
USS  SAN  JACINTO  (CG-56)
DECOMMISSIONS,  HONORING  35
YEARS OF SERVICE

Release from U.S. Fleet Forces Command 

***** 

16 September 2023 

NORFOLK, Virginia – USS San Jacinto (CG-56) honored more than
three  decades  of  naval  service  during  a  decommissioning
ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk, Sept. 15. 
 
Vice  Adm.  Jim  Kilby,  deputy  commander,  U.S.  Fleet  Forces
Command, who previously served two tours aboard San Jacinto,
presided over the ceremony and provided keynote remarks. 
 
“When we serve on a ship, it becomes part of us, I mean who we
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are, how we think, and how we conduct ourselves.” said Vice
Adm. Kilby. “San Jacinto is the most formative and significant
ship I have ever served on. I worked for five consecutive
commanding  officers,  as  Operations  Officers  and  Executive
Officer. I owe San Jacinto and many of you an unpayable debt
of gratitude.” 
 
Capt. Christopher E. Marvin, who served as the twentieth and
final commanding officer of San Jacinto, oversaw a crew of 30
officers and 300 enlisted members, and led the warship during
their final deployment in the Mediterranean Sea as part of the
Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike Group in support of U.S. 6th
Fleet and NATO exercises in 2022. 
 
“The professionalism and warfighting excellence San Jacinto
has imparted on those that have served aboard over 35 years
will provide an enduring legacy and serve the Navy and nation
for years to come.” 
 
San Jacinto is the tenth Ticonderoga-Class cruiser, and the
third warship in the Navy named for the Battle of San Jacinto.
The first San Jacinto was a frigate built in 1851, fought in
the Civil War for the Union, and was sold in 1871. The second
San  Jacinto  (CVL  30)  was  an  aircraft  carrier  that  was
commissioned  Nov.  15,  1943,  fought  in  WWII  and  was
decommissioned  March  1,  1947.  
 
The San Jacinto’s construction began Oct. 5, 1984, at Ingalls
Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, Mississippi. Her keel was laid
July  24,  1985.  She  was  launched  on  Nov.  14,  1986,  and
christened Jan. 24, 1987 by the warship’s sponsor, Dr. Wendy
Lee Gramm, wife of United States Senator from Texas, Phil
Gramm. 
 
San Jacinto was commissioned on Jan. 23, 1988, in Houston,
Texas, by then-Vice President George H.W. Bush, who himself
served aboard the second San Jacinto (CVL 30) during World War



II. 
 
Since  her  maiden  deployment  in  1989,  the  warship  has
demonstrated the combat credibility of our Navy and has served
as  an  exemplar  for  the  Navy’s  mission  to  defend  freedom,
preserve  economic  prosperity,  and  keep  the  seas  open  and
free. 
 
In August 1990, she executed short-fused deployment in support
of Operation Desert Shield, where she served as Red Sea Battle
Force  Anti-Air  Warfare  Commander  and  launched  the  first
Tomahawk  Cruise  missiles  ever  fired  in  combat  during  the
opening salvos of Operation Desert Storm. 
 
Other  operation  highlights  include:  directly  supporting
Operations  Southern  Watch,  Inherent  Resolve,  and  Iraqi
Freedom; counter terrorism operations following the September
11  attacks;  various  maritime  interdiction  and  interception
operations;  humanitarian  assistance  and  disaster  relief
efforts as well as a sustained focus on partnership building
during multi-national, Joint, and NATO exercises. 
 
In January 2020, she deployed as a part of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower strike group to the Arabian Sea, breaking the U.S.
Navy record for consecutive days at sea at 206. 
 
The name San Jacinto honors the April 21, 1836 battle by the
San Jacinto River in Texas, where Gen. Sam Houston and his
greatly outnumbered Texas soldiers won independence for the
Republic of Texas, decisively defeating Gen. Santa Anna and
his 1,200-1,500 man Mexican Army. Houston made an eloquent
speech to his troops, closing with inspiring words, “Victory
is certain! … Remember the Alamo!” 
 
