
Britain’s Largest Warship HMS
Prince  Of  Wales  Makes
Virginia  Temporary  Homeport
During East Coast Deployment 

The  Royal  British  Navy’s  Queen  Elizabeth-class  aircraft
carrier  HMS  Prince  of  Wales  (R09)  conducts  an  underway
replenishment  with  the  U.S.  Navy’s  USNS  Supply  (T-AOE-6),
Sept. 19, 2023. Prince of Wales is participating in a Western
Atlantic deployment off the East Coast. (U.S. Navy photo by
Lt. j.g. Thomas McGowan)
Release from U.S. Fleet Forces Command, Sept. 29, 2023 

***** 

NORFOLK, Va. — The United Kingdom’s largest aircraft carrier,
HMS Prince of Wales (R09), will make Naval Station Norfolk its
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temporary homeport this fall beginning Sept. 30 as it pushes
the  boundaries  of  Naval  Aviation  with  F-35  Lightning
advancement and drone launches off the East Coast over the
next few months. 

HMS Prince of Wales left for deployment in early September
with a goal to further develop how the Royal Navy utilizes
Carrier Strike Groups. After a visit to Mayport, Florida, the
warship will be pushing the limits of their carrier, operating
drones, strike fighters, tilt-rotors and helicopters from both
the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps.  

Over the next few months the warship will specifically be
pushing the boundaries of carrier landings for the U.K.’s
fifth-generation jets, the F-35 Lightning stealth fighter.  

Allowing the jets to land on the carrier faster and while
carrying heavier loads (i.e. more fuel and weapons) will allow
HMS Prince of Wales to launch more strike missions, faster. 

The carrier will also practice launching and landing the F-35
in heavy sea states to demonstrate their ability to operate in
harsh environments.  

These sea states are why the HMS Prince of Wales is operating
off the East Coast, to capitalize on the heavy seas that come
with hurricane season in the United States. 

Part of HMS Prince of Wales’ deployment will include multiple
port calls to Naval Station Norfolk this fall, where they will
be hosted by Carrier Strike Group-10 and the Nimitiz-class
aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77). 

Sailors aboard HMS Prince of Wales will be able to tour Naval
Station Norfolk and visit surrounding areas in the coming
months.



USS  Louisiana  Proves
Readiness  of  Unmatched
Strategic Weapons System 

An unarmed Trident II D5LE missile launches from the Ohio-
class ballistic missile submarine USS Louisiana (SSBN 743),
marking a successful Demonstration and Shakedown Operation-32
(DASO-32) off the coast of San Diego, California, Wednesday.
The primary objective of a DASO is to evaluate and demonstrate
the readiness of the SSBN’s Strategic Weapon System (SWS) and
crew before operational deployment following the submarine’s
engineered  refueling  overhaul.  DASO-32  is  the  last  DASO
conducted by an Ohio-class SSBN coming out of engineering
refueling overhaul (ERO), marking the completion of all post-
ERO  DASOs  for  the  Ohio-class  SSBNs.  The  Trident  II  D5LE
strategic weapon system is the system that will provide the
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initial SWS capability for the Columbia-class SSBN. (U.S. Navy
Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kevin Tang)
Release from Strategic Systems Programs Office, Sept. 28, 2023

***** 

SAN  DIEGO  —  The  U.S.  Navy’s  Strategic  Systems  Programs
conducted a scheduled, missile test flight of an unarmed life-
extended  Trident  II  (D5LE)  missile  from  USS  Louisiana
(SSBN-743), an Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine, on the
Western Test Range off the coast of San Diego, California, at
approximately 2:10 p.m. Sept. 27, 2023. 

This test marks 191 successful missile launches of the Trident
II (D5 & D5LE) strategic weapon system (SWS) missile since it
began operations in 1989. Trident II missile remains unmatched
in its reliability. 

“I am immensely proud of the government-industry team,” said
VADM  Johnny  Wolfe,  Jr.,  Director  of  Strategic  Systems
Programs.  “The  completion  of  DASO-32  marks  an  historic
milestone in the life of the Trident II D5 weapons system, and
provides the SSP team with a tangible reminder of the great
responsibility before us—sustain this unmatched weapons system
while developing the next generation strategic weapons system
to  ensure  our  nation’s  sea-based  strategic  deterrence
capability  through  2084.”  

This was part of a Demonstration and Shakedown Operation,
designated DASO-32.  DASO-32 is the last DASO conducted by an
Ohio-class  SSBN  coming  out  of  Engineering  Refuel  Overhaul
(ERO). The primary objective of a DASO is to evaluate and
demonstrate  the  readiness  of  the  SSBN’s  strategic  weapon
system and crew before operational deployment following the
submarine’s  midlife  refueling  overhaul  or  as  part  of  new
construction. 

