
SECNAV  Announces  General,
Flag Officer Nominations
March 18, 2024 

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III announced today that
the president has made the following nomination: 

Marine Corps Lt. Gen. James F. Glynn for appointment to the
grade of lieutenant general, with assignment as commander,
U.S.  Marine  Corps  Forces  Pacific;  and  commanding  general,
Fleet Marine Forces Pacific. Glynn is currently serving as the
deputy commandant for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Quantico,
Virginia. 

Navy  Rear  Adm.  (lower  half)  Joseph  B.  Hornbuckle  for
appointment  to  the  grade  of  rear  admiral.  Hornbuckle  is
currently serving as commander, Fleet Readiness Centers, Naval
Air Systems Command, Patuxent River, Maryland.

Austin  Nominated  for  Deputy
Commandant for CD&I
ARLINGTON,  Va.—Secretary  of  Defense  Lloyd  J.  Austin  III
announced March 14 that the president has made the following
nomination: 

Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Eric E. Austin for appointment to the
grade  of  lieutenant  general,  with  assignment  as  deputy
commandant  for  Combat  Development  and  Integration,
Headquarters,  U.S.  Marine  Corps;  and  commanding  general,
Marine Corps Combat Development Command.  Austin is currently
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serving as the commanding general, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing,
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan. 

BATARG  and  26th  MEU(SOC)
Returns  Home  From  8-month
Deployment

CAMP LEJEUNE, NC, UNITED STATES 

12.03.2024 

Story by Capt. Angelica White  

26th  Marine  Expeditionary  Unit  (Special  Operations
Capable)        

Marines and Sailors assigned to the 26th Marine Expeditionary
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Unit (Special Operations Capable) will return home in several
waves beginning Mar. 16, 2024 after successfully completing an
extended eight-month deployment embarked aboard the amphibious
warships of the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group (BATARG) in U.S.
Naval Forces Europe and Africa/6th Fleet and U.S. Naval Forces
Central Command/5th Fleet areas of operations. 
 
The BATARG is comprised of the Wasp-class amphibious assault
ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), the San Antonio-class amphibious
transport dock ship USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19), and the Harpers
Ferry class dock landing ship USS Carter Hall (LSD 50). 
 
Upon leaving the east coast of North Carolina for deployment
in July 2023, the Secretary of Defense directed the BATARG and
26th  MEU(SOC)  to  support  operations  in  the  U.S.  Central
Command  (USCENTCOM)  in  response  to  attempts  by  Iran  to
threaten the free flow of commerce in the Arabian Gulf and
Strait of Hormuz. The 26th MEU(SOC) took deliberate actions to
task-organize an element aboard the USS Mesa Verde with the
appropriate  staff  depth  and  operational  capabilities  to
execute operations and activities in support of U.S. European
Command  (USEUCOM)  theater  security  objectives,  while  the
majority of the 26th MEU(SOC) Marine Air-Ground Task Force,
embarked aboard USS Bataan and USS Carter Hall, was postured
in USCENTCOM to deter Iranian malign activity and increase
maritime security in the waters surrounding the Strait of
Hormuz. 
 
The 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit’s deployment marked the
first time the U.S. Marine Corps and II Marine Expeditionary
Force were able to certify and employ a special operations
capable Marine Expeditionary Unit in over two decades. This
historical milestone demonstrated the Marine Corps’ commitment
to  joint  naval  integration  and  partnering  with  forward-
deployed  special  operations  forces  in  support  of  crisis
response  and  Fleet  campaigning  priorities,  reinforced
throughout the 26th MEU(SOC)’s voyage with the BATARG. 



 
Throughout  the  deployment,  the  26th  MEU(SOC)  executed
distributed  operations  spanning  across  the  Tri-Geographic
Combatant  Command  to  include  USEUCOM,  USAFRICOM,  and
USCENTCOM,  contributing  to  increased  maritime  security  and
regional  stability,  while  also  participating  in  activities
with Allies and partners to enhance mil-to-mil relationships,
showcase  interoperability,  and  sustain  high  operational
readiness. 
 
In  the  High  North,  the  Marines  and  Sailors  of  the  26th
MEU(SOC),  embarked  aboard  USS  Mesa  Verde  participated  in
bilateral exercises with elements of the Norwegian Brigade
North and Italian partners to exchange tactics, techniques,
and procedures in the coastal regions and littorals. 
 
