U.S., Qatar and Allies
Enhance Regional Defense
During Exercise Ferocious
Falcon 6
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Senior military leaders from the U.S., Qatar, Italy, the
United Kingdom, Turkey and France attend the exercise
Ferocious Falcon 6 live-fire demonstration within the U.S.
Central Command area of responsibility, Nov. 20, 2025.
Ferocious Falcon 6 is a biennial, Qatar-hosted multinational
joint exercise designed to enhance lethality and combat
efficiency among U.S. and allied forces. (U.S. Air Force photo
by Senior Master Sgt. Richard P. Ebensberger) (Photo by Senior
Master Sgt. Richard P. Ebensberger)

By Ninth Air Force (Air Forces Central) Public Affairs and

Fifth Fleet (U.S. Naval Forces Central Command) Public
Affairs | November 22, 2025

AL UDEID AIR BASE and UMM AL-HOUL NAVAL STATION, Qatar (Nov.
22, 2025) — More than 1,300 military personnel from the U.S.,
Qatar, Italy, United Kingdom, Turkey and France participated
in Exercise Ferocious Falcon 6, a biennial, Qatar-hosted
multinational joint exercise, Nov. 16-20.
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“Exercise Ferocious Falcon 6 showcased our ability to operate
as a unified, lethal and agile force against regional
threats,” U.S. Navy Commander Joseph W. Hontz, U.S. Naval
Forces Central spokesperson, said. “Our commanders and battle
staff received valuable training on the critical aspects of
planning and management and using integrated command and
control systems for effective unified operations, in order to
enhance our collective combat readiness while building crucial
partnerships across air, land and sea domains throughout the
Middle East.”

Both U.S. air and naval assets participated in the multi-
domain exercise, which included a Bomber Task Force
integration to demonstrate global power and a stake in the
region, as well as surface, air and expeditionary forces, who
executed multiple field exercises and maritime drills.

Ferocious Falcon 6 integrated cutting-edge technology and
methodologies to address modern challenges. The exercise was
an opportunity for information-sharing across warfare domains
and exemplifies partner nations’ shared commitment to adapting
collective defense strategies in order to safequard and
strengthen regional commitments.

“This exercise is as much about building relationships as it
1s about tactics and operations,” U.S. Air Force Maj. Katrina
J. Cheesman, U.S. Air Forces Central spokesperson, said. “By
exercising our shared defense capabilities, the United States
and its regional partners seek to sustain trust, stabilize the
Middle East, and reinforce the principles of peace and
cooperation fundamental to rules-based international order.”

Designed to enhance lethality and combat efficiency among
allied forces, Ferocious Falcon 6 further solidified the
enduring partnership between the U.S., Qatar and its allies by
focusing on interoperability, warfighting readiness and



overall maritime security in the region. The exercise provided
vital training opportunities for all participants to test
collaborative techniques within the U.S. Central Command area
of responsibility.

Training opportunities encompassed a command post exercise to
train on 1integrated command-and-control; combined field
training exercises involving multiple nations’ land, air and
naval forces; air interdiction, escort and defensive counter-
air training; tactical combat casualty care cross training;
and Visit, Board, Search, and Seizure rehearsals among
partners.

U.S. Air Force assets were comprised of F-16 Fighting Falcons,
KC-135 Stratotankers and a B-52 Stratofortress, while U.S.
Naval Forces assets included the Independence-class littoral
combat ship USS Tulsa (LCS 16), the fast-response cutter USCGC
Clarence Sutphin Jr. and one P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol and
reconnaissance aircraft.

Ferocious Falcon 6 aimed to advance the operational
capabilities of participating forces, strengthen coordinated
defense strategies, and expand capabilities 1in maritime
security and infrastructure protection. The exercise has
evolved over the years to become a cornerstone of U.S.-Qatar
and allied security cooperation.

