
Sikorsky  Completes  Flight
Tests of Three Hellenic Navy
MH-60R Helicopters

OWEGO,  N.Y., Feb.  7,  2024  –  Sikorsky,  a  Lockheed  Martin
company,  has  completed  testing  of  the  integrated  mission
systems and sensors aboard three MH-60R Seahawk helicopters
purchased by the Hellenic Navy. 

Completed in early December 2023, the tests verify each MH-60R
aircraft  is  an  efficient  and  effective  air  weapon  system
capable of performing anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare
missions from land or naval ship. 

“Commonality of these Hellenic Navy MH-60R Seahawk aircraft
with 330 MH-60R and 250 MH-60S Seahawk aircraft, and with the
global Black Hawk helicopter fleet, enables Sikorsky and the
U.S. Navy to continue sustaining and upgrading this proven
weapon system for maximum threat deterrence and operational
capability,” said Sikorsky President Paul Lemmo. 

Greece  is  the  seventh  country  to  receive  the  U.S.  Navy’s
MH-60R maritime helicopter. In Europe, Denmark operates nine
MH-60R aircraft. Spain and Norway placed orders in 2023 for a

https://seapowermagazine.org/sikorsky-completes-flight-tests-of-three-hellenic-navy-mh-60r-helicopters/
https://seapowermagazine.org/sikorsky-completes-flight-tests-of-three-hellenic-navy-mh-60r-helicopters/
https://seapowermagazine.org/sikorsky-completes-flight-tests-of-three-hellenic-navy-mh-60r-helicopters/
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2023-10-12-Lockheed-Martin-Receives-Contract-Award-for-Eight-Spanish-Navy-MH-60R-SEAHAWK-Helicopters
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2023-10-26-Norway-to-Add-Sikorsky-MH-60R-Helicopters-for-Critical-Maritime-Missions


combined 14 MH-60R aircraft. 

Arrival in Greece 
The first three MH-60R aircraft will arrive in Greece during
2024  aboard  U.S.  Navy  transport  planes.  Four  additional
aircraft will arrive in 2025 to complete the Hellenic Navy’s
seven-aircraft purchase. 

Hellenic Navy MH-60R aircraft will join 11 existing S-70B
Seahawk aircraft at the Kotroni Naval Air Station. Known as
Aegean Hawks, the older maritime helicopters were acquired
direct from Sikorsky between 1994 and 2005. 

For more information about the MH-60R helicopter, visit our
website: lockheedmartin.com/mh-60. 

USS McFaul Returns Home from
8-Month Deployment
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By Commander, U.S. 2nd Fleet 

02 February 2024 

NAVAL  STATION  NORFOLK,  Virginia  ꟷ  The  Arleigh-Burke  class
guided-missile  destroyer  USS  McFaul  (DDG  74)  returned  to
Norfolk, Virginia, Jan. 4 after an eight-month deployment to
the Atlantic Ocean and U.S. 5th Fleet areas of operations. 
 
McFaul served as an independently deployed ship in the U.S.
5th Fleet area of operations and an air defense unit in the
Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group (GRFCSG) off the coast of
Israel.  McFaul  completed  34  Strait  of  Hormuz  transits  to
ensure  freedom  of  navigation  for  commercial  traffic  in  a
highly transited and politically sensitive area of the world.
McFaul also conducted 17 close escorts for maritime allies and
assets, in support of U.S. maritime security objectives in the
Middle East and Europe. 
 

http://www.surflant.usff.navy.mil/Press-Room/News-Stories/Author/101126/commander-us-2nd-fleet/


“USS McFaul is a family,” said Quartermaster 2nd Class Jose
Vispo, a member of the ship’s crew. “Through the adversity and
struggles, we still made it through with our chins held high.
I believe that we were able to get through this very long
deployment with such success because every member of the crew
is treated like a brother or a sister. That family mentality
turns any challenge, no matter how difficult, into a simple
task. I think McFaul answered the call just as our namesake
suggests: with courage, honor and sacrifice.” 
 
In 250 days, the crew of McFaul conducted 26 replenishments at
sea, sailed over 50,000 nautical miles and safely transferred
over 5,500,000 gallons of fuel. McFaul transited the Atlantic
Ocean and began patrols the Gulf of Oman and Southern Arabian
Gulf after transiting through the Suez Canal.  
 
