U.S. Navy Proves Sea-Based
Hypersonic Launch Approach

From the Department of Defense, May 2, 2025

The U.S. Navy'’'s Strategic Systems Programs is continuing on
the path toward the nation’s first sea-based hypersonic
fielding with a successful end-to-end flight test of a
conventional hypersonic missile from the Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station, Florida. This test marked the first launch of
the Conventional Prompt Strike (CPS) capability utilizing the
Navy’'s cold-gas launch approach that will be used in Navy sea-
based platform fielding.

“The speed, range, and survivability of hypersonic weapons are
key to integrated deterrence for America,” Secretary of the
Navy John Phelan said. “When fielded, Conventional Prompt
Strike will deliver wunmatched capabilities to our
warfighters.”This test was the next step in the Navy’s flight
testing program of the common All Up Round (AUR) that is being
developed in partnership with the Army’s Rapid Capabilities
and Critical Technologies Office. In 2024, the programs
completed two additional end-to-end flight tests of the AUR
that will be fielded to both the Navy and Army.
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“The cold-gas approach allows the Navy to eject the missile
from the platform and achieve a safe distance above the ship
prior to first stage ignition. This technical achievement
brings SSP one step closer to fulfilling our role of providing
a safe and reliable hypersonic capability to our Navy,” said
Vice Adm. Johnny R. Wolfe Jr, Director, Navy’'s Strategic
Systems Programs, which is the lead designer of the common
hypersonic missile.

The CPS Program has been diligently planning and executing
engineering and test efforts to prepare for the first Navy
fielding aboard the USS ZUMWALT. Utilizing an In-Air Launch
test facility, the Program conducted an extensive test
campaign to validate the launch approach prior to the
completion of this flight test. Information gathered from this
test will inform the continued development and production of
the AUR and the first use of this cold-gas launch approach on



a surface ship platform.

The rapid development and demonstration of conventional sea-
based hypersonic strike weapon systems supports the U.S.’s
ability to deter, and if necessary, defeat potential strategic
competitors. The range, accuracy, lethality, and survivability
of hypersonics is a significant 1leap-ahead in U.S.
conventional strike capabilities, complementing existing
capabilities and enabling the U.S. to defeat adversary high-
end capabilities.

Virginia-Class SSN Team
Awarded $12 Billion Contract
Modification for Two
Submarines
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GROTON, Conn., and NEWPORT NEWS, Va.-— General Dynamics
Electric Boat, a business unit of General Dynamics, announced
today it has been awarded a total of $12.4 billion in contract
modifications for construction of two fiscal year 2024
Virginia-class Block V attack submarines (SSNs), the 11th and
12th of the block.

Electric Boat is teamed with HII, whose Newport News
Shipbuilding division is teamed to build the Virgina class.

“Additionally, the award funds investments to improve
productivity at the shipyards and workforce support as
detailed in the Department of Defense <contract
award announcement
(https://www.defense.gov/News/Contracts/Contract/Article/41708
27/). This contract includes options which, if exercised,
would bring the cumulative value to $17.2 billion,” the April
30 General Dynamics release said.

“Over the past two years, we successfully worked with the
Navy, Congress and the administration to secure funds that
enable us to increase wages for the nuclear-powered vessel
workforce and allow for significant additional investments in
capacity, shipyard processes and systems,” said Mark Rayha,
president of General Dynamics Electric Boat. “This contract
modification validates the wunique and important role
submarines and submarine shipbuilders play in our national
defense.”

“We appreciate the teamwork that resulted in these critical
national security assets being put under contract,” said Jason
Ward, NNS vice president of submarine construction, in an
April 30 release from HII. “We understand the advantage
Virginia-class submarines bring to the sailors who operate
them, and our shipbuilders are working with diligence to
deliver them to the fleet.”