Navy Relieves USNA Commandant
of Midshipmen
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From U.S. Naval Academy Public Affairs, Nov. 24-2025

ANNAPOLIS, Md.- United States Naval Academy Superintendent Lt.
Gen. Michael Borgschulte relieved the Commandant of Midshipmen
Capt. Gilbert Clark Jr. today due to a loss of confidence in
his ability to effectively lead the Brigade of Midshipmen.

The naval service maintains the highest standards for leaders
and holds them accountable when those standards are not met.

Clark assumed the role as Commandant of Midshipmen in June
2025. Capt. Austin Jackson, Deputy Commandant of Midshipmen,
has assumed duties as the interim Commandant.




The Naval Academy Commandant is responsible for the day-to-day
conduct, military training, and professional development of
approximately 4,400 midshipmen.

For questions related to this release, please contact United
States Naval Academy Public Affairs at hockycko@usna.edu.

HII Delivers Virginia-Class
Submarine Massachusetts (SSN
798) to U.S. Navy

N

¥

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., Nov. 21, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII (NYSE:
HII) announced today that its Newport News Shipbuilding
division has delivered Virginia-class fast-attack submarine
Massachusetts (SSN 798) to the U.S. Navy.

Massachusetts is the 12" Virginia-class submarine delivered by
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NNS, and the 25" built as part of the teaming agreement with
General Dynamics Electric Boat. It is the fifth Navy vessel
named for the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

“Delivering Massachusetts after its rigorous sea trials is an
important milestone commitment for our team this year,” NNS
President Kari Wilkinson said. “We are absolutely steadfast in
our resolve to increase the pace of submarine construction and
see this as a solid step toward our overall objective.”

More than 10,000 shipbuilders from NNS and Electric
Boat participated in the construction of Massachusetts,
alongside thousands of suppliers across the country, including
more than 20 in Massachusetts that support Virginia-class
submarine construction at NNS.

Nuclear-powered fast attack submarine Massachusetts was
christened in May 2023 at NNS by ship’s sponsor Sheryl
Sandberg, founder of Lean In, and former chief operating
officer of Meta (formerly Facebook).

HII Completes Acceptance
Trials for Destroyer Ted
Stevens
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PASCAGOULA, Miss., Nov. 21, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII's
(NYSE: HII) Ingalls Shipbuilding division successfully
completed the final round of sea trials for Arleigh Burke-
class guided missile destroyer Ted Stevens (DDG 128). The
Ingalls Test and Trials team spent several days in port and at
sea conducting a comprehensive series of acceptance test and
evaluations, overseen by the Navy'’s Board of Inspection and
Survey (INSURV). These trials confirmed that the ship
successfully demonstrated required mission capabilities,
preparing it for delivery to the U.S. Navy in the coming
weeks.

“Our goal is to deliver the most advanced and capable warships
to the fleet as quickly as possible, addressing the increasing
national security needs of the United States and our allies.
The work of the entire DDG 128 team exemplifies our relentless
pursuit to achieve this very mission,” Ingalls Shipbuilding
President Brian Blanchette said. “Our shipbuilders take great
pride in reaching this milestone, which stands as a testament
to the teamwork and skill that define our destroyer program at
Ingalls.”

DDG 128, the second Flight III Arleigh Burke-class destroyer



built by Ingalls, represents the next generation of surface
combatants for the U.S. Navy and features the second-in-class
Flight III AN/SPY-6 (V)1 radar system and the Aegis Baseline
10 combat system designed to counter threats well into the
21st century.

To date, Ingalls Shipbuilding has delivered 35 Arleigh Burke-
class destroyers to the U.S. Navy, including the first Flight
ITI, USS Jack H. Lucas (DDG 125). Currently, Ingalls has five
more Flight III destroyers under construction: Ted
Stevens (DDG 128), Jeremiah Denton (DDG 129), George M.
Neal (DDG 131), Sam Nunn (DDG 133), and Thad Cochran (DDG

135).