“McFaul and Team 74 return to our families and loved ones
today from a record-setting eight-month deployment to Fifth
and  Sixth  Fleet  Areas  of  Responsibility,”  said  Commander
Antonia Shey, the commanding officer of McFaul. “During our
192 days in 5th Fleet, McFaul prevented the Iranian seizure of
two motor tankers, completed an unprecedented 34 Strait of
Hormuz transits, conducted rescue and assistance of distressed
mariners, and escorted numerous merchant vessels to ensure
free flow of commerce. Additionally, McFaul participated in
joint and bi-lateral exercises strengthening partnerships and
building relationships with five nations and the U.S. Air
Force.  The  grit,  determination,  and  hard  work  from  every
member  of  Team  74  contributed  to  McFaul’s  successful
deployment  and  I  could  not  be  prouder  of  Team  74.”  
 
McFaul crew conducted maritime security operations and engaged
with allied and partner nations in the 5th Fleet area of
operations. McFaul navigated throughout the region providing
assurance and deterring aggression, especially in the wake of
the  Oct.  7  terrorist  attacks  on  Israel.  While  conducting
patrols in the Gulf of Oman and Southern Arabian Gulf, McFaul



conducted more than 130 hours of UAV operations. McFaul also
hosted officers from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, participated
in joint operations with the U.S. Air Force, operated at sea
with a Qatari ship and joined bi-lateral exercises with the
Omanis in order to strengthen ties in the region.   
 
Strengthening partnerships during the deployment to the Naval
Forces  Central  Command  area  of  operations  builds  enduring
relationships  and  emphasizes  the  shared  commitment  to
promoting  safety  and  stability  within  the  region,  while
seeking  opportunities  to  enhance  interoperability  as  close
allies. 
 
The GRFCSG is on a scheduled deployment in the U.S. Naval
Forces Europe-Africa area of operations, employed by U.S. 6th
Fleet and U.S. 5th Fleet to defend U.S., allied, and partner
interests. 
 
The Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group is comprised of its
flagship and namesake, the Ford-class aircraft carrier USS
Gerald  R.  Ford  (CVN-78),  Carrier  Air  Wing  Eight  (CVW-8),
Destroyer  Squadron  Two  (DESRON-2),  the  Ticonderoga-class
guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG-60), and the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Ramage (DDG 61), USS
McFaul (DDG 74), and USS Thomas Hudner (DDG 116). 

USS  Normandy  Returns  Home
from 8-Month Deployment
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By Carrier Strike Group 12 Public Affairs 

NAVAL  STATION  NORFOLK,  Virginia  ꟷ  The  Ticonderoga-class
guided-missile  cruiser  USS  Normandy  (CG  60),  part  of  the
Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group (GRFCSG), returned to
homeport in Norfolk after an eight-month deployment to the
U.S. Naval Forces Europe area of operations, Jan. 20. 

Normandy steamed more 61,000 nautical miles while serving as
the air defense commander for the strike group. 

“From  the  North  Sea  to  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  this
deployment has enhanced and reinforced regional stability, as
we worked with our allies and partners to uphold our mutual
commitment  to  maritime  security,”  said  Captain  Errol  A.
Robinson, Normandy’s commanding officer. “Our Sailors expertly
executed  complex  multi-ship  maneuvers  with  our  allies  and
tactically  controlled  aircraft  and  the  airspace,  while
maintaining the material readiness of the ship.  During my two
tours aboard Normandy, as division officer and 23 years later
as her commanding officer, I can say that my Sailors’ tireless
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and exacting performance was in keeping with Normandy’s 34
years of superb service.” 

Over the course of 262 days, Normandy’s crew conducted over 40
replenishments-at-sea, and manned flight quarters 670 times.
Normandy’s  embarked  air  detachment,  the  “Spartans”  of
Helicopter  Maritime  Strike  Squadron  (HSM)  70,  flew  393
sorties, totaling 1,132 hours flown. 

Normandy’s  culinary  team  prepared  and  served  over  388,500
meals, which included over 68,619 pounds of fresh fruits and
vegetables, 4,382 pounds of steak, 10,520 hot dogs, 3,207
pounds of bacon, 89,000 individual eggs and 800 pounds of
coffee. 

