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SUFFOLK, VA. – The Navy has announced the establishment of the
Maritime Cyber Warfare Officer (MCWO) Designator via Naval
Administrative Message (NAVADMIN) 143/23.  
 
The 2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), signed
into law on Dec. 23, 2022, directed the Secretary of the Navy,
in  coordination  with  the  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  to
establish a cyber warfare operations designator for officers
within 180 days after enactment of the NDAA. 
  
Previously,  the  Navy  has  utilized  officers  within  the
Information  Warfare  (IW)  community,  including  Cryptologic
Warfare (CW) and Information Professional (IP) to fill billets
across the Cyber Operations Forces (COF).  The establishment
of  MCWO  will  allow  officers  to  build  expertise  and
professional  experience  within  the  COF.  
  
Vice  Adm.  Kelly  Aeschbach,  commander  of  Naval  Information
Forces and the Navy’s Information Boss, explained how the Navy
developed its plan to establish the MCWO designator. 
  
“The Navy is committed to meeting current and future cyber
capability  requirements.   Naval  Information  Forces  and  key
leaders in IW domain closely examined the IW construct and
determined it did not adequately support multiple tours in the
cyber mission area.  Creation of the MCWO designator creates a
career path for those officers to specialize in the cyber
mission and develop their unique and critical skillset.” 
  
The establishment of the MCWO designator is a major milestone
in  expanding  the  Navy  cyber  mission  and  recognizes  the
critical need for cyber specialization among the Navy officer
line community.  MCWOs are experts in cyberspace operations,
focused  on  both  Offensive  Cyberspace  Operations  (OCO)  and
Defensive Cyberspace Operations (DCO). 
  
“IW  Officers  have  been  absolutely  critical  to  addressing



threats in cyberspace – ensuring our Navy and joint force stay
in competition,” continued Aeschbach.  “The Navy is committed
to developing cyber specialization and skill sets among the
MCWO Community to pace this competition, and to prevail in
conflict if they are ever called to do so.” 
  
NAVIFOR’s mission is to generate, directly and through our
leadership  of  the  IW  Enterprise,  agile  and  technically
superior manned, trained, equipped, and certified combat-ready
IW forces to ensure our Navy will decisively DETER, COMPETE,
and WIN. 
  
For more information on NAVIFOR, visit the command Facebook
page  at Https://Www.Facebook.Com/NavalInformationForces/  or
the public web page at Https://Www.Navifor.Usff.Navy.Mil.  
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230628-N-KU796-1026  San  Diego  (June  28,  2023)  U.S.  Navy
Sailors prepare to man the rails of the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz (CVN 68). Nimitz arrives in San Diego concluding a
seven-month deployment to U.S. 3rd and 7th Fleet areas of
operations (AO). Nimitz’s presence in U.S. 3rd and 7th Fleet
AOs reinforced the United States’ commitment to fly, sail and
operate wherever international law allows in support of a free
and  open  Indo-Pacific  region.  (U.S.  Navy  photo  by  Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Samuel Osborn)
Release from U.S. Pacific Fleet 

***** 

28 June 2023 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. – Ships from the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group
(Nimitz  CSG)  returned  to  San  Diego  June  28,  concluding  a
seven-month deployment to U.S. 3rd and 7th Fleet areas of
operations (AO). 

 Sailors assigned to Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52), Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
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destroyer USS Decatur (DDG 73) and the embarked air wing of
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 returned home with the arrival of
USS Nimitz (CVN 68) in San Diego. Nimitz will depart San Diego
for its return to homeport in Bremerton, Washington at a later
date. 
 
Hawaii-based ships attached to Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 11,
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers USS Chung-Hoon
(DDG  93)  and  USS  Wayne  E.  Meyer  (DDG  108),  returned  to
homeport on June 20 and 27, respectively. 
 
“For  seven  months,  the  Nimitz  Carrier  Strike  Group
demonstrated our ironclad commitment to partners and allies in
the Indo-Pacific region,” said Rear Adm. Jennifer Couture,
commander, CSG-11. “During this deployment, Sailors of every
rank and rate displayed a vigorous work ethic and a humble
devotion to duty and I want to thank them and their families
for  their  sacrifice.  I  am  humbled  to  serve  alongside
determined professionals and observe their excellence at every
level. Our strike group returns home stronger, smarter, and
more resilient than ever before.” 
 