Embodying that same toughness, grit, and tenacity, San Jacinto
Sailors adopted this same mantra. 
 



“Throughout her service, San Jacinto executed 16 deployments,
many availabilities, and as many training cycles. She was
upgraded  with  the  latest  combat  systems,  her  crew
professionally trained over her life to continue to be a true
lynchpin in our Fleet,” said Kilby. “By my rough estimates she
has had over 6,000 Sailors serve on her and steamed over
500,000  nautical  miles  during  deployments.  She  earned  15
Battle E’s as a testament to her sustained excellence. San
Jacinto’s legacy is a tribute to her crews, all of us, she
certainly lived up to her motto, “Victory is Certain.” 
 
In the warship’s storied 35 years of service, her crew has
been  awarded  the  Chief  of  Naval  Operations  Commendation,
Humanitarian  Service  Medal,  Southwest  Asia  Service  Medal,
Joint Meritorious Unit Commendation, Secretary of the Navy
Letter of Commendation, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Armed Forces Service
Medal,  Navy  Unit  Commendation,  Presidential  Unit  Citation,
Meritorious Unit Commendation, and Navy E Ribbon. 
 
San  Jacinto  will  be  inactivated  and  towed  to  the  Navy’s
Inactive  Ship  Maintenance  Facility  in  Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania where they will be in a Logistic Support Asset
(LSA) status. 
 
For more news from Commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic,
visit  www.navy.mil/local/cnsp/,
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/COMNAVSURFLANT,  and
https://www.surflant.usff.navy.mil/.
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SECNAV  Names  Ship  After
American Abolitionist, Social
Activist Harriet Tubman

CHURCH CREEK, MD, UNITED STATES 

09.17.2023 

Office of the Secretary of the Navy   

Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Carlos Del Toro announced today
that he named a U.S. Navy ship after American abolitionist and
social activist Harriet Tubman, Sept. 17. 
 
SECNAV Del Toro made the announcement during an Emancipation
Celebration  at  Harriet  Tubman  Underground  Railroad  Visitor
Center in Church Creek, Md. National Park Service Director
Chuck Sams, who is also a U.S. Navy veteran, joined Secretary
Del Toro for the announcement at the park. 
 

https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-names-ship-after-american-abolitionist-social-activist-harriet-tubman/
https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-names-ship-after-american-abolitionist-social-activist-harriet-tubman/
https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-names-ship-after-american-abolitionist-social-activist-harriet-tubman/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/SECNAV


The  future  USNS  Harriet  Tubman  (T-AO  213)  follows  the
tradition of naming John Lewis-class oilers after civil rights
leaders and is the second vessel to bear her name. The first
was a Liberty ship built in the United States during World War
II. 
 
“It’s an honor to maintain the naming tradition for our John
Lewis-class oilers, and Harriet Tubman is more than deserving
of  this  recognition,”  said  Del  Toro.  “She  was  born  into
unimaginable  circumstances,  but  she  dedicated  her  life  to
facing great danger and adversity, becoming a ‘conductor of
freedom’, helping others escape slavery. In addition, during
the Civil War, Tubman was the first African American woman to
serve  formally  in  the  military.  Her  legacy  deserves  our
nation’s continued recognition, and our fleet benefits from
having her name emblazoned on the hull of one of our great
ships.” 
 
Born into slavery on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, in 1822, Tubman
was named Araminta by her enslaved parents, Ben and Rit Ross.
She changed her name to Harriet after marrying freeman John
Tubman  in  1844.  Tubman  escaped  slavery  in  1849,  when  her
enslaver died and she was to be sold. Sept. 17, 1849, marks
the day Harriet Tubman made the important decision to self-
liberate. It was this date that she and her brothers Ben and
Henry ran away; however, after a couple of weeks into their
journey her brothers “disagreed with her about directions” and
succumbed to the fear of being captured and convinced her to
return with them. Tubman left a second time later that fall
(exact date unknown) and reached freedom in Philadelphia. 
 