 Throughout  deployment,  Normandy’s  crew  embraced  numerous
opportunities to strengthen partnerships with allied navies,
hosting crew exchanges with the U.K. royal navy Duke-class
frigate HMS Kent (F 78), the Italian navy Carlo Bergamini-
class frigate ITS Carabiniere (F 593), the Turkish navy Gabya-
class frigate TCG Gökçeada (F 494), and the first-in-class
Hellenic navy frigate HS Elli (F 450). In addition to these
crew exchanges, the 2023 deployment saw Normandy steam with
frigates of the Croatian, Dutch, French, Norwegian, Polish,
Spanish, and Swedish navies, demonstrating a shared commitment
to promoting safety and stability in Europe. 

Port visits in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations made
Normandy’s Sailors de facto ambassadors, as the ship moored in
Gothenburg, Sweden; Koper, Slovenia; Rijeka, Croatia; Aksaz,
Türkiye; Bar, Montenegro; and Athens, Greece. Office calls to
local  navy  leadership,  and  community  relations  events  in
nearly  every  country  Normandy  visited,  bolstered  valuable
partnerships.  In  Bar,  Montenegro,  Normandy  hosted  Nicole
Otallah,  the  charges  d’affaires  of  the  U.S.  embassy  in
Montenegro, at a reception for Montenegrin civil and military
leaders held on the ship’s flight deck. 



Following the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks on Israel from the Gaza
Strip,  Normandy  and  the  strike  group  were  ordered  to  the
Eastern Mediterranean by the secretary of defense to provide a
constant and stabilizing presence that would prevent regional
escalation of the conflict. 

“For  almost  70%  of  Normandy’s  crew,  this  was  their  first
deployment,” said Command Master Chief William Palmer. “That
did not deter them from seizing opportunities to excel and
gain further expertise in their fields. Normandy’s Sailors are
returning home more accomplished and more resilient, and their
families should be proud of the work they have done.” 
 
The GRFCSG is comprised of its flagship and namesake, the
Ford-class  aircraft  carrier  USS  Gerald  R.  Ford  (CVN  78),
Carrier  Air  Wing  Eight  (CVW-8),  Destroyer  Squadron  Two
(DESRON-2), the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS
Normandy (CG-60), and the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyers USS Ramage (DDG 61), USS McFaul (DDG 74), and USS
Thomas Hudner (DDG 116). 

The squadrons of CVW-8 embarked aboard Gerald R. Ford are the
“Tridents” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 9, the
“Spartans” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 70,
the “Bear Aces” of Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW)
124, the “Ragin’ Bulls” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 37,
the “Blacklions” of VFA-213, the “Golden Warriors” of VFA-87,
the “Tomcatters” of VFA-31, the “Gray Wolves” of Electronic
Attack  Squadron  (VAQ)  142,  and  the  “Rawhides”  of  Fleet
Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 40. 

  



SECNAV  Del  Toro  Stresses
DON’s  Support  of  Small
Businesses  During  National
8(a) Conference 

06 February 2024 

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro today spoke to hundreds
of small business owners at the National 8(a) Association
Small Business Conference in Atlanta, Feb. 6. 

The National 8(a) Association is a non-profit that provides
education  and  guidance  for  small  businesses  including
minority, aspiring, current and graduate 8(a), HUBZone, SDVOB,
VOSB, SDB, WOSB, DBE, and teaming partnerships. 

Secretary  Del  Toro  stressed  the  Department  of  the  Navy’s
Office  of  Small  Business  Program’s  (DON  OSBP)  proven

https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-del-toro-stresses-dons-support-of-small-businesses-during-national-8a-conference/
https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-del-toro-stresses-dons-support-of-small-businesses-during-national-8a-conference/
https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-del-toro-stresses-dons-support-of-small-businesses-during-national-8a-conference/
https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-del-toro-stresses-dons-support-of-small-businesses-during-national-8a-conference/


commitment  to  aggressively  expanding  small  business
opportunity  to  partner  with  the  DON  on  its  significant
procurement investments for goods and services. 