Virginia-class submarines are designed from the keel up for
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the full range of 2lst-century mission requirements, including
anti-submarine and surface ship warfare and special operations
support. General Dynamics Electric Boat is the prime
contractor and lead design yard for the Virginia-class
submarine series and constructs them in a teaming arrangement
with HII's Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia.

NNS and GDEB have built and delivered 24 Virginia-class
submarines to date.

Navy Awards Contract
Modification for Two
Additional Virginia-Class
Submarines
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A Virginia-class submarine. Photo credit: U.S. Navy

WASHINGTON — Naval Sea Systems Command has awarded a two-ship
contract modification on the existing Virginia-class submarine
Block V contract to General Dynamics Electric Boat for the
construction of two fiscal year 2024 Virginia-class
submarines.

The award signals the Navy’'s commitment to maintaining its
warfighting advantage in the undersea domain and continues the
Virginia-class’s teaming arrangement between prime contractor
General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton, Connecticut, and the
major subcontractor Huntington Ingalls Shipbuilding, Newport
News (HII-NNS) in Newport News, Virginia. To date, the Navy
has taken delivery of 24 Virginia-class submarines, with an
additional 16 now under contract.

“We recently renegotiated the planned contract to deliver this



critical capability, and appropriately share risk between the
Navy and industry,” said Secretary of the Navy John C.
Phelan. “We will be looking at all future contracts with a
similar lens to ensure the appropriate level of risk sharing
and value to the American taxpayer.”

Contract modifications were also awarded to both Electric Boat
and HII-NNS to increase workforce support and investment
across nuclear shipbuilding programs.

“By investing in the nuclear shipbuilding workforce — which is
a national strategic asset — we are working with our industry
partners to deliver on this most critical future requirement,”
said Dr. Brett Seidle, acting assistant secretary of the Navy
for Research, Development & Acquisition.

“The contract award is the result of a highly coordinated
contracting effort across the nuclear shipbuilding enterprise,
to promote stability at critical suppliers as the submarine
industrial base ramps up to meet a historic increase in demand
for submarine production,” said Program Executive Officer,
Attack Submarines, Rear Adm. Jon Rucker. “We are continuing to
work closely with the shipbuilders to improve construction
schedules to support the Navy’s need for a larger more lethal
force.”

“We appreciate the teamwork that resulted in these critical
national security assets being put under contract,” said Jason
Ward, NNS vice president of submarine construction. “We
understand the advantage Virginia-class submarines bring to
the sailors who operate them, and our shipbuilders are working
with diligence to deliver them to the fleet.”



NDIA, Navy TPP Team to Grow
Next-Gen Shipyard Talent

From the National Defense Industrial Association, April 29,
2025

ARLINGTON, Va. — The National Defense Industrial Association
(NDIA) 1is expanding its partnership with the U.S. Navy'’s
Talent Pipeline Program (TPP) to enhance talent acquisition,
training, and retention across the U.S. Navy defense
industrial base (DIB). According to NDIA’'s Vital Signs 2025
report, critical components of the U.S. DIB, particularly
skilled trade positions, have significantly declined over
recent decades. The TPP is actively reversing this trend by
training, coaching, encouraging, and recognizing small and
medium-sized companies to improve their Talent Acquisition and
Retention systems of recruiting, training, and retaining
productive and engaged workers crucial to maintaining naval
supremacy.

Following a successful pilot collaboration with NDIA’s
Delaware Valley Chapter, NDIA and TPP aim to broaden their
engagement with Chapters across the country. The Chapters will
play a critical role in expanding the reach and impact of the
program.

“This partnership is vital to rebuilding our defense
industrial base,” said NDIA President and CEO David Norquist.
“By connecting our member companies with the Navy'’s Talent
Pipeline Program, we’re helping secure the skilled workforce
needed for shipbuilding and strengthening both our industry
and national security.”

