
CNO, Italian Defense Chief of
Staff Meet, Discuss Maritime
Strategy and Partnership

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday, left, is shown
hosting then-Chief of the Italian Navy Adm. Giuseppe Cavo
Dragone at the Pentagon in this February 2020 picture. U.S.
NAVY / Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Raymond D. Diaz
III
WASHINGTON — U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday
met with the Italian Chief of Defense Staff Adm. Giuseppe Cavo
Dragone  at  the  Pentagon  May  10,  the  CNO’s  Public  Affairs
Office said in a release.

Gilday and Cavo Dragone discussed the long-lasting and vital
maritime partnership between Italy and the United States, as
well as the importance of global security.

“The very nature of our operating environment requires common
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values and a collective alliance,” said Gilday. “You have been
a strong partner and gracious host to U.S. naval forces and
our joint efforts in Europe. Working together is critical to
regional security and stability.”

“We are ready to make further commitments in all domains, in
what  we  consider  an  important  portion  of  allied  areas  of
responsibility, namely the wider Mediterranean region,” said
Cavo Dragone.

Gilday  and  Cavo  Dragone  also  spoke  about  strategic
competition,  China  and  Russia.

They both affirmed the close relationship of the U.S. and
Italian  navies  and  expressed  appreciation  for  their
partnership  as  NATO  allies  and  as  friends.

The  U.S.  and  the  Italian  navy  regularly  operate  together
around the globe. In addition to conducting real-world tri-
carrier operations, earlier this year the two navies also
participated  in  exercises  and  activities  such  as  Neptune
Strike 2022, Obangame Express, and assorted bilateral drills.
These exercises highlight NATO’s ability to integrate high-end
maritime warfare capabilities to support the defense of the
alliance.

Italy hosts American Sailors at Naval Support Activity (NSA)
Naples, Naval Air Station Sigonella and NSA Naples Detachment
Gaeta.

Gilday previously met with Cavo Dragone in February 2020 and
October 2021, when he served as the chief of the Italian navy.


