
USS Lake Erie Returns Home to
San Diego 

The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Lake Erie (CG
70) returned to its homeport of Naval Base San Diego, Jan. 30,
after completing a seven-month deployment to the U.S. 3rd and
7th Fleet areas of operations. (U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Brandon
Roberson) 
From Lt. j.g. Selena Esteban,  Jan. 31, 2025 

The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Lake Erie (CG
70) returned to its homeport of Naval Base San Diego, Jan. 30,
after completing a seven-month deployment to the U.S. 3rd and
7th Fleet areas of operations. 

Lake  Erie  departed  San  Diego  July  1,  2024,  to  conduct
independent  operations  in  the  Indo-Pacific  region.  

While  deployed  to  U.S.7th  Fleet,  Lake  Erie  conducted
operations  across  multiple  warfare  areas,  deterring
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aggression,  promoting  regional  stability  and  security,  and
protecting free flow of commerce. Lake Erie participated in
various  multi-national  exercises,  operating  with  the  Japan
Maritime  Self-Defense  Force,  the  Royal  Canadian  Navy,  the
Philippine  Navy,  and  the  Royal  Australian  Air  Force.
Throughout  deployment,  Lake  Erie  reinforced  the  U.S.
commitment to allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific region,
demonstrating  the  growing  strength  of  regional  and
international  cooperation.  

Lake  Erie  was  led  by  Commanding  Officer  Capt.  Drew  A.
Borovies,  Executive  Officer  Cmdr.  Raymond  T.  Ball  before
turning over duties to Cmdr. Clinton R. Cabe last December,
and Command Master Chief Raina Hockenberry. 

“Lake  Erie  was  the  can-do  cruiser  in  7th  Fleet.  This
deployment showed how capable Lake Erie and our Sailors are by
responding whenever we were needed. No matter what challenges
were thrown Lake Erie’s way, the crew rose to the occasion and
achieved  success  every  single  time,”  said  Capt.  Drew  A.
Borovies,  commanding  officer,  Lake  Erie.  “I  am  incredibly
proud of all the hard work from the team. We came to show how
powerful the United Sates Navy is and that is exactly what we
did.” 

In  the  last  seven  months,  Lake  Erie  sailed  over  40,000
nautical  miles  with  embarked  Helicopter  Maritime  Strike
Squadron (HSM) 35 Detachment 1 flying a total of 774 hours,
together  defending  and  supporting  a  free  and  open  Indo-
Pacific. 

“I am glad that I was able to join this inspiring team,” said
Cmdr. Clinton R. Cabe, executive officer, Lake Erie. “Lake
Erie truly built up their reputation in the last seven months,
completing a wide variety of exercises and always maintaining
a high state of readiness. None of this could have been done
without the resilience of our Sailors. I am very excited to
continue working with this wonderful crew and be a part of



future accomplishments.” 

As an integral part of U.S. Pacific Fleet, Commander, U.S. 3rd
Fleet operates naval forces in the Indo-Pacific and provides
the realistic and relevant training necessary to execute the
U.S. Navy’s timeless role across the full spectrum of military
operations—from combat missions to humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief. U.S. 3rd Fleet works together with our allies
and partners to advance freedom of navigation, the rule of
law, and other principles that underpin security for the Indo-
Pacific region. 

U.S. Navy Awards Contract for
Deployment  of  Future  Mine
Countermeasures Capabilities
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The Mine Countermeasures Unmanned Surface Vehicle. (U.S. Navy
photo)

By PEO USC Public Affairs, Feb. 3, 2025 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Navy has recently awarded a series of
contracts, under Program Executive Office, Unmanned and Small
Combatants (PEO USC), to facilitate Littoral Combat Ship (LCS)
Mine Countermeasures (MCM) Mission Package (MP) deployments.
  