Inspired by the shared mission, Joe Barto, program leader of
the U.S. Navy Talent Pipeline Program, said he’s honored to
have NDIA on the TPP team, adding: “Partnerships with national
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facilitators 1like NDIA are vital to the Talent Pipeline
Program’s national rollout. Their support validates the Navy's
investment in small and medium-sized manufacturers—the
backbone of American industry and the majority of NDIA’s
membership. By joining the movement alongside more than 450
employers, NDIA is helping ensure companies have the talent
they need to build high-performing teams.”

The Talent Pipeline Program directly addresses the U.S. Navy'’s
growing manufacturing production requirements by ensuring a
steady pipeline of skilled talent to deliver and sustain
Columbia and Virginia-class submarines, aircraft carriers,
surface combatants, and vessels currently in service. This
expanded initiative will reinforce U.S. naval capabilities and
fortify national security in an increasingly complex global
environment.

Learn more about the Talent Pipeline Program at
https://dibtalentpipeline.com/ and take the TPP Realistic
Program Preview at https://youtu.be/gH6Cuffyo20

Read NDIA's “Vital Signs 2025" here:
https://www.ndia.org/policy/publications/vital-signs

Acting CNO Strengthens
Relations With Industrial
Base at Manufacturing Summit
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Acting Chief of Naval Operations Adm. James Kilby tours
training centers during the Accelerated Training in Defense
Manufacturing (ATDM) Summit at the Institute for Advanced
Learning and Research (IALR), Danville, Virginia, April 29,
2025. (U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Vanessa White)

From the Navy Office of Information, April 30, 2025

Acting Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jim Kilby attended the
Accelerated Training in Defense Manufacturing (ATDM) Summit at
the Institute for Advanced Learning and Research (IALR) in
Danville, Virginia, April 29.

The visit demonstrates the Navy’s commitment to strengthen
integration with the industrial base to maintain and modernize
shipbuilding and develop and field new capabilities.

Kilby delivered the keynote address at the summit and stressed
the importance of partnering with industry and harnessing
innovation in the maritime industrial base to deliver and
support a lethal naval force.

“I can assure you that ATDM is contributing to a national



movement that is making America stronger, safer, and more
secure,” said Kilby. “The work you’re doing matters to our
military, our economy, and the future of this country.”

Kilby discussed key shipbuilding and maintenance initiatives,
including fielding new capabilities such as additive
manufacturing.

“In our shipyards, in our manufacturing plants, and in our
support organizations, we are reducing maintenance delays, and
we are moving faster,” said Kilby. “Every time we 3D-print a
part that would otherwise take 40 weeks to procure, we are
putting more capability back into the field. That is real,
measurable readiness.”

While at the institute, Kilby also met with industry leaders
from Austal USA and toured the National Training Center and
the Center for Manufacturing Advancement to review initiatives
that include industrial automation, robotics, artificial
intelligence and digital technologies.

ATDM was established under the direction of the Navy's
Maritime Industrial Base Program to train the future workforce
and operationalize an 1innovation hub for advanced
manufacturing.

Hanwha Philly Shipyard CEO
Praises Introduction of SHIPS
for America Act

From Hanwha Philly Shipyard

WASHINGTON, April 30, 2025 — Today, U.S. Sens. Mark Kelly (D-
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Arizona) and Todd Young (R-Indiana) alongside U.S. Reps. Trent
Kelly (R-Mississippi) and John Garamendi (D-California)
reintroduced the SHIPS for America Act, bipartisan legislation
aimed at strengthening the U.S. maritime industry in response
to urgent shipbuilding needs.

As part of today’s announcement, Hanwha Philly Shipyard Chief
Executive Officer David Kim issued the following statement:

“Hanwha recognizes and commends U.S. Senators Mark Kelly and
Todd Young and Congressmen Trent Kelly and John Garamendi for
their maritime policy leadership in reintroducing the
bipartisan SHIPS for America Act. This bill offers tangible
incentives to the domestic maritime industry with the goal of
expanding the U.S.-flagged ocean-going fleet. It supports a
major recapitalization of the shipbuilding infrastructure 1in
the U.S., provides substantial incentives for the purchase of
U.S.-built commercial vessels, and supports the national
security and naval shipbuilding goals of the U.S. Hanwha sees
tremendous value in this legislation and believes it would
have a long-term positive impact on Hanwha Philly Shipyard,
other shipbuilders in the U.S. and Hanwha's investments in
America’s shipping industry and maritime industrial base.”