While in the U.S. 7th Fleet AO, CSG-11 conducted deterrence
and presence operations; multinational exercises; integrated
multi-domain training; long-range maritime strike exercises;
anti-submarine  warfare;  information  warfare  operations;  air
defense operations; multiple ship navigation; and formation
maneuvering and refueling-at-sea operations. U.S. 7th Fleet is
the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-deployed numbered fleet. 
 
Nimitz executed six port calls – Guam; Singapore; Busan, South
Korea; Laem Shabang, Thailand; Sasebo, Japan and Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii – and hosted two formal “Big Top” receptions in South
Korea and Thailand. The aircraft carrier also embarked foreign
dignitaries,  military  officials,  ambassadors,  and
international media, and operated with the joint force and



several nations, including Australia, Canada, France, Japan,
the Philippines, Republic of Korea and Singapore. Alongside
allies and partners, the Nimitz CSG’s presence in U.S. 7th
Fleet reinforced the United States’ commitment to fly, sail,
and operate wherever international law allows in support of a
free and open Indo-Pacific region. 
 

Nimitz – the oldest-serving U.S commissioned aircraft carrier
in  the  world  –  completed  its  350,000th  arrested  aircraft
landing on April 22, 2023 while sailing in the South China
Sea. The milestone was piloted in an F/A-18F Super Hornet from
the “Fighting Redcocks” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 22 by
Capt. Craig Sicola, Nimitz commanding officer, and Cmdr. Luke
Edwards, commanding officer of VFA 22. Nimitz is the first
active U.S. aircraft carrier to reach this milestone. 
 
Nimitz’s  embarked  air  wing  consisted  of  the  “Fighting
Redcocks”  of  Fighter  Attack  Squadron  (VFA)  22,  “Mighty
Shrikes” of VFA-94, “Kestrels” of VFA-137, “Blue Diamonds” of
VFA-146,  “Sun  Kings”  of  Carrier  Airborne  Early  Warning
Squadron (VAW) 116, “Cougars” of Electronic Attack Squadron
(VAQ) 139, “Battlecats” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron
(HSM)  73,  “Screamin’  Indians”  of  Helicopter  Sea  Combat
Squadron (HSC) 6 and “Providers” of Fleet Logistic Support
Squadron (VRC) 30. 
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Shipbuilding

An aerial image of HII’s Ingalls Shipbuilding.
*****

ARLINGTON, Va. — HII’s Ingalls Shipyard is always looking for
opportunities for more shipbuilding work and its yard has the
capacity to take on more work, a senior company official said,
including future awards of new classes of frigates and medium
landing ships.

“We’re  looking  at  all  of  our  opportunities,  said  George
Nungesser,  Ingalls’  vice  president  for  Program  Management,
speaking June 27 to reporters during the Modern Day Marine
expo in Washington, noting that Ingalls is interested in being
a  second  construction  shipyard  for  the  Constellation-class
guided-missile frigates currently being built by Fincantieri’s
Marinette  Marine  shipyard  in  Wisconsin.  “We  know  surface
combatants!”

https://seapowermagazine.org/hiis-ingalls-shipyard-has-capacity-for-more-navy-shipbuilding/


The Ingalls shipyard builds Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyers (DDGs), San Antonio-class amphibious platform dock
ships, and America-class amphibious assault ships for the U.S.
Navy and Legend-class national security cutters (NSCs) for the
Coast Guard.

The company delivered the first Flight III Arleigh Burke-class
DDG, the future USS Jack H. Lucas (DDG 125), June 27, and the
10th NSC, the future USCGC Calhoun (WMSL 759) began its first
sea trials the same day.

Asked  if  Ingalls  was  interested  in  bidding  on  the  Navy’s
future  medium  landing  ship  (LSM)  program,  Nungesser  said,
“We’re  always  interested  in  future  ship  classes,  future
endeavors. With a legacy of over 85 years, we’re pretty agile.
We will continue to monitor the program development of that
particular program and look forward to working with the Navy
to see where this goes, when it something comes out as an RfP
[Request for Proposals].”

Nungesser  said  the  Ingalls  shipyard  currently  has  excess
capacity, noting that the company has invested more than $1
billion  in  Shipyard  of  the  Future  initiatives  that  were
completed last year. He noted that hiring and retaining the
work force is a more challenging aspect industry-wide, and
that Ingalls has funded a number of initiatives with local
educational institutions to attract young people toward the
shipbuilding trades.

