USS COOPERSTOWN IS
COMMISSIONED IN NEW YORK
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NEW YORK (May 6, 2023) Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable
Carlos Del Toro, speaks during the commissioning ceremony of
the Freedom-variant littoral combat ship USS Cooperstown (LCS
23) in New York City. Cooperstown is the first U.S. Navy
warship to honor Cooperstown, N.Y., home of the National
Baseball Hall of Fame. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Kevin C. Leitner)

Release from Commander, Naval Surface Forces
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By Ensign Nicko West, Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S.
Pacific Fleet

06 May 2023

NEW YORK — The U.S. Navy commissioned its newest Freedom-
variant littoral combat ship, USS Cooperstown (LCS 23) May 8,
2023.
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Cooperstown is the first naval ship named after Cooperstown,
New York and honors the 70 Hall of Famers who served the
United States during wartime in a range of conflicts spanning
the Civil War, World War I, World War II, and the Korean War.

“I am pleased to be here in my hometown of New York City to
commission the Navy’s newest littoral combat ship, USS
Cooperstown,” said Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro. “LCS
23 honors the baseball greats, who in service of our Nation,
sacrificed their baseball careers for us. I have full
confidence that the officers and crew of this great ship will
continue to honor their legacy.”

Major League Baseball Hall of Fame player and manager, Joe
Torre, was the ceremony’s principle speaker and highlighted
the ship’s ties with the namesake service members.

“It is critical that we honor the legacy of these Hall of
Famers, not just for what they did on the field, but for what
they sacrificed and what they accomplished off the field.
Their legacy lives on with the USS Cooperstown and with the
Sailors here today and in the years to come.”

Guest speakers for the event also included Vice President and
General Manager of Lockheed Martin Rotary and Mission Systems,
Integrated Warfare Systems and Sensors, Mr. Chauncey McIntosh;
Chairman of the Board of Directors, National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum and Honorary Sponsor, Ms. Jane Forbes Clark;
and Chief of Navy Reserve, Vice Adm. John Mustin.

The Ship’'s Sponsor Ms. Alba Tull, gave the first order to “man
our ship and bring her to life.”

“Cooperstown has a long-standing tradition of excellence and
dedication to preserving the history and legacy of baseball,
and the USS Cooperstown is a fitting tribute to that



tradition,” said Tull. “The ship represents the best of
America, our values, our commitment to defending our Nation
and the interests of our country”

Built by the Lockheed Martin and Fincantieri Marinette Marine
in Marinette, Wisconsin. Cooperstown was launched Jan. 19,
2019, christened on Feb 29, 2020, completed acceptance trials
Dec. 14, 2020, and was delivered to the U.S. Navy Sep. 20,
2022.

“The USS Cooperstown’s commissioning is a proud moment for us
all, made possible by the tireless efforts of our dedicated
crew,” said Cooperstown’s Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Daxton
Moore. “They have demonstrated remarkable teamwork and a
relentless commitment to excellence, working hard to ensure
that this ship is ready. We are honored to carry the name
Cooperstown into the fleet.”

Cincinnati Reds Catcher, Johnny Bench, who was elected into
the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1989, presented the long glass
during the ceremony. The crew was host for a weeklong series
of events celebrating the ship, its namesake city, and the
community it honors.

LCS are fast, agile, mission-focused platforms designed to
operate 1in near-shore environments, winning against 21st-

century coastal threats.

Cooperstown will sail to its homeport of Mayport, Fla.



Navy fields new +training
system enhancing readiness,
affordability

Release from Naval Air Systems Command
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Published: May 8, 2023

NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — The Naval
Aviation Training Systems and Ranges (PMA-205) and the F/A-18
and EA-18G (PMA-265) program offices are fielding a
sophisticated Live Virtual Constructive (LVC) training system
that has the potential to revolutionize the way the Navy
trains, leading to greater readiness and significant cost
savings.
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The LVC training, commonly referred to as Link Inject-to-Live
(LITL), injects high fidelity simulated air-to-air and
surface-to-air targets into the F/A-18E/F and EA-18G weapon
systems and is projected to save the Navy millions of dollars
annually.

“The Link Inject-to-Live trainer enhances the F/A-18 and
EA-18G training capability by enabling them with the ability
to train against realistic air and surface threats,” said
Capt. Kevin McGee, PMA-205 program manager. “The capabilities
LITL brings for both deployed and home station operations are
quite impressive.”

The training system 1is cost-conscious and portable. This
results in extremely dynamic and complex training scenarios
that can be presented to deployed aviators, while reducing the
administrative burden and cost of traveling to detachment
sites for red air adversary support, which also reduces fuel
and maintenance costs.