In the ensuing years, she undertook numerous missions south to
help at least 70 men, women, and children escape slavery.
Known as “Moses,” Tubman became an iconic figure during the
American Civil War, serving as a Union spy, scout, nurse and
cook. In June 1863, she helped plan and execute a successful
raid  on  Combahee  Ferry  near  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,



guiding Union naval steamships carrying 300 Black troops of
the 2nd Carolina Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Colored). The
raid resulted in the liberation of more than 750 enslaved
people.  After  the  war,  she  continued  to  advocate  for  the
rights of African Americans and women, speaking at a number of
women’s suffrage events alongside Susan B. Anthony. Tubman
died in 1913 and was buried at Fort Hill Cemetery in Auburn,
New York. 
 
“This tribute commemorates the powerful legacy of one of our
country’s most selfless heroes,” said National Park Service
Director Chuck Sams. “The Underground Railroad’s most famous
conductor was devoted to the cause of ensuring freedom for all
despite personal sacrifice and risk. A true role model for the
sailors  who  will  serve  on  the  USNS  Harriet  Tubman,  her
passion, courage and intelligence empowered her to overcome
extreme obstacles for the benefit of others.” 
 
Along with the ship’s name, Del Toro also announced that the
ship’s sponsor will be Tina Wyatt, the great, great, great
grandniece of Harriet Tubman. The ship’s sponsor represents a
lifelong relationship with the ship and crew. Wyatt has spent
her life helping others as a nurse and also educating and
sharing the legacy of Harriet Tubman. 
 
“Harriet Ross Tubman is a symbol of faith, freedom, family,
democracy and love. Aunt Harriet’s legacy is an inspiration to
a  higher  calling  within  us  all,  and  overall,  how  we  are
enabled by sharing love for others and self. It is her supply
from God that she had been able to supply others throughout
her lifetime and still, her footprint lives on and supplies us
now. Such a strong and dazzling example of symbolism in her
honor, the naming of an oiler, a ship that supplies other
ships with fuel and cargo to function at its highest level, is
an example of what she gave in life and continues to give,”
said Wyatt. 
 



The future USNS Harriet Tubman is the ninth ship of the John
Lewis-class. The class and lead ship are named in honor of the
late civil rights icon Rep. John Lewis from Georgia. 
 
The ships are designed to supply fuel to the Navy’s operating
carrier strike groups. The oilers have the ability to carry a
load of 162,000 barrels of oil and maintain significant dry
cargo capacity 
 
Find  more  information  about  Fleet  Replenishment  Oilers
online: 
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Ar
ticle/2222909/fleet-replenishment-oilers-t-ao/ 
 
Find more information about Harriet Tubman at the following: 
•  Harriet  Tubman  Underground  Railroad  National  Historical
Park 
https://www.nps.gov/hatu/index.htm 
• Harriet Tubman UGRR 
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/pages/eastern/tubman.aspx
 
• Harriet Tubman Byway 
https://harriettubmanbyway.org/ 

Navy  to  Commission  Future
Littoral  Combat  Ship
Marinette 
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Release from the U.S. Department of Defense

***** 

Sept. 15, 2023 

The Navy will commission the future USS Marinette (LCS 25) as
the newest Freedom-variant littoral combat ship (LCS) during a
10:00 a.m. CST ceremony on Saturday, Sept. 16, in Menominee,
Michigan. 

The Honorable Mike Gallagher, U.S. Representative, Wisconsin’s
8th  District,  will  deliver  the  commissioning  ceremony’s
principal  address.  Remarks  will  also  be  provided  by  the
Honorable Russell Rumbaugh, Assistant Secretary of the Navy
for Financial Management and Comptroller; Vice Admiral Darse
E. Crandall, Jr., Judge Advocate General of the Navy; the
Honorable Jean Stegeman, Mayor of Menominee, Michigan; the
Honorable Steve Genisot, Mayor of Marinette, Wisconsin; and
Mr. Chauncey McIntosh, Vice President and General Manager,
Lockheed Martin Integrated Warfare Systems and Sensors.  The
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ship’s sponsor is the Honorable Jennifer Granholm, Secretary,
U.S. Department of Energy.  

