
JCREW  Counter  IED  Program
Achieves  Full  Operational
Capability

Release from Naval Sea Systems Command

*****

By  Program  Executive  Office  Unmanned  and  Small  Combatants
Public Affairs

WASHINGTON – The Program Executive Office for Unmanned and
Small Combatants (PEO USC) announced that the Joint Counter
Radio-Controlled  Improvised  Explosive  Device  (RCIED)
Electronic  Warfare  (JCREW)  Increment  One  Block  One  (I1B1)
program  has  achieved  full  operational  capability  ahead  of
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schedule.

The I1B1 is a family of systems sharing common hardware and
software, delivering protection against RCIEDs. The systems
include  three  capabilities:  mounted,  dismounted,  and  fixed
sites that provide critical support to warfighters.

The mounted systems provide protection from RCIEDs for mobile
ground vehicles. The dismounted systems, also called “Manpack”
systems, are carried by warfighters to provide protection from
RCIEDs. The fixed sites systems provide protection from RCIEDs
for temporary, semi-permanent, and permanent facilities and
infrastructure. This includes compounds, airfields, buildings,
and guard posts.

“The I1B1 program achieving full operational capability shows
our commitment to the warfighter, who can now fully employ
this technology in multiple domains to counter threats from
RCIEDs,” said Capt. Jon Haase, Expeditionary Missions program
manager.

The  JCREW  I1B1  program  includes  a  full  government-owned
technical data package, open architecture hardware, upgradable
software  and  firmware,  and  comes  with  an  integrated  test
mechanism that verifies readiness to operate without the need
for external test equipment.

With  the  JCREW  I1B1  achieving  FOC,  the  Navy’s  inventory
requirements have been met. Fleet operators are trained to
employ  and  maintain  the  system.  A  supply  support
infrastructure is in place, including a government-owned-and-
operated depot for repair.

JCREW I1B1 is currently employed by the U.S. Navy, Air Force,
and partner countries Australia and New Zealand.

PEO USC designs, develops, builds, maintains, and modernizes
the Navy’s unmanned maritime systems; mine warfare systems;
special warfare systems; expeditionary warfare systems; and



small surface combatants.

HII is Awarded Contract for
Aircraft  Carrier  Maintenance
in San Diego

Release from HII

*****

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., July 24, 2023 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII (NYSE:
HII) announced today that its Newport News Shipbuilding (NNS)
division has been awarded a contract from the U.S. Navy to
support maintenance of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers in
San  Diego.  The  indefinite  delivery,  indefinite  quantity
(IDIQ), cost-plus incentive and award contract has a potential
value of $528.4 million over five years, if all options are
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exercised.

The  contract  covers  maintenance,  repair  and  modernization
efforts for Nimitz– and Gerald R. Ford-class aircraft carriers
home-ported  in  and  visiting  the  San  Diego  area.  It  will
support emergent work, continuous maintenance availabilities,
as  well  as  Chief  of  Naval  Operations  (CNO)  scheduled
availabilities.

“We are honored to continue our longstanding tradition of
providing  world-class  service  to  our  U.S.  Navy  aircraft
carriers  in  San  Diego,”  said  Thomasina  Wright,  NNS  vice
president  of  fleet  support  programs.  “For  more  than  two
decades,  we’ve  earned  the  Navy’s  trust  to  carry  out  this
important task, and we look forward to continuing that legacy
with the highest quality, on-time and on-budget work.”

NNS is the nation’s sole designer, builder and refueler of
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers.

A  photo  accompanying  this  release  is  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-newport-news-shipbuilding-san-diego-2
023/.

BAE Systems to deliver next-
generation  digital
Identification Friend or Foe
interrogator  for  the  U.S.
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Navy

Release from BAE Systems

*****

Modernized design provides advanced capabilities to support
mission success

GREENLAWN, N.Y. – July 25, 2023 – BAE Systems has received a
$15 million contract from the U.S. Navy to deliver its next-
generation  digital  interrogator  for  maritime  vessels.  The
interrogator will have advanced capabilities—providing time-
critical  insights  that  reduce  friendly  fire  incidents  and
support mission success in hostile environments.