As the largest manufacturing employer in Mississippi, Ingalls
Shipbuilding has been designing, building,
and maintaining destroyers for the U.S. Navy for 87 years. To
learn more about the DDG 51 Arleigh Burke-class destroyer
program at Ingalls work
visit: https://hii.com/what-we-do/capabilities/quided-missile-
destroyers/arleigh-burke-class/.

Northrop Grumman Celebrates
30 Years of E-2 Collaboration
with Potez Aéronautique
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French E-2D Artist Rendering (Photo Credit: Northrop Grumman)
ATIRE-SUR-L’ADOUR, France — Nov. 20, 2025 — Northrop Grumman

Corporation (NYSE: NOC) recently commemorated its 30-year
collaboration with empennage supplier Potez Aéronautique on
E-2 Airborne Command and Control aircraft programs. This
collaboration continues today with Potez producing empennages
that will be fitted on E-2D Advanced

Hawkeye aircraft manufactured by Northrop Grumman for the
French Navy.

- The ceremony hosted by Potez Aéronautique—which brought
together representatives from the French and U.S. Navy,
the Direction Générale de 1'armement, and Northrop
Grumman, marked the completion of the empennage that
will be fitted on the French Navy’'s first E-2D at
Northrop Grumman’s St. Augustine, Fla. manufacturing
facility.

 Northrop Grumman 1is contracted to produce three
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E-2D aircraft for the French Navy, the first of which is
scheduled for delivery in 2027. Advanced Hawkeyes will
replace France’'s E-2C Hawkeye 2000 fleet, which has been
in operation for over 25 years.

» Potez Aéronautique is a supplier for Northrop Grumman’s
E-2D Advanced Hawkeye, manufacturing empennages for all
E-2Ds produced for the United States and
international customers, and has produced these
components for E-2C Hawkeye variants. The company earned
Northrop Grumman’s Performance Excellence Award in
2022.

Expert:

“Our three-decade collaboration with Potez reflects our
commitment to building global industrial partnerships,” said
Janice Zilch, vice president of multi-domain command and
control programs at Northrop Grumman. “We look forward to
providing the French Navy a generational leap in decision
dominance with the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye, the world’s premier
airborne command and control aircraft.”

Details on Program:

Northrop Grumman’s E-2C Hawkeye 2000, which entered service
with the French Navy in 1998, provides air defense and
supports the Charles de Gaulle carrier strike group. France is
the only country other than the U.S. to operate its E-2C
Hawkeyes from an aircraft carrier. This capability has enabled
interoperability exercises that support Hawkeyes and
other aircraft from the French and U.S. fleets.

Northrop Grumman’s E-2D Advanced Hawkeye is the latest in a
line of Airborne Early Warning aircraft that stretches back
over 60 years. The E-2D is the world’s premier Airborne
Command & Control aircraft, effective over land and sea.
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Northrop Grumman has evolved the E-2D into a cutting-
edge platform, capable of facing threats anywhere in the
world.

E-2 variants are operated by Air Forces and Navies around the
world. With an active production line and an excellent
delivery history, the E-2D continues to introduce new
technology to outpace ever-evolving threats.

Cubic Announces Collaboration
with SNC to Redefine Naval
Aviation Training

cuBIC

Advanced
Training Solutions

The Freedom Trainer provides a digitally designed, modern and
cost-effective aircraft

From Cubic Defense
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SAN DIEGO — November 19, 2025 — Cubic Defense, the world’s
leading provider of advanced air combat training, is honored
to be part of SNC’'s Freedom Trainer team of distinguished
industry partners for the U.S. Navy UJTS competition. Freedom
promises uncompromising training excellence,
cost efficiency and advanced capabilities as the
only aircraft capable of Carrier touch-and-go and Field
Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) to Touchdown.