“In fiscal year 2023, we spent $20.1 billion on contracts with
small businesses, exceeding our target goal for the year by
over 17 percent,” said Secretary Del Toro. “Furthermore, we
exceeded our sub-category goals for service-disabled Veteran-
owned, women-owned, and HUBZone, and came within 0.04% of
meeting our small, disadvantaged business goal. And this year,
we are well on our way to meeting our goals, and we’re not
even at the halfway point, with billions of dollars committed
to contracts with small businesses across all categories.” 

Secretary Del Toro also discussed the importance the DON’s
puts on supporting the small business community. 

“The National 8(a) Association and other organizations like it
play a critical role in educating, guiding, and supporting
small businesses as they prepare to work with the federal
government, and we are grateful for the role they play in our
small business ecosystem,” said Secretary Del Toro. “From my
vantage point as Secretary of the Navy, a healthy, diverse
industrial base made up of companies of all sizes—founded by
American entrepreneurs from all walks of life—is absolutely
crucial to the success of our Navy and our Marine Corps.” 

Secretary Del Toro reiterated his commitment to working with
small businesses to provide the Navy and Marine Corps team
with the support, systems, and platforms needed to confront
the global challenges we face today. 

“Strengthening maritime dominance is focused on ensuring our
Sailors  and  Marines  have  the  right  mix  of  platforms  and
capabilities so that they are prepared to deter our nation’s
potential  adversaries,  and,  if  called  upon,  fight  and
decisively win our Nation’s wars,” said Secretary Del Toro.
“In terms of cutting-edge capabilities, we are working with



small businesses to secure our advantages in technology areas
such  as  artificial  intelligence  and  machine  learning,
cybersecurity,  and  unmanned  systems.  

Before leaving the conference in Atlanta, Secretary Del Toro
hosted a roundtable with about two dozen small business owners
to continue the dialogue on how small businesses and the DON
can support each other. 

“For  the  companies  represented  here  that  are  focused  on
improving the lives of our personnel, whether it be through
delivering world-class education and training, or providing
resources to support the health and resiliency of our Navy and
Marine Corps communities, we welcome the opportunity to learn
more  about  your  offerings  during  or  after  this  week’s
conference,”  said  Secretary  Del  Toro.  

Atlanta is the first leg a travel for Secretary Del Toro this
week.  Next,  he  travels  to  Puerto  Rico,  where  he  will
participate in a U.S. Department of Commerce Minority Business
Development  Agency  Business  Roundtable  and  a  joint  U.S.
Departments of Defense and Navy Business Roundtable. He’ll
also have key leader engagements and national call to service
events. 

Secretary  Del  Toro’s  full  remarks  from  the  National  8(a)
Association Small Business Conference can be found here. 

USS  Farragut  Returns  Home
Following Successful SOUTHCOM
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Deployment

By USNAVSOUTH/4TH FLEET PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

03 February 2024 

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT, Florida ꟷ Farragut, along with the
“Valkyries” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 50
Det 2 deployed in September 2023 to support Joint Interagency
Task Force (JIATF)-South’s counter-narcotics operations in the
Caribbean Sea. 
 
During the deployment, Farragut, with her embarked U.S. Coast
Guard  Law  Enforcement  Detachment  (LEDET),  apprehended  or
disrupted an estimated 1,770 kilograms of cocaine worth an
estimated  street  value  of  more  than  $44  million  and  the
detention of 18 suspected illicit drug runners. 
 
“Every Sailor and Coast Guardsmen had a role in this team
effort,” said Farragut Commanding Officer Cmdr. Tom Roberts.
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“We, alongside allies and partners, seized the opportunity to
advance  regional  and  strategic  objectives  in  the  area  of
operations, supporting our nation and our Navy. I could not be
more proud of our team and their accomplishments.” 
 
Farragut, the LEDET, and HSM 50 Det 2 conducted operations
with the Dominican Navy and British Royal Navy to assist with
the apprehension and transfer of personnel and cargo. Farragut
also conducted deck landing qualifications with Joint Task
Force Bravo (JTF-B) Soldiers, qualifying 18 UH-60A Black Hawk
helicopter pilots for maritime operations. 
 
Farragut’s port visits included Willemstad, Curacao, where the
ship hosted local students and military personnel to showcase
the capabilities of Farragut and discuss the daily lives of
Sailors onboard a U.S. naval warship. 
 