BAE Systems’ modernized AN/UPX-50(C) Digital Interrogator will
provide a common modular design and open system architecture.
Its design enables the rapid integration of new technology
within the existing footprint through software updates instead
of hardware configuration.

“The  flexibility  of  our  design  provides  high  performance
without  changes  to  existing  fleet  infrastructure—getting
critical system updates to the warfighter faster,” said Donna
Linke-Klein,  director  of  Tactical  Systems  at  BAE  Systems.
“This investment will accommodate IFF technology growth for
several decades to best equip the U.S. Navy in the evolving
battlespace.”
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The AN/UPX-50(C) Digital Interrogator will serve the U.S. Navy
fleet.  It  delivers  high-performance,  multi-function
Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) solutions for air defense,
weapon  systems,  air  traffic  control,  and  range
instrumentation. Used for Mark XIIB IFF processing, including
Mode 5 and Mode S, it provides secure and encrypted data
exchange. It also includes a third receive channel for passive
acquisition  of  Mode  5  Level  2  and  Automatic  Dependent
Surveillance—Broadcast  In,  providing  enhanced  situational
awareness for warfighters.

With more than 80 years of IFF experience, BAE Systems has
delivered over 16,000 transponders, 1,500 interrogators, and
6,000 combined interrogator transponder systems for use on new
and existing platforms, including unmanned aerial vehicles,
ships, and rotary- and fixed-wing aircraft.

Work on the upgraded AN/UPX-50(C) Digital IFF Interrogator
will be performed at BAE Systems’ state-of-the-art facility in
Greenlawn, New York.

President  Biden  Announces
Intent to Nominate Key Roles
Within the U.S. Military
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Admiral Lisa Franchetti has been nominated to become the next
Chief of Naval Operations.

Release from The White House

*****

WASHINGTON – Today, President Joe Biden announced his intent
to  nominate  the  following  four  individuals  for  key  roles
within the U.S. military. Each are highly decorated naval
officers with extensive operational experience. They will help
ensure that the U.S. Military, and in particular the U.S.
Navy, remain the most powerful and capable forces in the world
at this critical moment.

Nominee for Chief of Naval Operations: Adm. Lisa Franchetti
Adm. Lisa Franchetti currently serves as the Vice Chief of
Naval  Operations.   She  is  a  surface  warfare  officer  with
extensive operational and policy experience.  She previously



served as the Director for Strategy, Plans, and Policy for the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and as commander of the U.S. Sixth
Fleet.  She has also served as commander of U.S. Naval Forces
Korea, commander of Carrier Strike Group 9, and commander of
Carrier Strike Group 15.  She received her commission in 1985
through the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Program at
Northwestern  University,  where  she  received  a  Bachelor  of
Science in Journalism. She also attended the Naval War College
and holds a master’s degree in organizational management from
the University of Phoenix.  If confirmed, Admiral Franchetti
will be the first woman to serve as Chief of Naval Operations
and on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Nominee for Vice Chief of Naval Operations: Vice Adm. James
Kilby
Vice Adm. James Kilby currently serves as the Deputy Commander
of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, which trains, equips, certifies,
and provides combat-ready Navy forces to Combatant Commands
around the world. Prior to that, he served as Deputy Chief of
Naval  Operations  for  Warfighting  Requirements  and
Capabilities, N-9, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.
His first flag assignment was standing up Naval Surface and
Mine Warfighting Development Center and he also served as
commander of the Carl Vinson Strike Group.  He is a 1986
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy.