HII Launching “Build It: In
America, For America” Ads
Celebrating U.S.-Based
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Manufacturing Work

From HIT

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., April 30, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) - HII
(NYSE: HII), America’'s largest military shipbuilder, 1is
launching a series of 15-second television advertisements as
part of its nationwide “Build It” campaign.

The video advertisements, along with the broader “Build It”
campaign, celebrate the crucial manufacturing work performed
in the U.S. to build and deliver platforms and technologies in
support of the national defense. These include American-built
U.S. Navy ships and submarines, as well as uncrewed underwater
vehicles, technologies, and networks built and integrated by
HII to connect and enable today’s all-domain joint force.

“‘Build It' is a call to action to support the important work
of building, in support of our national security,” HII
President and CEO Chris Kastner said. “It’s hard work and
deserves respect. Ultimately it helps to protect us and our
families. This campaign recognizes the ongoing value and
contributions of those who build careers out of building our
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national defense.”

The ads feature actual shipbuilders, engineers and
technologists who’ve worked for HII and who provide commentary
in their own words. HII is the largest industrial employer in
the commonwealth of Virginia, and in the state of
Mississippi.

The “Build It” campaign supports revitalizing American
manufacturing and strengthening the defense industrial base to
meet the urgent, increased demand for ships and technologies
by the U.S. Navy and the nation.

A playlist of the video advertisements can be found at:
http://hii.com/news/hii-launching-new-build-it-in-america-for-
america-ads-celebrating-u-s-based-manufacturing-work-and-
workforce/.

In addition to recruiting motived talent to shipbuilding, HII
is actively developing the next generation of skilled
professionals through its apprenticeship programs offered in
each of its three divisions. These programs offer a rigorous
multi-year curriculum that combines hands-on training,
academic coursework and real-world experience.

The HII apprentice schools give students a direct path to
skilled careers and long-term growth in the shipbuilding
industry. By blending tradition with advanced technology, HII
is not just filling jobs — it’s developing leaders and
investing in the future of the American workforce.

This “Build It"” campaign can be found across HII digital
outreach and social media and through educational partnerships
to bring the message directly to the next generation of
American builders.

HII is hiring at all experience levels, offering paid
training, competitive wages, long-term careers, and a strong
sense of purpose. Jobs are available across three divisions:


https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/HjjtCn5z3ESBgEMU9fgcJdWjW?domain=connect.notified.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/HjjtCn5z3ESBgEMU9fgcJdWjW?domain=connect.notified.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/HjjtCn5z3ESBgEMU9fgcJdWjW?domain=connect.notified.com

- Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia, builder of
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and submarines for the
U.S. Navy.

= Ingalls Shipbuilding in Mississippi, builder of
amphibious ships and destroyers for the U.S. Navy.

= Mission Technologies in Virginia, provider of digital
defense and national security solutions, and the largest
producer of unmanned underwater vehicles (UUVs).

Continuing Promise 2025
Completes Planning USNS
Comfort to Deploy to SOUTHCOM
Region
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From U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command / U.S. 4th Fleet
Public Affairs, April 28, 2025

NORFOLK, Va. — Military and civilian planners from the United
States and six partner nations met this week in Norfolk, Va.,
to make final plans for the upcoming Continuing Promise 2025
deployment.

U.S. Navy hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) will deploy in
support of Continuing Promise 2025, with the ship scheduled to
conduct mission stops in Grenada, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador,
Costa Rica, and the Dominican Republic. U.S. Navy Capt. Ryan
Kendall, Deputy Commander, Destroyer Squadron 40 (COMDESRON
40) will serve as mission commander for Continuing Promise
2025.