“The SNC Freedom Trainer Jet exemplifies how leveraging the
capabilities of mid-tier companies can lead to superior
training solutions,” stated Russ Marsh, President, Cubic
Defense. “We are proud to be part of the agile and proven team
bringing innovation, speed with discipline, impeccable
engineering, and on-cost and accelerated deliveries to
revolutionize naval aviation training.”

“SNC’s Freedom Trainer boasts a range of key features
that sets it apart as the premier choice for UJTS. In addition
to meeting the U.S. Navy’'s traditional rigorous landing
requirements, this innovative aircraft offers significantly
reduced lifecycle costs, with engine-related expenses that are
40% lower than the U.S. Navy’s current trainers and half the
cost of land-centric trainers. Its advanced design and robust
reliability, with an airframe 1life of 16,000
hours, eliminate the need for unplanned Service Life Extension
Programs (SLEP), while still allowing for 30-40% longer
average sortie duration.” SNC

Cubic’s contribution will include Synthetic Inject to Live -
Live, Virtual and Constructive (SITL-LVC) and Simplified,
Planning, Execution, Analysis, Reconstruction (SPEAR). SITL-
LVC training is a revolutionary approach to training and
simulation. Integrating computer-generated (synthetic)
elements, or scenarios, into live training exercises, SITL-LVC
augments the realism and complexity of the training
environment and enhances the efficiency and effectiveness of
the training experience. The SITL-LVC solution has
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been validated in operational U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy
fighter aircraft during over 97 sorties, distinguishing Cubic
as the lone company to demonstrate the ability to inject
virtual and constructive synthetic entities into live fighter
cockpit displays at Large Force Employment (LFE) scale.

SPEAR is a proven common data model and data collection
platform that provides a comprehensive and congruent common
operational picture during live and post mission training by
seamlessly integrating data from LVC feeds, multi-domains,
kinetic and non-kinetic effects, objective and subjective
data, with analytics. The solution provides unparalleled
insights and optimization opportunities for mission rehearsal,
real-time training enhancement, post-mission debriefs, and
resource management. SPEAR enables next level learning to
exercise participants and has achieved demonstrated success at
major international training events, including Checkered Flag,
Red Flag, Cobra Warrior, and Talisman Sabre.

Wikoff Relieves Munsch as
Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces Europe and Africa
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From U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa

LAGO PATRIA, Italy - U.S. Navy Adm. Stuart B. Munsch was
relieved by Adm. George M. Wikoff as Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces Europe and Africa (NAVEUR/NAVAF) during a change of
command ceremony held at Allied Joint Force Command (JFC)
Naples, Nov. 19, 2025. Adm. Munsch was the second longest
serving commander of Naval Forces Europe since the Command
was established in 1917.

The ceremony marked the conclusion of Adm. Munsch’s tenure as
commander of NAVEUR/NAVAF and JFC Naples, during which he led
U.S. naval forces across Europe and Africa through a period
defined by the principles of trust, deterrence, and defense
since June 2022. Under his leadership, NAVEUR/NAVAF enhanced
the Navy’s combat readiness, fostered trust, and advanced
deterrence through unity, lethality, and sustained maritime
operations alongside Allies and partners.

During the ceremony, Munsch emphasized that trust remains the
cornerstone of deterrence and defense in an increasingly
complex maritime environment.

“Trust is the cornerstone of the collective defense of our
homeland and our Alliance,” said Munsch. “Trust 1is built,
layer by layer, over generations, and cannot be surged in
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times of crisis or conflict. When we come together and when
work together, we reinforce the bonds that fuel our
warfighting strength into the future.”

Throughout his command, Munsch prioritized deepening
partnerships across Europe and Africa while enhancing the
Navy’'s ability to defend the homeland. He oversaw the
establishment of Commander, Task Force 66, and Commander, Task
Force 166, which bring together every U.S. Fleet with European
nations to integrate advanced technologies and best-of-breed
maritime capabilities in robotics and autonomous systems,
which improves the combat lethality in defense of the nation
and the Alliance.