While operating in the Baltics, the 26th MEU(SOC) participated
in Exercise Northern Coasts, a German, multi-national naval
exercises series in the Baltic region, aimed at delivering
realistic,  live  training  for  a  broad  range  of  amphibious
operations.  The  26th  MEU(SOC)’s  participation  in  Exercise
Northern Coasts marked the first time U.S. Marine Corps forces
participated in this large-scale NATO-exercise. 
 
Concurrently, in USCENTCOM, the Marines and Sailors of the
26th MEU(SOC), embarked aboard USS Bataan and USS Carter Hall
participated  in  a  series  of  bilateral  exercises  with  the
Kuwaiti Marine Corps, Bahrain Royal Marines, and the Bahrain
Royal Air Force. Additionally, the BATARG and 26th MEU(SOC)
supported Operation Inherent Resolve and Operation Prosperity
Guardian. Moreover, the 26th MEU(SOC) showcased an ability to
integrate  and  partner  with  other  forward-deployed  Special
Operations  Forces  within  the  littorals  as  a  part  of  the
MEU/SOF-I3 continuum and efforts to increase maritime security
and stability while deterring any potential malign actors. 
 
When  the  terrorist  attacks  against  Israel  on  7  Oct.



dynamically  changed  the  security  environment  across  the
region,  the  26th  MEU(SOC)  rapidly  transitioned  from
participating in a readiness and sustainment training exercise
in  Kuwait  to  posturing  to  rapidly  respond  to  emergent
operational  requirements  and  to  safeguard  U.S.  national
interests within the Red Sea. 
 
The Marines and Sailors of the 26th MEU(SOC), embarked aboard
the three ships of the aggregated BATARG in the Mediterranean
Sea, remained postured in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea from
Dec. 28 to Mar. 1 as the immediate response force with the
operational capabilities needed to provide leaders across the
Geographic  Combatant  Command  with  options  in  USEUCOM  and
USCENTCOM. The 26th MEU(SOC) also conducted several enhanced
interoperability  training  sustainment  exercises  with  NATO
Allies and partners in the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
Through  rapid  planning,  coordination,  and  execution,  the
BATARG  and  26th  MEU(SOC)  team  successfully  completed
multinational training events with Naval Striking and Support
Forces NATO (STRIKFORNATO), the United Kingdom, Türkiye, and
NATO  Maritime  Group  Two  at  the  end  of  February  prior  to
transiting towards the United States. 
 
“History has proven the necessity of having forward-deployed
Marines, embarked aboard amphibious ships. Over the past eight
months, the Marines and Sailors of the 26th MEU(SOC) have
showcased  the  value,  utility,  and  unique  all-domain
operational  capabilities  you  only  find  in  a  Marine
Expeditionary  Unit,”  said  Col.  Dennis  Sampson,  Commanding
Officer of the 26th MEU(SOC). “When coupled together, the ARG
and the MEU(SOC) form a flexible naval expeditionary force
capable  of  reassuring  our  Allies  and  partners  of  our
commitment  to  maritime  security  and  capable  of  dominating
within the littorals against any adversary in any clime or
place.” 
 



From  the  High  North  of  Norway,  to  the  Baltics,  to  the
Mediterranean, Horn of Africa, to the Middle East, the BATARG
and the 26th MEU(SOC) successfully completed over 15 bilateral
activities with over 30 NATO Allied and partner countries in
Plymouth, United Kingdom; Narvik and Setermoen, Norway; Riga,
Latvia;  Dublin,  Ireland;  Cartagena,  Spain;  Athens,  Chania,
Volos, and Lidochorro, Greece; Dubai and Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates; Manama, Bahrain; Saudi Arabia; Yemen; Kuwait;
Lanarca,  Cyprus.  In  addition  to  bilateral  exercises,  the
BATARG and 26th MEU(SOC) engaged with multiple representatives
from embassies, ministries of defense, and local government,
military, and civilian officials to strengthen relationships
with NATO Allies and partners through in-person key leader
engagements  and  subject  matter  expert  exchanges,  including
ship tours, ceremonies and receptions, and community service
projects during each port visit. 
 