“The crew of USS Farragut demonstrated tremendous proficiency
and  professionalism  while  executing  theater  security
cooperation events and counter illicit trafficking operations
throughout  their  extended  4-month  deployment.”  said  Capt.
Bryan Gallo, Commodore of Task Force FOUR FIVE. 
 
CTF 45 is the U.S. 4th Fleet surface task force charged with
executing  combined  naval  operations,  building  and
strengthening regional maritime partnerships, and acting as a
DoD-ready  service  provider  to  JIATF-South  in  support  of
counter-illicit trafficking operations in Central and South
American waters. 
 
U.S.  Naval  Forces  Southern  Command/U.S.  4th  Fleet  is  the
trusted  maritime  partner  for  Caribbean,  Central  and  South
America maritime forces leading to improved unity, security
and stability. 



HII  Completes  Builder’s
Trials On Richard M. McCool
Jr. (LPD 29)

The amphibious transport dock ship Richard M. McCool Jr. (LPD
29). HII
PASCAGOULA, Mississippi ꟷ HII’s Ingalls Shipbuilding division
announced Feb. 1 the successful completion of builder’s sea
trials  for  the  amphibious  transport  dock  ship  Richard  M.
McCool Jr. (LPD 29). The San Antonio-class ship spent time in
the Gulf of Mexico testing all systems in preparation for the
remaining events that will occur prior to delivery of the
ship, expected to occur in the spring.

“Our shipbuilders have worked hard to get LPD 29 to sea,” said
Ingalls Shipbuilding Ship Program Manager Davianne Stokes. “We
are absolutely dedicated to get this important asset into the
hands of our Navy and Marine Corps partners.”
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Ingalls Shipbuilding has delivered 12 San Antonio-class ships
and  currently  has  three  LPDs  under  construction,
including Richard M. McCool Jr.; Harrisburg (LPD 30), the
first Flight II LPD; and Pittsburgh (LPD 31). LPD Flight II is
the  next  generation  amphibious  ship  to  replace  Whidbey
Island (LSD 41) and Harpers Ferry (LSD 49) classes of dock
landing ships.

In March 2023, Ingalls received a $1.3 billion modification to
a  previously  awarded  contract  from  the  U.S.  Navy  for  the
procurement of the detail design and construction of LPD 32,
named Philadelphia, the 16th ship in the San Antonio class and
the third LPD Flight II.

Amphibious transport dock ships are a major part of the Navy’s
21st century expeditionary force, deployed with a U.S. Marine
Corps Air-Ground Task Force for amphibious and expeditionary
crisis  response  operations  that  range  from  deterrence  and
joint-force enablement to humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief.

HII Awarded Advanced Planning
Contract  for  USS  Harry  S.
Truman RCOH
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USS Harry S. Truman. HII
NEWPORT  NEWS,  Virginia  ꟷ  HII  announced  its  Newport  News
Shipbuilding  division  was  awarded  an  advanced  planning
contract for the refueling and complex overhaul (RCOH) of the
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75).

The contract, which has the total potential value of $913
million,  includes  engineering,  design,  material  procurement
and fabrication, documentation, resource forecasting and pre-
overhaul inspections.

“Comprehensive planning is vitally important to the overall
success of an engineering and construction project of this
magnitude on the aircraft carriers that serve our nation,”
said Rob Check, NNS vice president of in-service aircraft
carrier programs. “This contract allows us to properly plan
for each step in the overhaul process, from preparing for the
ship’s arrival at NNS to its redelivery back to the Navy, so
that Harry S. Truman and its Sailors can continue to protect
peace and prosperity around the world.”

Christened  in  1996  and  delivered  to  the  Navy  in  1998,
USS Harry S. Truman will be the eighth Nimitz-class carrier to
undergo  RCOH,  representing  35%  of  all  maintenance  and



modernization completed during its 50-year service life.