LCS 25 is the 13th Freedom-variant LCS, the 25th in the class.
She is the first naval warship to bear the name of Marinette,
Michigan and the third naval vessel. Marinette (YTB-791) and
Marinette  County  (LST  953)  were  previously  named  for  the
community. Marinette received its name on Sept. 22, 2016. The
name recognizes the contributions of her namesake town and the
great shipbuilders who bring these ships to life, ensuring
they are ready to accomplish mission tasking in support our
nation’s maritime strategy.  

The LCS class consists of two variants, the Freedom and the
Independence,  designed  and  built  by  two  industry  teams.
Lockheed  Martin  leads  the  Freedom-variant  team,  the  odd-
numbered hulls, in Marinette, Wisconsin.  Austal USA leads the
Independence-variant team in Mobile, Alabama, for LCS 6 and
the subsequent even-numbered hulls.  

Littoral  combat  ships  are  fast,  optimally-manned,  mission-
tailored surface combatants that operate in near-shore and
open-ocean environments, winning against 21st-century coastal
threats.  LCS  integrate  with  joint,  combined,  manned  and
unmanned teams to support forward-presence, maritime security,
sea control and deterrence missions around the globe. 

The  ceremony  will  be  live  streamed
at: www.dvidshub.net/webcast/31728.  The  link  becomes  active
approximately ten minutes prior to the event (9:50 a.m. CST). 

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information on the littoral combat ship
program  can  be  found
at: https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFile
s/Article/2171607/littoral-combat-ship-class-lcs/ 
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U.S. Naval Forces Europe and
Danish  Defense  Forces  Train
on  SM-6  Missile  Launcher
Together 

ATLANTIC OCEAN (May 26, 2021) The Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS Paul Ignatius (DDG 117) launches an SM-3
missile during exercise At-Sea Demo/Formidable Shield, May 26,
2021.  Exercise  At-Sea  Demo/Formidable  Shield,  conducted  by
Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO on behalf of U.S. 6th
Fleet,  is  a  live-fire  integrated  air  and  missile  defense
(IAMD) exercise that improves Allied interoperability using
NATO  command  and  control  reporting  structures.  (U.S.  Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nathan T.
Beard)
Release from U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa / U.S. Sixth
Fleet Public Affairs 
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***** 

Sept. 15, 2023 

BORNHOLM, Denmark  –   

In  a  demonstration  of  ongoing  commitment  to  transatlantic
security  and  defense  interoperability,  U.S.  Naval  Forces
Europe, in conjunction with the Danish Defense Forces, will be
conducting advanced convoy protection drills using the state-
of-the-art, modular SM-6 missile launcher beginning the week
of Sept. 18 in Bornholm, Denmark. 

The SM-6 missile system stands as a testament to advanced
defense technology. It possesses the capability to intercept
airborne  threats,  including  the  critical  interception  of
ballistic missiles during their terminal phase of flight. The
missile’s dual-capability design ensures precision engagement
of both stationary terrestrial targets and dynamic maritime
adversaries.  The  containerized  configuration  of  the  SM-6
launcher  augments  the  U.S.  Navy’s  operational  flexibility,
facilitating  rapid  deployment  and  utilization  in  diverse
theaters of operation, thereby underlining the commitment of
the United States to ensure the security interests of itself
and its allies. 

By conducting these operations from Danish soil, the United
States reaffirms the strategic importance of Denmark as a key
ally in ensuring regional stability. This exercise further
solidifies the enduring defense partnership between the U.S.
and  Denmark,  emphasizing  our  joint  dedication  to  mutual
security objectives and cooperative defense efforts. 



USS  Canberra  Commissioning
Touched Hearts
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The rare commissioning abroad brought people together from
across the globe. 

