
RTX’s  Raytheon  Successfully
Demonstrates  Advanced
Tracking  Capabilities  of
AN/SPY-6(V)4 Radar 

In partnership with the U.S. Navy, Raytheon has successfully
completed its first live test of the AN/SPY-6(V)4 radar in a
maritime environment. 
Milestone  marks  the  first  live  test  in  a  maritime
environment   

BARKING SANDS, Hawaii (August 26, 2025) – In partnership with
the U.S. Navy, Raytheon, an RTX (NYSE: RTX) business, has
successfully completed its first live test of the AN/SPY-6(V)4
radar in a maritime environment. The milestone was achieved
during  recent  testing  at  the  Advanced  Radar  Detection
Laboratory located at the Pacific Missile Range Facility in
Hawaii. 

During multiple tests over open water, the radar successfully
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tracked  air  and  surface  targets  under  various  conditions.
These  tests  demonstrated  the  radar’s  advanced  tracking
capabilities across different mission scenarios and validated
years of modeling and simulation work. Additionally, the tests
yielded the first live data set for the (V)4 configuration,
which  will  help  refine  the  system  for  future  testing  and
eventual shipboard deployment.  

“The successful live demonstration of the SPY-6(V)4 radar is a
major step forward in advancing the capabilities of today’s
fleet  and  supporting  allied  operations  worldwide,”  said
Barbara Borgonovi, president of Naval Power at Raytheon. “The
radar will allow existing U.S. Navy Flight IIA Destroyers to
significantly  upgrade  their  detection  and  tracking
capabilities, allowing sailors to more effectively monitor and
respond to potential threats in real-time.” 

This is the next variant in the U.S. Navy’s SPY-6 Family of
Radars to undergo live maritime testing. The program will
continue  with  testing  and  system  enhancements,  leveraging
common hardware and software across other variants to ensure
seamless integration and scalability. 

Over the next decade, SPY-6 is expected to be deployed on more
than  60  U.S.  Navy  ships,  enhancing  defense  against  air,
surface, and ballistic threats. 

Vigor  Marine  Group,  Samsung
Heavy  Industries  Announce
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Strategic Partnership 
Leading repair and shipbuilding companies to team on flexible,
innovative solutions to enhance U.S. Navy, MSC support in
forward locations, U.S. shipbuilding 

From Vigor Marine Group 

PORTLAND, Ore. (August 26, 2025) — Vigor Marine Group (VMG), a
leading,  innovative  U.S.  provider  of  maintenance,
modernization,  and  marine  services,  today  announced  a
strategic partnership with Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI), one
of  the  world’s  largest  and  most  technologically  advanced
shipbuilders. The collaboration will bring expanded forward-
deployed maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) capacity to
the Indo-Pacific region, offering the U.S. Navy and Military
Sealift Command (MSC) a compelling new option to keep vessels
mission-ready.  In  addition,  the  two  leading  companies  may
explore  opportunities  to  support  a  U.S.  shipbuilding
renaissance,  including  a  return  to  Vigor  Marine  Group’s
shipbuilding roots in the Pacific Northwest. 

The U.S. Navy has been actively seeking partners capable of
executing forward repair to increase the availability of its
fleet.  Together,  this  partnership  will  combine  VMG’s  deep
customer  relationships,  proven  ability  to  deliver  complex
projects on time and on budget, and innovative, commercial
mindset  with  SHI’s  world-class  Korean  shipyard  facilities,
skilled  workforce,  and  advanced  technology  leadership.  The
result is a powerful new forward repair solution designed to
add high-quality repair capacity and operational agility, with
Vigor Marine Group as the lead U.S.-based prime contractor. 

“At Vigor Marine Group, our primary focus is on providing
solutions to our customers,” said Francesco Valente, President
&  CEO  of  Vigor  Marine  Group.  “We  understand  the  Navy’s
evolving needs and have built a track record of delivering
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results in support of our national defense. Partnering with
Samsung allows us to extend that same capability to forward-
deployed  operations  in  the  Indo-Pacific  and  potential
shipbuilding opportunities here in the U.S. — helping the Navy
increase its operational tempo while maintaining the highest
quality standards.” 