Houthi  Actions  Threaten
Economic  Security  of  US,
allies, Del Toro Says

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro speaks with Marines,
Sailors and civilians from U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart during
a  visit  to  U.S.  Army  Garrison  Panzer  Kaserne,  Stuttgart,
Germany, Jan. 22. U.S. Marine Corps | Cpl. Jacob Richardson
LONDON ꟷ Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro defended recent
U.S. and allied military actions against Houthi militants in
the Red Sea, saying Houthi strikes against commercial shipping
threaten freedom of navigation and the economic security of
the United States and its allies.
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“Iran ꟷ through its Houthi proxies ꟷ aims to impose real
economic costs on the rest of the world by increasing shipping
costs and maritime insurance rates, as well as the time it
takes goods to reach their intended ports,” Del Toro said in a
speech  at  the  Royal  United  Services  Institute  here,  the
world’s oldest defense and security think tank.

“Make no mistake, these costs aren’t borne by Iran. Rather,
they  are  a  burden  on  the  everyday  American,  Briton,  and
European, and are paid for at the gas pump, at the grocery
store, at the pharmacy, not to mention the delays in the
shipping of everyday household items.

“The  Houthis’  actions  in  the  Red  Sea  are  sending
reverberations  across  the  global  economy  and  are  felt  in
almost every facet of our lives.”

He also noted they have come at a direct cost in U.S. Navy
lives, as this week the service suspended the search for two
missing  Navy  SEALs,  Petty  Officer  First  Class  Christopher
Chambers and Petty Officer Second Class Nathan Ingram, who
were  attempting  to  intercept  Iranian  lethal  aid  to  the
Houthis.

“We  will  honor  these  men  and  their  ultimate  sacrifice  by
continuing to counter Iran’s malign actions in our shared
maritime commons as they attempt to spread their influence
across the region, and across the world,” Del Toro said.

The Navy secretary spoke in London after first visiting allies
in Germany and meeting with leaders from U.S. Africa Command
and European Command. He said future security in the Atlantic
hinges  on  the  ability  of  the  allies  to  address  common
challenges  in  the  maritime  domain.

“These challenges include adapting to the effects of climate
change,  deterring  piracy,  combatting  narcotics  and  human
trafficking,  and  countering  illegal,  unregulated  and
unreported  fishing,”  he  said.



“We are committed to working with all of our Atlantic partners
and allies ꟷ across Europe, Africa, as well as North, Central,
and South America ꟷ to achieve lasting solutions that preserve
our shared maritime economic resources. And as we look across
the Atlantic, it is imperative that we also give due attention
to the increased activity in the Arctic region.”

China’s “aggressive” foreign policy and illegal territorial
claims are also threats, which will be challenged by the AUKUS
security partnership between the U.S., the U.K. and Australia,
which  aims  to  equip  Australia  with  new  nuclear-powered
submarines.

“As part of AUKUS, we will also begin deploying Virginia and
Astute-Class submarines to Australia as a part of Submarine
Rotational Force-West, based out of HMAS Stirling, providing a
constant, forward presence of our undersea fleets,” Del Toro
said.

Our presence at HMAS Stirling will be essential for developing
vital skills necessary to establish, operate, and sustain the
Royal  Australian  Navy’s  future  nuclear-powered  submarine
fleet.

Navy  Launches  Wi-Fi  Pilot
Program  at  Select  Virginia
Installations
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The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Normandy (CG
60) returns to Naval Station Norfolk following an eight-month
deployment,  Jan.  20.  Naval  Station  Norfolk  is  one  of  the
locations for a new free Wi-Fi pilot program. U.S. Navy | Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Anderson W. Branch
WASHINGTON ꟷ Free Wi-Fi is expected to provide Sailors access
to virtual entertainment as well as online training and higher
education  courses  without  having  to  pay  out  of  their  own
pockets.

To determine if free Wi-Fi meets the needs and desires of
Sailors  residing  in  unaccompanied  housing,  the  Navy  is
launching a pilot program at installations located in the
Hampton Roads area of Virginia. Rollout will be completed by
the end of February 2024.

“Conducting a pilot program will help us learn and ensure we
deliver a service our Sailors will use and find value added.
As we learn throughout the process, we will identify barriers
and refine the Wi-Fi service before rolling it out to the
wider  Navy,”  said  Vice  Adm.  Scott  Gray,  Commander,  Navy



Installations Command (CNIC). “It is important we get it right
to focus our precious resources to greatest effect.”