The MCM Unmanned Surface Vehicle (USV) is an unmanned, diesel-
powered surface craft that can be launched from an LCS, vessel
of  opportunity,  or  shore.  Its  modular  flexibility  allows
integration  with  multiple  payload  delivery  systems  that
perform MCM missions, including minesweeping, mine hunting,
and mine neutralization. By awarding these contracts, the Navy
is  ensuring  it  has  the  most  advanced  unmanned  systems  to
effectively  conduct  mine  countermeasure  missions  in  the
littorals.   



The Navy awarded the first contract to Bollinger Shipyards for
an  MCM  USV  Advanced  Material  Order  (AMO),  valued  at  $7.7
million, which is expected to be completed in September 2025.
This contract will procure items needed to improve the MCM USV
based on findings from operational testing.   

The Navy also awarded a production contract for the Minehunt
Payload Delivery System (MH PDS) to Raytheon Technologies.
This contract is valued at $18.3 million to produce five units
with deliveries by the end of FY26.   

Additionally, the Navy awarded a production contract for the
Minesweep Payload Delivery System (MS PDS) to Textron Systems.
This  contract  is  valued  at  $12.1  million  to  produce  four
units, for delivery early in FY27.  

“With  the  first  deliveries  of  the  MCM  MP  underway  and
deployments closely following, it is critical to ensure we
have  the  contracts  in  place  to  procure  and  deliver  the
quantity of mission packages to the Fleet required in today’s
changing  world,”  said  Capt.  Matthew  Lehmann,  LCS  Mission
Modules program manager. “These contract awards ensure our
Littoral Combat Ships will continue to receive the modernized
MCM equipment needed to conduct their missions, allowing our
Sailors to operate safely and stay outside of the minefield.”
  

Leveraging the flexibility of the MCM USV, the Minehunt and
Minesweep Payload Delivery Systems integrate within the USV,
enabling it to perform missions. The MS PDS provides acoustic
and  magnetic  minesweeping  capabilities  to  the  MCM  Mission
Package, while the MH PDS uses the AN/AQS-20 sonar to perform
mine hunting missions.   

“These contracts are pivotal to ensure that the Navy’s LCS are
equipped  with  the  most  advanced  and  reliable  Mine
Countermeasures capabilities,” said Rear Adm. Kevin Smith, PEO
USC  program  executive  officer.  “As  we  continue  to  face



evolving  threats  in  the  littoral  environment,  these
investments not only enhance our operational readiness but
also demonstrate our commitment to safeguarding our Sailors
and  maintaining  a  competitive  edge.  By  modernizing  and
expanding  our  MCM  mission  packages,  we  are  providing  our
forces with the tools necessary to maintain access to key
maritime regions and keep global shipping lanes safe.”  

A part of the PEO USC portfolio within NAVSEA, the Navy’s LCS
Mission Modules program office designs, develops, builds, and
delivers the Navy’s unmanned maritime systems; mine warfare
systems;  special  warfare  systems;  expeditionary  warfare
systems; small boats/craft; and small surface combatants.  

NAVSEA  continues  to  prioritize  stability  in  procurement
profiles and design configurations, make targeted industrial
base  investments,  and  increase  collaboration  with  both
government  and  industry  partners  to  optimize  schedule,
quality, and cost performance.  

For more information on PEO USC, visit:  

https://www.navsea.navy.mil/Media/News/.

BAE  Systems  to  upgrade
additional Mk 45 Naval Guns
for U.S. Navy 
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From BAE Systems, Jan. 27, 2025 

Advanced firepower will continue to play a critical role at
sea as Sailors face advanced threats 

The U.S. Navy has awarded BAE Systems over $70 million to
upgrade  Mk  45  5-inch  naval  gun  systems  and  ancillary
equipment. On Sept. 30, BAE Systems received a $23.5 million
modification to a $47 million contract awarded at the end of
July, bringing the total value to over $70 million. Under the
contract,  BAE  Systems  will  upgrade  and  overhaul  existing
systems to the Mk 45 Mod 4 configuration. 