Representatives from the six U.S. country teams joined other
U.S. personnel at the conference, meticulously reviewing
medical engagements, subject matter expert exchanges, and
public engagements for each mission stop, which includes the
participation of partner nation personnel and non-governmental
organizations. Participants also heard from Capt. Bryan
Carmichael, Continuing Promise 2022 Mission Commander, and Lt.



Cmdr. Zachary Smith, Continuing Promise 2024 Mission
Commander, who both shared their 1lessons learned and
observations from their respective missions.

“Through detailed planning with our friends and partners, we
have the blueprint for a successful Continuing Promise 2025
deployment,” said Capt. Kendall. “We look forward to bringing
USNS Comfort to all six partner nations with the intent of
strengthening maritime partnerships by helping people 1in
need.”

Continuing Promise 2025 marks the 15th mission to the region
since 2007 and the eighth time that USNS Comfort will visit
the region in those 18 years. Continuing Promise 2025 will
foster goodwill, strengthen existing partnerships with partner
nations, and encourage the establishment of new partnerships
among countries, non-government organizations, and
international organizations.

“The Continuing Promise 2025 Team has produced a strong plan
for USNS Comfort Sailors and civilians to carry out,” said
Rear Adm. Carlos Sardiello, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces
Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet. “We are committed to
supporting the success of this important mission.”

Since its inception in 2007, Continuing Promise has treated
more than 605,000 patients and performed approximately 7,300
surgeries, leaving a lasting positive impact on people in
need.

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th Fleet serves as a
trusted maritime partner for Caribbean, Central and South
American maritime forces, promoting unity, security, and
stability in the region.



USNS Sojourner Truth
Christened as MSC’s Newest
Fleet Replenishment Oiler

From Sarah Cannon, April 28, 2025

SAN DIEGO — Military Sealift Command’s (MSC) newest fleet
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replenishment oiler USNS Sojourner Truth (T-AO 210), was
christened during a ceremony at the General Dynamics NASSCO
shipyard in San Diego, Calif., last night.

The event was attended by Dr. Brett A. Seidle, performing the
duties of the Under Secretary of the Navy; Vice Adm. John F.
G. Wade, commander, U.S. THIRD Fleet; Capt. Micah Murphy,
commander, Military Sealift Command Pacific; executives and
employees of NASSCO San Diego; and the decedents of Sojourner
Truth.

The ship honors Sojourner Truth, and escaped slave who became
an American abolitionist and activist for African-American
civil rights, women’s rights, and alcohol temperance.

“We reserve the naming of our ships for special places,
historic events and great people who represent the best among
us, and who'’s distinguished contributions are worthy of our
remembrances for generations to come,” said Seidel. “In that
vein, Sojourner Truth was a natural choice to be memorialized
with a ship bearing her name.”

The official christening moment happened when the ship’s
sponsor, Barbara Allen, the sixth-generation granddaughter of
Sojourner Truth, broke a bottle of champagne over the ship’s
bow with the words, “For the United States of America, I
christen you the USNS Sojourner Truth. May God bless this ship
and all who sail on her.” Following the christening moment,
the ship blew her horns and slid down the rails, amid a
fanfare of music from the Navy Band Southwest and a shower of
red, white and blue streamers.

The 746-foot Truth is the sixth ship of the John Lewis fleet
replenishment oiler class. Truth has the ability to carry
162,000 barrels of diesel ship fuel, aviation fuel and dry
stores cargo. The John Lewis class 1is built with double hulls
to protect against oil spills and strengthened cargo and



ballast tanks and will be equipped with a basic self-defense
capability. The Lewis-class of oilers will replace the current
Kaiser Class fleet replenishment oilers as they age out of the
MSC fleet.