“Throughout  our  time  in  the  U.S.  5th  and  U.S.  6th  Fleet
regions,  the  Sailors  and  Marines  of  the  BATARG  and  26th
MEU(SOC) showcased the unique capabilities that we bring as a
response force to our Allies and partners,” said Capt. Martin
Robertson, Amphibious Squadron 8 Commodore. “Our presence in
the Eastern Mediterranean was exactly what our Nation needed:
an integrated Navy and Marine Corps force ready to respond
when called upon.” 
 
The 26th MEU(SOC) serves as one of the United States’ premier
crisis  response  forces  capable  of  conducting  amphibious
operations,  crisis  response,  and  limited  contingency
operations, to include enabling the introduction of follow-on
forces  and  designated  special  operations,  in  support  of
theater requirements of the Geographic Combatant Commander.
The 26th MEU(SOC) serves as a premier stand-in force with the
unique  all-domain  operational  capabilities  necessary  to
compete and win within the littorals and within the weapons
engagement zones of an adversary in any clime or place. 
 



“I am very proud of the steadfast professionalism of every
Marine  and  Sailor  assigned  to  the  26th  MEU(SOC)  and  the
BATARG.  They  have  made  a  difference  and  highlighted  the
relevance  of  the  ARG  and  MEU  to  our  national  security
interests across the Tri-COCOM region,” Sampson said. “More
so, I am truly grateful for the steadfast support from our
26th MEU(SOC) families and friends. I know they are proud of
their Marine or Sailor and I know they are ready for our
homecoming in a couple of weeks.” 
 
The BATARG and 26th MEU(SOC) presence in the U.S. 6th Fleet
and U.S. 5th Fleet areas of operation supported strategic
objectives and contributed to regional security and stability,
reassuring the United States commitment to Allies and partners
in the High North, Baltics, Mediterranean, and Middle East.
Coupled  with  the  BATARG,  the  26th  MEU(SOC)  showcased  the
value, utility, and operational flexibility a forward-deployed
ARG-MEU provides Geographic Combatant Commanders. 
 
From  responding  to  contingencies  to  enhancing  bilateral
relations with key Allies and partners, the constant theme of
the 26th MEU(SOC) was being ‘Ready, Relevant, and Capable’ of
aggregating  other  joint,  coalition,  or  special  operations
forces and deploying with limited notice in support of crises,
expeditionary operations on land or from the sea, or other
emergent operational requirements. 

Navy  Awards  Bell  Textron
Contract  for  12  AH-1Z
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Helicopters for Nigeria

KOREA STRAIT (March 29, 2023) An AH-1Z Viper helicopter takes
off from the amphibious assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8),
March 29, 2023. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Gunnery Sgt. Chad
J. Pulliam) 
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  —  The  government  of  Nigeria  is  slated  to
receive 12 AH-1Z Viper helicopter gunships, becoming the third
foreign customer for the Viper. 

In a March 12 contract announcement, the Naval Air Systems
Command awarded to Bell Textron of Fort Worth, Texas, a $455
million  “firm-fixed-price,  undefinitized  contract  for  the
production  and  delivery  of  12  AH-1Z  helicopters  for  the
government  of  Nigeria,  as  well  as  provides  associated
engineering,  program  management  and  logistics  support,  and
non-recurring engineering for obsolescence.” 

Deliveries  to  the  Nigerian  government  are  expected  to  be
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complete by July 2028. 

Bell built 189 AH-1Zs for the U.S. Marine Corps and 12 for
Bahrain, and is building four for the Czech Republic, along
with eight UH-1Y Venom utility helicopters. The Czech Republic
also is receiving free of charge six AH-1Zs and two UH-1Ys
that formerly were part of the U.S. Marine Corps’ inventory.

Marine Corps Returns MV-22 to
Flight Status

HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS – The Marine Corps returned its
MV-22s  to  flight  on  March  8,  following  Naval  Air  Systems
Command’s (NAVAIR) announcement that deemed the aircraft safe
to fly. 
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In  a  release  announcing  the  flight  clearance,  Naval  Air
Systems Command said, “This decision follows a meticulous and
data-driven approach prioritizing the safety of our aircrew.” 

The Nov. 29, 2023, crash of an Air Force CV-22 off the coast
of Japan remains under investigation. The tragic mishap is
what precipitated the temporary grounding of all services’
V-22s. The grounding provided time for a thorough review of
the mishap and formulation of risk mitigation controls to
assist with safely returning the V-22 to flight operations. 

