitive world that the H-1 lives and thrives in,
it’s  vital  to  remain  competitive  with  current  and  future
capabilities and to excel in every environment where these
aircraft  are  deployed,”  said  Danielle  Markham,  program
manager, Bell.  

“The  SPINE  program  represents  the  next  step  in  the  H-1
evolution,  ensuring  the  platform  has  structural  strength,



electrical capacity, and digital foundation needed to operate
as a fully interoperable member of the modern joint force.”  

13th  MEU  Forms  Complete
Marine  Air-Ground  Task
Force  with  Full  F-35
Squadron 

A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II aircraft assigned to
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 211, Marine Aircraft
Group  13,  3rd  Marine  Aircraft  Wing,  conducts  a  vertical
landing on the flight deck of the amphibious assault ship USS
Tripoli (LHA 7) as part of Steel Knight 24 while underway in
the Pacific Ocean, Dec. 3, 2024. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by
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Sgt. Luc Boatman)
From the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, March 16, 2026 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – The 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit
(MEU) has officially formed as a complete Marine Air-Ground
Task  Force  with  the  addition  of  its  major  subordinate
elements, bringing the MEU’s full capability together under
one command. 

The 13th MEU Command Element welcomed Battalion Landing Team
(BLT) 2/4, which will serve as the Ground Combat Element;
Combat Logistics Battalion (CLB) 13, which will serve as the
Logistics Combat Element; and Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
(VMM)  364  (Reinforced)  and  Marine  Fighter  Attack  Squadron
(VMFA) 211, which together form the Aviation Combat Element.
VMFA-211  will  provide  a  full  squadron  of  F-35B  Lightning
II aircraft, significantly expanding the aviation capabilities
of the unit. 

Together, these units form a Marine Air-Ground Task Force
(MAGTF), enabling command and control of ground, aviation,
and  logistics  capabilities  and  forming  a  single,  rapidly
deployable force capable of executing a wide range of missions
from the sea. 

“Compositing  the  13th  MEU  brings  together  the  full
capabilities of a Marine Air-Ground Task Force,” said Col.
Richard Alvarez, commanding officer of the 13th MEU. “That
integration gives national leaders another flexible, lethal,
sea-based force ready to respond when needed.” 

As the Ground Combat Element, BLT 2/4, provides the infantry
forces of the MEU and serves as the principal ground maneuver
element of the MAGTF. 

The Aviation Combat Element, comprised of VMM-364 (Rein.) and
VMFA-211, provides the MEU with a full spectrum of Marine
Corps aviation capabilities in support of MAGTF operations. 



CLB-13, the Logistics Combat Element, provides a broad range
of sustainment capabilities that allow the MEU to operate and
sustain itself in any environment. 

“The strength of The Fighting 13th has always been its Marines
and  Sailors,”  said  Sgt.  Maj.  Gerald  Furnari,  the  senior
enlisted  advisor  of  the  13th  MEU.  “Every  generation  that
serves in this unit adds to its legacy, and today’s team
stands ready to answer the nation’s call.” 

The composite of the MEU marks the beginning of an intensive
training cycle during which the command, ground, aviation,
and logistics elements will train together before deploying
aboard U.S. Navy amphibious ships as part of an Amphibious
Ready Group. 

The 13th MEU was established at Camp Pendleton on Feb. 1,
1985, as the 13th Marine Amphibious Unit, and was redesignated
as the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit on Feb. 5, 1988. Known
as “The Fighting 13th,” the unit has deployed around the world
in support of combat operations, crisis response missions, and
humanitarian assistance efforts. 

Projecting Power in Contested
Regions:  Marine  Corps’  EABO
Moves from Paper to Reality
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U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Aiden Mcmahon carries an M224 60mm
mortar  during  a  field  training  exercise  at  the  Central
Training Area, Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, May 14, 2025. The
FTX allowed Marines to build tactical proficiency in support
of expeditionary advanced base operations. Photo credit: U.S.
Marine Corps | Lance Cpl. Rodney Frye
The  Expeditionary  Advanced  Base  Operations  (EABO)  concept
debuted in 2019 as a new strategy for the U.S. Marine Corps to
fight not only with the support of naval forces but also to
defend  and  support  those  forces  in  turn,  coordinated
operations that project and hold power from sea to shore in
contested littoral regions.

