
USCGC Campbell Returns After
Interdicting  $91M  in
Narcotics  during  Eastern
Pacific Ocean Patrol 

The crew of USCGC Campbell (WMEC 909) stands for a photo
accompanied by more than 8,000 pounds of cocaine worth an
assessed street value of approximately $91.3 million in Port
Everglades,  Florida,  Jan.  27,  2025.  The  Campbell  crew
offloaded the illegal drugs from two interdictions in the
international waters of the Eastern Pacific Ocean. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Diana Sherbs)
From U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, Feb. 5, 2025 

NEWPORT, R.I.  — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Campbell (WMEC
909) returned to their home port in Newport, Monday, following
a 63-day multi-mission patrol to the Caribbean and Eastern
Pacific Ocean.  
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Campbell deployed in support of Joint Interagency Task Force –
South (JIATF-S) to advance the primary mission of interdicting
illegal narcotics in known drug trafficking zones. Campbell’s
crew conducted maritime safety and security missions while
working  to  detect,  deter  and  intercept  drug-smuggling
vessels.    

While  on  patrol,  Campbell  interdicted  a  suspected  drug-
smuggling  operation  involving  six  panga  boats  engaged  in
illicit  activity  on  the  high  seas.  During  the  pursuit,
Campbell’s crew seized approximately 8,061 pounds of cocaine
worth an estimated street value of more than $91 million and
detained two suspected drug traffickers.   

Throughout  their  deployment,  Campbell’s  crew  embarked  and
provided  care  for  two  search  and  rescue  survivors  and
maintained custody of a total of 49 suspected drug smugglers
suspected of engaging in illicit trafficking activities at
sea.   

The crew of Campbell offloaded the drugs at Port Everglades in
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida,  January  27,  and  transferred  26
suspected drug smugglers to authorities, who will now face
federal prosecution by the Department of Justice.   

Between January 2024 and February 2025, the crew of Campbell
transferred a total of 87 suspected smugglers to federal law
enforcement authorities, resulting from 24 interdictions by U.
S.  Coast  Guard  cutters  in  the  Eastern  Pacific  Ocean  and
Caribbean Sea.  

During the patrol, Campbell’s crew partnered with numerous
additional Coast Guard assets during the deployment by hosting
a law enforcement detachment from the Opa Locka, Florida-based
Coast  Guard  Tactical  Law  Enforcement  Team  –  South,  and
conducted joint patrols and at-sea transfers with Coast Guard
Cutter Waesche (WMSL 751), Coast Guard Cutter James (WMSL
754), and Coast Guard Cutter Stone (WMSL 758). These units



also  leveraged  international  and  interagency  partners  to
ensure that U.S. Coast Guard presence resulted in both the
interdiction  and  deterrence  of  illicit  trafficking  in  the
Eastern Pacific.  
  
Prior to returning to Newport, Campbell crew members conducted
three days of helicopter to deck landing qualifications at sea
with  multiple  aircrews  from  the  Coast  Guard  Helicopter
Interdiction  Tactical  Squadron  based  out  of  Jacksonville,
Florida. Campbell also embarked nearly sixty personnel from
other  Coast  Guard  cutter  crews  for  hands-on  shipboard-
helicopter  operations  training  that  will  improve  mission
readiness across the cutter fleet.  

“I  am  incredibly  proud  of  Campbell’s  crew,”  said  Cmdr.
Jonathan Harris, commanding officer of Campbell. “We overcame
many obstacles to stand vigilant watches away from our loved
ones  during  the  holiday  season  and  worked  tirelessly  to
prevent transnational criminal organizations from harming our
communities by seizing tons of narcotics that will no longer
cross our maritime borders. More importantly, we contributed
to the cycle of justice by ensuring dozens of suspected drug
traffickers will stand trial in the United States.”   

JIATF-S, in conjunction with partner nations, works to target,
detect and monitor illicit drug trafficking within the joint
operating area. The organization facilitates the interdiction
and  apprehension  of  illicit  traffickers  to  dismantle
transnational criminal organizations while reducing the flow
of drugs to the public. Once interdiction becomes imminent,
the law enforcement phase of the operation begins, and control
of the operation shifts to the U.S. Coast Guard throughout the
interdiction and apprehension. Interdictions in the Eastern
Pacific Ocean are performed by members of the U.S. Coast Guard
under the authority and control of the Coast Guard’s Eleventh
District, headquartered in Alameda, California.    

Campbell is a 270-foot, Famous-class medium endurance cutter.



The cutter’s primary missions are counter-drug and migrant
interdiction operations, enforcement of federal fishery laws
and  search  and  rescue  in  support  of  U.S.  Coast  Guard
operations throughout the Western Hemisphere. The cutter falls
under the command of U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area, which is
based in Portsmouth, Virginia.    

For more information on how to join the U.S. Coast Guard,
visit GoCoastGuard.com to  learn  about  active  duty,  reserve,
officer  and  enlisted  opportunities.  Information  on  how  to
apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can be found here.   

https://www.gocoastguard.com/
https://uscga.edu/