“We do not meet the needs of our customers without our work
force, and we are pleas with the trends that we are seeing in
terms of hiring, retention, and developing talent,” he said.

“What we need — including our defense industry base — is a
strong, consistent demand signal from the government to keep
this shipbuilding industry healthy and responsive,” he said.
“A strong demand signal enables companies to plan for the
future, to hire, to train, and retain a skilled work force,



and also promote investment in new equipment, facilities, and
technologies.

HII Delivers First Flight III
Destroyer Jack H. Lucas (DDG
125) to U.S. Navy 

Release from HII

***** 

June 27, 2023 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. (June 27, 2023) — HII’s (NYSE: HII) Ingalls
Shipbuilding division delivered the first Flight III Arleigh
Burke-class guided missile destroyer, Jack H. Lucas (DDG 125),
to the U.S. Navy today. Delivery of DDG 125 represents the
official transfer of the ship from the shipbuilder to the
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Navy. 

“Delivering the first Flight III ship reflects the relentless
efforts of our shipbuilders and those of our Navy and supplier
partners,”  said  Kari  Wilkinson,  president  of  Ingalls
Shipbuilding. “We are committed to maintaining a consistent
and resilient destroyer production team in order to be ready
to support the Navy and our country.” 

Jack H. Lucas (DDG 125) is the first Flight III Arleigh Burke-
class destroyer being built for the U.S. Navy by Ingalls and
incorporates  a  number  of  design  modifications  that
collectively  provide  significantly  enhanced  capability.  DDG
125  contains  a  myriad  of  offensive  and  defensive  weapons
designed to support maritime defense needs well into the 21st
century.  Flight  III  configured  destroyers  include  the
AN/SPY-6(V)1 Air and Missile Defense Radar (AMDR) and the
Aegis Baseline 10 Combat System that is required to keep pace
with the threats of the future. 

Ingalls has delivered 35 destroyers to the U.S. Navy including
DDG 125, with four Flight IIIs currently under construction
including Ted  Stevens (DDG  128),  which  is  scheduled  to  be
christened  in  August.  Additionally Jeremiah  Denton (DDG
129), George  M.  Neal (DDG  131)  and Sam  Nunn (DDG  133)  are
under construction at Ingalls.  

Arleigh  Burke-class  destroyers  are  highly  capable,  multi-
mission ships and can conduct a variety of operations, from
peacetime presence and crisis management to sea control and
power projection, all in support of the U.S. military strategy
and  the  joint  force.  Guided  missile  destroyers  are  the
backbone of the U.S. surface fleet and are capable of fighting
multiple air, surface and subsurface threats simultaneously. 



Austal USA Awarded U.S. Navy
T-ATS 15 Contract

Release from Austal USA

*****

JUNE 20, 2023

Mobile, Ala. – Austal USA was awarded a $79.2 million U.S.
Navy  contract  option  for  the  construction  of  T-ATS  15,  a
Navajo-class Towing, Salvage, and Rescue Ship. With the award,
the company is now under contract for five T-ATS, with T-ATS
11 and T-ATS 12 under construction on Austal’s state-of-the-
art steel assembly line.

T-ATS  will  provide  ocean-going  tug,  salvage,  and  rescue
capabilities to support U.S. Navy fleet operations and will be
a multi mission common hull platform capable of towing heavy
ships.  These  ships  will  also  be  able  to  support  current
missions,  including  oil  spill  response,  humanitarian
assistance,  and  wide  area  search  and  surveillance.

“Construction of the T-ATS program is well underway at Austal
USA. We are very pleased with the performance of our steel
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panel line,” Austal USA President Rusty Murdaugh said. “This
contract  award,  bringing  our  total  T-ATS  program  to  five
ships,  illustrates  the  Navy’s  continued  confidence  in  our
team’s demonstrated ability to deliver valuable capability on-
budget and on-schedule.”

Austal  USA  will  utilize  its  proven  ship  manufacturing
processes  and  innovative  methods  that  incorporate  lean
manufacturing  principles,  modular  construction,  and  moving
assembly lines to build these ships, all housed under the
company’s state-of-the-art enclosed steel production facility.
Construction on T-ATS 15 will commence in early 2024 with
delivery planned for the end of 2027.