The  partnership  reflects  both  companies’  commitment  to
innovation.  VMG  continually  develops  new  ways  to  perform
maintenance  and  modernization  work  more  efficiently  and
effectively, while SHI leads the global shipbuilding industry
in  automation,  digital  shipyard  technology,  and  advanced
engineering.  Together,  they  will  introduce  new  levels  of
innovation  to  forward  repair  operations,  streamlining
processes,  reducing  downtime,  and  enhancing  overall  fleet
readiness.  Looking  ahead,  investment  and  implementation  of
SHI’s  advanced  technology  could  support  new  shipbuilding
opportunities here at home.  

“We  find  it  very  meaningful  to  partner  with  Vigor  Marine
Group, a leading MRO service provider in the U.S.,” said Sung-
an Choi, Vice Chairman and CEO of Samsung Heavy Industries.
“We will do our utmost to establish a foundation for building
commercial  and  auxiliary  ships  for  the  U.S.  through  the
successful delivery of world-class MRO services.” 

VMG’s unique ability to manage evolving scopes of work with a
commercial  mindset  helps  customers  address  emerging  repair
needs efficiently. The company’s leading project and customer
management  expertise,  combing  with  SHI’s  state-of-the-art
facilities outside the U.S. provide opportunities to support
key customers in real time, in their areas of need. This
partnership  both  supports  the  readiness  of  our  defense
maritime fleet as well as a strong, U.S. industrial base by
keeping work within U.S. companies and opening pathways for
revitalization of U.S. shipyards for new construction. 



Navy Installs 34th Chief of
Naval Operations 

Aug. 25, 2025 | From the Navy Office of Information 

Navy Adm. Daryl Caudle assumed the duties as the 34th chief of
naval  operations  during  an  assumption  of  office  ceremony,
attended  by  over  300  Defense  Department  senior  leaders,
distinguished guests and families at the Washington Navy Yard
today, in Washington. 

 The CNO is a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and serves
as an advisor to the president, the National Security Council,
the Homeland Security Council and the defense secretary and is
responsible  for  the  command,  utilization  of  resources  and
operating  efficiency  of  worldwide  naval  forces  and  shore
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activities. 

“As  I  step  into  the  role  as  your  34th  chief  of  naval
operations, I do so with great pride, immense gratitude and an
absolute focus on the mission ahead,” Caudle said in a video
to the fleet, released shortly before the ceremony. 

During  the  ceremony,  he  further  discussed  his  priorities,
including  sailors,  operational  readiness  and  fleet
modernization.  

“The sailor will be front and center in my vision throughout
my tenure as CNO — hands down, no exception,” Caudle said. “To
ensure that they are ready to fight and win decisively —
today,  tomorrow  and  well  into  the  future  —  we  will  view
everything we do we through an operational lens focused on
three  priorities:  the  foundry,  the  fleet  and  the  way  we
fight.” 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  John  Phelan  acted  as  the  presiding
officer and keynote speaker of the ceremony, highlighting the
importance  of  the  Navy  and  the  prioritization  of  future
shipbuilding development. 

 ”Admiral Caudle, ‘the honey badger,’ is the right man for the
job,” Phelan said. “He has a reputation for challenging the
status quo, demanding results and refusing to accept excuses.
I  look  forward  to  seeing  that  relentlessness  pursuit  of
excellence  and  persistence  pervade  the  halls  of  the
Pentagon.”  

During his remarks, Caudle emphasized his gratitude to his
family, especially his wife, Donna Caudle, for their steadfast
support throughout his 40-year career. 

“Your influence is woven into the very fabric of my being,
into every decision I’ve ever made,” Caudle said. “From the
moment we met, you’ve been the bedrock of my life. You’re the
anchor that has kept me grounded, especially in the sometimes-



turbulent seas of this profession.” 