The Trident II (D5) SWS is a highly accurate and reliable
weapon system that has been actively deployed on Ohio-class



SSBNs since its introduction to operational deployment on USS
Tennessee (SSBN 734) in 1990.  It is the deployed system for
the  remaining  service  life  of  U.S  Ohio-class  and  United
Kingdom Vanguard-class SSBNs, and is the initial loadout for
the U.S. Columbia-class and U.K. Dreadnought-class SSBNs. 

Test launches are conducted on a recurring basis to evaluate
and  ensure  the  continued  reliability  and  accuracy  of  the
strategic  weapon  system.  Each  test  provides  valuable
information  about  our  strategic  weapon  systems,  thus
contributing  to  assurance  in  our  capabilities.  

The Navy’s last DASO was in October 2021 off the coast of Cape
Canaveral, Florida, from USS WYOMING (SSBN-742). The Navy’s
most  recent  flight  test—a  Follow-on  Commander’s  Evaluation
Test—was  a  series  of  two  missile  launches  from  USS  West
Virginia (SSBN-736) in June 2023 also off the coast of Cape
Canaveral, Florida. 

Flight test missiles are not armed. Safety of the public and
the crew conducting the mission is paramount.  Today’s launch
was conducted from sea, the missile flew over the sea, and
landed in the sea.  At no time did the missile fly over
land.  

The missile test was not conducted in response to any ongoing
world events or as a demonstration of power. Test launches,
including DASOs, are scheduled years in advance. 

Strategic Systems Programs is the Navy command that provides
cradle-to-grave  lifecycle  support  for  the  Navy’s  strategic
weapon systems.  This includes training, systems, equipment,
facilities and personnel responsible for ensuring the safety,
security, and effectiveness of the nation’s Submarine 

Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM) Trident II (D5LE) strategic
weapon system. In addition to maintaining the current Trident
II (D5LE) strategic weapons system, Strategic Systems Programs
is  looking  towards  the  future.  Nuclear  modernization  is



crucial  to  the  continued  success  of  the  U.S.’s  sea  based
strategic deterrent. Strategic Systems Programs is developing
the next generation strategic weapon system, and modernizing
shore-based  infrastructure  and  capabilities  to  sustain  the
Ohio-class to end of life and support Columbia-class fleet
introduction. 

SLBMs are the sea-based leg of the nation’s strategic nuclear
deterrent  Triad  that  also  includes  the  U.S.  Air  Force’s
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM) and nuclear-capable
bombers.  Each part of the Triad provides unique capabilities
and advantages.    

The sea-based leg makes up the majority – approximately 70
percent – of the U.S.’s deployed strategic nuclear deterrent
Triad. The SLBM is the most survivable leg of the triad,
provides  a  persistent  presence,  and  allows  for  flexible
concepts of operations. 

A credible, effective nuclear deterrent is essential to our
national security and the security of U.S. allies. Deterrence
remains a cornerstone of national security policy in the 21st
century. 

Navy  Orders  modernized
cockpit,  architecture
improvements  for  E-2D
aircraft 
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An  E-2D  Advanced  Hawkeye,  attached  to  the  “Bear  Aces”  of
Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW) 124, launches from
the flight deck of the world’s largest aircraft carrier USS
Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea,
Sept. 2 2023, during its scheduled deployment in the U.S.
Naval Forces Europe area of operations.
Release from Naval Air Systems Command, Sep 28, 2023 

***** 

NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, Patuxent River, Md. — The U.S. Navy
awarded an $845.5 million contract to Northrop Grumman Systems
Corporation for the E-2D Delta System Software Configuration 6
(DSSC 6) on Sept. 12. 

DSSC 6 is scheduled to be introduced in fiscal year 2027 and
aims to add the “most significant change to this platform
since the E-2D rolled out,” said Capt. Pete Arrobio, E-2/C-2
Airborne  Command  and  Control  Systems  Program  Office
(PMA-231) program  manager.  

“Essentially, with the changes and upgrades with DSSC 6, this
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will be an E-2D ‘Block II’ which will reduce pilot workload,
improve situational awareness, and bring vital readiness and
reliability  upgrades  paired  with  architecture  and
cybersecurity  improvements,”  said  Arrobio.  

DSSC 6 replaces the current integrated navigation and controls
and display systems and tactical mission computer and display
systems  on E-2D  Advanced  Hawkeye aircraft  with  a  modern
Hawkeye  cockpit  technology  refresh  and  theater  combat
identification  that  allows  for  rapid  integration  of  new
capabilities,  including  non-proprietary  applications  from
industry partners. 