Munsch also spearheaded significant enhancements in the Navy'’s
operational posture across Europe. Under his leadership, U.S.
naval forces significantly increased operations in the Arctic
and the High North, expanding operational reach and
reaffirming the Navy'’s commitment to freedom of navigation in
vital waters. The first-ever U.S. submarine port visit to
Iceland underscored this renewed focus, showcasing the United
States’ ongoing commitment to Arctic cooperation and maritime
security.

His tenure was marked by key milestones in regional defense,
including the transfer of authority for Aegis Ashore Poland to
NATO and the full operational integration of Aegis Ashore
Romania. These accomplishments further strengthened NATO'’s
layered missile defense system and enhanced deterrence across
the European theater.

As commander, Munsch also reinforced the Navy’'s commitment to
learning, innovation, and intellectual rigor. Through
partnerships with institutions such as the Naval Postgraduate
School, Naval War College, and Oxford University, he
championed an enduring “cycle of learning” that extended
beyond traditional naval boundaries and ensured the Navy
remained adaptable, informed, and forward-looking.



Munsch’s tenure demonstrated the Navy’s ongoing engagement
with Allies and partners through key multinational events that
foster trust and interoperability. He hosted the annual Black
Sea Maritime Forum, uniting regional partners with Allies to
address security challenges and advance shared maritime goals.
In Africa, he led the African Maritime Forces Summit inaugural
in 2023, encouraging cooperation among African nations and
strengthening collective maritime security across the
continent.

He also led NAVEUR/NAVAF through multiple commemorations of
the D-Day Landings in Normandy, France, including the 80th and
8lst anniversaries, where he honored the maritime component of
Operation Overlord and the enduring sacrifice of Allied
forces. These commemorations reflected his dedication to
remembering the past while preparing the fleet for the
future.

In 2024, Munsch presided over events marking NATO’'s 75th
anniversary, reaffirming the Navy’s commitment to collective
defense and the unity of the Alliance. Under his leadership,
NAVEUR/NAVAF’s contributions to NATO exercises and operations
underscored the continuing importance of maritime power in
defending every inch of Allied territory.

Throughout his tour, Munsch aligned his command philosophy
with the Chief of Naval Operations’ vision of sustaining
combat at sea and ensuring the Navy remains built to
last—today, tomorrow, and into the future. His leadership
emphasized readiness, sustainment, and the ability to project
power decisively across the maritime domain in defense of the
U.S. homeland and the NATO Alliance.

Allied nations recognized Munsch’'s service throughout his
tenure for his commitment to partnership and deterrence,
including being awarded the Norwegian Defence Service Medal
with Laurel Branch, the German Badge of Honour of the
Bundeswehr, and the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic.



These honors reflected the trust and respect he earned among
both U.S. and Allied forces during his time in command.

Over the last three and half years, Munsch has employed the
U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa Band through an
unprecedented 838 musical engagements across 35 nations,
successfully projected the U.S. Navy’'s warrior ethos,
countered adversarial narratives, and secured strategic access
by leveraging non-kinetic “Phase 0” power to achieve military
and diplomatic objectives in Europe and Africa.

In addition to the band’s operational achievements, Munsch
commissioned three original musical works as tributes to the
enduring values of service, Alliance, and sacrifice: “Trust,
Deter, Defend,” “Sailor Mettle and Ship Metal,” and “Courage,
Crossing and Bombardment on D-Day. Concluding the Change of
Command ceremony, the U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa Band
performed one of these compositions, “Trust, Deter, Defend,”
honoring the leadership philosophy that defined his tenure.

Wikoff, who most recently served as Commander, Naval Forces
Central Command, U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined Maritime Forces,
expressed his gratitude to Munsch for his leadership and
dedication, and outlined his priorities wupon assuming
command.

“It is an honor to join this extraordinary team at a pivotal

time for our Navy,” said Wikoff. “”I look forward to
relentlessly enhancing our nation’s defense through an
innovative focus on warfighting, readiness, and

partnerships.”