In addition to T-ATS, Austal USA began construction earlier
this month on the Navy’s Auxiliary Floating Dry Dock Medium.
These two programs along with the contracts awarded for the
U.S. Coast Guard Heritage-class Offshore Patrol Cutters and
the Navy’s TAGOS-25 ocean surveillance ships will keep the
company’s  steel  production  facility  busy  producing  quality
vessels for our Nation’s defense many years into the future.

Keel  Authenticated  for  the
Future USNS Point Loma 
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Release from Naval Sea Systems Command

***** 

June 27, 2023 

By Team Ships Public Affairs 

Mobile,  AL  –  The  keel  for  the  future  USNS  Point  Loma,
Expeditionary Fast Transport Ship (EPF 15), the second of the
Spearhead-class  EPF  Flight  II  configuration,  was  laid  at
Austal USA, June 27. 

The keel-laying ceremony represents the joining together of a
ship’s major modular components on land, and is a significant
milestone in ship production. The keel is authenticated with
the ship sponsors’ initials etched into a ceremonial keel
plate  that  is  later  incorporated  into  the  ship.  EPF  15’s
sponsor is Mrs. Beth Asher. 

“The keel laying is the beginning of a ship’s journey, and we
look  forward  to  the  many  milestones  ahead,”  said  Program
Executive Office, Ships Strategic and Theater Sealift Program
Manager Tim Roberts. “EPF 15 will build on the capabilities
established by the Flight I configuration, providing a wide
variety  of  mission  tools,  when  and  where  our  fleet  needs
support.” 

https://www.navsea.navy.mil/Media/News/Article-View/Article/3440892/keel-authenticated-for-the-future-usns-point-loma/


EPFs  operate  in  shallow  waterways.  These  versatile,  non-
combatant transport ships are used to quickly move the troops,
military vehicles, and equipment needed to support: 

Overseas contingency operations 
Humanitarian assistance 
Disaster relief 
Special operations forces efforts 
Theater security cooperation activities 

Emerging joint sea-basing concepts 

The Flight II is a modified configuration that allows the ship
to deploy as a fast transport or with Role 2 enhanced (2E)
medical capability, or both. Medical capability includes an
intensive care unit, ward beds, limited X-ray, laboratory, and
dental  support.  Additional  capabilities  which  support  the
ship’s medical mission include V-22 flight operations and the
ability to deploy 11-meter rigid hull inflatable boats. 

As  one  of  the  Defense  Department’s  largest  acquisition
organizations,  PEO  Ships  is  responsible  for  executing  the
development  and  procurement  of  all  destroyers,  amphibious
ships, sealift ships, support ships, boats and craft. 

USS Carl M. Levin Commissions
in Baltimore
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From Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public
Affairs

*****

Baltimore, MD — The U.S. Navy commissioned its newest Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Carl M. Levin (DDG
120), June 24 in Baltimore.

The  Honorable  Carlos  Del  Toro,  the  78th  Secretary  of  the
NavyPrinciple, was the principal speaker.

“It is imperative that we, the United States of America, stand
ready to support our international partners and our allies as
we confront common challenges,: said Del Toro. “In order to do
so, our nation needs to maintain a strong joint force. Our
nation needs to maintain a strong Navy and Marine Corps as the
foundation upon which the success of that joint force exists.
This ship before you and our entire naval fleet supports not
just the strike force, but our entire nation by guaranteeing
our unencumbered access to a free and open maritime commons
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and serves as the lifeblood of our economy.”

Guest speakers for the event also included Adm. Michael M.
Gilday, 32nd Chief of Naval Operations; the  Honorable Justin
Williams, Deputy Mayor, City of Baltimore, Maryland; Rear Adm.
Thomas J. Anderson, Program Executive Officer, Ships; and Mr.
Charles F. Krugh, President, General Dynamics Bath Iron Works.

“Senator Levin lived a life of service with integrity, and his
example inspires us as we commission this ship with this crew
today,” Gilday said. “The men and the women of the USS Carl
Levin represent some of the best and the brightest in our
Navy. They are ready! They are prepared to go into harm’s way
if required and they will carry out the orders of our nation.”

The ship’s sponsors are Sen. Carl M, Levin’s three daughters,
Kate Levin Markel, Laura Levin, and Erica Levin.  All three
sponsors participated in the keel laying, mast stepping, and
christening ceremonies.