The upgrade to the Mk 45 Mod 4 configuration includes a 62-
caliber barrel and a mechanically strengthened gun mount. It
also  features  a  fully  digital  control  system  that  easily
integrates targeting and fire control data. Together, these
upgrades  allow  the  use  of  modernized  munitions  with  50%
greater firing energy and prepare for future precision-guided
munitions with unprecedented ranges. 

“Events  in  the  Red  Sea  this  year  have  underscored  the
importance of firepower aboard U.S. Navy ships,” said Brent
Butcher, vice president of Weapon Systems at BAE Systems.
“Equipped  with  the  latest  configuration  of  the  Mk45  gun
system, the men and women in the Navy have the capabilities to
protect  themselves  at  sea.  We  continue  our  commitment  to
providing the latest naval gun technology, including advanced
munitions, to U.S. Sailors and their allies.” 



Upgrades  and  overhauls  to  the  Mk  45  are  a  cost-effective
solution to ensure that U.S. Navy Sailors have the modern
long-range  strike  and  air  defense  capability  that  they
require, ensuring peak performance from a deep magazine of
advanced 5-inch projectiles that are easily replenished at-
sea. By upgrading these platforms, Sailors will receive the
latest  innovative  technology  that  will  support  advanced
munitions and future mission capabilities at a lower cost than
a new gun system. 

Work  on  the  contract  will  take  place  at  the  BAE  Systems
production  facility  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  will  be
completed by the end of 2028. 

Maxim  Watermakers  Completes
Testing  of  First  U.S.  Navy
Closed Loop Cooling System 
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From Fairbanks Morse Defense, Jan. 28, 2025 

Maxim Watermakers, a business unit of Fairbanks Morse Defense,
has successfully completed qualification testing for a first-
of-its-kind submarine maintenance Closed Loop Cooling System
(CLCS)  for  Pearl  Harbor  Naval  Shipyard  and  Intermediate
Maintenance Facility (PHNS and IMF). This qualification is the
first  CLCS  implementation  for  the  U.S.  Navy  and  Maxim’s
initial application of this groundbreaking technology at naval
facilities. 

The testing, funded by the Maritime Sustainment Technology and
Innovation Consortium (MSTIC), highlights Maxim’s engineering
expertise and commitment to advancing U.S. Navy operations. 

The innovative CLCS is designed to support submarines during
dry  dock  maintenance  by  enhancing  operational  efficiency,
reducing  corrosion,  optimizing  maintenance  schedules,  and
ensuring long-term system reliability. These advantages are
particularly  critical  for  naval  vessels  operating  in
environmentally  sensitive  regions  or  areas  with  stringent
water resource management regulations. 

The system features a ship service skid to circulate cooling



water  through  the  submarine  and  a  chilled  water  skid  to
circulate water through high-capacity air-cooled chillers. 

Maxim’s  full-scale  testing  flawlessly  executed  14  separate
evaluations, proving the system meets U.S. Navy requirements.
The  rigorous,  four-day  testing  process  verified  normal
operations,  emergency  responses,  test  modes,  and  essential
filling and draining functionalities. 

“This milestone reflects the engineering excellence of Maxim
Watermakers  and  Fairbanks  Morse  Defense’s  dedication  to
innovation in naval systems,” said Monica Rogers of Maxim
Watermakers. “By  leveraging  MSTIC’s  support  alongside  our
technical capabilities, we deliver state-of-the-art solutions
that address evolving client needs and enhance critical naval
operations worldwide.” 

Fairbanks Morse Defense and Maxim Watermakers continue to lead
the  development  of  advanced  water  treatment  technologies.
Through  ongoing  innovation,  the  companies  aim  to  deliver
reliable, high-performance water systems that address critical
challenges and support their customers’ operational needs. 