Nominee for Commander of Indo-Pacific Command: Adm. Samuel
Paparo
Adm. Samuel Paparo has extensive experience serving in the
Indo-Pacific region, and currently serves as the commander of
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, the world’s largest fleet command in a
priority region for the United States. He is a U.S naval
aviator  and  has  flown  more  than  6,000  hours,  with  1,100
carrier landings. He previously served as commander of U.S.
Naval Forces Central Command/U.S. 5th Fleet/Combined Maritime
Forces.  He  graduated  from  Villanova  University  and  was
commissioned  in  1987.  He  earned  a  Master  of  Arts  in



International  Studies  from  Old  Dominion  University  and  a
Master  of  Science  in  Systems  Analysis  from  the  Naval
Postgraduate School. He is also a graduate of the Air Command
and Staff College, Air War College, Naval War College, and the
Joint and Combined Warfighting School.

Nominee for Commander of Pacific Fleet: Vice Adm. Stephen
“Web” Koehler
Vice Adm. Stephen T. “Web” Koehler currently serves as the
Director for Strategy, Plans, and Policy for the Joint Chiefs
of  Staff.  A  naval  aviator,  he  previously  served  as  the
Commander of the U.S. Third Fleet, Director of Fleet Training
at U.S. Fleet Forces Command, Deputy Commander of U.S. Pacific
Fleet,  and  Director  for  Operations  at  U.S.  Indo-Pacific
Command.  Koehler  is  a  1986  graduate  of  the  University  of
Colorado at Boulder where he received a Bachelor of Science in
Physics and was commissioned through the Naval Reserve Officer
Training Corps Program. He holds a master’s degree in National
Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College and
is a graduate of the Joint Staff College and the Navy Nuclear
Power Program.

HII is Awarded Naval Surface
Warfare  Center’s  Integrated
Training Systems Contract
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Release from HII

*****

MCLEAN,  Va.  (July  19,  2023)  —  HII’s  (NYSE:  HII)  Mission
Technologies division has been awarded a $41 million contract
to  provide  integrated  training  systems  installation  and
sustainment (ITSIS) for the U.S. Navy.

The  task  order  was  awarded  under  the  Naval  Sea  Systems
Command’s (NAVSEA) SeaPort Next Generation contract to support
the Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division Dam Neck
Activity (NSWCDD DNA) and has a one-year base period plus one
six-month extension.

The  work  expands  upon  HII’s  existing  support  of  training
systems to the customer.

“HII is excited to continue our partnership with NAVSEA and
deliver shipboard and shore-site integrated training system
hardware and software installation and life-cycle sustainment
services,”  said  Ryan  Norris,  president  of  Mission
Technologies’ Fleet Sustainment business group. “We have built
a  strong  team  with  extensive  experience  installing,
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configuring,  maintaining,  modernizing  and  securing  Navy
networks, tactical systems and C6ISR systems. We look forward
to supporting the systems that are critical to training naval
warfighters and improving fleet readiness.”

With more than 30 years of experience delivering shipboard and
shore-based installation and sustainment services to the U.S.
Navy, HII’s team will provide hardware and software upgrades,
system  maintenance,  training  system  integration,  curriculum
development and fleet training, cybersecurity, lab support,
integrated  logistics  support,  configuration  management  and
life-cycle sustainment of integrated training systems.

FUTURE USS CANBERRA (LCS 30)
RECEIVES  NATIONAL,  GRASS-
ROOTS  SUPPORT  FROM
COMMISSIONING COMMITTEE
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230419-N-NT811-1004  SAN  DIEGO  (April  19,  2023)  The
Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Canberra (LCS
30) departs San Diego Harbor for a routine underway off the
California Coast. Littoral Combat Ships are fast, optimally
manned, mission-tailored surface combatants that operate in
near-shore and open-ocean environments, winning against 21st-
century coastal threats. LCS integrates with joint, combined,
manned  and  unmanned  teams  to  support  forward  presence,
maritime security, sea control and deterrence missions around
the globe. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist
1st Class Mark D. Faram)
SYDNEY – The Navy’s Independence-variant Littoral Combat Ship,
the future USS Canberra (LCS 30), will be commissioned, July
22 at the Royal Australian Naval Base Garden Island, in Sydney
Harbor — a rare commissioning abroad for the U.S. Navy. Behind
the scenes, an all-civilian committee of Navy League members
have worked for months to support the ship and its crew ahead
of this historic event that both celebrates and exemplifies
the strong relationship between the two nations. “We have
begun another important in the relationship between these two