Gilday continued, “To the ship’s sponsors, Senator Levin’s
daughters Kate, Laura, and Erica, thank you for your family’s
support to our Navy and to our Sailors. It is not lost on us
that  the  man  that  we  call  professor,  Assistant  Attorney
General, and Senator, you call Dad. Thank you for sharing his
legacy with us and we hope that you feel welcome as extended
members of our big Navy family.”

Laura Levin spoke on behalf of herself and sisters Kate and
Erica to recall their father’s life of service.

“Dad noted that for more than 50 years, Senate Armed Services
Committee  members  had  managed  to  work  through  their
disagreements  to  pass  the  Defense  Authorization  bill  with
bipartisan support for a single reason. As Dad put it, those
who served in the military ‘have inspired us, year after year,
to come together across lines of party and ideology to support
them,” Laura reflected. “They not only protect us, they unite
us.’ So as we gather to send off this great ship, the three of



us remember our Dad by thanking and congratulating the entire
crew of the USS Carl M. Levin who protect us and also unite
us.”

During the ceremony, USS Carl M. Levin’s commanding officer
Cmdr.  Kelly  Craft,  reported  the  ship  ready.  Sen.  Levin’s
daughters, Kate Levin Markel, Erica Levin, and Laura Levin,
gave the traditional order to “Man our ship and bring her to
life!”

“It’s been an honor and a privilege to have served as the
Commanding Officer of a Pre-Commissioning Unit. It was amazing
being able to sail down the Kennebec and out to sea for the
first time,” Craft said. “There’s nothing like being able to
bring the crew together and accomplish the mission. We’ve
still got thousands of miles to travel before we make it to
our home port of Hawaii, but I know this crew is the right
crew for the job. They will remain tenacious in the fight, and
they will lead this ‘greyhound’ to be the most feared warship
in the world.”

Deputy  Mayor  Justin  Williams’  pride  in  Baltimore’s  Navy
connection  was  evident.  “From  the  days  of  clipper  ships
traversing  the  high  seas  during  the  revolutionary  war…our
city’s  legacy  has  been  long  intertwined  with  the  Navy’s
legacy.” He continued, “as we commission the USS Carl Levin,
we pay homage to the generations of sailors and shipbuilders
who call Baltimore home. This mighty vessel will carry the
torch of Baltimore’s naval legacy.”

The USS Carl M. Levin is the first naval ship named in honor
of Michigan’s longest serving Senator, the 

late Carl M. Levin for his years of service as a longtime
member and chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee
(SASC). 

Levin  began  his  career  as  an  attorney,  professor,  and
assistant attorney general in Michigan and was elected to the



Senate in 1979. He was Michigan’s first Jewish senator and the
state’s longest-serving senator, serving for 36 years before
retiring in 2015. In the Senate, his top priority was the
economic well-being of Michigan families. He was a consistent
voice for support of American manufacturing and was one of the
Senate’s  strongest  advocates  for  policies  that  would  help
American manufacturers compete globally.

As chairman of SASC, Levin focused on taking care of the men
and women of the military and their families, supporting pay
raises and improvements in treatment and other policies for
wounded  warriors.  He  led  oversight  efforts  to  improve
efficiency  and  reduce  cost  overruns  in  expensive  weapons
programs. Levin also supported military action to eliminate
the  al-Qaida  threat  in  Afghanistan,  investigated  Pentagon
spending practices, and played a key role in overturning the
“Don’t  Ask,  Don’t  Tell”  rule  that  prohibited  gay  service
members  from  openly  acknowledging  their  sexual  orientation
before 2011.

Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyers are the backbone
of the U.S. Navy’s surface fleet. These highly capable, multi-
mission ships conduct a variety of operations, from peacetime
presence  to  national  security  providing  a  wide  range  of
warfighting  capabilities  in  multi-threat  air,  surface  and
subsurface.

The mission of CNSP is to man, train, and equip the Surface
Force to provide fleet commanders with credible naval power to
control the sea and project power ashore.

The ship will transit to her homeport at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.

For  more  news  from  Naval  Surface  Forces,  visit  DVIDS  –
Commander,  Naval  Surface  Force,  U.S.  Pacific  Fleet,  and
Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

For additional information about the ship, visit USS Carl M.
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Levin (DDG 120).