The Marine Corps, after a thorough review of all available
engineering data and with revisions to the flight manual in
place, is now enacting a deliberate plan to return all 17
MV-22 squadrons to full capability. Close coordination among
key  senior  leaders  across  all  three  services,  the  Marine
Corps, Air Force, Navy and the Safety Investigation Board
(SIB)  has  been  paramount  in  formulating  the  comprehensive
review and return to flight plan, and this collaboration will
continue. 

The Marine Corps’ three-phased approach begins with a focus on
regaining basic flight currency, rebuilding units instructor
cadres, and achieving proficiency in Core and Basic skill
training for pilots and aircrew. After that, squadrons will
follow well-established training and readiness manuals to gain
proficiency in basic and advanced mission sets, demonstrating
their  ability  to  conduct  the  core  missions  of  an  MV-22
Squadron.   Finally,  squadrons  will  conduct  specific  pre-
deployment training for their next assigned mission, executing
the advanced, all-weather tactics that distinguish our MV-22
squadrons among other aviation capabilities and units.  The
second and third phases of this plan will vary in length, and
some units will extend into the late Spring or early Summer of
2024 before they return to operational capability.  

“The Marine Corps has confidence in the Osprey and we are
laser  focused  on  the  safety  and  mission  readiness  of  our



pilots and aircrew,” said Lt. Gen. Bradford J. Gering, Deputy
Commandant for Marine Corps Aviation.  “Our people have been
and will always be our top priority. The Air Force CV-22
mishap is a tragedy, and we honor the legacy of those eight
fallen service members by diligently and deliberately applying
what we have learned from that day as we return to flight
operations. We have worked extensively on plans and timelines
that support a deliberate, methodical, and safe return to
flight.  We  are  flying  the  Osprey  again  because  our
airworthiness  authority  cleared  it  for  flight,  because  we
trust  our  well-established  operational  risk  management
procedures, and most of all because we trust our professional
pilots, aircrew and maintainers to safely get this combat-
proven aircraft back into the fight.” 

Since mid-January, Marines in Africa have been flying the
MV-22 safely, under a very specific operationally necessary
banner. Those missions, in support of U.S. Africa Command
priorities, have been conducted safely and demonstrate the
range,  speed,  and  maneuverability  the  MV-22  provides  the
combatant commander. 

Lawmakers Stand Firm for 31
Amphibious Ship ‘Floor’
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Gen.  Mahoney  speaks  to  members  of  the  Amphibious  Warship
Industrial Base Coalition. Brett Davis
WASHINGTON ꟷ The U.S. Marine Corps needs a minimum of 31
amphibious ships and Congress is prepared to force the issue
if the Pentagon balks, lawmakers from the House and Senate
told  members  of  the  Amphibious  Warship  Industrial  Base
Coalition on March 7.

“Until they [the Marine Corps] can walk on water, we better be
building more ships,” said Rep. Rob Wittman (R-Virginia).

He and other lawmakers from both parties said amphibious ships
are critical for projecting both hard and soft power around
the world.

Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska) said a floor of 31 amphibious
ships is written into defense authorization, but a previous
Navy budget projection “never once” hit that 31 number. He
said Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Lisa Franchetti has
assured him the new one will.



“We’re going to make them build what the Marine Corps needs,”
Sullivan said.

Sen.  Roger  Wicker  (R-Missisippi)  said,  “this  is  the  most
dangerous  national  security  climate  we’ve  had  in  decades.
Thirty-one amphibs. Three hundred and fifty-five ships. Do the
right thing.”

Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin) said maintaining an adequate
amphibious fleet is “an issue of national security for all of
us.”

General Chris Mahoney, the assistant commandant of the U.S.
Marine Corps, also addressed the group and noted how easy it
is for adversaries to interfere with international shipping,
citing the attacks by Houthi rebels in the Red Sea.

“I’m going to remain in lockstep with the CNO when she says,
‘I need more players on the field,’” Mahoney said. “We need to
keep the [production] lines hot, multiple lines.”

Marine Commandant Returns to
Full Duty Status
March 5, 2024 

HEADQUARTERS, MARINE CORPS – The Commandant of the Marine
Corps, Gen. Eric M. Smith, has returned to full duty status
after recovering from an October 29 cardiac arrest. 