It’s always a special occasion when a new ship is commissioned
and brought to life with crew, family, and friends, but the
recent  commissioning  of  the  USS  Canberra  (LCS  30)  was
particularly meaningful. Seapower recently got the scuttlebutt
from Ron Spence, Commissioning Committee Gift Coordinator and
learned a little more about how this particular commissioning
was celebrated.  

While nearly every commissioning involves recognition of those
designated as plank owners, the individuals honored with that
title for the Canberra received something extra special. “The
plank owners’ plaques were made by a gentleman names Joseph
Nolin,  a  native  citizen  from  Australia  who  now  lives  in
Portland, Oregon,” said Spence. “His company, Lumberjack Wood
Products, custom made these plaques from authentic Australian
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Beech wood that Mr. Nolin brought from Australia.” 

Spence said, “I felt having them made from Australian wood, by
a native from Australia in the shape of the continent of
Australia  was  very  special  and  a  great  way  to  honor  the
commissioning.” 

“I have seen many plank owners’ plaques, but nothing as unique
as this one,” he said. 

The Commissioning Committee also hosted a watch party in San
Diego, attended by friends, families, and supporters of the of
the new LCS, including many members of the United States Navy
League,  which  has  a  long  history  of  supporting  and  ship
commissionings. “It was a wonderful experience,” said Spence,
“especially when we heard family members say, ‘there is my
daddy on TV.’”  

“All of the events and gifts were put together by the women
and men of the Commissioning Committee,” said Spence. Many of
the members responsible had never met in person, “but they
came together from across the globe to help make this a most
memorable event,” he said.  

“Something such as this had never been done before, but it was
done, and done right,” Spence said. 

Northrop Grumman MQ-4C Triton
Achieves  Initial  Operating
Capability with the US Navy
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The multi-intelligence MQ-4C Triton uncrewed aircraft provides
an unprecedented amount of information to support critical
decision making. (Photo Credit: Northrop Grumman) 

Release from Northrop Grumman 

***** 

SAN DIEGO – Sept. 14, 2023 – Northrop Grumman Corporation’s
(NYSE: NOC) multi-intelligence MQ-4C Triton uncrewed aircraft
achieved a declaration of initial operating capability (IOC)
by the U.S. Navy.   

MQ-4C Triton is the U.S. Navy’s only uncrewed, high-
altitude, long-endurance aircraft performing persistent
maritime intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance and
targeting.  The  U.S.  Navy  recently  announced  IOC  for
Triton. 
Since  achieving  early  operational  capability  in  May
2020, the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet employed Triton in
the  U.S.  Indo-Pacific  Command  area  of  responsibility
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conducting maritime and reconnaissance missions. 
Northrop Grumman has delivered five multi-intelligence
Triton  aircraft  to  the  U.S.  Navy,  with  the  latest
delivered June 2023. 

Experts: 

Rho Cauley Bruner, director, Triton program, Northrop Grumman:
“Triton has proven to be invaluable for the maritime patrol
and reconnaissance mission in the Indo-Pacific. Now that the
system has achieved initial operating capability, commanders
will be able to fully leverage Triton’s powerful sensor suite
to detect and deter potential adversaries around the world.” 

Capt.  Josh  Guerre,  Persistent  Maritime  Unmanned  Aircraft
Systems  program  manager,  U.S.  Navy:  “Persistent  global
maritime awareness is central to deterring, or competing and
winning against, our adversaries. Triton ensures we’re making
informed decisions and effectively operating anywhere in the
world.” 

Details on MQ-4C Triton:  

Built for the U.S. Navy and Royal Australian Air Force, the
multi-intelligence  MQ-4C  Triton  supports  a  wide  range  of
missions  including  maritime  patrol,  signals  intelligence,
search and rescue and communications relay. These aircraft
provide  commanders  with  persistent  surveillance  for  the
prediction  of  an  adversary’s  behavior  and  enabling  better
planning,  greatly  enhancing  joint  military  responses  and
operations. 