Fielding of DSSC 6 in the fleet is scheduled to begin in
2029. 

PMA-231’s mission is to develop, acquire and sustain unmatched
carrier-based  airborne  command,  control,  and  logistics
aircraft with the E-2C Hawkeye, E-2D Advanced Hawkeye and C-2A
Greyhound. 

Navy  to  Commission  Future
Littoral Combat Ship Augusta 
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Release from the U.S. Department of Defense, Sept. 29, 2023 

*****

The Navy will commission the future USS Augusta (LCS 34) as
the  newest  Independence-variant  littoral  combat  ship  (LCS)
during a 10:00 a.m. EST ceremony on Saturday, Sept. 30, in
Eastport, Maine. 

The Honorable Jared Golden, U.S. Representative, Maine’s 2nd

District,  will  address  the  ceremony  via  recorded  remarks.
Remarks will also be provided by Vice Admiral John Fuller,
Naval  Inspector  General;  Rear  Adm.  James  Downey,  Special
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research,
Development,  and  Acquisition;  the  Honorable  Mark  O’Brien,
Mayor of Augusta, Maine; the Honorable Chris Gardner, Director
of the Eastport Port Authority and Washington County Maine
Commissioner; and Mr. Larry Ryder, Vice President of Business
Development, and External Affairs, Austal USA.  The ship’s
sponsor is the Honorable Leigh Saufley, President and Dean of
University of Maine School of Law and former Chief Justice of



the Maine Supreme Judicial Court. 

LCS 34 is the 17th Independent-variant LCS, the 33rd in the
class. She is the second naval warship named for the city of
Augusta, Maine. LCS 34 continues the legacy of USS Augusta
(SSN 710), a Los Angeles-class submarine that was in active
service for 24 years and decommissioned on February 11, 2009. 

The  selection  of  Augusta  as  the  ship’s  namesake, the
easternmost state capital in the U.S., recognizes the value of
Maine’s maritime history and landscape. The state’s rugged
Atlantic  coast  is  home  to  fishermen,  lobstermen,  and  a
thriving  maritime  industry  that  is  testament  to  Maine’s
enduring contributions to the nation. 

The LCS class consists of two variants, the Freedom and the
Independence,  designed  and  built  by  two  industry  teams.
Lockheed  Martin  leads  the  Freedom-variant  team,  the  odd-
numbered hulls, in Marinette, Wisconsin. Austal USA leads the
Independence-variant team in Mobile, Alabama, for LCS 6 and
the subsequent even-numbered hulls. 

Littoral  combat  ships  are  fast,  optimally-manned,  mission-
tailored surface combatants that operate in near-shore and
open-ocean environments, winning against 21st-century coastal
threats.  LCS  integrate  with  joint,  combined,  manned  and
unmanned teams to support forward-presence, maritime security,
sea control and deterrence missions around the globe. 

The  ceremony  will  be  live  streamed  at
https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/32605.  The  link  becomes
active approximately ten minutes prior to the event at 09:50
a.m. EST. 

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information on the littoral combat ship
program  can  be  found  at: 
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFiles/Ar
ticle/2171607/littoral-combat-ship-class-lcs/ 
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No  U.S.  Injuries  Following
IRGC Navy Lazing Incident at
Sea 

GULF  OF  OMAN  (Aug.  14,  2023)  Aviation  Boatswain’s  Mate
(Handling) 3rd Class Ezequiel Rodriguez signals to a U.S.
Marine  Corps  AH-1Z  Viper  helicopter  from  Marine  Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 162, 26th Marine Expeditonary Unit (MEU),
during flight operations aboard the amphibious dock landing
ship USS Carter Hall (LSD 50) in the Gulf of Oman, Aug. 14,
2023. Components of the Bataan Amphibious Ready Group and 26th
Marine Expeditionary Unit are deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet
area  of  operations  to  help  ensure  maritime  security  and
stability in the Middle East Region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Moises Sandoval)
Release from U.S. Naval Forces Central Command public affairs 
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***** 

MANAMA, Bahrain – Statement from U.S. Naval Forces Central
Command Spokesman Cmdr. Rick Chernitzer: 

“Iran’s  Islamic  Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  Navy  (IRGCN)
interacted in an unsafe and unprofessional manner with a U.S.
AH-1Z Viper attack helicopter, assigned to the 26th Marine
Expeditionary  Unit  (Special  Operations  Capable),  as  the
aircraft  was  conducting  routine  operations  in  the
international airspace of the Arabian Gulf, Sept. 27. The
interaction took place at approximately 7:30 p.m. local time.
The aircraft is attached to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
(VMM)  162  (Reinforced),  deployed  aboard  the  Wasp-class
amphibious assault ship USS Bataan (LHD 5), on a scheduled
deployment to the Middle East Region. 