“In naval aviation, we train like we fight, and Link Inject-
to-Live makes training more realistic and easier, so it'’s a
win all around,” said Cmdr. Sarah Abbott, PMA-265 F/A-18E/F
deputy program manager. “This capability 1s a game
changer.”

The two program offices fielded LITL aboard aircraft carriers
in support of deployed units, granting squadrons the ability
to continue weapons and tactics training at sea. LITL is not
limited by weather conditions and relieves squadrons from
using live aircraft as adversaries while increasing sortie and
training event completion.

In 2022, LITL was used for hundreds of events and thousands of
sorties, which is an increase in sortie utilization from 2021.
This increase is directly related to the fleet adding LITL
events due to the significant increase in training fidelity
provided by the system.
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“The future use cases for LITL are really exciting,” said
Chuck Terry, PMA-205 Aviation Training LVC and Strategy
Department team lead. “We are currently testing connections to
other platform simulators that will facilitate integrated
training that will accelerate air-to-air training.”

The LITL program has the potential to provide significant
positive impacts to training, paving the way for considerable
changes to training syllabi.

Navy to Commission Future
Littoral Combat Ship
Cooperstown

Release from the U.S. Department of Defense
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The Navy will commission the future USS Cooperstown (LCS 23)
as the newest Independence- variant littoral combat ship (LCS)
during a 10:00 a.m. EDT ceremony on Saturday, May 6, in New
York City.

The principal speaker is Joe Torre, Major League Baseball
executive, former manager, and member of the National Baseball
Hall of Fame. Additional speakers include the Honorable Kathy
Hochul, Governor of New York; the Honorable Eric Adams, Mayor
of New York City; the Honorable Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of
the Navy; Vice Adm. John Mustin, Chief of Navy Reserve; Jane
Forbes Clark, chairman of the Board, National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum and Honorary Sponsor; and Chauncey McIntosh,
vice president and general manager, Integrated Warfare Systems
and Sensors, Lockheed Martin. The ship’s sponsor is Mrs. Alba
Tull, a business woman, philanthropist and accomplished
photographer. She is the wife of Thomas Tull who is on the
Board of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.

“I am pleased to be here in my hometown of New York City to
commission the Navy’'s newest littoral combat ship, USS
Cooperstown,” said Del Toro. “LCS 23 honors the baseball
greats, who in service of our nation, sacrificed their
baseball careers for us. I have full confidence that the
officers and crew of this great ship will continue to honor
their legacy.”

LCS 23 is the 12th Freedom-variant LCS, the 23rd in the class.
She 1is the first ship to bear the name of Cooperstown, New
York. Cooperstown received its name on July 25, 2015, during a
ceremony at the National Baseball Hall of Fame, which 1is
located in Cooperstown. Her name honors the 70 members of the
National Baseball Hall of Fame who served in the United States
Armed Forces during times of conflict, ranging from the Civil
War through the Korean War.



The LCS class consists of two variants, the Freedom and the
Independence, designed and built by two industry teams.
Lockheed Martin leads the Freedom-variant team, the odd-
numbered hulls, in Marinette, Wis. Austal USA leads the
Independence-variant team in Mobile, Al., for LCS 6 and the
subsequent even-numbered hulls.

Littoral Combat Ships are fast, optimally-manned, mission-
tailored surface combatants that operate in near-shore and
open-ocean environments, winning against 2lst-century coastal
threats. LCS integrate with joint, combined, manned and
unmanned teams to support forward-presence, maritime security,
sea control and deterrence missions around the globe.

The ceremony will be live streamed at:
https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/31424. The 1link becomes
active approximately ten minutes prior to the event (9:50 a.m.
EST).

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information on the Littoral Combat Ship
Program can be found at:
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Ar
ticle/2171607/1ittoral-combat-ship-class-1cs/.

Integrated Battle Problem
23.1 Kicks Off
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)k >k >k >k

SAN DIEGO - U.S. Pacific Fleet began its second multi-domain
unmanned capabilities exercise May 1.

The exercise features and develops unmanned capabilities
“above the sea, on the sea and below the sea.”

Pacific Fleet’s Unmanned Systems Integrated Battle Problem
(UxS IBP) 23.1 is a tactical warfighting rehearsal event
conducted by U.S. 3rd Fleet to test and develop fleet-centric
concepts and capabilities. This exercise will focus on proving
the concept of unmanned systems employment to maintain a free
and open Indo-Pacific. Unmanned systems are vessels, aircraft,
or ground vehicles that can operate in risk-prone areas to
reduce the potential for loss of human life. They can be
operated remotely, semi- or fully-autonomously.
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“We view unmanned systems as a force multiplier for
traditional vessels, not a replacement,” said Capt. Dan Brown,
Assistant Chief of Staff for Experimentation at 3rd Fleet. “We
are optimizing the contribution of unmanned systems to overall
naval strategy as an addition to the use of traditional
vessels.”