Austal  USA  Celebrates  Keel
Laying  for  the  Future  USS
Pierre (LCS 38) – The Final
Independence LCS

Release from Austal USA 

***** 

JUNE 19, 2023

MOBILE, Ala. – Austal USA hosted a keel laying ceremony late
last week for the future USS Pierre (LCS 38) Independence-
variant  Littoral  Combat  Ship  at  the  company’s  Gulf  Coast
shipyard.   Ship  sponsor  Larissa  Thune  Hargens,  with  the
assistance of Hon Tran – a 13-year Austal USA veteran A-class
welder, authenticated the keel by welding her initials into a
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keel plate that will be welded to the hull of the ship. 

The  future  USS  Pierre  is  the  final  Independence-variant
Littoral Combat Ship being built by Austal USA in Mobile,
Ala.  LCS 38 is the second U.S. Navy ship named for the South
Dakota capital city. The original USS Pierre (PC-1141) was a
submarine chaser built during World War II. 

“Keel laying represents a major milestone in the construction
of  a  ship,”  said  Dave  Growden,  vice  president  of  new
construction.  “While  every  keel  laying  we  celebrate  is
special, this one has added significance as it starts to close
the line of a highly successful program.”  

The ceremony was widely attended by community and Navy leaders
and Austal USA shipbuilders. Notably, in a strong statement of
support  for  the  future  USS  Pierre,  from  the  South  Dakota
delegation,  Senator  John  Thune  and  Senator  Mike  Rounds
attended the event along with the Mayor of Pierre, Mayor Steve
Harding. 

“This is a special honor for the city of Pierre and all of
South Dakota,” said Thune. “It’s also a good day for the Navy
and the men and women of our joint forces. I’m particularly
humbled, of course, to have had the privilege of introducing
my  daughter  Larissa  as  the  ship’s  sponsor  –  a  proud  dad
moment.” 

Hargens,  a  native  of  South  Dakota,  graduated  from  Bethel
University. The call to serve runs deep in her family, Hargens
is involved with a non-profit incentive program that helps
limited-income pregnant women in Sioux Falls, her father is
U.S. Senator John Thune and her grandfather was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial flight in Fighting Squadron 18 (VF-18)
on the USS Intrepid (CV-11) during World War II. 

“I am so honored and grateful for this incredible opportunity
to sponsor the future USS Pierre,” stated Hargens. “It is a



privilege to be a part of this time-honored tradition and to
have my initials welded to a plate that will become a part of
the  ship’s  keel.  I  look  forward  to  participating  in  the
important milestones throughout the life of the USS Pierre,
and to building a lifelong relationship with the ship and the
sailors that will make up her crew. May God bless the USS
Pierre.” 

Independence-variant  Littoral  Combat  Ships  are  fast,
optimally-manned,  mission-tailored  surface  combatants  that
operate  in  near-shore  and  open-ocean  environments,  winning
against 21st-century coastal threats. Austal USA has delivered
17  LCS  to  the  Navy  since  2009,  most  of  which  have  been
deployed  with  the  Pacific  Fleet.  The  shallow-draft
Independence-variant LCS have been opening up places for the
Navy to operate where they had not been for years. The ship’s
steerable water jets allow for effective maneuverability in
and out of austere ports. With the capacity to deploy Naval
Strike Missile and employ mine counter measure the ship can
conduct key missions throughout the Pacific making them a
highly functioning platform.  

Pierre is planned for delivery in fiscal year 2025 and will be
homeported  in  San  Diego,  Calif.,  along  with  the  other
Independence LCSs that have been delivered to the fleet.  

 

Elbit  America  Selected  for
U.S. Navy Information Warfare
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Research Project

Release from Elbit America

***** 

The company’s autonomous system of systems prototype will be
used to find, fix and track maritime targets 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS – JUNE 26, 2023 – Elbit Systems of America
(Elbit America) has been awarded a prime contract by the Naval
Information Warfare Center Pacific (NIWC Pacific) to develop
and  demonstrate  an  autonomous  maritime  target  tracking
capability as part of the United States Navy’s Information
Warfare Research Project (IWRP). The company will test its
prototype in a series of at sea demonstrations over the next
twelve months.  

https://seapowermagazine.org/elbit-america-selected-for-u-s-navy-information-warfare-research-project/
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The  IWRP  supports  implementation  of  the  Naval  Operational
Architecture to enable Joint All Domain Command and Control
(JADC2), and ensure connectivity of U.S. and allied forces
across land, air, sea, space, and cyberspace. Elbit America’s
autonomy prototype will extend the reach of those forces by
leveraging attritable systems to covertly find, fix and track
maritime targets, as directed by operational commanders.  