“IRGCN vessels shone a laser multiple times at the aircraft
while in flight. Fortunately, no injuries were reported and
the aircraft was not damaged. 

“These are not the actions of a professional maritime force.
This unsafe, unprofessional, and irresponsible behavior by the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy risks U.S. and partner
nation lives and needs to cease immediately. 

“U.S. naval forces remain vigilant and will continue to fly,
sail  and  operate  anywhere  international  law  allows  while
promoting regional maritime security.” 

SECNAV  Announces  Navy’s
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Disruptive  Capabilities
Office 

Release from the Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs  

***** 

Sept. 28, 2023

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro today announced the
creation of the Navy’s Disruptive Capabilities Office (DCO),
during  remarks  at  the  Naval  Research  Laboratory  (NRL)
Centennial  Exhibition  at  the  Pentagon,  Sept.  28.  

This new organization, said Secretary Del Toro, “will push the
bounds of rapidly delivering warfighting capability though the
innovative  application  of  existing  and  new  systems,  and
harnessing today’s exponential growth in technology.”   

For  the  full  remarks,  please  visit
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/Speeches/display-speeches/Ar
ticle/3540853/secnav-delivers-remarks-at-nrl-100th-
anniversary-ceremony/ 
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Flag Officer Announcement 

Release from the U.S. Department of Defense 

***** 

SEPT. 28, 2023 

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III announced today that
the president has made the following nomination: 

Navy Rear Adm. (lower half) Heidi K. Berg for appointment to
the  grade  of  rear  admiral.  Berg  is  currently  serving  as
assistant deputy chief of naval operations for Operations,
Plans, and Strategy, N3/N5B, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Washington, D.C. 
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Below is the official biography for Berg: 

Rear Adm. Berg is a native of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. She is a
graduate of the U. S. Naval Academy. She studied Russian at
the Defense Language Institute, and Arabic at the Kalimat
Institute in Cairo, Egypt. Berg holds a Master’s degree in
Modern  Middle  Eastern  Studies  and  Arabic  from  Oxford
University,  UK.  

Operational  tours  include  Navy  Security  Group  Activity  in
Rota,  Spain,  where  Berg  flew  over  1000  hours  as  a
communications intercept evaluator onboard EP-3E aircraft in
support  of  Operations  Provide  Promise/Sharp  Guard.  She
deployed onboard the USS Kidd (DDG 993), Cruiser Destroyer
Group 12 onboard the USS Saratoga (CV 60), and the USS Key
West (SSN 722).  She served on the Sixth Fleet aboard the USS
LaSalle (AGF 3) in Gaeta, Italy, where she participated in
initial  talks  with  the  post-Soviet  Russian  Navy.   She
supported  global  crisis  response  at  Naval  Security  Group
Menwith  Hill  in  Harrogate,  UK.  In  2012,  Berg  deployed  to
Afghanistan  as  director  of  the  International  Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) Red Team at ISAF HQ in Kabul. As
director, she led alternative analysis and provided strategic
assessments to the ISAF Commander. 

She  commanded  the  Navy  Information  Operations  Command  in
Bahrain, where she was responsible for providing airborne and
surface Signal Intelligence support to Iraqi Freedom, Enduring
Freedom,  and  Persian  Gulf  maritime  operations.  She  also
commanded the Navy Element of the Defense Intelligence Agency,
and the Joint Military Intelligence Training Center. 

Staff  assignments  include  serving  as  the  Airborne  SIGINT
Requirements Officer (N2N6) on the Chief of Naval Operations
(OPNAV)  Staff;  Information  Operations  Strategy  and  Policy
(N3IO) at OPNAV; deputy for Plans and Policy at Fleet Cyber
Command/U.S. TENTH Fleet; deputy National Intelligence Officer
for  Military  Issues  at  the  National  Intelligence  Council;



Military  Advisor  to  the  deputy  director  of  National
Intelligence, where she supported daily intelligence briefings
to the President and National Security Council; Information
Warfare and Foreign Area Officer Director (PERS-47) at Navy
Personnel Command, Strategic Advisor (OOZ) to the Chief of
Naval Operations; and Acting Director, Navy Digital Warfare
Office. 

As a flag officer, Berg served as the director of Intelligence
(J-2) at U.S. Africa Command, and as the director of Strategy,
Plans and Policy (J-5) at U.S. Cyber Command. 