In  a  sense,  the  time  honored-quip  that  Marines  “aren’t
retreating, just attacking in a different direction” reflects
a new capability to attack in any direction from any island
chain or coastline.

In March 2019, Marine Corps Commandant General Robert Neller
and Chief of Naval Operations Admiral John Richardson jointly
announced the development of the EABO strategy as a way to



hold a contested region and dissuade a potential adversary
from detecting, much less engaging, in an area where flexible
mobile  bases  would  be  an  elusive  target  with  high-tech
capabilities.

Neller  and  Richardson  approved  and  signed  the  previously
classified Concept for Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations,
beginning  a  development  that  in  the  past  seven  years  has
rapidly progressed from words on paper to hands-on exercises
and innovations in the maritime environment.

The initial blueprint for the evolving concept was the Marine
Corps’ Tentative Manual for Expeditionary Advanced Operations,
followed by a second edition in March 2023. The vision of the
two service chiefs is described in the 134-page manual, which
includes “a foundational naval concept to address challenges
created  by  potential  adversary  advantages  in  geographic
location,  weapons  system  range,  precision  and  capability,”
while also “integrating Fleet Marine Force (FMF) and Navy
capabilities to enable sea denial and sea control, and support
sustainment of the fleet.”

EABO on the Move

The U.S. Navy has had the Marine Corps’ back for more than 80
years of expeditionary warfare in the Pacific, but with EABO
the Corps holds much more than the high ground. Instead, the
vision is to cover an extensive, spread-out littoral region of
coastline, island and choke points with advanced technology
that can strike not only surface and aviation targets but also
can direct surface forces on incoming threats. The concept
also  calls  for  quickly  packing  up  and  redeploying  to  a
different austere location with equal firepower and air assets
defending against aggressors who might not know where the
Navy-Marine Corps team is.

Recent  exercises  halfway  around  the  globe  in  the  High
Countries like Denmark demonstrated how NATO countries can



work in concert with Marines to quickly set up bases with
advanced equipment airlifted onto remote fields with short
runways and minimal facilities.

High Countries were an apt description for Marine Corps Europe
taking part in a Norwegian-led Arctic operation that took
place from Sept. 1-3, 2025, the latest test of Expeditionary
Advance Based Operations. It demonstrated that NATO Allied
forces from the United Kingdom Royal Air Force and Norwegian
armed forces could work alongside Marines in a first-of-its
kind mission to quickly insert military assets to a remote and
austere location.

The prime focus of the operation was to practice real-world
NATO sea denial and maritime domain awareness capabilities. In
turn. the operation helped contribute the ability to quickly
respond and defeat any crisis or threat to NATO allies.

The deadliest threat to adversary surface combatants was also
tested with rapidly deployed Light Tactical Vehicles (LTVs)
airlifted as a stand-in for launch bases of the U.S. Marine
Corps special weapon for littoral regions and choke points,
the  Navy-Marine  Expeditionary  Ship  Interdiction  System
(NMESIS), pronounced “Nemesis.”

The Marines also tested NMESIS anti-ship missile deployments
earlier in the year in arguably the most highly contested area
of future conflict, the Luzon Strait, a choke point for China
to wage war against Taiwan and threaten merchant shipping.

The lethal component of the unmanned mobile launcher gives
Marines  the  ability  to  sink  warships  and  other  maritime
targets from land, one more aspect of the EABO doctrine.



U.S.  Marine  Corps  Sergeant  Brandon  Arey,  a  Light  Armored
Reconnaissance Marine with White Platoon, Bravo Company, 2nd
LAR  Battalion,  2nd  Battalion,  6th  Marines,  throws  a  Puma
RQ-20B drone into flight during Expeditionary Advanced Base
Operations aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, Dec. 6,
2021. Photo Credit: U.S. Marine Corps | Cpl. Armando Elizalde.
Back to the Future

“Hit ‘em where they ain’t” was the Korean War motto of General
of the Army Douglas MacArthur as he pulled an end run against
Chinese and North Korean forces nearly encircling the South
Korean capital of Seoul. EABO does something similar but more
to the tune of, “Where we ain’t you’ll never know until it’s
too late.”