Caudle’s previous assignments include commander of U.S. Fleet
Forces Command, commander of Submarine Forces and commander of
Submarine Force Atlantic. 

Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jim Kilby relinquished the
office  of  the  CNO  after  serving  as  the  acting  CNO  from
February to August 2025. 

Caudle and Phelan commended Kilby for his leadership, which
ensured the uninterrupted performance of the Navy’s mission
and  continued  to  foster  positive  relationships  with  U.S.
allies and partners. 

USS  Higgins  Completes
Expeditionary  Missile  Reload
Simulation At Sea 
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From MC2 Trevor Hale, Aug. 25, 2025 

CLEVELAND  BAY,  Australia  – The  Arleigh  Burke-class  guided-
missile  destroyer  USS  Higgins  (DDG  76)  simulated  an
expeditionary  reload  of  a  Standard  Missile  (SM)  2  while
anchored in the vicinity of Townsville, Australia, July 28. 

The  exercise  demonstrates  enhanced  expeditionary  logistics
capabilities essential for sustained naval operations in the
Indo-Pacific region. U.S. Navy’s Commander, Logistics Group
Western Pacific/Task Force 73 (COMLOG WESTPAC/CTF-73) led the
reload effort ashore. 
 
“This successful rearm event was the result of exceptional
teamwork between the ship’s crew, shore support teams, and
technical experts,” said Chief Warrant Officer 3 Kevin Kodrin,
COMLOG WESTPAC/CTF-73 ordnance officer. “Exercises like this
are  critical  to  validating  our  ability  to  safely  and
effectively reload at sea, ensuring our ships remain combat-



ready whenever and wherever needed.” 
 
In 2023 and 2024, U.S. Navy destroyers conducted expeditionary
vertical launching system (VLS) reloads in Eden, Australia,
and  Darwin,  Australia,  respectively.  Following  exercise
Talisman Sabre in September 2023, the USS Rafael Peralta (DDG
115) rearmed with an SM-2 in Eden, while the USS Dewey (DDG
105) followed exercise Kakadu with an SM-2 reload in Darwin in
September 2024. 
 
The Higgins operates under Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 15, the
Navy’s  largest  DESRON  and  the  U.S.  7th  Fleet’s  principal
surface force, and Task Force 70. 
 
“We are strengthening distributed logistics capabilities that
enhance our collective operational readiness across the Indo-
Pacific,” said Rear Adm. Eric Anduze, commander,Task Force 70.
“This gives our warfighters a tremendous amount of agility to
strike from sea, move, reload, reposition and strike again. It
represents a lethal tactical advantage that helps us protect
the safety and prosperity of the region.” 
 
COMLOG WESTPAC/CTF-73 sustains the U.S. Navy’s maritime forces
and is responsible for all diving and salvage operations in
the  Western  Pacific  in  support  of  a  free  and  open  Indo-
Pacific. 
 
Task Force 70 directs the preponderance of forward-deployed
air and surface maneuver and striking forces in the U.S. 7th
Fleet area of operations, overseeing DESRON 15, Helicopter
Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 51 and expeditionary Electronic
Attack Squadron (VAQ) 131, as well as the ships and aircraft
operating under Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 5, including the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73),
the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Robert Smalls
(CG 62), the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS
Shoup (DDG 86) and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5. 



 
U.S. 7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-deployed
numbered  fleet  and  routinely  interacts  and  operates  with
allies and partners in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific
region. 

New facility at San Nicolas
Island doubles target launch
capacity 

A GQM-163 target launches from San Nicolas Island as part of a
quad-launch.
From Naval Air Systems Command, Aug 21, 2025 

SAN NICOLAS ISLAND, Calif.—Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons
Division leaders, joined by Naval Surface Warfare Center –
Port Hueneme Division, Naval Facilities Command, and Naval
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Base Ventura County leaders, cut the ribbon Aug. 20 on a new
facility at San Nicolas Island that doubles the command’s
capacity for launching supersonic targets on the Point Mugu
Sea Range. 