For more than 80 years, NAVEUR/NAVAF has forged strategic
relationships with Allies and partners, leveraging a
foundation of shared values to share the duties of preserving
security and stability. Headquartered in Naples, Italy,
NAVEUR/NAVAF operates U.S. naval forces in the U.S. European
Command and U.S. Africa Command areas of responsibility.



Test Squadrons Prove ATAWS

Ready for Legacy Hornet
Pilots

This F/A-18D was used for ATAWS testing. (U.S. Navy)

Release From Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division

CHINA LAKE, Calif. — An F/A-18 Hornet raced low across the
China Lake desert during a simulated terrain collision.
Seconds later, the jet pulled up and climbed to safety. The
recovery proved the Automatic Terrain Awareness and Warning

System could take over when a pilot no longer has time to
respond.

The recovery was part of a joint test program by the “Dust
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Devils” of Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (VX) 31 at Naval
Air Warfare Center Weapons Division, in partnership with the
“Salty Dogs” of VX-23 at Naval Air Station Patuxent River,
Maryland.

Controlled Flight Into Terrain has long been one of tactical
aviation’s most unforgiving hazards. It occurs when a fully
functional aircraft is unintentionally flown into the ground.

Between 2010 and 2016, the Navy and Marine Corps lost several
F/A-18 Hornets in training and operational mishaps. Each loss
reinforced the need for an automatic safeguard that could save
aircrew and aircraft when human limits are reached.

The Marine Corps recognized that need after seeing the Air
Force'’s Automatic Ground Collision Avoidance
System save multiple F-16 pilots. Marine aviators and flight
test teams pushed for a similar capability in the F/A-18A-D,
launching development under the Navy’'s program office for
the aircraft, PMA-265, to protect pilots and extend the life
of a platform no longer in production.

“The Marine Corps F/A-18A-D legacy Hornet community was the
driving force behind ATAWS,” said Lt. Col. Timothy Burchett,
commanding officer of VX-31. “Every Hornet saved means one
more aircraft and aviator available for combat.”

How ATAWS works

ATAWS builds upon the Hornet’s existing Terrain Awareness
Warning System. It continuously predicts the aircraft’s flight
path relative to the earth’s surface, using terrain data,
altitude, speed and attitude to calculate when a collision 1is
certain without pilot action.

When a crash is nearly imminent, the system issues visual and
audible warnings. If the pilot fails to respond, ATAWS levels
the wings automatically. It then instructs a rapid pull-up to
clear the terrain. Control is returned to the pilot once



the aircraft is at a safe altitude.

Since legacy Hornets use manual throttles, ATAWS intervenes
through flight control inputs only. The system engages only
after a pilot has missed all visual and auditory cues,
providing automatic recovery when there’s no longer time for a
human response.

“Any time a system is designed to intentionally take control
of the aircraft away from the pilot, extreme diligence 1is
required,” Burchett said. “We had to be absolutely certain it
would not interfere with a mission or take action when it
shouldn’t.”

Testing the system at China Lake

From 2023 to 2025, VX-31 partnered with VX-23. They conducted
a joint test campaign to ensure ATAWS operated safely and
predictably in various flight conditions.

The team executed three phases.

VX-23 completed 32 flights evaluating system logic responses
to different dives and recoveries. VX-31 flew 16 flights
focused on nuisance testing over flat desert and mountainous
terrain to make sure the system would not trigger false
warnings or recoveries. The final phase combined both
squadrons at China Lake for 16 full-performance flights over
seven consecutive weeks.

“The team executed 177 test points that challenged and
stressed the system,” said David Pineda, a VX-31 flight test
engineer. “Those test points validated that ATAWS met or
exceeded the modeled performance.”

Maj. Brian “Wedge” Walpole, VX-31 Legacy Hornet department
head, said the system’s consistency between simulator and
actual performance confirmed its readiness.