“The greatness of this ship is only matched by the greatness
of her crew who represent the thousands of Civil Service
Mariners at sea today and the staff of Military Sealift
Command who support them ashore, “said Murphy. “Our nation and
our Navy are fortunate to have these Americans who step
forward through the maritime academies, the union halls, the
maritime industry, and many other walks of life, from all
corners of the nation to serve in the United States Merchant
Marine. In peacetime or war, U.S. Merchant Mariners have
answered the call to service every time. They demonstrate a
deep and rich history of professionalism, seamanship, and
bravery across the globe.”

In addition to Truth, three more Lewis-class oilers are on
order for the Navy. In July 2016, US Secretary of the Navy Ray
Mabus said that he would name the Lewis-class oilers after
prominent civil rights activists and leaders including Harvey
Milk, Lucy Stone, Thurgood Marshall, Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
Harriet Tubman.

“The Navy'’s ability to project power across the globe depends
on sustained operations at sea and that simply wouldn’t be
possible without ships 1like USNS Sojourner Truth,” said
Murphy. “Without MSC’'s Combat Logistics Force, carrier strike
groups and amphibious forces would be tethered to shore-based
support, severely limiting their reach and operational tempo.
In short, these ships enable U.S. naval forces to remain
forward-deployed, flexible, and ready to respond anywhere 1in
the world on short notice.”

MSC directs and supports operations for approximately 140
civilian-crewed ships that replenish U.S. Navy ships at sea,



conduct specialized missions, preposition combat cargo at sea
around the world, perform a variety of support services, and
move military equipment and supplies to deployed U.S. forces.
MSC exists to support the joint warfighter across the full
spectrum of military operations, with a workforce that
includes approximately 6,000 Civil Service Mariners and 1,100
contract mariners, supported by 1,500 shore staff and 1,400
active duty and reserve military personnel.

US Navy to Christen Future
USNS Sojourner Truth

From the Navy Offoce of Information, 25 April 2025

SAN DIEGO-The U.S Navy will christen the future USNS Sojourner
Truth (T-AO 210) during a ceremony on April 26 at 8 p.m. (PDT)
at General Dynamics NASSCO.

Dr. Brett Seidle, performing the duties of the Under Secretary
of the Navy, will deliver the principal address followed by
remarks from Vice Adm. John Wade, commander, U.S. Third Fleet;
Capt. Micah Murphy, commander, Military Sealift Command (MSC),
Pacific; and Dave Carver, president, General Dynamics NASSCO.

T-AO 210 is named in honor of Sojourner Truth, a nineteenth
century civil rights activist from New York. In a time-honored
Navy tradition, ship sponsor Barbara Allen, a sixth-generation
descendant of the ship’s namesake, will christen the ship by
breaking a bottle of sparkling wine across the bow.

The christening of the future USNS Sojourner Truth symbolizes
the Navy’'s 250-year commitment to innovation and maritime
dominance. From seabed to space, the Navy delivers power for
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peace — always ready to fight and win. This milestone marks
the Navy’'s enduring legacy and commitment to shaping the
future of maritime power.

John Lewis-class fleet replenishment oilers (T-AOs) are
operated by MSC and feature substantial volume for oil as well
as significant dry cargo capacity. They also possess aviation
capability. T-AOs provide additional capacity to the Navy's
Combat Logistics Force and are a cornerstone of the Navy's
fuel delivery system. These ships are essential to sustaining
contested logistics, enabling lethality even in sea-denied
environments.

General Dynamics NASSCO is currently in production of three
additional T-AOs, with two more under contract for future
production. Additionally, a Block Buy contract was issued in
September 2024 for the detail design and construction of T-AO
214-221.

Program Executive Office, Ships, one of the Department of
Defense’s largest acquisition organizations, 1is responsible
for executing the development and procurement of all
destroyers, amphibious ships and craft, and auxiliary ships,
including special mission ships, sealift ships and support
ships.