great nations. The new USS Canberra (LCS 30) demonstrates the
strong alliance between the United States and Australia,” said
Ward Cook, Commissioning Committee Chairman in Kansas City.

Quoting Alfred Thayer Mahan who said, “navies are instruments
of  international  relations,”  Commissioning  Committee  member
Patricia Du Mont in Fort Lauderdale, Florida underscored the
importance of the relationship, stating, “As the first U.S.
Navy international ship commissioning, the commissioning of
USS  Canberra  (LCS  30)  in  Sydney,  Australia,  exemplifies
people-to-people diplomacy.”

The Navy League of the United States, a nonprofit organization
headquartered  in  Arlington,  Virginia  whose  mission  is  to
advocate, educate, and support the sea services, is routinely
involved in the commissioning process of U.S. Navy ships.
President and CEO of the Hampton Roads, Virginia Navy League
Council,  Maryellen  Baldwin  explained  that  her  council  has
commissioned  28  ships  to  date  and  stated,  “Navy  League-
provided ship enhancements add character and context to a
warship, which exerts its presence through port visits and
other peacetime pursuits [while also] improving quality of
life for those aboard.”

The USS Canberra Commissioning Committee, made up of eleven
individuals  from  across  the  United  States,  have  extensive
experience  bringing  new  ships  to  life.  With  more  than  50
combined ship commissioning between them, these individuals
came together 20 weeks ago to support the crew and families of
the future USS Canberra (LCS 30).

When the Navy receives delivery of a ship from the contractor,
the ship is only given the bare essentials to conduct business
at sea. The civilian Commissioning Committee raises funds to
support the crew’s additional needs while on board the ship.
There are important morale items that need to be purchased for
the crew to use during their down time on board, such as media
like books and TVs, and gym equipment This critical support
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for the ship and her crew are an important part of any ship
commissioning  effort,  but  this  unique  international
commissioning  this  some  both  challenges  and  great
opportunities.

“Working with on the commissioning of the USS Canberra has
been the most challenging yet rewarding experience. Dealing
with the women and men from around the globe to not only make
all the events leading up to the commissioning happen, but
being able to support the crew and their families in many ways
will always make this a memorable experience for me,” said
Commissioning  Committee  member  Ronald  Spence  in  the  Rocky
Mountain  region,  who  has  worked  on  multiple  commissioning
committees.

It  will  be  up  to  the  ship’s  crew,  its  sponsor,  the
commissioning  committee,  and  the  City  of  Canberra  to
strengthen the relationship between the ship and its namesake
for the life of the ship. The ship’s sponsor is Australian
Senator, the Honourable Marise Payne, the former Australian
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The commissioning ceremony will
be highlighted by a time-honored Navy tradition when Ms. Payne
will give the first order to “man our ship and bring her to
life!”

Built by Austal USA, LCS 30 will be the twenty sixth littoral
combat  ship  to  enter  the  fleet  and  the  fifteenth  of  the
Independence variant. Former Austal employee and Commissioning
Committee member Jenny Beam Klein of Mobile, Alabama said, “it
was  an  honor  to  witness  the  construction  of  future  USS
Canberra (LCS 30) for the past five years here in Mobile,
Alabama.” She discussed the importance of the relationship
with Austal, stating, “It has been a privilege to be part of
the LCS 30 Commissioning Committee under the leadership of Mr.
Ward Cook and Mr. Ernie Conner and we are thrilled to watch
her join the U.S. Navy fleet this weekend on the other side of
the world. This ship and ceremony are creating stronger ties
between our Gulf Coast shipbuilding community, the Navy and
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Australia. Congratulations to the Officers and the Crew!”