The  different  between  the  classical  island-hopping
expeditionary  operations  and  Expeditionary  Advanced  Base
Operations is summed up on the Marine Corps website: “EABO
support the projection of naval power by integrating with and
supporting the larger naval campaign. Expeditionary operations
imply austere conditions, forward deployment and projection of



power. EABO are distinct from other expeditionary operations
in  that  forces  conducting  them  combine  various  forms  of
operations to persist within the reach of adversary lethal and
nonlethal effects.”

All three Marine Expeditionary Forces have conducted exercises
using the Stand-In Force concept and EABO in multiple regions
globally.

“Our two Marine Littoral Regiments are reinforcing the Marine
Corps’  Force  Design  vision  for  distributed,  lethal,
maneuverable  and  purpose-built  formations  in  the  Indo-
Pacific,”  said  Marine  Corps  Combat  Development  Command’s
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Flanagan.

“Sustaining  Marines  in  contested  environments  is  just  as
critical  as  sensing  the  enemy  or  maintaining  command  and
control. The Marine Corps is shifting from traditional supply
chains to a more agile, resilient sustainment network — one
designed to maneuver under threat, reinforce dispersed forces,
and sustain operations across the vast distances of the Indo-
Pacific,” Flanagan said.

The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps are addressing a key gap in the
Indo-Pacific  by  developing  the  Medium  Landing  Ship  (LSM),
designed for enhanced mobility, beach access and sustainment
in contested littoral environments. 

As part of this effort, the Navy has selected the Damen Naval
Landing Ship Transport 100 (LST 100) design as the basis for
the  LSM  program.  The  non-developmental  design  will  reduce
cost, schedule and technical risk. Feeling the need for speed,
both the Navy and Marine Corps are eager for the urgently
needed capability to reach the fleet thanks to accelerated
timelines made possible with the proven design.

Critical Enablers

The  rapid  move  from  2019  theory  to  present-day  reality



includes the just-completed 2025 Aviation Plan, which provides
a  renewed  focus  on  distributed  operations  and  emphasizes
sustained operational effectiveness in contested environments
through  enhanced  logistics,  sustainment  strategies  and
expeditionary advanced base concepts.

Flanagan, from his perspective as director of communications
strategy and operations, sees the future as present with the
airborne forces of the Marine Corps.

“Our modern technologies like the ACV, MV-22, CH-53K and F-35B
are  all  critical  enablers  of  Expeditionary  Advanced  Base
Operations, enabling forward-deployed, distributed operations.
Years of wargaming, experimentation and study have matured our
concepts for EABO,” Flanagan said, “so that our concepts align
with the way the broader force will fight.” .

Jim McClure’s first exposure to the Marines was as a four-year
scholarship  Marine  Option  Midshipman  at  the  University  of
Notre Dame. He is a Life Member of the Navy League of the
United States and a frequent contributor to Seapower. This
story first appeared in the February-March, 2026, issue of
Seapower.

Keel  Laid  for  Future  USS
Philadelphia 
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Mrs. Maureen Paparo, sponsor for LPD 32, Philadelphia, and
other platform guests watch as Cory Dillon, Ingalls Structural
Welder, welds the sponsor’s initials onto the keel plate at
Ingalls  Shipbuilding  in  Pascagoula,  MS,  March  3,  2026.
(Photo/Luis  Solis)  In  Photo  From  Left:  Brian  Blanchette,
President of Ingalls Shipbuilding and Executive Vice President
at HII Chris Kastner, President and CEO, HII, Captain Randy
Slaff,  Commanding  Officer,  Supervisor  of  Shipbuilding,
Conversion  and  Repair,  Gulf  Coast,  Cory  Dillon,  Ingalls
Structural Welder, Captain Matt Tardy, Unites States Navy,
Amphibious Warfare Program Manager, Program Executive Office,
Ships, Admiral Samuel Paparo, Unites States Navy, Commander,
United States Indo Pacific Command, and husband to our ship
sponsor,  and  Mrs.  Maureen  Paparo,  Sponsor  and  Keel
Authenticator  of  LPD  32.  (Photo  by  Luis  Solis)
From Team Ships Public Affairs, March 4, 2026 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. - The keel for the future USS Philadelphia
(LPD 32), a San Antonio class-amphibious transport dock ship,
was  authenticated  at  HII’s  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  division,
March 3. 