Lockheed  Martin  Offers  Mk70
Launcher  to  Increase
Lethality of LCS
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An SM-6 missile is launched from a containerized launcher on
board USS Savannah (LCS 28) on Oct. 24, 2023. (U.S. Navy
photo) 
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Lockheed Martin has adapted its Mk41 vertical
missile launcher into a scalable containerized system than can
be deployed on U.S. Navy ships, including the littoral combat
ships (LCS) and non-traditional platforms of opportunity to
increase their lethality with mid-range precision strike and
air defense capabilities. company officials said. 

The system, called the Mk70 Payload Delivery System, is a 40-
foot-long ISO container in which four VLS cells can be fitted.
The Mk70 system, designed for and deployed with the U.S. Army
in a land-based configuration, can launch any type of missile
certified for the Mk41, including the Tomahawk cruise missile,
the  various  Standard  surface-to-air  missiles,  the
antisubmarine rocket, and the Evolved SeaSparrow missile. The
Mk70 container is transportable on a C-17 cargo aircraft.   

Ed Dobeck, director for launching systems at Lockheed Martin,
told Seapower that the Mk70 was developed two years ago in
concert with the Defense Department’s Strategic Capabilities



Office to provide the Army with the ability to deploy and fire
the Raytheon-built SM-6 Standard missile. 

The  same  container  can  be  secured  on  the  flight  deck  or
helicopter landing pad of a Navy ship using helicopter tie-
down chains, occupying 400 square feet of a flight deck. Power
from the ship’s electrical system can supply 400 volts to the
Mk70. No modifications are required to the ship itself. The
container  can  be  installed  within  hours  with  a  pier-side
crane.  A  command  shelter  with  virtual  Aegis  and  Tomahawk
control systems controls the launch of the missiles. 

The flight deck of the Freedom-class LCS can accommodate three
Mk70  containers,  while  the  Independence-class  LCS  can
accommodate four containers, Dobeck said. With one or more
containers installed, the ships are unable to launch or land
helicopters. The missile tubes can be reloaded horizontally,
an advantage over the ship-installed Mk41’s need for vertical
re-load by cranes.  

Lockheed Martin has demonstrated containerized launch of SM-6
missiles from two Navy ships. An SM-6 missile was fired from
the USS Savannah (LCS 28) in October 2023 and before that
another was fired from the Overlord medium unmanned surface
vessel Ranger during an exercise. 

Dobeck said that the Navy has shown great interest in the Mk70
system, which already has been delivered to the Army. Two full
batteries — totaling eight missile cells — have been delivered
to the Army and two have been delivered to other customers.
The Army has deployed the Mk70 to the Philippines



Operation  Southern  Spear:
Latest  Development  in
Operationalizing  Robotic  and
Autonomous Systems 

Operation Southern Spear will deploy unmanned air and surface
vessels to help determine combinations of unmanned vehicles
and  manned  forces  to  provide  coordinated  maritime  domain
awareness and conduct counternarcotics operations. 
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From U.S. 4th Fleet, Jan. 28, 2025

MAYPORT, Fla.  –  U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th
Fleet is advancing the Navy’s Hybrid Fleet Campaign through
Operation Southern Spear, which will start later this month in
U.S. Southern Command Area of Responsibility (USSOUTHCOM AOR)
and at U.S. 4th Fleet Headquarters at Naval Station Mayport. 
  
“Southern Spear will operationalize a heterogeneous mix of
Robotic and Autonomous Systems (RAS) to support the detection
and monitoring of illicit trafficking while learning lessons
for other theaters,” said Cmdr. Foster Edwards, 4th Fleet’s
Hybrid Fleet Director. “Southern Spear will continue our (4th
Fleet’s) move away from short-duration experimentation into
long-duration  operations  that  will  help  develop  critical
techniques and procedures in integrating RAS into the maritime
environment.” 
  