The ground-launched GQM-163A Supersonic Sea Skimming Target is
capable of maneuvering to simulate current threats facing the
fleet and is a critical test and training asset for the Navy.
NAWCWD’s  Threat/Target  Systems  Department  operates  two
launchers  on  SNI  that  together  can  launch  four  targets
simultaneously, allowing sailors to train and qualify against
multiple incoming threats – a more realistic scenario than
single launches. 

That more complex training is especially critical given the
escalating tensions abroad. 

“The threat environment is changing every day, and we must
change and grow with it,” said Rear Adm. Keith Hash, NAWCWD
commander. “Being able to present multiple, realistic threats
is critical to ensure we deliver our warfighters a decisive
advantage so they can deter aggression and, if necessary, win
in conflict and return home safely.” 

“For the past two years, our surface Navy has been taking the
fight, taking the shots, on the other side of the world,” said
Capt. Anthony Holmes, commanding officer for NSWC-PHD. “Our
warfighters are being asked to fight and use their ships and
weapons in ways they never thought they would.” 

The new facility, a high explosive magazine, paired with a
recently completed missile assembly building, allows NAWCWD to
build  and  store  eight  GQM-163  targets  every  eight  weeks,
doubling the previous capacity of four targets. The Coyote, as
the target is called, is nearly 20 feet in length, 30 with its
booster  attached.  That  extended  size  necessitated  a  much
larger storage facility than previously existed at SNI. 

“We started this project in 2016 when PEO (IWS) came to us



looking  to  do  30-plus  launches  a  year.  At  the  time,  our
assembly buildings could only build two each – so a maximum of
four,” said Kevin Gross, TTSD director. “We began what became
known as MILCON P-586 for both facilities, but due to funding
it was split into two phases. The increase in capacity and
capability with this project was only possible because of the
funding and support from OPNAV N94.”  

The first facility completed was a Missile Assembly Building
in December 2022. That allowed more targets to be assembled on
site, but storing so many targets was still an issue until the
HEM  was  completed  in  June  2025  and  obtained  its  final
explosives  safety  certification  Aug.  13.  

The HEM’s ability to store up to 10 assembled targets and
boosters  significantly  reduces  the  timeline  for  conducting
final tests and acceptance prior to launches. The team can
conduct two quad launches in a 24-hour period with two back-up
targets ready to launch into the Point Mugu Sea Range, the
Department  of  Defense’s  largest  and  most  extensively
instrumented  overwater  test  range.  

“The Range is so valuable to the Surface Navy and the Navy
writ large. Threats are getting more complex, and the expanded
capabilities this new facility brings are critical to ensuring
our Sailors are ready to face them” said Capt. Anthony Holmes,
NSWC-PHD commanding officer. 

Naval Base Ventura County, which encompasses Point Mugu, Port
Hueneme, and SNI, also hosts three warfare centers including
NAWCWD  and  NSWC-PHD.  The  partnerships  between  the  warfare
centers, particularly on the Range, are critical to ensuring
effective,  efficient  weapons  testing  and  surface  fleet
training. 

“The unique capabilities here at NBVC are force multipliers
that ensure our Navy’s research and development, test and
training, and deployable forces are equipped to meet today’s



needs and tomorrow’s challenges,” said Capt. Daniel Brown,
NBVC commanding officer. 

The HEM is already in use, just in time for fleet training
this fall. 

UPDATE: USS New Orleans Fire
Incident 
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By U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs, Aug. 22, 2025 

YOKOSUKA,  Japan  –  UPDATE  Aug.  22:  The  San  Antonio-class
amphibious  transport  dock  ship  USS  New  Orleans  (LPD  18)
returned  under  its  own  propulsion  to  White  Beach  Naval
Facility, Okinawa, Japan, Aug. 22. 

