CNO, Commander-in-Chief of
the Chilean Navy Discuss
Partnership

—

.

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday meets with
Commander-in-Chief of the Chilean Navy Adm. Juan Andrés de 1la
Maza Larrain at the Pentagon for an office call on July 18.
U.S. NAVY / Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Michael B.
Zingaro

WASHINGTON — Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday
welcomed Commander-in-Chief of the Chilean Navy Adm. Juan
Andrés de la Maza Larrain at the Pentagon for an office call,
July 18, the CNO’'s public affairs office said in a release.

'

The two leaders discussed maritime security, cyber defense,
unmanned technology and their shared commitment to deepening
partnership through future exercises and combined naval
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presence.

“As we face shared global maritime security challenges, we
must partner with like-minded nations and create opportunities
to increase collaboration, enhance interoperability, and build
our collective capacity,” said Gilday. “Chile 1is a
longstanding and trusted partner, and the U.S. Navy will
continue to work with Chile and other regional maritime forces
to deepen our security cooperation and pursue opportunities to
promote peace and stability throughout the Americas.”

“I am very pleased to greet today Admiral Gilday, whom I had
not had the opportunity to meet in person, due to the pandemic
that forced to suspend this important meeting,” said de la
Maza.

“Taking advantage of the visit we will make to the frigate
Lynch deployed at RIMPAC [Rim of the Pacific Exercise], we
have arranged this meeting where I can mention that the
various cooperation and exchange activities with the United
States Navy, as Admiral Gilday mentions, have been carried out
for many years. We have common challenges and we must face
them in a combined manner, because they are global problems
that require solutions in which all countries participate.”

Gilday added, “My meeting today with Admiral de la Maza was
very productive and I look forward to seeing him in Hawaii as
we observe the RIMPAC exercise.”

The U.S. Navy and Chilean Navy operate regularly together
around the globe. Chile regularly participates in RIMPAC and
is represented in this year’s iteration by the Chilean Navy
frigate Almirante Lynch (FF 07).

The Chilean Navy also participates annually in the UNITAS
multinational maritime exercise in the waters of the Eastern
Pacific and South Atlantic, and leads the biennial Teamwork
South maritime exercise.



This was the first in-person meeting between the two heads of
navy since de la Maza assumed command in 2021.