Unmanned systems involved in this exercise contribute to a
stronger naval force, further driving capabilities in the
Indo-Pacific to contest adversaries.

UxS IBP 23.1 is focused on long-range fire above and below
sea, surveillance and reconnaissance, command and control, and
re-constituting intelligence. Some of +the systems
participating are the Sea Hunter and Seahawk medium
displacement unmanned surface vessels, RQ-20 PUMA unmanned
aircraft system, and MANTAS T-38 Devil Ray unmanned surface
vehicle (USV).

This exercise allows PACFLT, working closely with the Type
Commanders (Naval Surface Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet; Naval
Air Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet; Naval Submarine Forces, U.S.
Pacific Fleet; Naval Special Warfare Command), to evaluate
unmanned systems and highlight areas for improvement,
providing that feedback to unmanned systems programs.

“Successfully integrating unmanned platforms provides our
commanders with better options to fight and win in contested
spaces,” said Brown.

Unmanned assets expand our intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance advantage, add depth to our missile magazines,
and provide additional means to keep our distributed force



provisioned. The capabilities of these integrated manned and
unmanned systems enhance stability in the Indo-Pacific and
contribute to regional maritime security, which is vital to
the interests of the United States and its allies and
partners.

Through analysis, simulation, prototyping, and demonstration,
our Navy will systematically field and operate systems that
possess the endurance and resilience to operate with
infrequent human interaction. As a result of exercises like
this, Sailors will have a high degree of confidence and skill
operating alongside proven unmanned platforms at sea by the
end of this decade.

Navy to Christen Submarine
Massachusetts

Release from the U.S. Department of Defense
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The Navy will christen one of its newest Virginia-class fast-
attack submarines, the future USS Massachusetts (SSN 798),
during an 11 a.m. EST ceremony Saturday, May 6, 2023, at
Huntington Ingalls Industries-Newport News Shipbuilding, in
Newport News, Virginia.

The principal speaker will be the Honorable Erik Raven, Under
Secretary of the Navy. Remarks will also be provided by the
Honorable Bobby Scott, U.S. Representative, Virginia's 3rd
District; Vice Adm. Scott Conn, Deputy Chief of Naval
Operations for Warfighting Requirements and Capabilities (N9);
and Mr. Kevin Graney, president, General Dynamics Electric
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Boat.

In a time-honored Navy tradition, the submarine’s sponsor, Ms.
Sheryl Sandberg, will christen the boat by breaking a bottle
of sparkling wine across the bow. Sandberg is the founder and
chair of the Sandberg Goldberg Bernthal Family Foundation, a
nonprofit organization that works to build a more equal and
resilient world through three key initiatives: LeanIn.org,
OptionB.org, and the Dave Goldberg Scholarship Program.

“The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been influential in our
nation’s culture and continues to play a prominent role in
history, higher education, science, research and technology,”
said Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro. “Nearly eight
decades later, I am proud to see Massachusetts’ legacy
continue, this time as a future attack submarine.”

The future USS Massachusetts (SSN 798) is the ninth U.S. Navy
vessel named in recognition of the state. The first USS
Massachusetts was a steamer built in 1845 and acquired by the
U.S. War Department in 1847 to use as a transport vessel
during the Mexican-American War. Prior to SSN 798, the last
USS Massachusetts (BB-59) was commissioned in 1942 as a South
Dakota-class fast battleship. It spent most of its career in
the Pacific, decommissioning in 1947.

Virginia-class submarines are built to operate in the world’s
littoral and deep waters while conducting anti-submarine
warfare; anti-surface ship warfare; strike warfare; special
operations forces support; intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance; irregular warfare; and mine warfare missions.
Their inherent stealth, endurance, mobility, and firepower
directly enable them to support five of the six maritime
strategy core capabilities — sea control, power projection,
forward presence, maritime security and deterrence. These
capabilities allow the submarine force to contribute to
regional stability and preservation of future peace while
operating everywhere international law allows, so everyone



else can too.

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information about the Virginia-class
attack submarines is available online at
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Ar
ticle/2169558/attack-submarines-ssn/.