“Regardless of terrain or flight profiles, the system flew



like the simulator, and we verified the model
through flight test,” Walpole said.

Throughout those weeks, pilots did high-G maneuvers and low-
angle strafing runs. Flight test engineers in the test bay
watched telemetry. Meanwhile, chase plane crews provided
visual backup to ensure safety and effectiveness. The
team observed only minor anomalies, none requiring design
changes.

Seamless collaboration

The ATAWS test effort united VX-31’'s mission systems experts
with VX-23's flight sciences team into one integrated test
unit. Two separate approaches merged into a shared plan built
on trust and communication.

“This was the best test program I have ever been a part of,”
said Burchett. “The teams from Patuxent River and China Lake
were so well integrated that you couldn’t tell where each team
member came from if you didn’t already know the people
involved.”

Walpole called collaboration the foundation for success.

“We turned the challenge of two different test methods into an
advantage by working face to face and keeping communication
open,” he said.

Direct impact on fleet readiness

Following PMA-265's approval, ATAWS will begin fleet rollout
in early calendar year 2026. The benefits to the Marine Corps
are 1immediate: fewer 1lost pilots and aircraft,
higher readiness and greater combat availability.

“ATAWS directly advances warfighter capability by ensuring
assets are available for forward-deployed power projection,”
Burchett said. “Every time an aircraft is lost to a mishap, it
directly degrades the ability of the Marine Corps to forward



project power.”

For test pilots and fleet squadrons alike, ATAWS represents a
readiness gain that enhances safety without altering
established tactics or habit patterns.

Maj. Ken “Lloyd” Endicott, VX-9 operational test director,
said the system “makes protection from CFIT far more robust,
but it doesn’t replace disciplined flight planning and
conduct.”

Looking ahead

ATAWS sets the stage for future integration of the
Automatic Ground Collision Avoidance System in the F/A-18E/F
Super Hornet and EA-18G Growler. VX-31 and VX-23 will apply
lessons learned from the legacy Hornet to these newer
platforms, incorporating system improvements based on the
legacy Hornet test results and taking advantage of additional
functionality that the newer platforms have available, such as
potentially automating a throttle response in a way that was
not possible in the older aircraft.

Burchett said the same teamwork that drove ATAWS testing will
carry forward into these next efforts.

“The results of the test were incredibly successful, which 1is
an absolute testament to the whole team of designers,
engineers, and test pilots who diligently worked the program
for many years,” he said. “ATAWS will save lives. There’s no
higher return on investment than that.”



SAIC, HavocAI Partner to Link
Autonomous Fleets to Global
Command and Control
Infrastructure

Release From SAIC

RESTON, Va., Nov. 19, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) - Science
Applications International Corp. (NASDAQ: SAIC), a premier
Fortune 500 mission integrator, and HavocAI, the leader 1in
collaborative maritime autonomy, today announced an effort to
integrate SAIC’s real-time, multi-domain communications and
data backbone with HavocAI's fully-autonomous, problem-solving
fleets. This collaboration will drastically improve maritime
domain awareness within the joint, unified warfighting network
for the U.S. Navy.

This integration connects HavocAI’'s collaborative autonomy
stack — which currently powers dozens of autonomous vessels in
self-organizing teams with the potential to scale to thousands
— to broader command and control infrastructure through SAIC's
advanced Joint Range Extension (JRE) system. JRE extends the
range and interoperability of Link 16 (TADIL-J), which enables
U.S. armed forces and allied air, ground, and maritime
platforms to collect and exchange vast amounts of tactical
data in real-time for faster decision-making.

Adding maritime systems enabled with HavocAI’'s autonomy to
Link 16 can ultimately connect huge, heterogeneous fleets
of globally-networked sensors, lethal platforms, and command
and control systems to the infrastructure of all military
services and allies seamlessly and instantaneously. This meets
multiple objectives of the U.S. military’'s Combined Joint All
Domain Command and Control (CJADC2) effort to close all-domain
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kill chains near machine speed and provide U.S. and allied
warfighters with unparalleled decision dominance.