The  ship  is  named  in  honor  of  the  historic  city  of
Philadelphia  and  its  maritime  legacy.  The  city  is  the
birthplace of the U.S Navy and Marine Corps and was home to
the  Philadelphia  Naval  Shipyard  from  1801-1995,  which
constructed  numerous  Navy  vessels.  

Keel  laying  authentication  ceremonies  are  a  centuries-
old  tradition  marking  a  significant  construction  milestone
where a ship transitions from design to reality. The keel was
authenticated when the initials of the ship’s sponsor, Ms.
Maureen Paparo, were welded onto a steel plate. Paparo is a
Philadelphia native and the spouse of Adm. Samuel Paparo, the
27th Commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command. This plate will
be permanently affixed to the ship’s hull, remaining with the
vessel throughout its entire service life as a symbol of its
beginning. 

“The  future  USS  Philadelphia  honors  one  of  America’s
foundational cities and its continuous support of the Navy and
the  maritime  domain,”  said  Capt.  Matthew  Tardy,  program
manager, Amphibious Warfare Program Office. “This keel laying
marks the ceremonial beginning of construction and we look
forward to delivering this ship to the fleet.” 

San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ships (LPD) are
warships  that  embark,  transport,  and  land  elements  of  a
landing force for a variety of expeditionary warfare missions,
humanitarian assistance, and disaster relief. They provide the
Navy and Marine Corps with modern, sea-based platforms that
are networked, survivable, and built to operate with 21st-
century  transformational  platforms  such  as  air-cushioned
landing craft (LCAC), modern helicopters, and vertical take-
off landing craft (MV-22). 

Today’s ceremony underscores the Navy’s commitment to building
America’s Golden Fleet. For 250 years, American naval power
has projected strength globally. That mission continues – and
intensifies. We operate forward 24/7, 365 days a year. This



operational tempo demands continuous capability delivery, and
the Golden Fleet is our answer. 

As a Department of War acquisition organization, PEO Ships is
responsible for executing the development and procurement of
all  destroyers,  amphibious  ships  and  craft,  and  auxiliary
ships,  including  special  mission  ships,  sealift  ships  and
support ships. 

Four Days In, Hegseth, Caine
Say  U.S.  Making  Decisive
Progress in Iran

March 4, 2026 |  By Matthew Olay, DoW News 
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During the War Department’s second press conference since the
U.S. and Israel’s launch of Operation Epic Fury against the
Iranian regime Feb. 28, Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and Air
Force Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
today said America is making decisive offensive progress in
the conflict. 

“I stand before you today with one unmistakable message about
Operation  Epic  Fury:  America  is  winning  decisively,
devastatingly and without mercy,” Hegseth told the media from
the Pentagon’s press briefing room. 

“We are only four days into this, and the results have been
incredible — historic, really. … Only the United States could
lead this [mission]. … But, when you add the Israeli Defense
Forces — a devastatingly capable force — the combination is
sheer  destruction  for  our  radical  Islamist  Iranian
adversaries,”  Hegseth  said.  

During  his  remarks,  Caine  reiterated  that  the  U.S.  and
Israel’s joint, three-pronged mission in the region is to
target and eliminate Iran’s ballistic missile systems, destroy
the  Iranian  navy  and  ensure  Iran  cannot  rebuild  or
reconstitute  its  combat  capability  or  power  —
 including  ensuring  the  country  never  obtains  nuclear
weapons.  

In terms of battle damage, Caine said there has been an 86%
overall drop in Iran’s ballistic missile launches since the
first day of fighting, and a 23% decrease in just the last 24
hours. Additionally, he added there has been 73% decrease in
Iranian one-way attack drone shots fired from early on in
the conflict. 

In terms of air power, Hegseth said that the U.S. and Israeli
forces are poised to have complete control of Iranian air
space within the next few days. 