With  an  operating  altitude  greater  than  50,000  feet  and
endurance  of  24  hours,  Triton  provides  continuous
communications relay to keep a distributed Navy connected,
while  ensuring  commanders  are  operating  off  a  common
operational  picture. Its  unparalleled,  long-range  sensors
allow it to detect, classify and track maritime targets well
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outside  the  detection  of  enemy  ships  and  surface-to-air
missiles. 

In  one  24-hour  mission,  Triton  can  survey  four  million
nautical miles.  

SAILDRONES  SET  SAIL  IN
SUPPORT OF U.S. 4TH FLEET’S
OPERATION WINDWARD STACK

230913-N-N3764-1001 NAVAL STATION KEY WEST, Fl. – (Sept. 13, 2023)
— Commercial operators deploy Saildrone Voyager Unmanned Surface
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Vessels (USVs) out to sea in the initial steps of U.S. 4th Fleet’s
Operation Windward Stack during a launch from Naval Air Station
Key West’s Mole Pier and Truman Harbor, Sept. 13, 2023.
Release from U.S. Fourth Fleet 

***** 

KEY WEST, Florida – Launched from Naval Air Station Key West’s
Mole Pier and Truman Harbor, the Saildrones’ mission once on
station is to improve maritime domain awareness, or MDA, by
detecting and quantifying targets that pass within range of
the Saildrones’ sensors. 
 
Operation Windward Stack is a long-term operation of unmanned
and manned forces working together, also known as a hybrid
fleet, as envisioned by the Secretary of the Navy and the
Chief  of  Naval  Operations.  Windward  Stack  is  part  of  4th
Fleet’s unmanned integration campaign, which provides the Navy
a region to experiment with and operate unmanned systems in a
permissive  environment,  develop  Tactics,  Techniques,  and
Procedures (TTPs) against near-peer competitors, and refine
manned and unmanned Command and Control (C2) infrastructure,
all designed to move the Navy to the hybrid fleet. 
 
First, operators and watchstanders at U.S. 4th Fleet will
conduct tests and coordinate information flow as the solar-
powered  Saildrones  sail  into  the  Caribbean.  “Operation
Windward  Stack  begins  with  testing  as  we  integrate  the
information we receive from the Saildrones into our fleet
command center to further increase maritime domain awareness
in the U.S. Southern Command Area of Responsibility (AOR),”
said Lt. Cmdr. John Clark, U.S. 4th Fleet’s Current Operations
(COPS) Director. “We will eventually have the opportunity to
work  through  the  command  and  control  of  both  manned  and
unmanned forces operating throughout our region.” 
 
The 10 Saildrones will serve as the initial unmanned vessels
in the operation. Plans are to add additional USVs, unmanned

https://www.usff.navy.mil/Press-Room/News-Stories/Article/3526077/saildrones-set-sail-in-support-of-us-4th-fleets-operation-windward-stack/


aerial vehicles (UAVs) and manned maritime forces over the
next few months to further challenge C2 integration and to
expand the MDA coverage. 
 
“We were able to demonstrate coordinated operations of manned
and  unmanned  forces  during  UNITAS  LXIV,  a  multinational
maritime exercise, but that was for a relatively short time,”
said Capt. David Fowler, U.S. 4th Fleet Maritime Operations
Center (MOC) Director. “With Windward Stack, we’re going to
coordinate these operations for many months. That is how we
will truly learn what these unmanned vessels can do for us on
a day-to-day basis.” 
 
U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet supports
USSOUTHCOM’s  joint  and  combined  military  operations  by
employing  maritime  forces  in  cooperative  maritime  security
operations to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and
build  enduring  partnerships  in  order  to  enhance  regional
security and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the
Caribbean, Central and South American region

HII Hosts Unique Hiring Event
with Community Partners
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Release from HII 

***** 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  Va.,  Sept.  14,  2023  (GLOBE  NEWSWIRE)  —  HII
(NYSE: HII) announced today that its Newport News Shipbuilding
(NNS) division recently hosted its first-ever hiring event
focused exclusively on teenagers aging out of the foster care
system. 