Specifically, Operation Southern Spear will deploy long-dwell
robotic surface vessels, small robotic interceptor boats, and
vertical  take-off  and  landing  robotic  air  vessels  to  the
USSOUTHCOM AOR. 4th Fleet will operationalize these unmanned
systems through integration with U.S. Coast Guard cutters at
sea and operations centers at 4th Fleet and Joint Interagency
Task Force South. Southern Spear’s results will help determine
combinations of unmanned vehicles and manned forces needed to
provide  coordinated  maritime  domain  awareness  and  conduct
counternarcotics operations. 
  
U.S.  4th  Fleet  is  conducting  Operation  Southern  Spear  in
support of our Navy’s Project 33 targets to operationalize
RAS. Using RAS to increase presence in, and awareness of,
strategically and economically important maritime regions will
help decision-making, strengthen sovereignty, and facilitate
regional cooperation. 
  
“Operation Southern Spear is the next step in our Hybrid Fleet



Campaign,” said Rear Adm. Carlos Sardiello, Commander, U.S.
Naval  Forces  Southern  Command/U.S.  Fourth  Fleet.  “We  look
forward  to  the  results  of  Southern  Spear.  Hybrid  Fleet
operations increase our collaboration with partners in the
region  while  furthering  the  Navy’s  tactics,  techniques,
procedures, and processes.” 
  
U.S.  Naval  Forces  Southern  Command/U.S.  4th  Fleet  is  the
trusted  maritime  partner  for  Caribbean,  Central  and  South
America maritime forces leading to improved unity, security
and stability. 

Secretary  Hegseth’s  Message
to the Force
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From U.S. Department of Defense Public Affairs, Jan. 25, 2025 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  —  The  following  message  to  the  U.S.  armed
forces  was  released  by  the  new  Defense  Secretary,  Pete
Hegseth:   

“It is the privilege of a lifetime to lead the warriors of the
Department of Defense, under the leadership of our Commander
in Chief Donald J. Trump. We will put America First, and we
will never back down. 
  
The President gave us a clear mission: achieve Peace through
Strength. We will do this in three ways — by restoring the
warrior  ethos,  rebuilding  our  military,  and  reestablishing
deterrence.    
  
o    We will revive the warrior ethos and restore trust in our
military.   We  are  American  warriors.  We  will  defend  our
country.   Our  standards  will  be  high,  uncompromising,  and
clear. The strength of our military is our unity and our
shared purpose.   
  
o     We  will  rebuild  our  military  by  matching  threats  to
capabilities. This means reviving our defense industrial base,
reforming our acquisition process, passing a financial audit,
and rapidly fielding emerging technologies. We will remain the
strongest and most lethal force in the world.  
  
o    We will reestablish deterrence by defending our homeland
— on the ground and in the sky. We will work with allies and
partners to deter aggression in the Indo-Pacific by Communist
China, as well as supporting the President’s priority to end
wars responsibly and reorient to key threats. We will stand by
our allies — and our enemies are on notice. 
  
All  of  this  will  be  done  with  a  focus  on  lethality,
meritocracy, accountability, standards, and readiness. 



  
I have committed my life to warfighters and their families.
 Just as my fellow soldiers had my back on the battlefield,
know that I will always have your back. We serve together at a
dangerous time.  Our enemies will neither rest nor relent.
 And neither will we.  We will stand shoulder to shoulder to
meet the urgency of this moment.     
  
Like each of you, I love my country and swore an oath to
defend the Constitution. We will do that each and every day,
as one team.  Together we will accomplish the President’s
mission to deter war, and if necessary, defeat and destroy our
enemies. Godspeed!” 

HII  Closes  on  Asset
Acquisition  to  Expand
Shipbuilding Capacity  
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Operations  Are  Underway  at  Newport  News  Shipbuilding
Charleston  Operations  

From HII 

GOOSE CREEK, S.C., Jan. 27, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — HII (NYSE:
HII) announced today it has closed on its acquisition of an
advanced manufacturing facility and assets and begun work at
its Newport News Shipbuilding (NNS) — Charleston Operations
site in South Carolina. 