“I hope all the folks watching understand what ‘uncontested



airspace’ and ‘complete control’ means: It means we will fly
all day [and] all night … finding, fixing and finishing the
missiles and defense industrial base of the Iranian military;
finding and fixing their leaders and their military leaders;
flying over Tehran … [with] Iranian leaders looking up and
seeing only U.S. and Israeli air power every minute of every
day, until we decide it’s over — and Iran will be able to do
nothing about it,” Hegseth said. 

At sea, U.S. Central Command announced yesterday that more
than 20 Iranian navy vessels have been destroyed, including
the sinking of an Iranian combatant ship in the Indian Ocean
by a U.S. Navy fast attack submarine. 

It was the first time a U.S. submarine has used a Mark 48
torpedo to sink an enemy vessel since 1945, Caine noted. 

“I  want  to  remind  everybody  that  this  is  an  incredible
demonstration of America’s global reach. To hunt, find and
kill an out-of-area deployer is something that only the United
States can do at this type of scale,” he said. 

In discussing the Iranian regime’s predicament, Hegseth said
he likens the situation to a football game, wherein Iran’s
offense has already exhausted all of its scripted plays. 

“But now that the game has started and the [U.S. and Israeli]
defensive blitz is on, [Iran doesn’t] know what plays to call,
let alone how to get in the huddle and call those plays,”
Hegseth said. 

He  added,  because  so  many  of  Iran’s  senior  leaders  being
killed on Operation Epic Fury’s first day, the military is
unable  to  effectively  communicate,  let  alone  mount  a
coordinated  and  sustained  offensive.  

“This was never meant to be a fair fight, and it is not a fair
fight. We are punching [the enemy] while they’re down, which
is exactly how it should be,” Hegseth said, adding that Epic



Fury  has  already  unleashed  twice  the  air  power  as
the initial “shock and awe” phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom
in 2003. 

Looking ahead, Caine said that Centcom will continue to strike
the regime’s infrastructure — including hunting and killing
ballistic missile launchers and one-way attack capabilities —
as well as continuing to attack Iran’s naval capabilities. 

“We are just getting started,” Hegseth said. 

Secretary  of  War  Announces
Marine  Corps  General
Officer Nominations 
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From the Department of War, Feb. 25, 2026 

Secretary  of  War  Pete  Hegseth  announced  today  that  the
president has made the following nominations: 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Robert B. Brodie for appointment to
the grade of major general. Brodie is currently serving as
deputy commanding general, III Marine Expeditionary Force and
commanding general, 3d Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Okinawa,
Japan. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Michael A. Brooks Jr. for appointment



to the grade of major general. Brooks is currently serving as
commanding general, Training Command, Quantico, Virginia. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Simon M. Doran for appointment to the
grade  of  major  general.  Doran  is  currently  serving  as
commanding general, Marine Corps Warfighting Lab, Quantico,
Virginia. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Fridrik Fridriksson for appointment to
the grade of major general. Fridriksson is currently serving
as  director,  Manpower  Management  Division,  Manpower  and
Reserve  Affairs,  Headquarters,  Marine  Corps,  Quantico,
Virginia. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Garrett R. Hoffman for appointment to
the grade of major general. Hoffman is currently serving as
director, White House Military Office, Washington, D.C. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Stephen J. Lightfoot for appointment
to the grade of major general. Lightfoot is currently serving
as  commander,  Naval  Amphibious  Forces  Task  Force  51  and
commanding  general,  5th  Marine  Expeditionary  Brigade,  Al
Jasra, Bahrain. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Michael E. McWilliams for appointment
to the grade of major general. McWilliams is currently serving
as  commander,  Joint  Enabling  Capabilities  Command,  U.S.
Transportation Command, Norfolk, Virginia. 
 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. David C. Walsh for appointment to the
grade of major general. Walsh is currently serving as program
executive officer, Air Anti-Submarine Warfare, Assault, and
Special Mission Programs, Naval Air Systems Command, Patuxent
River, Maryland. 