He resumed his full duties and authorities as the Commandant
effective March 5, 2024. 

The Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. Christopher
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J. Mahoney, who has been performing the duties of Commandant
since November 3, continues to serve in his role as Assistant
Commandant. 

General Smith and his family appreciate the full support of
Congress,  the  leadership  at  the  Department  of  Defense,
Department of the Navy, the Joint Force, and all who extended
them their well wishes during his recovery. 

SECNAV  Del  Toro  Travels  to
the  Indo-Pacific  to  Further
Maritime Cooperation, Explore
Opportunities  to  Enhance
Naval Capabilities
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24 February 2024 

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro travels to the Indo-
Pacific to meet with allies and partners to further maritime
cooperation,  explore  opportunities  to  collaborate  with  the
Republic of Korea (ROK) and Japan on commercial and Naval
shipbuilding, and engage with Sailors, Marines, and Department
of the Navy (DON) civilians forward deployed to the region. 

He  will  also  travel  to  Palau  for  a  series  of  strategic
engagements on the expanding relationship with that critically
important Compact of Free Association (COFA) state. 

Secretary Del Toro will meet with government officials in ROK
and Japan to reaffirm the DON’s long-standing partnership and
iron  clad  commitment  to  each.  He  will  engage  with  key
shipbuilding industry executives in the ROK and Japan and will
tour the world’s most technologically advanced and productive
shipyards to observe the power of integrated commercial and
naval shipbuilding and its potential for reviving America’s



maritime industrial shipbuilding capabilities and capacity. 

“We’re extremely thankful to both the ROK and Japan for being
the great allies that they are,” said Secretary Del Toro. “We
have a responsibility to have these conversations now to see
how  we  can  advance  our  interoperability  and  leverage  the
capabilities  and  capacities  of  our  collective  domestic
industrial capabilities in peacetime or if necessary, during
conflict.” 

The visit to three states critical to the protection of the
maritime commons is part of Secretary Del Toro’s Maritime
Statecraft  efforts  to  revive  the  maritime  power  of  the
nation’s shipbuilding and maintenance. It comes on the heels
of a visit to New York City, Feb. 22, where he announced
the creation  of  the  Maritime  Economic  Deterrence  Executive
Council (MEDEC), which is focused on mitigating adversarial
foreign investment risks, innovation and technology. 

The trip aligns with the Pentagon’s recently released National
Defense Industrial Strategy, which calls for venture capital
and new ideas to revive the U.S. industrial base. 

Pacific  Marines,  Philippine
Marines Meet for Annual Staff
Talks
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Christopher Oliver, left, assistant
chief of staff, G-5, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific, and
Philippine  Marine  Corps  Col.  Bayani  Curaming,  Chief  of
Philippine  Marine  Staff,  have  a  conversation  during  staff
talks on Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii, Feb. 13. U.S. Marine Corps |
Lance Cpl. Matthew Benfield
CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii – Senior leaders from U.S. Marine
Corps Forces, Pacific, and the Philippine Marine Corps held
their annual Marine-to-Marine Staff Talks here from Feb. 12 to
15.

The annual Marine-to-Marine Staff Talks are a key component of
the  U.S.-Philippine  defense  relationship.  They  serve  as  a
forum  for  senior  military  leaders  to  exchange  views  on
regional security issues and enhance bilateral cooperation.
The discussions from this week further reinforce the strong
and enduring bond between both nations and their commitment to
regional stability and security.

“The  importance  of  integrating  our  militaries  cannot  be



overstated,” stated Marine Corps Brigadier General Daniel L.
Shipley,  deputy  commander  of  U.S.  Marine  Corps  Forces,
Pacific. “Regular discussions, such as these staff talks, and
consistent  engagement  during  exercises  like  Balikatan  and
KAMANDAG, are key reasons why we are able to come together to
rapidly  support  each  other  as  we  are  currently  doing  in
Mindanao in response to the flooding.”

The annual event emphasized the significance of the U.S.-
Philippine military relationship and provided an opportunity
to  collaborate  on  common  interests.  During  the  three-day
meeting, leaders from both militaries discussed a variety of
topics  including  recent  experiences  with  amphibious
operations,  methods  of  modernizing  training,  and  advancing
capabilities  to  remain  ready  and  responsive  in  the  Indo-
Pacific region.