“HII is committed to going where the labor is to increase
shipbuilding capacity and increase throughput for our national
security customers,” HII President and CEO Chris Kastner said.
“This lets us efficiently add trained talent and state-of-the-
art manufacturing capabilities to the urgent job of building
ships,  making  it  a  unique  opportunity  to  immediately
accelerate throughput at Newport News Shipbuilding in support
of the Navy and AUKUS.” 

HII announced last month its intent to acquire the facility
and associated assets. Since then, more than 99% of the legacy
workforce have accepted offers to continue to work on site,
supporting  the  construction  of  nuclear-powered  submarine



modules and aircraft carrier units for U.S. Navy programs.
Working closely with the South Carolina state and regional
leadership, HII plans to create hundreds of additional jobs to
support the increased demand and growth at the Charleston
facility. 

Photos  accompanying  this  release  are  available  at:
https://hii.com/news/hii-closes-on-asset-acquisition-to-expand
-shipbuilding-capacity/. 

In addition to existing trained talent, HII’s acquisition also
provides: 

Advanced  production  facilities  with  state-of-the-art
manufacturing equipment, tooling and infrastructure used to
fabricate complex metal modules and structures. 

Facility location on 45-acres with more than 480,000 square
feet of manufacturing space. 

Access to barge and rail transportation. 

Access in nearby Charleston and surrounding region to rapidly
growing shipbuilding ecosystem and capacity to expand a highly
skilled maritime trades workforce. 

“This  is  great  news  for  the  South  Carolina  economy.  This
investment will allow us to expand our manufacturing footprint
more aggressively in the shipbuilding industry,” U.S. Sen.
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said. “If you can drive it, fly it,
shoot it or float it, South Carolina makes it.” 

“The expansion of our nation’s largest military shipbuilder in
South Carolina underscores the pivotal role our state plays in
strengthening  America’s  national  security,”  U.S.  Sen.  Tim
Scott,  R-S.C.,  said.  “The  dedicated  shipbuilders  in  the
Charleston area are part of a highly skilled workforce that
will  propel  our  nation  forward.  This  innovation  and
modernization in our defense industrial base will create jobs
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and  draw  resources  to  our  state’s  already  robust  Navy
presence.”  

Amphibious  Coalition
Forecasts Benefits of Multi-
Ship Amphib Ship Buy 

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The industry association for suppliers for
the  builder  of  U.S.  Navy’s  amphibious  warfare  fleet  sees
immediate benefits this year and the next one for its member
companies, the association’s survey said. 

In its annual survey of 219 member companies, the Amphibious
Warfare Industrial Base Coalition (AWIBC) said that a majority
of its member companies affirmed that the Navy’s announcement
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last year of a multi-ship buy will benefit their companies.  

The survey focused on the August 2024 announcement by then-
Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro that the Navy would
procure  four  amphibious  warfare  ships  —  one  America-class
amphibious assault ship (LHA) and three Flight II San Antonio-
class  amphibious  transport  dock  ships  (LPDs)  in  a  bundle
procurement according to the below schedule: 

LPD 33 in FY25  

LPD 34 in FY27  

LHA 10 in FY27  

LPD 35 in FY29  

The four ships in the procurement would be built at the HII
Ingalls Shipbuilding shipyard in Pascagoula, Mississippi.  

“Our survey asked specifically about the impacts this bundle
will  have  on  the  supplier  base,”  said  Jack  Feenick,  a
spokesman for the AWIBC. “We also included questions about the
overall health of the industrial base, touching on key areas
like  workforce,  training,  inflation,  and  supply  chain
disruptions.  Below  are  some  of  the  key  findings  from  our
survey and attached is an infographic that provides some more
insight on the data.” 