New Orleans is providing its own berthing and galley services
remain open, allowing for the crew of nearly 380 Sailors to
continue to work and reside aboard their ship. Several Sailors
were treated for minor injuries and have returned to full
duty. Family members have been updated on the status of the



ship and crew. 

The cause of the fire is currently under investigation, and
damage assessors are presently aboard inspecting the impact,
which was limited to the forward area of the ship. 

  

Fire Aboard USS New Orleans Extinguished 

By U.S. 7th Fleet Public Affairs, Aug. 21, 2025 

YOKOSUKA–  A  fire  aboard  the  San  Antonio-class  amphibious
transport  dock  ship  USS  New  Orleans  (LPD  18),  which  is
anchored  near  White  Beach  Naval  Facility,  Okinawa,  was
declared extinguished at 4 a.m., Aug. 21. 

The fire began at approximately 4 p.m., Aug. 20. The cause of
the fire is currently under investigation. 

New Orleans Sailors’ firefighting efforts were supported by
the crew of the San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock
ship USS San Diego (LPD 22), which is moored at White Beach
Naval Facility. 

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force; Japan Coast Guard; and U.S.
Navy commands from across Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa
also provided critical support to the firefighting efforts.   

Several Sailors were taken to New Orleans’ medical for minor
injuries. 

New Orleans’ crew will remain aboard the ship. Additional
services  and  berthing  are  available  aboard  San  Diego  and
Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa, if needed. 

Continue  to  follow  U.S.  7th  Fleet  for
updates www.c7f.navy.mil  

http://www.c7f.navy.mil/


Eureka Naval Craft Signs MOU
with Singapore Shipbuilder to
Build AIRCAT BENGAL Warships
and Offshore Workboats 

Release from Eureka Naval Craft

Houston-headquartered defense company Eureka Naval Craft is
seeking to ramp up production of its AIRCAT BENGAL MC warship
in  Asia  after  signing  an  MOU  with  Singapore  shipbuilder
Strategic Marine (S) Pte Ltd. 

Eureka  Naval  Craft  CEO  Bo  Jardine  said  the  aim  of  the
partnership  is  to  bring  a  highly  advanced  Modular  Attack
Surface Craft (MASC) to the US Navy and allied navies quickly
at a time of increased threat. The versatile catamaran vessel
design can further be retooled for the commercial offshore
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industry as a workboat. 

He said the AIRCAT BENGAL MC solves a pain-point for navies
having  sophisticated  lethality  including  Tomahawk  cruise
missile capability.  But importantly Jardine says the vessel
comes  without  the  crippling  costs  and  complex  design
requirements which have dogged naval shipbuilding programs in
recent years. 

“By joining forces with Strategic Marine, we are combining
American innovation with Singaporean shipbuilding excellence
to meet the needs of navies worldwide,” he said. “The AIRCAT
BENGAL MC’s modular payload system, large aft deck range, and
speed  ensure  it  is  at  the  forefront  of  maritime
technology—ready to adapt to the ever-evolving threats and
mission requirements. Our collaboration demonstrates the value
of  U.S.-Singapore  cooperation  in  driving  innovation,
strengthening supply chains, and supporting regional security.
We are proud to contribute to the U.S. DoD and U.S. Navy’s
vision for a more innovative, autonomous, and collaborative
maritime force.” 

Mr. Chan Eng Yew from Strategic Marine said: “We are delighted
to collaborate with Eureka on this groundbreaking project. Our
Singapore shipyard is equipped with the latest technology and
staffed by a highly experienced team, enabling us to deliver
complex vessels quickly and at scale. The AIRCAT BENGAL MC,
with its advanced autonomy, exemplifies the future of high-
performance  vessels  for  both  defense  and  offshore  energy
logistics. This partnership not only benefits our companies,
but also contributes to the broader economic and security
interests  of  both  Singapore  and  the  United  States,  while
supporting allied and partner country collaboration in the
Indo-Pacific.” 