Joint Interagency Task Force
Announces  Counter-UAS
Marketplace

Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Bryen Z. Martinez, a military police
officer  assigned  to  the  counter-unmanned  aerial  system’s
counter-drone  team,  sets  up  a  clay  pigeon  drone  during  a
counter-UAS demo at The Basic School at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va., Jan. 15, 2026.
By Joint Interagency Task Force 401, Feb. 24, 2026   

Joint Interagency Task Force 401 announced today that its
revolutionary  counter-unmanned  aircraft  systems  marketplace
has reached initial operational capability. 

The online platform, hosted on the common hardware systems
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electronic catalog, will revolutionize how the War Department
and  its  interagency  partners  acquire  critical  counter-UAS
technology.  

The  marketplace  streamlines  the  process  for  users
to identify and procure the right equipment to meet their
specific  needs,  featuring  a  growing  catalog  of  validated
counter-UAS  systems  and  components,  with  plans  to  include
performance data from the task force’s authoritative test and
evaluation repository. It allows customers to compare systems
based on real-world performance against a variety of threats
and in different environments.  

“The JIATF 401 -UAS marketplace is a critical step forward in
our whole-of-government approach to countering the threat of
small drones,” said Army Brig. Gen. Matthew Ross, JIATF 401
director. “Our goal is to integrate sensors, effectors and
mission  command  systems  into  a  responsive,  interoperable
network that protects service members and American citizens
alike.”  

The  marketplace  is  built  on  an  established  indefinite
delivery, indefinite quantity contract, enabling customers to
place  orders  immediately  and  significantly  reducing  the
lengthy contracting process typically associated with defense
procurement. The common hardware systems website provides an
intuitive interface for users to browse available equipment,
review  technical  specifications  and  compare  pre-negotiated
contract options.  

“Building and maintaining the -UAS marketplace has been a
collaborative effort focused on delivering a user-friendly and
effective  tool  for  the  warfighter,”  said  Army  Maj.  Matt
Mellor, the lead acquisitions specialist assigned to JIATF
401.  “We’ve  worked  to  create  a  platform  that  not  only
simplifies  the  procurement  process  but  also  provides  the
crucial data and expert support necessary for our customers to
make  informed  decisions.  This  is  about  getting  the  best



technology into the hands of those who need it as quickly as
possible.”  

The marketplace is actively expanding its inventory to include
all validated counter-UAS equipment not already designated as
a program of record. The common hardware systems electronic
catalog  already  lists  over  1,600  items,  demonstrating  its
capacity  to  support  a  comprehensive,  growing  selection  of
counter-UAS solutions.  

Access to the marketplace is available to users throughout the
War Department and interagency partners via a common access
card or other government-issued smart card.  

I MEF Marines Evaluate Fiber-
Optic FPV Drones During DIU
Challenge 

https://seapowermagazine.org/i-mef-marines-evaluate-fiber-optic-fpv-drones-during-diu-challenge/
https://seapowermagazine.org/i-mef-marines-evaluate-fiber-optic-fpv-drones-during-diu-challenge/
https://seapowermagazine.org/i-mef-marines-evaluate-fiber-optic-fpv-drones-during-diu-challenge/


From  1st  Lt.  Logan  Tompkins,  Communication  Strategy  and
Operations, I Marine Expeditionary Force

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. — U.S. Marines with I
Marine  Expeditionary  Force  partnered  with  the  Defense
Innovation Unit and industry professionals, Jan. 27-29, 2026,
to evaluate first-person view small unmanned aircraft systems
that use fiber optic cables, marking the U.S. Marine Corps’
first field evaluation of the technology for sUAS employment
in contested environments. 

The three-day assessment focused on “ready now” FPV drone
solutions designed to maintain command-and-control and video
feeds  when  radio-frequency  links  are  degraded.  Unlike
traditional unmanned aircraft systems that rely on wireless
signals, fiber optic cables provide a physical data connection
between the operator and the aircraft, reducing vulnerability
to electronic warfare and enabling more reliable employment in
denied environments. 

The evaluation brought together Marines from 3rd Light Armored

https://www.dvidshub.net/portfolio/1881965/logan-tompkins


Reconnaissance Battalion and 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, with I MEF coordinating the event alongside DIU as
part of Project G.I., a Department of War-wide effort intended
to  accelerate  the  fielding  of  solutions  that  address
warfighter problem sets for the joint force. Participating
vendors  for  the  fiber-optic  evaluation  included  Auterion,
Kraken, ModalAI, Neros, and Nokturnal AI, with support from
Contact Front Technologies. 