Amphibious Warship Industrial Base Coalition (AWIBC) Survey  

(Conducted survey from October – November 2024 from a sample
of 219 total suppliers.) 

  



65% of amphibious warship suppliers say that the bundle
buy will lead to immediate benefits starting in 2025 or
2026. 

82% of suppliers that support both amphibious ships and
submarines  agree  that  bundle  buys  benefit  their
capability to deliver on orders as well as their overall
capacity. 

52%  say  the  bundle  purchase  will  strengthen  the
shipbuilding industrial base to meet the demand of today
and tomorrow  

46%  say  the  bundle  purchase  enables  the  hiring,
retention, and training of a workforce  

42% say the bundle purchase helps invest in equipment to
ensure quality and on-time delivery  

Consistent with findings from our survey last year, the
top three challenges facing suppliers are:  

Inflation  

Workforce training and retention  

Supply chain disruptions  

Currently, only 10% of amphibious warship suppliers are
operating at full capacity.  



74% of suppliers who say they are sole-source/single-
source supplier to the Navy are amphib suppliers.  

Suppliers say that multi-ship procurements and earlier
AP [advance procurement] funding are most likely factors
to  drive  down  material  costs,  help  meet  delivery
schedules and improve their workforce and facilities. 

  

Forging the Future: Training
Center  Opens  to  Train  Next
Generation  of  Defense
Manufacturers 
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Jim Hook, an Accelerated Training for Defense Manufacturing
(ATDM) instructor, teaches a student how to use a Haas CNC
machine  at  the  newly  opened  National  Training  Center  in
Danville,  Virginia.  This  state-of-the-art  facility,  which
opened on January 13, 2025, expands the program’s capacity to
train  skilled  workers  for  submarine  and  surface  ship
manufacturing.  (Courtesy  photo  from  ATDM)  
From The Maritime Industrial Base Program, Jan. 24, 2025 

DANVILLE, Va. — The U.S. Navy strengthened its efforts to
revitalize  the  nation’s  shipbuilding  capability  with  the
opening of a new training center in Danville, Virginia. 

The  Accelerated  Training  in  Defense  Manufacturing  (ATDM)
program,  launched  in  2021,  has  graduated  more  than  777
students from 45 states, Guam, Puerto Rico, and Australia.
About 25% of participants are veterans, and the program boasts
a 90% job placement rate within the defense industrial base.
New cohorts begin every eight weeks, offering a fast track to
meaningful careers across five trades. 

The new National Training Center, a state-of-the-art, 100,000-
square-foot facility on the Institute for Advanced Learning



and Research (IALR) campus, opened its doors on January 13. On
that day, the center welcomed its first cohort of students,
marking the beginning of an expanded operation that will train
1,000  students  annually,  creating  a  pipeline  of  skilled
workers critical for building and maintaining the nation’s
submarines and warships. 

“This facility helps address our immediate workforce needs,”
said Frederick “Jay” Stefany, the Direct Reporting Program
Manager for the Maritime Industrial Base (MIB) Program. “It
advances our efforts to restore our industrial base and ensure
our industry partners have the skilled workforce they need to
build and maintain the Navy’s fleet.” 

ATDM’s  graduates  are  essential  in  addressing  the  maritime
industry’s expanding workforce needs. The Navy’s shipbuilding
plans include the construction of Columbia-class and Virginia-
class submarines, along with more than 10 different classes of
surface  ships,  including  aircraft  carriers,  destroyers,
frigates,  amphibious  warships,  and  support  vessels.  This
unprecedented scale of shipbuilding requires a comprehensive
strategy to rebuild America’s manufacturing capabilities. The
establishment  of  the  National  Training  Center  marks  a
significant  milestone  in  this  endeavor.  