Flag Officer Announcement

Flag Officer Announcement

03 May 2023

Navy Vice Adm. William J. Houston for appointment to the grade
of admiral, with assignment as director, Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program, Department of the Navy/Department of
Energy, Washington, D.C. Houston 1is currently serving as
commander, Naval Submarine Forces; commander, Submarine Force,
U.S. Atlantic Fleet; and commander, Allied Submarine Command,
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Norfolk, Virginia.

Second Merchant Vessel Seized
within a Week by Iran

Release from U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs
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From U.S. Naval Forces Central Command Public Affairs

STRAIT OF HORMUZ — On May 3 at approximately 6:20 a.m. local
time, Panama-flagged oil tanker Niovi was seized by Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy (IRGCN) while
transiting the Strait of Hormuz.

The oil tanker departed Dubai and was transiting from the
Arabian Gulf toward the port of Fujairah in the United Arab
Emirates when a dozen IRGCN fast-attack craft swarmed the
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vessel in the middle of the strait. The IRGCN subsequently
forced the oil tanker to reverse course and head toward
Iranian territorial waters off the coast of Bandar ‘Abbas,
Iran.

A previous incident occurred six days ago when the Islamic
Republic of Iran Navy seized Marshall Islands-flagged oil
tanker Advantage Sweet while it transited international waters
in the Gulf of Oman.

Iran’'s actions are contrary to international law and
disruptive to regional security and stability. Over the past
two years, Iran has harassed, attacked or interfered with the
navigational rights of 15 internationally flagged merchant
vessels.

Iran’s continued harassment of vessels and interference with
navigational rights in regional waters are unwarranted,
irresponsible and a present threat to maritime security and
the global economy.

MQ-25, H-1 test next-gen
satellite communications
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NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — The Marine
Corps’ UH-1Y helicopter completed an initial flight to test
the data transmission of the new Mobile User Objective System
(MUOS) Satellite Communications (SATCOM) capability for MQ-25
Stingray April 26 at Pax River.

The team at both the Dedicated Unmanned Carrier Aviation (UCA)
Development Environment (DUDE) lab at Webster Outlying Field
in St. Inigoes, Maryland, and the Communications Systems
Integration Laboratory (CSIL) at Pax River transmitted data
utilizing unique test equipment to the UH-1Y during flight,
proving MOUS connectivity, resilience, and viability using a
maneuvering aircraft.
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“This type of testing is a way to show how two very different
programs can team up and develop capabilities together,” said
Capt. Daniel Fucito, Unmanned Carrier Aviation (PMA-268)
program manager.

MOUS is a communications satellite system that provides global
connectivity to military networks. The next generation of this
system works much faster and has additional payloads that
support new waveform capabilities and compatibility with the
legacy UHF satellite communications systems.

“Testing MUOS with H-1 will facilitate the MQ-25 test
infrastructure development and ensure MUOS connectivity
configuration,” said Ray Belcher, MQ-25 Integrated Test Team
communications lead. “It also provides an opportunity for the
PMA-268 program team to observe MUOS flight characteristics.”

The MQ-25 Stingray will be the world’s first operational,
carrier-based unmanned aircraft that will provide aerial
refueling as well as 1intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities that will enhance the
carrier air wing and carrier strike group.

GERALD R. FORD CARRIER STRIKE
GROUP DEPLOYS
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230502-N-QI061-0364 NORFOLK, Va. — Line handlers stand by as
the capital ship of the Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group
(GRFCSG), the first-in-class aircraft carrier USS Gerald R.
Ford (CVN 78), departs Naval Station Norfolk for a routine
deployment, May 2. GRFCSG consists of Gerald R. Ford, Carrier
Strike Group (CSG) 12, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 8, Destroyer
Squadron (DESRON) 2, Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser
USS Normandy (CG 60), and Arleigh Burke-class guided missile
destroyers USS Ramage (DDG 61), USS McFaul (DDG 74), and USS
Thomas Hudner (DDG 116). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 1st Class Nathan T. Beard)
Release from Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 12 Public Affairs
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02 May 2023

NORFOLK, Va. — The capital ship of the Gerald R. Ford Carrier
Strike Group (GRFCSG), the first-in-class aircraft carrier USS
Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78), departed Naval Station Norfolk for a
routine deployment, May 2.

“This strike group is the cornerstone of our Navy'’s forward
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operations, capable of meeting any tasking provided by
regional combatant commanders to ensure peace and stability at
sea,” said Rear Adm. Greg Huffman, Commander, Carrier Strike
Group 12. “Our presence at sea throughout the deployment will
provide reassurance to our partners and Allies that sea lanes
will remain open and our joint operations will demonstrate our
commitment to interoperability and maritime stability.”