“This is a significant leap forward in expanding the
capability of large-scale collaborative autonomy,” said Paul
Lwin, CEO and co-founder of HavocAI. “By integrating with
SAIC’s proven JRE infrastructure, we’re not just connecting
our autonomous vessels to existing systems—we’re fundamentally
enhancing how autonomous maritime systems receive and provide
real-time tactical data within joint and coalition C2
systems.”

“SAIC’'s JRE has been the backbone of advanced joint
interoperability for two decades and this partnership to
bring HavocAI’'s innovative autonomous platform into the fold
will provide immediate operational value and drive the future
of maritime operations for the U.S. Navy,” said Barbara
Supplee, SAIC Executive Vice President of Navy Business Group.
“The ability to seamlessly integrate dozens of autonomous
vessels into our C2 architecture will provide warfighters with
an unprecedented level of maritime domain awareness, sea
denial, and sea control.”

The integrated solution is being prepared for demonstrations
and exercises where HavocAI’'s autonomous fleet
will showcase its ability to provide real-time situational
awareness data through JRE to maritime operations centers,
supporting the Navy’'s vision for hybrid fleet operations.

Scientific Systems’ Autonomy
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Software Achieves Major
Milestone in Test with
Unmanned Boats

Advanced Software Enables Coordinated, Autonomous Execution of
Complex Maritime Operations During Real-World Ocean Trial

From Scientific Systems

BURLINGTON, Mass., November 18, 2025 — Scientific Systems, a
defense software prime with expertise in maritime and multi-
domain operations, announced today that its distributed AI-
powered OPTIMUS autonomy software successfully executed a
recent on-water test of multiple unmanned surface vessels
(USVs) performing end-to-end cooperative mission activities.
The weeklong maritime test demonstrates that Scientific
Systems’ scalable autonomy software is ready now to support
“intelligent affordable mass” — the deployment of swarms of
autonomous low-cost platforms that use edge-based AI to
dynamically coordinate, rapidly adapt, and dramatically
increase survivability & lethality, to achieve mission intent
in relevant scenarios.

The August demonstration featured a fleet of nine boats
equipped with Scientific Systems’ AI-powered collaborative
autonomy software. The software enabled the vessels to operate
as an intelligent swarm, searching, monitoring, and engaging
targets while avoiding obstacles with dynamic rerouting. This
activity was a result of seamless integration of real-time
sensing, sense-making, and AI decision-making in the

decentralized system. Scientific Systems’ unique,
decentralized autonomy software enables the formation of
“smart swarms” — collaborative, adaptive teams of platforms

that can execute complex missions in degraded communications
environments. A single remote operator defines only the
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mission rules, intent, and key authorities, while the
intelligent coordination and execution occur autonomously
among the platforms within the contested network. This
decentralized approach delivers major advantages over
communications-dependent, centrally controlled systems,
enabling mission plans to continue even with intermittent or
lost communications and eliminating vulnerability to the loss
of any single “leader” vessel-all while providing superior
resilience, scalability, and security.

“This test underscores the critical role software plays in
enabling affordable mass and autonomy at sea,” said Scientific
Systems Chief Executive Officer Kunal Mehra. “We’re proud to
support the mission of maritime operators and to advance the
readiness of scalable, autonomous USV squadrons.”

Today'’s announcement follows July’s unveiling of the VENOM
small Unmanned Surface Vehicle (sUSV), developed to meet the
Navy'’'s operational need for high-performance sUSV
interceptors.

Scientific Systems’ software, integrated with the VENOM sUSV
family—offered in 6-, 9-, and 13-meter models and extendable
to other USVs—provides a flexible, mission-ready solution
built around a modular, scalable autonomy stack tailored to
customer-defined objectives.