A National Imperative 

The  MIB  Program  leads  the  Navy’s  workforce  development
initiatives  while  advancing  shipbuilding  and  repair
capabilities through industrial base development, supply chain
resilience, and advanced manufacturing technologies. With the
U.S. manufacturing base having shrunk to a third of its size
from 30 years ago, the program must overcome major challenges.
One  of  these  pressing  challenges  involves  recruiting  and
training  140,000  new  workers  over  the  next  decade  for
submarine  production  and  sustainment,  with  an  additional
110,000 workers needed for surface vessel construction and
maintenance. 



“The decline in American manufacturing has created a critical
skills gap,” said Erica Logan, Workforce Director for the MIB
Program. “But we’re not just filling jobs—we’re rebuilding
America’s  maritime  manufacturing  capability  and  offering
meaningful careers for the next generation of workers. Every
graduate represents another step toward restoring our nation’s
industrial strength.” 

This workforce development initiative is vital for both new
construction and fleet maintenance, underscoring the strategic
importance  of  programs  like  ATDM  in  maintaining  America’s
naval  readiness.  This  national  revitalization  effort  takes
shape  through  individual  success  stories  and  community
partnerships. 

The IALR campus, which hosts the National Training Center,
also houses another key MIB Program initiative: the Navy’s
Additive Manufacturing Center of Excellence. This co-location
creates a hub for maritime manufacturing innovation. 

Transforming Lives, Strengthening Communities 

Natasha  Barnes,  part  of  the  inaugural  class  that  began
training January 13 in the new facility, represents a growing
wave of skilled workers entering the defense manufacturing
workforce. 

“ATDM has done an excellent job adapting during the transition
into the new facility,” said Barnes, a CNC student. “It’s been
an uplifting experience to learn in such a clean and well-
maintained environment. I am very excited to see what the
future holds for the program.” 

For Telly Tucker, president of the Institute for Advanced
Learning and Research (IALR), the program’s impact goes beyond
the classroom. 

“This  facility  is  about  more  than  training—it’s  about
revitalizing southern Virginia,” Tucker said. “It’s creating



jobs, fostering economic growth, and building a pipeline of
skilled workers who will strengthen our nation’s security.” 

To deliver on this promise of regional revitalization and
support to national security, the National Training Center
provides intensive, hands-on preparation. 

Hands-On Training for Real-World Impact 

ATDM’s  intensive,  16-week  accelerated  training  program
provides students with 600 hours of hands-on experience in one
of five trades critical to maritime manufacturing: welding,
CNC machining, additive manufacturing, quality assurance, and
non-destructive  testing.  Training  runs  on  three  shifts,
mirroring the 24/7 operations of the defense industry. 

“This program isn’t theoretical—it’s practical,” said Christa
Reed,  ATDM’s  Interim  Vice-President.  “When  our  students
graduate, they’re not just trained—they’re ready to hit the
ground running.” 

The  curriculum,  developed  in  collaboration  with  industry
leaders, ensures students are equipped with the skills and
certifications needed to meet the Navy’s rigorous standards.
By 

simulating real-world manufacturing environments, the program
prepares  graduates  to  succeed  in  high-demand  roles.  This
focused training approach directly enhances America’s maritime
security. 

A Shared Mission 

The  opening  of  the  National  Training  Center  represents  a
milestone  in  the  Navy’s  efforts  to  address  workforce
challenges  and  bolster  the  maritime  industrial  base.  For
Stefany, it’s a reminder of how these efforts impact national
security. 

“Every ship we build, every submarine we launch, is a promise



to the American people,” Stefany said. “That promise begins
here, with the people we train.” 

As the Navy ramps up its fleet expansion, programs like ATDM
and the new National Training Center are creating a ripple
effect—transforming communities, empowering individuals, and
ensuring America’s maritime superiority. The center highlights
innovation,  collaboration,  and  resilience,  its  impact
extending  beyond  Danville  to  strengthen  America’s  maritime
future. 

For  more  information  about  ATDM  and  its  programs,
visit www.atdm.org.  

https://www.atdm.org/