“Fiber-optic tethered FPV capabilities are required on today’s
battlefield,” said Col. Michael Carroll, assistant chief of
staff, G-9, I Marine Expeditionary Force. “By deliberately
building  trained  cadres  within  the  command,  I  MEF  is
positioned to scale pilots and capability rapidly, and to
responsibly leverage every opportunity to integrate, evaluate
and familiarize warfighters with proven systems.” 

During  the  event,  Marines  evaluated  systems  based  on  how
quickly  operators  could  transport,  set  up  and  employ
the aircraft while wearing full combat equipment, as well as
the  durability  of  controllers,  displays  and  supporting
equipment. Marines also assessed how effectively each platform
integrated  with  tactical  command-and-control  tools  and  how
reliably the fiber optic cable performed during over-water
control and data transmission. The over-water flights marked
the U.S. Marine Corps’ first deliberate over-water evaluation
of fiber-optic cable performance for FPV sUAS. 

The  event  also  served  as  a  hands-on  integration  point
for  participating  companies,  allowing  engineers
to observe operator workflows and receive direct feedback on
usability,  reliability  and  mission-driven  requirements.
Marines compiled observations and recommendations throughout
the assessment to inform iterative improvements and future
evaluations. 

“The pace of change in robotics and autonomous systems is
unlike anything we’ve seen before. Capabilities are evolving



daily, not over years,” said Maj. Steven Atkinson, I MEF DIU
mission partner. “In that environment, there will never be a
single ‘silver bullet’ system, which is why the Blue UAS List
must be continuously updated with a diverse set of best-of-
breed platforms and components. Through our partnership with
DIU, I MEF brings together Marines from multiple units, MOSs,
and backgrounds to do exactly that, ensuring the systems added
to  the  Blue  List  are  not  only  policy-compliant,  but
operationally  lethal,  interoperable,  and  survivable  in
contested environments.” 

Project G.I. launched in June 2025 with a prize funding pool
to support live evaluations across multiple design reference
missions. The project used an accelerated approach intended to
move mature technology from proposal to hands-on testing in
months rather than years. DIU designed the effort to involve
operators  early,  stress  systems  against  real
operational  constraints  and  rapidly  iterate  toward
capabilities  that  can  be  integrated  and  scaled  for  units
across the services. 

I MEF has played a leading role in the challenge by organizing
field-based evaluations, bringing together Marines with recent
operational experience and ensuring feedback from end users is
captured, translated into actionable requirements and pushed
directly  to  industry  teams.  Last  summer,  Marines  assigned
to  I  MEF  partnered  with  DIU  and  vendors  during  a  larger
Project G.I. evaluation at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
which  combined  familiarization  training  with  scenario-based
demonstrations  and  informed  follow-on  selection  and
development.  

The January event built on that momentum by concentrating on
fiber  optic  cable  performance,  a  capability  increasingly
associated  with  maintaining  drone  effectiveness  under
electronic attack. Marines assessed how FPV systems connected
by  fiber  optic  cables  could  support  tactical  kinetic-
effects while sustaining control and video in environments



where traditional links can be disrupted. 

“A fiber optic cable connected to an attack drone gives the
ground force commander more options when it comes to precision
fires in a GPS or communications-denied environment,” said 1st
Lt. Kienan Morrissey, an intelligence officer with 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion who directly supported the
evaluations. “Operator-to-vendor feedback is critical in this
phase of the evaluation to ensure drone systems are mission
capable, continuously improved and lethal in the hands of the
end users.” 

Insights from the evaluation will inform continued refinements
as Project G.I. advances. As platforms complete compliance
verification and cybersecurity review, selected systems are
expected to move closer to procurement pathways and broader
availability for DoW purchase and operation. 

I MEF provides combatant commanders a globally responsive,
expeditionary,  and  fully  scalable  Marine  Air-Ground  Task
Force, capable of generating, deploying, and employing ready
forces and formations for crisis response, forward presence,
major combat operations, and campaigns. 


