USCGC Kimball Returns Home
After 84-Day Counter-Drug
Patrol in the Eastern
Pacific

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Kimball (WMSL 756) crew members,
Tactical Law Enforcement Team South, U.S. Coast Guard Maritime
Safety and Security Team Los Angeles/Long Beach, Navy,
Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron Jacksonville all
stand at attention during an all hands event during a drug
offload in San Diego April 24, 2025. (U.S. Coast Guard photo
by Petty Officer 3rd Class Austin Wiley)

From U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area, May 9, 2025

HONOLULU — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Kimball (WMSL 756)
returned to their Honolulu home port Monday after an 84-day
deployment to the Eastern Pacific Ocean.

While patrolling international waters off the Pacific coasts
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of Mexico, Central, and South America, Kimball’s crew
interdicted five suspected drug smuggling vessels, seizing
$191 million worth of cocaine and apprehending 18 suspected
drug smugglers.

The drugs were offloaded in San Diego on April 24 by the
Kimball crew and multiagency partners.

The Kimball deployed to the region under the tasking of Joint
Interagency Task Force — South (JIATF-S) in support of
Operation Martillo.

During the deployment, Kimball’s crew conducted counter-drug
missions in the Coast Guard’s Eleventh District area of
responsibility countering transnational criminal organizations
and preventing illegal narcotics from reaching the United
States. They worked alongside other Coast Guard units, law
enforcement personnel from Tactical Law Enforcement Team South
(TACLET SOUTH), contractors operating small Unmanned Aerial
Systems (sUAS), Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron
(HITRON) crews, Department of Defense assets, and Customs and
Border Protection.

Together, these partners supported the Kimball in controlling,
securing, and defending the U.S. border and maritime
approaches.

“The pride I feel for this crew is immeasurable,” said Capt.
Robert Kinsey, commanding officer of Kimball. “Their
professionalism, resilience, and dedication to serving our
nation at sea is truly inspiring. They are mothers, fathers,
sons, and daughters who have answered the call to defend the
nation as part of the joint fighting force as the pointy end
of the spear that protects our shores and saves American
lives. We remain steadfast in our commitment to continually
hardening and sustaining enhanced maritime security
operations. We will continue to work tirelessly with our
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partners to disrupt these criminal enterprises and protect our
nation.”

These interdictions are part of the U.S. government’s ongoing
effort to dismantle transnational criminal organizations and
deny them resources to fund violent and illicit operations.

The Kimball’s crew partnered with the Mexican Navy at-sea to
promote regional maritime governance and assist in combating
the international drug trade. For 54 days, two Mexican naval
officers observed U.S. Coast Guard counter-drug operations
firsthand, fostering enhanced collaboration between the two
nations.

While moored in Amador, Panama, the Kimball’s crew also hosted
personnel from Panama’s Servicio Nacional Aeronaval (SENAN)
for a subject matter expertise exchange. The event featured
discussions and demonstrations of the Kimball’s capabilities,
including sUAS drones, cutter small boats, and the embarked
HITRON MH-65 Dolphin helicopter. Personnel from U.S. Coast
Guard Tactical Law Enforcement Team South showcased their law
enforcement Kkits and highlighted counter-drug boarding
methods, furthering international cooperation in addressing
maritime security challenges. While in Panama, the Kimball
partnered with the USS Chosin (CG-65) to host Secretary of
Defense Pete Hegseth, emphasizing DoD and DHS joint presence
in the region.

Several units and partners supported the Kimball’s counter-
drug operations and interdictions. The U.S. Coast Guard HITRON
from Jacksonville, Florida, provided aerial support in the
forms of reconnaissance and aerial use of force. The U.S.
Coast Guard TACLET SOUTH and U.S. Coast Guard Maritime Safety
and Security Team Los Angeles / Long Beach (MSST LA/LB)
assisted with surface pursuit and law enforcement boardings.
The U.S. Coast Guard Eleventh District provided operational
oversight and logistical support, ensuring the execution of



mission objectives throughout the deployment.

Along with partner nations, JIATF-S targets, detects, and
monitors illicit drug trafficking within the joint operating
area. The organization facilitates the interdiction and
apprehension of illicit drug traffickers to dismantle
transnational criminal organizations while reducing the flow
of illegal drugs to the public. Once interdiction is imminent,
the operation transitions into its law enforcement phase, with
the U.S. Coast Guard assuming control throughout the
interdiction and apprehension of the traffickers.

The Kimball is one of two 418-foot, Legend-class national
security cutters homeported in Honolulu. The cutter’s primary
missions are counter-drug operations and defense readiness.