Austal is also hosting watch party for the event at their
facility in San Diego to, “keep the families involved,” said
Commissioning Committee member CWO4 David Miller, USN (Ret.)
of Kansas City, Missouri. “What an honor to be part of this
challenging,  but  highly  rewarding  event,  planning  and
conducting the commissioning of a ship in Sydney,” he said.

This will be the first US Navy ship in an allied port, and the
second US Navy Combat ship named after Australian’s capitol
city. Independence-variant LCS pride themselves on being fast,
optimally  manned,  mission-tailored  surface  combatants  that
operate  in  near-shore  and  open-ocean  environments,  winning
against  21st-century  coastal  threats.  LCS  integrates  with
joint, combined, manned and unmanned teams to support forward-
presence,  maritime  security,  sea  control,  and  deterrence
missions around the globe.

USS  CANBERRA  (LCS  30)  will  be  homeported  in  San  Diego,
California.  The  ceremony  will  be  live  streamed  at:
http://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/32033.  The  link  will  become
active approximately five minutes prior to the event (Friday,

July 21st 8:55 p.m. EST). Please contact Editor-in-Chief of
Seapower  magazine,  Ann  Tropea  with  questions:
atropea@navyleague.org

###

Navy Retires Its Last Special
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Operations  Helicopter
Squadron

SAN DIEGO, California (June 30, 2023) MH-60S Seahawks assigned
to the “Firehawks” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 85
fly near San Diego during the squadron’s final flight prior to
its deactivation ceremony. Navy Reserve squadron HSC-85 is the
Navy’s last helicopter squadron dedicated to Naval Special
Warfare (NSW) and Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR). (U.S. Navy
photo  by  Mass  Communication  Specialist  2nd  Class  Ryan
LeCompte)
*****

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S. Navy’s only helicopter squadron
dedicated to support of special operations forces has made its
final flight.

Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 85 (HSC-85), a reserve squadron
based at Naval Air Station North Island, California, made its
final  flight  on  June  30,  2023,  prior  to  its  deactivation
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ceremony, according to a release from Commander, Naval Air
Force Reserve.

HSC-85 was equipped with MH-60S Seahawk helicopters to support
“Naval Special Warfare forces and other special operations
forces training and readiness,” according to the Department of
the Navy’s 2023 budget highlights book. The Navy proposed
retirement of the squadron with the service’s 2023 budget
request. The Navy estimates the program savings would amount
to $312.5 million over the Future Years Defense Plan.  

HSC-85 originally was established as Helicopter Anti-Submarine
Squadron 85 (HS-85) in 1970 at NAS Alameda, California, and
equipped with the SH-3A Sea King helicopter, later upgrading
to the SH-3D and SH-3H versions. The squadron moved to NAS
North Island in 1993 and in October 1994 was redesignated
Helicopter Combat Support Squadron 85 (HC-85), shifting to the
roles of search and rescue, logistics and range support. 

The squadron was redesignated HSC-85 in February 2006 and
equipped with MH-60S helicopters. In 2011, special operations
support became its primary role, and it was equipped with an
older version of the Seahawk, the HH-60H. The Navy planned in
2016 to deactivate HSC-85 and its East Coast counterpart,
HSC-84, but HSC-85 survived. The squadron in 2018 upgraded to
the Block III version of the MH-60S. 

SECNAV  ACCEPTS  MIAMI-DADE’S
INVITATION TO HOST FLEET WEEK
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MIAMI IN 2024
Release from Commander, Navy Region Southeast

*****

By CNRSE PAO

18 July 2023

MIAMI (July 14, 2023) – Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro
joined with Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava to
announce the inaugural Fleet Week Miami in 2024.
 