Jardine said the 36m multi-mission Surface Effect Ship (SES)
can operate as a fully or semi autonomous vessel. Meanwhile it
is the first naval vessel anywhere in the world to be able to



carry a 40-tonne payload with a top speed of more than 50
knots,  payload  depending,  and  a  range  of  1,000  nautical
miles.   

“The reality is the naval market in this weight class needs
disrupting,” he said. “Too many vessels today are outdated,
sluggish, and expensive. The AIRCAT BENGAL MC provides an
alternative to naval corvettes and frigates, thanks to its
optimized design and use of modular construction techniques.
And the vessel is so versatile it can be used as a troop
transport vessel, landing support craft, electronic warfare
platform, drone mothership and for mine laying and counter-
mine warfare.” 

Jardine said the MOU will further have an AUKUS dimension via
Eureka’s partnership with Australian defense company Greenroom
Robotics. He said the AIRCAT BENGAL MC has one of the most
advanced autonomous navigation systems thanks to deploying the
Greenroom Advanced Maritime Autonomy (GAMA) Software system.
Greenroom has spent years developing the system notably on a
57m decommissioned Armidale-class patrol boat, Sentinel, known
as the Patrol Boat Autonomy Trial (PBAT). 

Jardine  said  the  MOU  will  further  see  the  AIRCAT  BENGAL
vessels  adapted  for  the  commercial  offshore  oil  and  gas
sector.  He  pointed  to  the  vessel’s  ability  to  move  items
offshore and provide a fast, safe alternative for personnel
transfer as key advantages.  

Jardine confirmed Eureka is in talks with US shipyards and the
US Navy to build AIRCAT vessels in the United States. 



Navy  F/A-18E  Pilot  Safely
Recovered After Ejection Off
Coast of Virginia
By Lt. Jackie Parashar, Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic,
Aug. 20, 2025 

NORFOLK,  Va.  –  At  approximately  9:53  a.m.  EDT,  a  pilot
assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 83, ejected from an
F/A-18E Super Hornet while operating off the coast of Virginia
during a routine training flight. 
  
Multiple search and rescue assets were deployed and quickly
arrived on scene. The pilot was rescued at approximately 11:21
a.m. EDT and was transported to a local hospital for further
medical evaluation. The F/A-18E remains in the water where it
crashed. 
  
The cause of the mishap is under investigation. 
  

HII  Selected  for  U.S.  Navy
Training Contract to Enhance
Readiness
Release From HII

MCLEAN, Va., Aug. 20, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII (NYSE: HII)
announced  today  that  its  Mission  Technologies  division  is
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among the companies included on a multiple award contract to
provide training products and services that will enhance U.S.
Navy fleet readiness. 

The indefinite-delivery, indefinite-quantity (IDIQ) contract
has a ceiling of $267 million and will enable HII to compete
for  task  orders  for  the  Naval  Education  and  Training
Professional Development Center, which supports professional
growth and readiness for U.S. Navy enlisted personnel, and
other naval education training commands. 

“Sailor  training  and  professional  development  are  mission-
critical — especially when it comes to force protection and
combat readiness,” said Michael Lempke, president of Mission
Technologies’  Global  Security  business.  “This  initiative
empowers  sailors  with  the  technical  skills  they  need  to
perform at the highest level, while opening doors for career
advancement and lifelong learning.” 

The  multiple  award  contract  will  support  and  enhance
education,  training,  career  development  and  personnel
advancement  for  the  Navy’s  force  development  enterprise,
including  curriculum  development  and  learning  management
systems  like  Navy  e-learning  that  will  enable  sailors  to
participate  in  on-demand  web-based  training.  Training
opportunities like these will enable sailors to meet rapidly
changing  mission  tasks  in  an  increasingly  network-centric
warfare environment. 

HII provides high-value engineering and technology solutions
for  multi-domain  training,  creating  realistic  live  and
synthetic  training  environments  that  provide  real-world
mission rehearsal support. 