Wednesday’s  hiring  event,  held  in  Virginia  Beach,  was  a
collaboration between NNS and Connect With a Wish, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit,  that  connects  children  in  foster  care  with
resources  and  support.  

“This is a great example of our intentional investments with
external partners to ensure we reach the diverse workforce
necessary to meet our hiring goals,” said Xavier Beale, NNS
vice president of human resources and trades. “We appreciate
the partnership with Connect With a Wish, and we look forward
to welcoming our newest shipbuilders as they join our powerful
national security mission at NNS.” 

“Community support is critical to our success at Connect With

https://hii.com/news/hii-newport-news-shipbuilding-hiring-connect-with-a-wish-2023/


a Wish,” said president and founder Joy Rios. “We’re grateful
with the partnership of Newport News Shipbuilding and Delegate
Tata as we advance our mission to help these children grow
into positive and productive members of our community.” 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-newport-news-shipbuilding-hiring-conn
ect-with-a-wish-2023. 

“Making  sure  we  connect  foster  children  to  the  resources
necessary to thrive as adults is a cause near and dear to my
heart,”  said  Anne  Ferrell  Tata,  board  member  of  national
foster care nonprofit iFoster and member of the Virginia House
of Delegates whose district includes a portion of Virginia
Beach. “I’m thankful for the incredible work Connect With a
Wish does and for the support from Newport News Shipbuilding
to ensure these young adults have an opportunity to build
rewarding careers serving our national security.” 

NNS is on track to hire approximately 3,000 skilled trade
positions  by  the  end  of  this  year  to  meet  the  Navy’s
shipbuilding needs and anticipates hiring nearly 19,000 people
within the next decade as it continues its support of the
Navy’s mission. The shipyard is the nation’s sole designer,
builder and refueler of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and
one of only two shipyards capable of designing and building
nuclear-powered submarines. 

To  learn  more  about  career  opportunities  at  HII,  visit
https://hii.com/careers/. 

To  learn  more  about  Connect  With  a  Wish,  visit
https://www.connectwithawish.org/.  
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Crowley,  SEACOR  to  Create
New,  Standalone  Company
Through  Integration  of  U.S.
Jones Act Tank Vessel Fleets

Release from Crowley and SEACOR 

***** 

(JACKSONVILLE & FORT LAUDERDALE Fla.; Sept. 13, 2023) – Global
maritime and logistics leaders Crowley and SEACOR Holdings
(“SEACOR”),  through  its  subsidiary  Seabulk  Tankers,  Inc.(“
Seabulk”),  today  announced  an  agreement  to  form  a  joint
venture that will integrate their liquid energy and chemical
transportation vessels, operations and related services into a
new, independent U.S. Jones Act service provider, Fairwater
Holdings LLC (“Fairwater”).  

https://seapowermagazine.org/crowley-seacor-to-create-new-standalone-company-through-integration-of-u-s-jones-act-tank-vessel-fleets/
https://seapowermagazine.org/crowley-seacor-to-create-new-standalone-company-through-integration-of-u-s-jones-act-tank-vessel-fleets/
https://seapowermagazine.org/crowley-seacor-to-create-new-standalone-company-through-integration-of-u-s-jones-act-tank-vessel-fleets/
https://seapowermagazine.org/crowley-seacor-to-create-new-standalone-company-through-integration-of-u-s-jones-act-tank-vessel-fleets/
https://www.crowley.com/news-and-media/press-releases/crowley-seacor-to-create-new-standalone-company-through-integration-of-u-s-jones-act-tank-vessel-fleets/


Fairwater  will  leverage  and  scale  both  entities’  unique
operational and safety-focused capabilities to serve the U.S.
domestic  market  with  vessels  and  marine  transportation
solutions across the petroleum and chemical trades, as well as
related third-party ship management services. It will include
20 ocean-going, articulated tug-barges and 11 tankers, many
under  long-term  charter.  The  joint  venture  will  provide
crewing and technical management for an additional 21 third-
party owned vessels. 