This year’s iteration focused heavily on the development of
the Republic of the Philippines-U.S. Mutual Defense Board-
Security  Engagement  Board  cycle  and  development  of  an
assessment model for current and future engagements. The MDB-
SEB  cycle  enhances  defense  cooperation  between  the  two
countries,  while  the  assessment  model  will  enhance
improvements to the readiness and capability of both forces.
This process helped compile a list of events for 2025 that
will serve as a foundation for the rest of the MDB-SEB cycle.

Representatives participating in the PMC-MARFORPAC Staff Talks
discussed  future  exercises  meant  to  strengthen
interoperability  between  the  two  services.  Militaries  from
both  countries  regularly  participate  in  a  variety  of
activities and exercises, such as Balikatan and KAMANDAG, to
mutually develop their defense capabilities while aligning to
common goals shared between both nations.

During the opening program, the Head of the Philippine Marine
Corps delegation, Col. Bayani V. Curaming, the Chief of Marine
Staff,  PMC,  emphasized  that  “everything  about  bilateral



engagements  between  the  two  Marine  Corps  should  be
contextualized  and  in-sync  with  realization  of  the
Archipelagic Defense and the Marine Corps’ Strategic Posturing
that goes with it.”

The U.S. and the Philippines have a long-standing diplomatic
relationship dating back to 1951, with the signing of the
Mutual Defense Treaty, which serves as the foundation for
close security cooperation. More than 70 years later, the two
nations continue to work closely together towards common goals
based on shared values and interests in the region.

Three-Star  Command  Lands  in
Norway  for  Exercise  Nordic
Response 24

By II MEF Communication Strategy and Operations, Feb. 15.
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2024 

On February 12th, the vanguard of the U.S. Marine Corps, II
Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) command element arrived at
Bardufoss  Air  Station,  Norway,  to  participate  in  NATO’s
exercise Nordic Response 24. As the Land Component Command
headquarters for the exercise, II MEF’s command element will
synchronize operations between the U.S. Marine Air-Ground Task
Force, Norwegian Army units and a combined Swedish and Finnish
Brigade under a NATO Joint Task Force. 

We’re looking forward to exercising with our Norwegian hosts,
NATO allies and partners,” remarked II MEF commanding general
Lt. Gen. David A. Ottignon. “There’s no place like the Nordic
countries to sharpen our warfighting skills.” 

Nordic Response 24 is part of the much larger NATO exercise
Steadfast  Defender  2024,  which  is  expected  to  involve
approximately 90,000 troops across Europe. According to U.S.
Army Gen. Christopher Cavoli, NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander
and  U.S.  Europe  Command  commander,  the  exercise  “will
demonstrate our unity, our strength, and our determination to
protect each other.” 

II MEF’s strategic deployment more than 6,500 kilometers from
its home base in the United States demonstrates the reach and
mobility  of  American  forces  available  to  defend  NATO’s
northern flank, if called upon. 

“Nothing is easy when you’re operating in several feet of
snow, at negative 40 degrees Fahrenheit, surrounded by 5,000-
foot mountain peaks,” Ottignon said. “But being a Marine isn’t
about doing what’s easy. It’s about being the best and being
prepared for the challenges of the future. This exercise in
this environment is designed to do just that by building on
the grit, skills, and determination within every Marine so
they can operate in any clime and place.” 

Around 2,500 U.S. Marines will join the exercise alongside



NATO allies and Sweden. The goal is to strengthen coordination
across air, ground, maritime and other domains into a unified
fighting force ready to respond to any threat. 

From  January  to  March  2024,  the  U.S.  Marines  and  their
Norwegian counterparts will work hand-in-hand with NATO allies
to hone tactics and procedures for winter warfare. Beyond
tactical  objectives,  the  exercise  signals  the  steadfast
solidarity allies share in defending collective security. 

“Norway is special to us. Our countries have been working
together for more than a century. II MEF has trained side-by-
side, strengthening bonds and operating as one cohesive team
in Norway during the last decade of Cold Response exercises,”
added Ottignon. “The Arctic is a fluid strategic place. It’s
important for our allies to know that we’re here today and
we’ll be here when needed to respond swiftly to any threat.” 

B-roll, imagery, and news stories of II MEF Marines preparing
for exercise Nordic Response 24 ca be found hyperlinked.  
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