USNS  Comfort  Returns  Home
After  Continuing  Promise
2025 

NORFOLK, Va. – Sailors assigned to the Mercy-class hospital
ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) man the rails during Comfort’s
homecoming  to  Naval  Station  Norfolk  after  completing
Continuing Promise 2025 (CP25) Aug. 17, 2025. (U.S. Navy photo
by MC2 Deven Fernandez)
From USNAVSOUTH/4th Fleet Public Affairs, Aug. 18, 2025 

NORFOLK, Va. – The Mercy-class hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-
AH 20) returned to Naval Station Norfolk (NSN), Aug. 17, 2025,
marking the successful completion of Continuing Promise 2025
(CP25). Comfort returned to NSN after a 79-day deployment,
providing  medical  care,  humanitarian  assistance  and
strengthening  relationships  with  partner  nations  in  the
Caribbean and South and Central America. 

During CP25, Comfort conducted port visits in Grenada, Panama,
Ecuador,  Dominican  Republic,  Costa  Rica,  and  Trinidad  and
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Tobago. 
 
“We  departed  with  a  clear  plan  to  execute  the  Continuing
Promise mission. The environment demanded adaptability, but
our commitment to that promise never wavered,” said Capt. Ryan
Kendall, commodore, Destroyer Squadron 40 (DESRON 40) and CP25
mission commander. “The Comfort team and our partners exceeded
all expectations, delivering exceptional care and expertise at
every mission stop. We forged stronger bonds and honed our
collective capabilities, ensuring we are better prepared to
support our allies in the face of natural disasters, medical
crises, or regional conflict.” 
 
CP25 highlights the U.S. Navy’s dedication to global health
and humanitarian aid. Through collaboration, Comfort addressed
critical healthcare needs, improved community well-being, and
fostered lasting relationships. From surgeries to veterinary
care, construction, and music, the mission’s diverse approach
achieved  sustainable  development  and  strengthened  regional
security. 
 
During CP25, Comfort’s medical team provided care to 12,616
patients  across  six  countries.  Aboard  the  ship,  surgeons
performed 242 surgeries, including cataract removals, hernia
repairs, cleft lip surgeries, and a variety of other plastic
and general surgeries. At shore-based medical sites, the team
encountered  1,919  dental  patients,  filled  17,166
prescriptions,  and  distributed  7,429  pairs  of  glasses  and
sunglasses.  Furthermore,  the  biomedical  crew  restored  more
than  $2,235,000  worth  of  medical  equipment,  including
sterilizers,  defibrillators,  microscopes,  X-ray,  and
anesthesia  units.  
 
“Doing this type of work has been incredibly gratifying for
me,”  said  Hospital  Corpsman  2nd  Class  Malachi  Gregory,
assigned to the central sterilization room aboard Comfort.
“Having the opportunity to come down here and help people who



otherwise wouldn’t be helped, and seeing them afterwards with
their families is what makes this mission worth it.” 
 
The  CP25  team  extended  its  reach  beyond  medical  care  by
actively  supporting  local  communities.  Seabees  from  Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 dedicated 2,571 man-
hours  to  improving  eight  local  schools  throughout  the
Caribbean, Central and South America. These repairs enhanced
the learning environment for students and staff and provided
valuable opportunities for the Seabees to engage with the
community. 
 
“It touched my heart to hear the stories of people from the
countries we’ve visited,” said Construction Electrician 3rd
Class Fransisco EspinozaJuarez, assigned to NMCB 11. “I feel
that the work is better out here, because it’s to help a group
of people in need and improving the way of their life.” 
 
Beyond  human  patients  and  school  repairs,  U.S.  Army
veterinarians  from  the  248th  Medical  Detachment  Veterinary
Service Support significantly improved animal welfare during
the mission, delivering 2,267 treatments, including spays and
neuters, and training 512 animal handlers in best practices
from cattle farming to food safety. 
 
