Coast Guard Gearing Up to
Absorb Massive Investment,
Commandant Says
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Artist rendering of the Arctic Security Cutter (Bollinger)
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — With nearly $25 billion in reconciliation
funding from Congress, the U.S. Coast Guard is moving out on
some new programs and adding to others as it prepares for an
expansion in numbers of cutters, aircraft, bases, and
personnel, the Coast Guard’s commandant told Congress.

Adm. Kevin Lunday, commandant of the Coast Guard, testifying
Jan. 29, 2026, before the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, said the reconciliation law
passed in 2025 was the “most significant investment in Coast
Guard history.”
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Lunday told the committee that with the expanded force bought
with the reconciliation 1law, the service would need
congressional support for consistent, sustained funding
to operate 1it.

The Coast Guard recently has awarded contracts to build six
Arctic Security Cutters (ASCs) with plans to build a total of
11. Lunday said that — of the first six — four will be built
in the United States by Bollinger Shipyards and two in
Finland by Rauma Marine Construction Oy. The new
icebreakers are based on the Multi-Purpose Icebreaker design
by Seaspan Shipyards of Vancouver, Canada, developed with Aker
Arctic Technology Inc of Helsinki, Finland. In service, the
ASCs would greatly expand the Arctic capabilities of the Coast
Guard.

The reconciliation law also funds 22 cutters, including three
of the six contracted ASCs, nine new Offshore Patrol
Cutters and 10 additional fast response cutters (FRCs),
bringing the FRC program total to 77 cutters.

Lunday said the Coast Guard gas requested information from the
defense industry regarding a new class of light and medium
icebreakers to replace old icebreaking tugs. These cutters
would be built in the United States, he said.

The commandant also said that a second Great Lakes Icebreaker
was one of his top priorities.

He affirmed that the first Polar Security Cutter is on track
for delivery in 2030.

The Coast Guard also is procuring six additional HC-130J Super
Hercules maritime patrol aircraft and 40 additional MH-60
Jayhawk helicopters. The additional MH-60s will enable the
service to replace MH-65 Dolphin helicopters and to have more
MH-60s to deploy on the expanding force of cutters
including Polar Security Cutters.



Lunday said the reconciliation law will enable the Coast Guard
to accelerate phaseout of its MH-65 helicopter fleet before
the originally planned retirement year of 2037.

The law also added procurement of some MQ-9 Reaper unmanned
aerial vehicles.

Under the Force Design 2028, the Coast Guard is expanding its
force by 15,000 personnel. Lunday pointed out that
13,000 personnel will be needed to crew the 11 Arctic Security
Cutters.