The two dignitaries made the announcement July 14 at PortMiami
along with other military and civilian officials.  Fleet Week
Miami will be held May 7-14, 2024 at PortMiami, and will bring
in  excess  of  800  service  members  to  south  Florida  whose
primary  mission  will  be  to  contribute  to  a  growing
understanding  of  the  Navy’s  importance  in  our  country’s
national defense.  The week-long event is expected to feature
both US Navy and US Coast Guard vessels to showcase military
technology to the public.
 
“We are honored the U.S. Navy has accepted Miami-Dade County’s
invitation to host Fleet Week at PortMiami in 2024,” Levine
Cava said. “Residents and visitors will be able to see ships
up close, board them and take tours as well as participate in
community events. We are also excited the visiting sailors and
marines  will  be  able  to  enjoy  our  attractions,  engage  in
community projects and experience all of Miami-Dade’s unique
cultural offerings.”
 
Other speakers at the news conference included the Honorable
Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman, Miami-Dade Board of County
Commissioners; the Honorable Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of the
Navy; and Hydi Webb, PortMiami Chief Executive Officer.  

https://seapowermagazine.org/secnav-accepts-miami-dades-invitation-to-host-fleet-week-miami-in-2024/
https://www.usff.navy.mil/Press-Room/News-Stories/Article/3463338/secnav-accepts-miami-dades-invitation-to-host-fleet-week-miami-in-2024/
https://www.usff.navy.mil/Press-Room/News-Stories/Article/3463338/secnav-accepts-miami-dades-invitation-to-host-fleet-week-miami-in-2024/


 
Senior military present for the announcement included: Rear
Adm. Douglas Schofield, Coast Guard Commander District 7; Rear
Adm. Allan Thomas, Director of Operations SOUTHCOM; and Capt.
Ian Johnson, Commander Navy Region Southeast.
 
The U.S. Navy visited Miami through its Navy Week program in
January.  The  successful  event  was  one  of  15  Navy  Weeks
nationwide to take place in 2023, and it brought a variety of
assets,  equipment,  and  personnel  to  a  single  city  for  a
weeklong series of engagements designed to bring America’s
Navy closer to the people it protects. Miami Navy Week gave
the community an opportunity to learn about the Navy, its
sailors  and  its  importance  to  national  security  and
prosperity, and its success helped spur the Fleet Week Miami
initiative.
 
“Thank you Mayor Levine Cava, Miami-Dade County and the city
of Miami for continuing to host our service members, and for
opening up your port to our fleet,” said Secretary of the Navy
Carlos Del Toro. “Fleet Week in Miami will be an unforgettable
opportunity for Miamians and tourists alike to learn about the
incredible people who make up our Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard,  and  their  importance  to  our  national  security  and
prosperity.”  

Heavyweight  Torpedo
Contributes  to  U.S.  Navy’s
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Undersea Dominance

Release from SAIC

*****

Heavyweight  Torpedo  Contributes  to  U.S.  Navy’s  Undersea
Dominance

The MK48 torpedo is the U.S. Navy’s sole submarine-
launched anti-submarine warfare and anti-surface warfare
weapon.
SAIC  serves  as  the  prime  integrator  for  the  MK48,
providing integration as well as test support for the
torpedo’s subsystems.  
Integration  of  the  MK48’s  afterbody/tailcone  involves
more than 500 piece parts.

The MK48 torpedo is the U.S. Navy’s sole submarine-launched
anti-submarine warfare and anti-surface warfare weapon. All
classes of Navy submarines use it for achieving sea control
and neutralizing or destroying threats to high-value vessels.
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As the prime integrator of the MK48 torpedo, SAIC builds,
integrates and tests the afterbody/tailcone sections and fuel
tanks of the MK48 Mod 7 heavyweight torpedo for Naval Sea
Systems Command (NAVSEA).