HII Marks Arkansas (SSN 800)
Construction  Milestone
at Newport News Shipbuilding

Release from HII 
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***** 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  Va.,  Sept.  27,  2023  (GLOBE  NEWSWIRE)  —  HII
shared today (NYSE: HII) that its Newport News Shipbuilding
(NNS) division has reached a significant milestone in the
construction of Virginia-class submarine Arkansas (SSN 800). 

Arkansas (SSN 800) is now “pressure hull complete,” meaning
that all of the hull sections were joined to form a single,
watertight unit. 

“It’s exciting to reach pressure hull complete, because it’s a
visible sign that construction has progressed to the point
where Arkansas really starts to take its final shape,” said
Jason Ward, NNS vice president of Virginia-class submarine
construction. “We absolutely understand the important mission
ahead for Arkansas and are working with urgency to get this
powerful  national  security  asset  to  the  Navy  as  soon  as
possible.” 

NNS is one of only two shipyards capable of designing and
building nuclear-powered submarines. The advanced capabilities
of  Virginia-class  submarines  increase  firepower,
maneuverability  and  stealth.  

This  milestone  comes  following  the  christening  of
Massachusetts (SSN 798) and keel authentication of Oklahoma
(SSN 802) at NNS so far in 2023. 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-arkansas-ssn-800-newport-news-shipbui
lding-pressure-hull-2023. 

Arkansas  is  the  Navy’s  27th  Virginia-class  fast  attack
submarine.  The  ship’s  sponsors  are  the  six  women  of  the
historic  group  known  as  the  Little  Rock  Nine,  the  first
African American students to attend all-white Central High
School in Little Rock, Arkansas, during desegregation. NNS
honored all nine members, including the three men, during the
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November 2022 keel authentication ceremony. 

First  Flight  III  Destroyer
Jack H. Lucas Sails Away From
HII’s Ingalls Shipbuilding

Release from HII 

***** 

PASCAGOULA, Miss., Sept. 26, 2023 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — The first
Flight III Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer Jack
H.  Lucas  (DDG  125)  departed  HII’s  (NYSE:  HII)  Ingalls
Shipbuilding division Tuesday. DDG 125 will be commissioned
Oct. 7, 2023 at a ceremony in Tampa, Florida, before sailing
to its homeport in San Diego. 

“Watching Jack H. Lucas sail away is a proud moment for our
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entire  DDG  shipbuilding  team,”  Ingalls  Shipbuilding  DDG
Program  Manager  Ben  Barnett  said.  “Our  shipbuilders  will
follow this first Flight III destroyer with honor as it joins
the fleet as one of the most highly capable destroyers we have
delivered.” 

Ingalls has delivered 35 Arleigh Burke-class destroyers to the
U.S. Navy including the Jack H.Lucas (DDG 125), in June of
this year. Additionally, Ingalls has four other Flight III
destroyers  currently  under  construction  including  Ted
Stevens (DDG  128),  Jeremiah  Denton (DDG  129), George  M.
Neal (DDG 131) and Sam Nunn (DDG 133). 

Flight III Arleigh Burke-class destroyers incorporate a number
of  design  modifications  that  collectively  provide
significantly  enhanced  capability.  DDG  125  includes  the
AN/SPY-6(V)1 Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) and the
Aegis Baseline 10 Combat System that are designed to keep pace
with the threats well into the 21st century. 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-ingalls-shipbuilding-jack-h-lucas-ddg
-125-sailaway-2023. 

Arleigh  Burke-class  destroyers  are  highly  capable,  multi-
mission ships and can conduct a variety of operations, from
peacetime presence and crisis management to sea control and
power projection. Guided missile destroyers are the backbone
of the U.S. surface fleet and are capable of fighting multiple
air, surface and subsurface threats simultaneously. 
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SECNAV Del Toro Calls for a
New, Bold Maritime Statecraft
in Era of Intense Strategic
Competition 

Release from Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs 

***** 

Sept. 26, 2023 

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro today called for a “new
maritime statecraft” to prevail in an era of intense strategic
competition, during remarks at the John F. Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University, Sept. 26.  
 
During his speech, Secretary Del Toro stated that maritime
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statecraft,  in  a  broad  sense,  encompasses  not  only  naval
diplomacy, but a national, whole-of-government effort to build
comprehensive U.S. and allied maritime power, both commercial
and naval. 

Read the Full Release Here: 

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/Speeches/display-speeches/Ar
ticle/3538420/secnav-delivers-remarks-at-harvard-kennedy-
school/
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