
Coast  Guard  Cutter  Alert
Returns  Home  After  55-Day
Patrol

Coast  Guard  Cutter  Alert  (WMEC  630)  approaches  Naval  Air
Station Pensacola in Florida, March 28, 2025. Alert’s crew
conducted a 55-day maritime border security patrol to counter
illegal fishing in the Gulf of America. (Copyright-free photo
courtesy of Shane Dye)
From the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, May 2, 2025 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Alert
(WMEC 630) returned to their home port in Cape Canaveral,
Friday,  following  a  55-day  deployment  in  the  Gulf  of
America.   

Alert’s crew deployed under tactical command of the Eighth
Coast  Guard  District  to  counter  illegal,  unreported  and
unregulated fishing in the region. During patrol, the crew
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enforced federal law at sea and defended the United States’
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) by interdicting illegal fishing
in U.S. territorial waters.   

While  underway,  crew  members  conducted  law  enforcement
boardings, which ranged from routine safety inspections to
federal  fisheries  enforcement  in  order  to  deter  illicit
activity  such  as  illegal  maritime  migration,  fishing  and
smuggling.  

On April 20, Alert’s crew coordinated with the Coast Guard
Cutter Jacob Poroo (WPC 1125) and Coast Guard Station South
Padre  Island  to  interdict  a  lancha  with  three  Mexican
fishermen  aboard.  The  fishermen  were  engaged  in  illegal
fishing north of the U.S. maritime boundary line in the Gulf
of America.   
  
Alert’s crew also detained four additional Mexican fishermen
suspected  of  illegal  fishing  after  they  were  transferred
aboard the cutter from Jacob Poroo. All seven apprehended
Mexican fisherman were later transferred to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection for processing.   

“I  am  proud  of  our  crew  guarding  America’s  southeastern
maritime border, a mission set maintained by the Coast Guard
for  over  200  years,”  said  Cmdr.  Lee  Crusius,  commanding
officer of Alert. “The protection of U.S. sovereign interests
throughout the maritime domain has been the staple of our
service and this patrol was no exception.”  
  
A lancha is a fishing boat used by Mexican fishermen that is
approximately 20-30 feet long, with a slender profile, one
outboard motor, and capable of traveling at speeds exceeding
30 mph. Lanchas are frequently used to illegally fish in the
EEZ near the U.S. – Mexico border in the Gulf of America. The
illegal  harvest  and  trade  of  red  snapper  and  other  fish
species  is  often  a  revenue  stream  for  criminal
organizations. Apart  from  their  use  for  illegal  seafood



harvesting in U.S. waters, lanchas may also be used to move
illicit drugs and aliens into the United States.  
  
Headquartered in New Orleans, the Eighth Coast Guard District
is responsible for U.S. Coast Guard operations spanning 26
states, including the Gulf of America coastline from Florida
to Mexico, the adjacent offshore waters and outer continental
shelf, as well as the inland waterways of the Mississippi,
Ohio, Missouri, Illinois and Tennessee River systems.  

 
Alert is a 210-foot, Reliance-class medium endurance cutter.
The  cutter’s  primary  missions  are  counter-drug  operations,
alien interdiction, enforcement of federal fishery laws, and
search and rescue in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations
throughout the Western Hemisphere.  

Alert falls under the command of U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic
Area, which is based in Portsmouth, Virginia. U.S. Coast Guard
Atlantic Area oversees all Coast Guard operations east of the
Rocky Mountains to the Arabian Gulf. In addition to surge
operations,  they  also  allocate  ships  to  deploy  to  the
Caribbean  and  Eastern  Pacific  to  combat  transnational
organized  crime  and  illicit  maritime  activity.    

For information on how to join the U.S. Coast Guard, visit Go
Coast  Guard.com to  learn  about  active  duty  and  reserve,
officer  and  enlisted  opportunities.  Information  on  how  to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here.  
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