Ford’s second deployment marks the flagship’s first combat
deployment, following its two-month deployment to the U.S. 2nd
and 6th Fleet areas of operation in autumn 2022.

“The Sailors of Gerald R. Ford are ready and able to perform
because of the strenuous training they have put in to get this
ship ready to deploy, and also in large part to the support of
their families and friends,” said Capt. Rick Burgess, Ford'’s
commanding officer. “This ship and crew are actively reshaping
the face of our Navy’s capabilities and strengthening the
future of naval aviation.”

The GRFCSG provides an inherently flexible naval force capable
of deploying across combatant commands to meet emerging
missions, deter potential adversaries, reassure allies and
partners, enhance security and guarantee the free flow of
global commerce.

The GRFCSG consists of Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 12 staff,
Gerald R. Ford, Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 8, Destroyer Squadron
(DESRON) 2 staff and units, Ticonderoga-class guided-missile
cruiser USS Normandy (CG 60) and the Information Warfare
Commander. In total, the GRFCSG deploys with more than 6,000
Sailors across all platforms ready to respond globally to
combatant commander’s tasking.

The ships of DESRON 2 are the Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyers USS Ramage (DDG 61), USS McFaul (DDG 74)
and USS Thomas Hudner (DDG 116).

The squadrons of CVW-8 embarked aboard Gerald R. Ford are the



“Tridents” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 9, the
“Bear Aces” of Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW)
124, the “Rawhides” of Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC)
40 located in Norfolk, Va., the “Ragin’ Bulls” of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 37, the “Blacklions” a of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 213, the “Golden Warriors” of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 87, the “Tomcatters” of Strike Fighter
Squadron (VFA) 31 located in Virginia Beach, Va., the “Gray
Wolves” of Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 142 located in
Whidbey Island, Wa., and the “Spartans” of Helicopter Maritime
Strike Squadron (HSM) 70 located in Mayport, Fla.

Ford is the U.S. Navy’'s newest and most advanced aircraft
carrier. As the first-in-class ship of Ford-class aircraft
carriers, CVN 78 represents a generational leap in the U.S.
Navy’'s capacity to project power on a global scale. Ford-class
aircraft carriers introduce 23 new technologies, including
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System, Advanced Arresting
Gear and Advanced Weapons Elevators. The new systems
incorporated onto Ford-class ships are designed to generate a
higher sortie rate with a 20% smaller crew than a Nimitz-class
carrier, paving the way forward for naval aviation.

For more information about the USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78),
visit https://www.airlant.usff.navy.mil/cvn78/ and follow
along on Facebook: @USSGeraldRFord, Instagram: @cvn78 grford,
Twitter: @Warship 78, DVIDS www.dvids.net/CVN78 and LinkedIn
at USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78).

USNS Bruce C. Heezen (T-AGS
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64) arrives in Monaco for IHO
Assembly 2023

Release from Naval Oceanography Public Affairs Office
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By Naval Oceanography Public Affairs Office

MONACO CITY, Monaco - The Pathfinder-class oceanographic
survey ship USNS Bruce C. Heezen (T-AGS 64) arrived in Monaco
City, Monaco, May 1, 2023, for a scheduled port visit to
participate in the International Hydrographic Organization
(IHO) Assembly 2023.

The Assembly is formed by the representatives of 98 Member
States. It meets every three years to provide general guidance
on the functioning and work of the Organization, as well as
taking decisions of technical and administrative nature.

The ship'’s presence in Monaco is a demonstration of the U.S.
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Navy’s continued commitment and support to the European region
and reinforces the strong bond between the United States and
Europe.

Naval Oceanography operates the T-AGS class of ships, owned
and operated by Military Sealift Command, to conduct
scientific work such as oceanography, hydrography, and many
other scientific fields from the ocean floor to the stars.

The U.S. and Monaco, along with the IHO, are committed to
working together and improving collaboration on the collection
of scientific data to help create a safer ocean for all.

Bruce C. Heezen will host a reception later this week to
support the US delegation in hosting representatives from many
of the countries participating.

The International Hydrographic Organization works to ensure
that all the world’s seas, oceans, and navigable waters are
surveyed and charted, thereby supporting the safety of
navigation and the protection of the marine environment. It
coordinates the activities of national hydrographic offices
and sets standards in order to promote uniformity in nautical
charts and documents. It issues survey best practices and
provides guidelines to maximize the use of hydrographic
information.

Naval Oceanography has approximately 2,500 globally
distributed military and civilian personnel, who collect,
process, and exploit environmental information to assist Fleet
and Joint Commanders in all warfare areas to guarantee the
U.S. Navy’'s freedom of action in the physical battlespace from
the depths of the ocean to the stars.