Daniel Thorogood, CEO of Seabulk, will assume the CEO role
at Fairwater at closing. The joint venture will be based in
Fort Lauderdale with offices in Fairfield, Conn.; Houston,
Jacksonville and Seattle.  

“Fairwater  marks  an  important  milestone  in  meeting  the
evolving  needs  for  safe,  efficient  and  sustainable  U.S.
domestic maritime transportation solutions,” said Thorogood.
“I am honored to take the helm alongside highly experienced
seagoing and shoreside team members and provide our customers
and the communities we serve with a maritime transportation
provider whose values and performance will set the industry
standard.”   

“Through this new joint venture, Fairwater will create more
value for customers. Seabulk is an ideal and complementary
partner with proven expertise in providing safe, sustainable
and reliable maritime results and in driving innovation, much
like Crowley,” said Tom Crowley, chairman and CEO of Crowley.
“The  new  company  will  not  only  be  a  historic  moment  for
Crowley and SEACOR, but it will also align with our continuing
growth strategy with solutions for customers and partners that
deliver  clear  benefits  for  today  and  promise  to  advance
tomorrow.”     

“Fairwater provides an exciting path for continued growth and
investment  benefiting  our  exceptional  talent  pool,  our
customers and this essential industry at large,” said Eric



Fabrikant,  CEO  of  SEACOR.  “We  welcome  the  opportunity  to
partner with Tom and the entire Crowley organization and look
forward  to  jointly  supporting  this  new  venture  ensuring
seamless service during this transitional time and beyond.”
   

Through a shared commitment to deliver on and exceed the needs
of the day, the new company will offer a unified, seamless
transition  for  customers  and  partners  to  continue  the
reliable, uninterrupted support for their energy supply chain
and related activities. In the coming months, both companies
will complete activities to support the integration of the
assets and services into the new entity.   

The joint venture transaction is expected to close in the
first  quarter  of  2024  and  begin  operations  following  the
satisfaction of customary closing conditions and regulatory
approval.  

Vinson & Elkins LLP acted as legal advisor to Crowley. Milbank
LLP and Watson Farley & Williams LLP acted as legal advisors
to SEACOR. 

AUSTAL USA RECEIVES ORDER FOR
THREE  VIRGINIA-CLASS
SUBMARINE MODULES
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Release from Austal USA

MOBILE,  Ala. –  Austal  USA  received  an  order  for  the
manufacture and outfitting of three electronic deck modules
for the Virginia-class submarine program. The order, valued at
$10.6 million, was issued by prime contractor General Dynamics
Electric Boat. Construction will begin in fall 2023 and the
modules are scheduled to be delivered to Electric Boat by the
middle of 2025. 

The  construction  of  these  modules  is  the  result  of  the
strategic partnership formed in 2022 between Austal USA and
Electric Boat, supported by the U.S. Navy, to take a strategic
sourcing approach to expanding the production capacity of the
submarine industrial base.  As part of the partnership, Austal
USA is constructing and outfitting Command and Control Systems
Modules  (CCSM)  and  Electronic  Deck  Modules  (EDM)  for  the
Virginia- and Columbia-class programs. 

“This order signifies the confidence Electric Boat and the
Navy have in Austal’s talented workforce to maintain a steady
production  line  building  quality  modules  on  time  and  on
budget,” said Austal USA Vice President of New Construction
Programs Dave Growden. “We are excited to play an important
role in the submarine industrial base and about being part of
a program critical to our Nation’s security.” 

https://usa.austal.com/news/Virginia-class-submarine-modules


Austal  USA  has  continued  to  expand  its  facilities  and
workforce  to  support  the  growing  demand  of  the  submarine
industrial base.  The order for the three modules follows an
initial order for a CCSM in February 2023.  