“I was on Continuing Promise 2024, so I came here with an idea
of what the mission would look like,” said Spc. Shahhawaz
Peer, a veterinarian assigned to the 248th Medical Detachment.
“We were able to make a larger impact than before because of
the capabilities of Comfort and the team, especially in Costa
Rica with 1,700 animals treated.” 
 
Beyond providing direct animal care, CP25’s veterinary team
empowered  local  dog  handlers  with  essential  skills  for
independent animal treatment. 
 
“We also trained different militaries, including police forces



and dog handlers, in K-9 tactical combat casualty care (TCCC)
so they can be prepared for whatever happens to their dogs,”
explained Spc. Shahhawaz Peer, a veterinarian assigned to the
248th Medical Detachment. 
 
K-9  TCCC  was  one  of  113  subject  matter  expert  exchanges
conducted during CP25. The Comfort team hosted other medical
expertise  exchanges  –  covering  topics  such  as  TCCC,
preventative  medicine,  and  “Stop  the  Bleed”  –  for  4,022
participants across all mission stops. 
 
“I  was  meeting  experts  from  the  countries  that  we  were
visiting and exchanging knowledge with them,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Laurie  Tantlier,  a  preventative  medicine  doctor  aboard
Comfort.  “I  am  also  responsible  for  the  force  health
protection  of  the  ship,  which  means  I’m  responsible  for
ensuring the crew is healthy and prepared. It is rewarding,
especially because it means my team and I are able to help so
many  people,  both  my  fellow  service  members  and  partner
nations.” 
 
Community relations (COMREL) events and U.S. Fleet Forces Band
“Uncharted Waters” performances were instrumental in forging
connections that transcended languages with the communities in
all six locations. The mission included 33 band performances
and 24 COMREL events, reaching a 10,545 people and 2,358 man-
hours, respectively. 
 
“It was great to see familiar faces and to see that what we’re
doing has a lasting impact,” said Ensign Christopher McGann,
“Uncharted Waters” band director. “Trinidad and Tobago was the
best example because their band recognized us from 2023 and
immediately jumped at the opportunity to work with us. It’s a
unique opportunity to see new places, meet new people, and
have a commonality of sharing music together.” 
 
These  COMREL  events  included  painting  projects,  beach



cleanups,  and  sports  days  with  the  community.  
 
“I got the opportunity to participate in a COMREL in Grenada,”
said Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Bryce Rowley, assigned to
surgical  services  aboard  Comfort.  “We  expected  a  friendly
soccer match with the local school team, but we ended up
facing their national squad. The unexpected challenge proved
to be incredibly rewarding. I built lasting friendships that
day, and now I watch familiar faces dominate the national
stage, cheering them on with the warmth of a true supporter.” 
 
A testament to enduring commitment, CP25 is the 16th mission
to the region since 2007 and the eighth aboard Comfort. These
missions  have  been  instrumental  in  cultivating  goodwill,
strengthening critical partnerships with allied nations, and
catalyzing  collaborative  initiatives  among  countries,  non-
federal entities, and international stakeholders. 
 
Comfort’s  return  to  Naval  Station  Norfolk  marks  the
culmination of CP25, a mission forging strengthened alliances
and  revitalized  communities.  The  true  impact  transcends
statistics, visible instead in the gratitude of those served
and the transformative experience of the crew, returning as
U.S.  ambassadors  of  goodwill.  The  enduring  legacy  of
Continuing Promise: a testament to the power of compassion and
collaboration. 
 
U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet supports
U.S. Southern Command’s joint and combined military operations
by employing maritime forces in cooperative maritime security
operations to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and
build  enduring  partnerships  in  order  to  enhance  regional
security and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the
Caribbean, Central and South American region. 
 
Learn  more  about  USNAVSOUTH/4th  Fleet  news  and  photos,
visit facebook.com/NAVSOUS4THFLT, https://www.fourthfleet.navy
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.mil/,  X  –  @  NAVSOUS4THFLT,
and https://www.linkedin.com/company/u-s-naval-forces-southern
-command-u-s-4th-fleet 
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