Sailors residing at 12 permanent party unaccompanied housing
located onboard Naval Station Norfolk, Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth and Norfolk Naval Shipyard will be able to access
high speed Wi-Fi in their rooms and in common areas at no
cost. Sailors desiring higher speed internet service may elect
to pay an additional surcharge for augmented services or opt
out altogether.

“We are excited to launch the Wi-Fi pilot program, and we are
hoping  Sailors  find  it  useful  and  valuable  to  both  their
entertainment  and  career  development  needs,”  said  Leslie
Gould, director of CNIC’s Fleet and Family Readiness, which is
spearheading  the  pilot.  “In  addition  to  having  access  to
online  games,  shows,  and  movies,  Sailors  will  be  able  to
complete required training, such as their General Military
Training  (GMT),  and  even  take  online  courses  offered  by
universities or colleges.”

Content  accessed  via  the  free  Wi-Fi  and  subsidized  speed
upgrades  will  be  filtered  to  prevent  access  to  sites
containing illegal activity, pornography, or gambling. Prices
are as follows:

30Mbps download/5Mbps upload – Free (unlimited devices)
60 Mbps/5 Mbps – weekly on demand $10; month-to-month
$20 (limited to 5 devices)
100 Mbps/10 Mbps – weekly on demand $15; month-to-month
$30 (limited to 5 devices)

In addition to the above speed and rate charges, Sailors have
the  option  to  access  unfiltered  internet  content  for  the
following rates:

10 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload – weekly on demand $19.95



(limited to 1 device)
30 Mbps/5 Mbps – weekly on demand $34.95 (limited to 1
device); month-to-month $49.95 (limited to 3 devices)
60 Mbps/5 Mbps – month-to-month $59.95 (limited to 5
devices)
100 Mbps/10 Mbps – month-to-month $79.95 (limited to 5
devices)

The pilot program will wrap up at the end of September at
which time the Navy will assess the success of the pilot based
largely on Sailor utilization and feedback.

The Wi-Fi pilot is part of a new and larger program called the
Virtual Single Sailor Program, which directly supports the
Quality  of  Service  of  Sailors.  The  Virtual  Single  Sailor
Program, or VSSP for short, enhances the lifestyle of the
modern  Sailor  by  providing  a  new  virtual  entertainment
environment  while  supporting  their  overall  health  through
access to fitness and nutrition content and other virtual
resources. The VSSP website (www.NavyMWRSingleSailor.com) will
go live on January 30.

Data  Link  Solutions  to
Provide BAE Systems’ FireNet
Tactical Systems for US Navy
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FireNet  enables  Joint  All  Domain  Command  and  Control
operations and will be provided to the U.S. Navy. BAE Systems
WAYNE, N.J. — The U.S. Navy has awarded Data Link Solutions, a
joint venture between BAE Systems and Rockwell Collins Inc., a
contract to provide small form factor Link 16 radios, which
will be fulfilled using BAE Systems’ FireNet Link 16 tactical
systems.

FireNet is a scalable, secure, and open system architecture
communications solution with a unified tactical network to
enable Joint All Domain Command and Control operations.

“We  have  developed  a  first-of-its  kind  small  form  factor
system that enables full Link 16 connectivity. FireNet is
scalable and modular to give our service men and women a
battlefield advantage in network-centric environments across
domains,”  said  Amber  Dolan,  director  of  Adaptive
Communications  and  Sensing  at  BAE  Systems.  “Using  the
government’s  program  of  record  waveform,  we  can  reduce
lifecycle  costs,  quickly  deliver  updated  capabilities,  and
enhance  mission  survivability  across  manned  and  unmanned
fleets.”



The FireNet system is Crypto Modernization 1 compliant and
offers the highest transmit power available in a SFF radio for
current and future fleets. The system addresses size, weight,
power, and cost demands and its applications can extend across
rotary-wing aircraft, unmanned vehicles, maritime vessels and
space platforms. It enables additional line-of-sight voice,
data and network communications from very high frequency to S-
Band.

Work on the FireNet system will take place at BAE Systems’
Wayne, New Jersey; Austin, Texas; Fort Wayne, Indiana; and
Hudson, New Hampshire sites. Qualification and certification
will begin in 2024.