Often  considered  the  torpedo’s  engine  room,  the
afterbody/tailcone controls the torpedo’s propulsion, starts
and applies the power necessary to drive it from the time it
is launched until it reaches its target, and steers it on its
course to the mark.

The  afterbody/tailcone  comprises  26  major  sub-assemblies
requiring the integration of greater than 500 piece parts.

SAIC‘s team of MK48 subject matter experts works primarily in
Bedford,  Ind.,  near  Naval  Surface  Warfare  Center  Crane
Division,  where  the  majority  of  the  torpedo  integration
work  takes  place.  The  contract’s  program  and  engineering
management  team  is  based  in  Middletown,  R.I.,  near  Naval
Undersea  Warfare  Center  (NUWC)  Division  Newport.  SAIC
completed the design, development and delivery of an automated
electrical power system test set, which is used to test the
torpedo’s alternator/regulator assembly, in Indianapolis. 

Building on past success

For  more  than  a  decade,  SAIC  has  provided  engineering,
technical  and  management  services  in  support  of  NUWC’s
propulsion  test  facility.  Our  team  performs  facility
operations, maintenance, upgrades and testing in support of
the Navy’s only land-based torpedo testing facility. In this
capacity, SAIC’s engineers and technicians routinely integrate
MK48 afterbody/tailcones in preparation for tests.

The facility can test torpedoes across their full speed and
depth envelopes. Our team runs these tests to capture very
unique performance data for NAVSEA.



Navy’s  I-Boss  Aeschbach:
Fleet Sees Greater Need for
Information Warriors

*****

ARLINGTON,  Va.  —  The  U.S.  Navy’s  operational  climate  is
generating a growing need for the Navy Information Forces,
challenging the capacity of the forces to meet that need.

The  Navy’s  information  warfare  forces  include  personnel
specializing  in  intelligence,  electronic  warfare,  cyber
warfare,  oceanography,  nuclear  command  and  control,  and
information warfare.
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Vice  Admiral  Kelly  Aeschbach,  commander  Naval  Information
Forces—known informally as the “I-Boss” — speaking July 18
with retired Rear Admiral Frank Thorp IV in the U.S. Naval
Memorial’s SITREP series, said the Navy’s intelligence and
cryptologic  specialists  were  not  as  busy  in  the  maritime
environment during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as they
have now become with the great power competition with China
and Russia.

“We were really not challenged in the maritime, and our global
competitive environment has changed substantially, and we are
now facing a near-peer competition — in some areas, we are
being outpaced by our competitors — that I think demands now
that you need information warriors to deliver our capability
full-time,” Aeschbach said.

The admiral cited the Navy’s submarine force as an example
where what is now information warfare was a collateral duty
for a submarine officer, but now, with the increased demands
of high-end warfare, the capabilities of information warfare
specialists are needed to handle the flood of information and
allow the other personnel to concentrate on the areas in which
they excel.

“We’re a better team for it, if we’re there bringing the
detailed information warfare capability,” she said. 

With the increasing demands on information warfare forces, the
Navy  is  challenged  to  prevent  burn-out  of  the  force,
which—unlike ship or aircraft crews—does not have a routine
sustainment cycle.

“We are operating all the time, and so one of the challenges
we have as a type commander is: how do you do the care and
feeding  and  re-generation  of  a  force  that  is  always  in
demand,” Aeschbach said. “So that has challenged us in terms
of how we maintain an appropriate operational tempo for our
personnel, effectively train them, and afford them enough time



to re-charge and be most effective and most ready for the
missions for the missions they’re supporting.”

Aeschbach  is  working  to  develop  and  use  live  virtual
constructive  technology  to  provide  realistic  training  for
information warfare forces, which, because of the nature of
their  capabilities,  are  more  difficult  to  exercise
realistically  in  a  peacetime  environment.


