
CNO: U.S. 2nd, 3rd Fleets to
Become Expeditionary
ARLINGTON, Va. — Two of the Navy’s U.S.-based numbered fleets
will  become  expeditionary,  backed  up  at  home  by  their
respective training carrier strike groups (CSGs), the Chief of
Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. John Richardson aid. The move is a
reflection on the need to increase the agility of naval forces
in a return of an era of peer competitors.

The  initiative  is  one  of  the  CNO’s  goals  in  an  updated
version, 2.0, of his document “A Design for Maritime Security.

“Commander, 2nd Fleet (C2F) and Commander, 3rd Fleet (C3F)
will  be  expeditionary:  they  will  have  the  capability  to
command and control their forces while deployed forward,” the
CNO said in the document.

U.S. 2nd Fleet, established in August to operate in the North
Atlantic  Ocean,  is  expected  to  reach  full  operational
capability  in  2019.

As a backstop for sustaining training of the fleet’s units in
their at-home cycles, the fleets’ respective carrier strike
group staffs in charge of fleet work-ups will be charged with
building  up  deploying  forces  while  the  fleet  staffs  are
deployed.

“In order to retain the capability for force generation while
C2F and/or C3F are deployed, Carrier Strike Group (CSG)-4 and
CSG-15 will develop the capability and capacity to generate
forces, reporting directly to Commander, Fleet Forces Command,
and  Commander,  Pacific  Fleet,  respectively,”  the  document
said.
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