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MANAMA, Bahrain — U.S. Coast Guard cutters assigned to the
Combined Maritime Forces seized illegal drugs with a total
estimated street value of $24.5 million on Dec. 24 and Dec. 26
from vessels in the Gulf of Oman. 

At approximately 2 p.m. local time (10 a.m. Greenwich Mean
Time) on Dec. 24, a team from USCGC Clarence Sutphin Jr. (WPC
1147), a Sentinel-class cutter patrolling under the command of
Combined  Task  Force  150  of  the  Combined  Maritime  Forces,
boarded  a  dhow  after  it  displayed  several  indicators
consistent  with  illicit  drug  trafficking.  

Aboard, the crew discovered 90 kilograms of heroin with an
estimated street value of $3.2 million. 
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After testing and seizing the narcotics, the team disembarked
the dhow, allowing it to continue on its journey. 

At approximately 5 a.m. local time (9 a.m. Greenwich Mean
Time) on Dec. 26, a team from USCGC John Scheuerman (WPC
1146), a Sentinel-class cutter patrolling under the command of
Combined  Task  Force  150  of  the  Combined  Maritime  Forces,
boarded a dhow after it also displayed several indicators
consistent with illicit drug trafficking. 

Aboard, the team discovered 261 kilograms of methamphetamines,
2,936 kilograms of hashish, 142 kilograms of heroin and 75,000
pills with the potential to be abused as opium substitutes,
with  a  total  estimated  street  value  of  more  than  $21.3
million. 

The John Scheuerman team released the dhow’s crew and disposed
of the illicit drugs. 

The mission of Combined Task Force 150 is to disrupt the
ability  of  non-state  actors  to  move  weapons  or  drugs,  or
engage  in  other  illicit  activities,  in  the  Gulf  of  Oman,
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. 

These  interdictions  marked  the  tenth  and  eleventh  times
Combined Task Force 150 assets have seized illegal narcotics
at sea since France took command in July 2023. 

Combined  Maritime  Forces  is  a  multinational  maritime
partnership  committed  to  disrupting  criminal  and  terrorist
activities by restricting their freedom of maneuver across
approximately 3.2 million square miles of international waters
encompassing  some  of  the  world’s  most  important  shipping
lanes. 

Since 2021, units assigned to the Combined Maritime Forces
have  seized  more  than  $1  billion  in  illegal  drugs  while
patrolling waters across the Middle East. 


