CH-53K Test Team Wins DON
Test and Evaluation Award

A CH-53K King Stallion aircraft undergoes night aerial
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refueling tests over the Chesapeake Bay in June, 2021. U.S.
NAVY

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — The CH-53K King Stallion test team, part
of the Heavy Lift Program Office, PMA-261, is the recipient of
the Department of the Navy Test and Evaluation Working
Integrated Product Team award for 2021, Naval Air Systems
Command announced Feb. 22.

The 18-person WIPT will be honored in a virtual ceremony this
spring. According to the award announcement, the team
“demonstrated superior performance in delivering outcomes
while overcoming significant challenges in execution.”

During the past year, the CH-53K King Stallion WIPT
successfully kept the program on track toward operational test
in support of initial operational capability and full-rate
production. That success came despite late technical
discoveries, solution implementation timelines and some
unresolved deficiencies.

When findings surrounding internal cargo handling in the
aircraft and engine performance capabilities put program
timelines at risk, the team was able to leverage the close
alignment of developmental test and operational test within
the WIPT to keep the program on track.

“Our team did a fantastic job collaborating and focusing
efforts to bring the CH-53K to operational test, supporting
the fleet’s critical need for heavy lift capability,” said
Gene Clark, former assistant program manager for test and
evaluation for PMA-261 in 2020 and 2021. Clark drafted the
award nomination prior to moving to his current position as
assistant program executive officer, Test and Evaluation for
Program Executive Office — Unmanned and Weapons.