Elbit  America’s  prototype  includes  various  solutions  and
expertise from across its enterprise, including Sparton and
Logos Technologies subsidiaries, as well as partners, Alare
Technologies, and Nauticus Robotics. The prototype leverages
unique  autonomy,  artificial  intelligence,  automatic  target
recognition, and undersea payload delivery capabilities.  

“Elbit America’s advanced prototype will enhance distributed
maritime  operations  by  employing  attritable  multi-domain
unmanned systems that can collaborate autonomously to identify
and report targets of interest, while operating in contested
environments,” said the company’s Vice President of Maritime
Business Jeff Hoyle.  

“Our  selection  as  a  prime  contractor  for  the  Navy’s
Information  Warfare  Research  Project  validates  that  our
company’s portfolio is in alignment with the U.S. National
Defense  Strategy.  We  are  committed  to  strengthening  our
country’s national security and we’re investing in critical
maritime technologies such as unmanned systems and sensors,
attritable payloads, and undersea connectivity solutions to
ensure that we can continue to innovate capabilities most
needed by our customers,” said the company’s President and CEO
Raanan Horowitz.   

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/uZcZCVONEXCm8K7uJFcgY?domain=sparton.com/
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https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/I7HbCYEMK1ImXZQu3RxNF?domain=nauticusrobotics.com/


Navy  to  Commission  Guided-
Missile  Destroyer  Carl  M.
Levin

BATH, Maine (Oct. 2, 2021) Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV)
Carlos Del Toro observes as the ship sponsors christen the
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Carl M. Levin
(DDG 120), Oct. 2, 2021, at General Dynamics Bath Iron Works
shipyard. The ship’s namesake, late U.S. Sen. Carl M. Levin,
retired  in  2015  and  was  the  longest-serving  senator  in
Michigan  history.  (U.S.  Navy  photo  by  Mass  Communication
Specialist 2nd Class T. Logan Keown)
Release from the U.S. Navy Office of Information 

***** 
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The Navy will commission its newest Arleigh Burke-class guided
missile destroyer, USS Carl M. Levin (DDG 120), during a 10:00
a.m.  EDT  ceremony  on  Saturday,  June  24,  in  Baltimore,
Maryland.  

The Honorable Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of the Navy, will
deliver  the  commissioning  ceremony’s  principal  address.
Remarks will also be provided Admiral Michael Gilday, Chief of
Naval Operations; the Honorable Justin Williams, deputy mayor
of the City of Baltimore; and Mr. Charles F. Krugh, president,
General Dynamics Bath Iron Works.  The ship’s sponsors are
Senator Levin’s daughters, Kate Levin Markel, Erica Levin, and
Laura Levin. 

The ship’s namesake served in the U.S. Senate for 36 years
from 1979-2015. As the longest serving senator in Michigan
state history, Levin became a staunch supporter of the armed
services  through  his  work  and  leadership  as  Chairman  and
Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services.
Levin passed away on July 29, 2021. 

The ship, which will be homeported at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, will be the 72nd Arleigh Burke-class destroyer to be
commissioned,  with  17  additional  ships  currently  under
contract for the DDG 51 program. The ship is configured as a
Flight  IIA  destroyer,  which  enables  power  projection  and
delivers quick reaction time, high firepower, and increased
electronic  countermeasures  capability  for  anti-air  warfare.
The USS Carl M. Levin is 509.5 feet long and 59 feet wide,
with a displacement of 9,496 tons. It will be homeported in
San Diego.  

Media may direct queries to the Navy Office of Information at
(703) 697-5342. More information on guided-missile destroyer
programs  can  be  found
at:  https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Fact-Files/Display-FactFil
es/Article/2169871/destroyers-ddg/ 
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The  ceremony  will  be  live  streamed
at: https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/31729.  The  link  becomes
active approximately ten minutes prior to the event (9:50 a.m.
EDT) 

https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/31729

